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KERRIA JAPONICA

-
lzUMl KYÓKA

ll{AN''l All l) ltY M (,()l)Y l,()t,l Í()N

rr,rrvn lirl lris rich lnc{ poctic prosc stylc, Izurni Kyt)kt (rgZr-
1r1 1r,1) rvrrltc ť()|t't.lI]ccs and fantasics tlrat ch:rllcngct{ tlrc w<lrlt
ol lrir r'orrtcrrrporrries and that, with the risc of naturalisnr as lr

k*ty rrrrvcnr('rrr, rcrrtlccl to be simpler, more direct and realistic, ancl cvcn

**ablrrgra|'lrir,rl. l(y.krrls inspiration came from predominanrly traclitionll
H:g l,'lhL'rr', rr.;r.tl krbuki theater, the illustrated ficrion of rhe ll,d.
*l= lrttt llir lit('r'iltlrr(' ,rlrcrdy anticipated the decadent turn inJapancsc cul-
B* tl tlrs l'rirlrr c'ir. I'lc ilrtracred an avid following of younger wrircrs likc
!hnt**lr 

trrrr'rr lri'. rrrrtl l(awabata Yasunari, and, even larcr, Mishima yukio,

|ntii, ,rtrrl 'li.r'lryltrrra Shuji' In fact, from as early as the mid-Itl9os, ťhc
tlrr-att'r' .r.l;rplctl rnany of Kyokat novels to the stage. (Sec his Nihrn-

állrl rr rllrt'trssi on <lf shinpa theater in part VI.) Primarily a novclist, íls weťe
rtl lrir r'rrrcrrp.rrries, Kyoka also wrote many plays, mostly cluring thc

et n, lvl,r.y .f'thesc original works, like Denon Pond (yasba ga r,tr) anrl
;É*:tlr'litu'rr ('lbusbu rnonogatari), are unbridled fantasies with supcrrtattt-

hata,'r.tt ;rrrrl clcr.ents drawn from ghost stories and legends. Although
rul'tlrcrrr wcrc ncver performed in his lifetime, thanks to revivals sincc

ffF'r by rlrc k.b'ki actor Bando Tamasaburo v and various avant-garclc
I tftlrtr likc Nirrrgawa Yukio and Miyagi Satoshi, these plays have becomc
frnrtlte r 

'l'Kyr)ka's 
works and are, in many respects, more accessible co a

fnlr,rrrcsc public chan his fiction, which is difficult to read.

l,t7't,2,1ro (Yarnabuki, ry4) is an exception to much of Kyokat origi.
lilfk tur tlrc srrrge, in that all the characrers are human, yet the play dis.

Rtttcltt's rlí'tlre grotesque and decadent that can be found in his wildest



flrrrtlrsics. A íirvtlr.irc rtťMishirrrir Ytrki,l, rvlto saitl rrl'it tlr,rr ,rll tltc 1rclr1rlc it l)('l'tl'Jyr ilrš ln

f'act morrstcrs, thc play is l strrtly tlf <rlrscssivc l.rvc, It w;ts íil'st stilli,c(l itl ll)7tl'

How li.ke a louel1 wornanjiesbforn ber batb (ber dark eyebrows,faint rnountain crc éntI

are tbe *bit, biro*, of the kenia rose, strikingly pale against tbeir deep green leaues datll)

witb rain!

Time : The present. A'morning in late April.

Place: A back alley in Shuzenji hot spring. Later, also in Shuzenji, a shortcut in the

woods to the road to Shimoda.

Characters

An -e.ntrst, Shimazu Tadashi, forty-five or forty-six years old

A uoy, Nuiko, viscountess Koirogawa, formerly the daughter of the proprietor of thc

restaurant Yukari, age twentY-five

A traveling ruPPETEER, Heguri Toji' age sixty-nine

A youNc BOy and Crnr, festival pages. A SHOPKEEPER of a general store. A

cRooM. Fourteen or fifteen VILLAGERS

ffi
Á general store. on one sid.e are tbree double-petaled cherry trees in'full bloorn. Inside tbc

,lised. glau d.oors oftbe store are A uariety ofproductsfor salet cuttun batting, paper, bohs of

chtb, dried shi.itake musbroorns, patent rnedicines, soji d.rinks, and the like. In tbe eartben

entrAnce, witb its door open, are su7rie cbairs and a table laid witb beer, jui.ce, a keg of safu

coaered. in straw rnatti.ng, and a bottle o/shOchu. Rigbt buide tbe store is a rice pad$l

To tbe otber side of tbe store is a bedge of cedar nuer A low stone wall, beneatb wbicbflous

a srnall strearn. Safronf.owers and weeds grow in tbe wall. Bebind tbe bedge is a willow in

fresb green trof lit brancbu drooping ouer the patb. A purple rnagnolia i'n blossorn would'

,lr, írrk good in tbe background. Tbere is a path between tbe store and the bedge. Tlle rice

pad$,, wbicb bo, not j,et been tilled, is couered witb green waterweeds. Here and tbere bloom
'rnilk- 

uetch and rnustard blossorns. Followi.ng tbe patb along tbe bedge,fartber on is a barnboo

groae and a tall zelkoua tree, in wbose sbadows tbe patb disappears up tbe rnountain'

The pvpp;11.gx is seated, his back to tbe audience, at tbe squalid-looking table at tbe

earthen storefont. Ás be speaks, he rubs bis upper lip.

*Gtt, tl*rt*t hln,l tttorte t I l'oru' trrc,tttrttltct', rvott't yottl

Ě i'Ěp iFxlrl l lhr rltur|itltt! |inu hrhinil tl,? lllilrÍ l,.ltlitilll)l Wlry, tltcrr aitt'l ttrt

H k* *litlig ttip "Lirr,l"l A ,itrrplc rit' rvill ,l,r rrrc lirre, (,\nilrt u,r;yly,) l)ott't yntt

*# rntt'r ltlglt errrrrrglr yet, rllll ttlatll t lrrw rlrr yrlrt cx1tcr't t(' lllilLť il livlllH lí'y('ll

likďl*tr

' }lrh. lrelr' lralr, l've rlrlrre wltlt wrrrk Íilr tlrc.ley alrcnrly, l)lltlritt ltte firr

h$t,'tt,e l'rtt thr,lrrglr lrerc, l'll jrrst srirgger'rríl'ttr rlry littlc rrcst itt rhe wrrtrtlt,

i lirp lreerlrr't trll rrrc ltow trrtstcrrly your lcgs will bc, llut ir',r ir blr roo carly

lr*. L t,r tlt*t ncst ol'yottrs! *l hrrvc to nritrtl tlrc storc tttday rttt ttlc owtlr

rltle ol the lrrlrlgc trr rlrc prrblic butlrs rkrn't scc rnuch trrrllic cotnprrcrl to thc

ďYlrlt,rtr ltt Sltttzcrril, Nrlwls whctt ytlrr ouglrt ttl lrc rnlrkirrg llroney.

r Rlght y,lr lre . lrirst tlrc krcirls, tlrcrr thc pilgrinrs fiont lllovcr thc cottlltry*-'

* d gr*tttrics, 14r'arrrlprrs with their grandkids, swarllls of thcnt, bhek ar thc

Řrlltg ll'illll tlre r'itrrrrl lrrltrÍircs, ttnclluntcc{ by cloudlrurscs likc rlre lll()11$()('t'll

Attll tllcrr, tlrc lroortr! boornI oťfcstival clrunrs h:rvc rlrowncd tltrt tlrc

,flnllp rurrrlrrg li'orn thc littlc sideshow tcnts-why would uryb<rly wilrlt r(l

*al uvli lre t'c I ( lross thc bridgc, and so long customcrsl Hah, halr ! -l ctn ply

S*le r nrtte cvctritrg ittttl tnitkc sotnc moncy, but I'vc earncd cnough right ttow firr

tt'lwu, *rrrl I rlon't trecd no more than that. -And if worsc comcs to worsr,

fll*tr, ;rr,t lct rne rlic l'tcrc. (Ilows deeply, burnping bis head ltard agairut tltc gl,ut

I ,.-. X irr,l lulstct', lx)ur me anothe r drink!

itlpnr !irrr'r'c jrrst likc a dying sailor begging DavyJones to givc hinr watct"

tlrer'r rvlre lc tlrc cxpression "bottomless cup" came from. . . . Drink as trruch as

Itte trirrrylrrrsincss,afterall. (Wipestbeneckofthebottle.) 
-Justdon'tgt>srnlsh"

Ghe tnetr lr,rrrrlisc thclc, old man.

! hr l,er rrrc .lic in peace, (Gulps down the drink and laps up what's leJi on tlte

e| bi: l,ltrl') l]csiclcs, it's the anniversary of the Saintt death. 
-Rcverend 

K lrÓ,

pir k rrrc rrp irncl take me away in your automobile with im shiny gold trinrl

}EFFnr lt worr't bc the saint that comes and takes you away, but the town hnll,

therc'll lrc lrcll to pay for that. Easy with the alcohol rhere. (Starts to go fusida,)

een (,\lnuiug): Kind master, pour me another!

B E I'l! l(: lris rl-rc Feast of Saint Kobo, so I won't have my spuds turn into stonetl ()ll

tsutrt ol'yrtu.r . . . I hate to be sdngy, so be my guest, drink as much as you like. llut

lF! yott tute y()u finished the last drop ofthe one I just gave you?

l'F-hltl ,\tl Íir, I knocked back five cups. I drank to the snow.. . and now I dr}nk

Ě the lrltrss<lrns. . . . Kind master' three cherries grow under your eaves. . . . Young

Eer lttlt ill ílll bloom. . . . There ain't another house in Shuzenji that can boast srrch

aalnÍ N lur ( Kl'kti, 774-835) was the founder inJapan ofShingon (Mantrayana) Buddhism, an csotcrlc ncct,

!f; l1"1t,'r 
",1 

to have estabiished springs, wells, and reservoirs all overJapan, including Shuzenji hot qrrltrg,

tllralc h,rt him turning potatoes into srones, to punish stingy farmers who refused to give him almr, ď



blosstrttts. *Arr<l it e()srs ttlc ttrltltlttg trl lrrrrk itt 'e rrr.'llre rlrlrrk t'tl$lli ltlť tle rrr, lrrrt ltlll
this is a furc sight. Damn, thatis gootl!

sHoPKEEPER: Don't sPouť nonscnsc. You'rc clrtrnk, old llriln. . . .

PUPPETEER: lVhy, just the occasional cup or two is a libation firr tlrc clrcrrics' t() ct.litlrÉ

they blossom better. A blessing from Sainr Kobo himself!
sHopKEEpER: cut the cheap compliments. -Itt awful how nobody prrsscs this way, , . ,

Just two children a while back, in a procession over the mounrain frorn Tbtsurro, and
nobody else since then, nor even a horse and his groom. -Itt such a bor.c hrving to
mind the shop. -Ah, I can hear the drums!
(The drums are the kind held up on a pole by two rnusicians uho beat thern in tilrn 0n

botb sides. The sound-boom! baboon! boom!-can be beard dirnljt in the distance)
PUppETEER: The pipes and flutes, men in formal jackers and bakarna. -An escort of

firemen and pages. In fore and aft, monks burning incense and chanting sutras. Thc
proce ssion ofyoung men in court caps from the Inner Sancrum, carrying the portablc
shrines. -Hail to the Great Teacher, Diamond of Universal Lighrl Borh righr,and
left of the path are thick with men and women. Offerings fall like rain. . . . The young
ladies of town have come ro pray in rheir besr kimonos with their flowing sleeves.

An old lady leaps out of the Vajra Bath stark naked!2 _Áh, hah, hah, hahl Bet Saint
Kobo would've been pleased if it were a young'un instead!

sHoPKEErER: Shut up! You'll pay for such profanity. (Goes inside.)

PUPPETEER: Hail to the Great Teacher, Diamond of Universal Lightl (Sipping his saké,

slurnps doun.)

(Enter the t.e.ov, Nuiko, bolding a handbag and. afolded urnbrella downward b1t the
bandle. Her bair i.s beld up witb a cornb, and her obt ts slmp$ tied. She is aearing
wooden clogs. Sbe gazes at tbe late, double-petalbd cbeny in blossorn.)

LÁDY: My, how lovely! -Such work for such beauty_ (Pause.). . . You ought to bc
thanked for it. 

-You really are so love ly. such blossom sl (so speaking, sbefollows the
path along the little strearn. Gazing at the sffionfowers growing on the wall, her atten-
tion is turned, to tbe waten) \ hy, itt a carp! Such a big onel -Dear me! Het dead.
(Á longisb pause. Ás the LADY steps aside to auoi.d tbe carp, sbe stops in jiant of the pup-
pet tbat the puppETEER has lefi propped against the aall. It is a beautiful and elegant

fgure of a shirabyoshi /a ncer, attached by strings to banboo sticks.3 Tbe teoy studies it
carefufu, saying nothing. Tbe sound ofrain.)

LADy: Ah, itb started to rain. (TheJapanese umbrella sbe opens bas tbe i.nsignia of an i.nn,

the Igiku, or Well-Side Chrysanthemun.) There are dewdrops on the dollt eyelashes,

as if she were weeping. . . . (Sbe bolds the umbrella ouer the puppet as ifto protect it,)

Vajra bath (tokko no yu) is the hot spring created by Kukai wh enhe srruckhis uajra staffagainst a rock.
Sbirab1oshi reťers to a type of female dancer in the Middle Ages who danced in a man's cap and costume.

{ft*lrrrlF}Řrllr*r hitltalnutul'tlrthnf tarlaiiltl,rit,lr'ť,tllhel.^tty,!ltsntlutlt

*e *, &l*,a, lt Íttltiltt'ei, htl'fht'e uv'inkteil md.fitlthei u,itlt liqnar and plt'kna*ett

ilfttalrd ftrc oila& ,l,attou,, (,'oq,erctt ln t headnalfi he hnkert mltd nannered, lnt
*, vltbaui ll' aud viÍh his hw,l,lirelr,ul anl pn,y lllln br tl a'|ilght to halnld,)

* *lr'tg l', u,é,rrlilg a tlin rlpt ltttl lirlura. I lit ,|it'e is lung nnd ndnilu\ él-

*** h* baaded eyes r litttt ,leep.y hnktng, l le sparts n ilender md u,ell-tttmmert

*lts i' lnpplett u,ith !!t',tl, Ílis ronplexioa is a littlr pnllid, bis esprrssiott

ďtrrlftd, tle is shtrl in llotrou,nl clopl.fiorn llle inn be is shtyingal, and lleed,

HIl,, lte tdn'ia unly l u,alking sliek. Íle stop:; lo gaae at llle tllcnies, ']he l'tlt,"

la*l áar* and ltop dotutl at tllc lablc,)

Pt { xnuu,eruril ,tlntt! tlre t.hDy ! pretence): A puppct, I scc.

:Elt'rre urc, brrt slre docsn't belong ro nrc,

|é*b ara, seeutitlg ltl hnuc noticed har): Excusc rnc, Madame. Actually, l never

li w*l yrlttt's, lr1r jtrsr ir stťilnge siglrt to see in this day arrcl lgc, _In 'Ibkytr,

hfnlly ,uu urr lr ir thirrg nowndrys, not evcn in thc littlc shrinc or tcnrplc filrs oll'

br*ten rru, k, , , , 'llris would bc Lady Shizuka, righr ? Turn hcr around rrnd thcrc|

Bentet, wltlr lris hlrlllcrcl. '. Turn Benkei around arrd yoďvc gor yotrrself an

rplt t itt14 r t'e rl brurclanna, who'll dancc you a jig,a But this olrc docsn't sccnt

tut tilť lttr'lr tr'icks. (Nonchalantly leans in under the umbrella that tbc l.l,tlv

) N,rpc, this onc is just the dancing girl. Ah, but she's a rcal work of lrt, -
a |utrk, rec hrlw Íinc tlrc workmanship isl ... Who's the owncr? \iíhotl lcavc a

tlrlrrp lrlc tlris rrrrr in the rain?

the prrltpetccr', I bclicve, is over there. 
-(A4odestly 

indicating and lowering her

), , ,'lh" ohl rrnn',s bcen drinking.

i I het lrt"s il nlilstcr. . . . Shall we have him perform a bit forus ?

Plea* ,l.rrri, sir, . . . He's had rather a lot ro drink, ir seems.

I rre, lt woukl bc a bother if the mant as drunk as he looks. Ah, but this pupper

. wítrk (rťllrt! _ If you'll excuse me, Madame. (Halfnutterizg) Maybc wc'll

tgeirr rrrr nry wiry back. (Coolly saunters ofin tbe direction of the mountain ?dtl),)

|*'dlou,tn3 l.lěu steps bebind bim): Sír! Uh, sir . . . 
'!7'hich 

way would you bc golng t

|,{gain',ts if'noticing herfor thefrst tirne. SpeakingsoÍb): Please. (/arrsc.) ..,
t rell rrrc "sir.'' Tlre rownt in such pandemonium that I thought I d takc mysclÍ'to

} rtrrtrrrrirrs fbr a bit. 
-Excuse 

me, Madame. (Gazing at ber wtth his sleepy cya,) I

trt ltotie c you be fore , but would you be staying at the same inn as mc ?

Yer, trcll you. . . . In back, downstairs. Uh. . .

lr tltut so? Then' you'll excuse me. (Ágain, rnakes to go.)

šltlrrrlra w,rs tlrc mistress of Minamoto Yoshitsune (rI59_Ir89), the famous general in the war bctwccn

Qenfl nrrtl llcikc clans, and Benkei was his loyal retainer. Yoshitsune was eventually hunted down snd
tr|t t|te ,,r.|crs of his brother Minamoto Yoritomo (ll47-n99) 

' 
who became the first sh gun oť thc

). 1lcrirxl. Many tales and plays haíl Yoshitsune's exploits.



t rrny (l,ill,ut,iltF i tlr1, lthiull): Slr, rrtI yrrttt wtly llťl.',,ll,l y,rtr lr'r1r1rl'rr lrr ttttt llllrt É

llllllll{'l'v|llll wťilliltl{,r i.rtIr'r rvirlr rlrr'ittrr'r itrriptrl,rť

^K 
lts'r'i \tr I rlirl,

t,ntrv: l)irl lrc sry rrotlrittg?

^l('l'ls'|' 
(,\Itntly 1111;'tittgltis,nus): \r)ícll 

' ., irtst its l w,ts itlrtlttt t(' ('l'()ss tlre lrr'itlg,c rrvel

to tlrc Kikrryl rrrrrl N,xliryir inns, orr tlrc rrilirrg, ltttnchcrl to lt l.rtt11 polc, wrts il straw

rllillCollt, _Scctlrs tlrcy wcrc sclling rr lrrt <lÍ:tlrcttl ill tlrc lttltlkct firr tlrc Slrirrtir l)lry, lt

wits lttt lttlvct'tisctl)cllt tlÍ stllrs fill ir, lrtrt it lookctl f<lr rrlI thc wrlrltl likc.l scllrccr(rw, l

srootl rhcrc looking at it rrncl had to liruglr, -t look likc ir sclrccrow nrysclf, nrirtd you,

(,lntilu.) Thoughr of buying onc, bur it'd havc just wcighcd mc down. Thnt was wlrcn

thc rnirnsct'viurt from thc inn pirssed mc.

r.Al)Y: Thcn what happencd?

AR'rIST: Ah, yes. (Ilncrosses'bis arms.).. 
"'The 

ladywent tharway,'said the man, thcn

passcd me. . . . I see, he must have been talking about you. I suppose he choughr wc

wcÍc ít couple and wenc out together. -If you'll excuse me.

t. n p v: Vell, sir. W'e're separate now but late last night we arrived together, you know

Al{'r'Is r: With you?

t,nlrv: Yes.

A lt t'ts'I': I know nothing about that.

l,^t)Y: In Óhlto . ' . \ e came in separate cars, but at the same time. . . .

^l(l'rsT: 
Isharedacar.-Ah,cometothinkofit...there wassomeone Ithinkwhocallcd

fbr the cab, with the most modish hairstyle parted on tle side . ' ' (Halfn bi.rnselfl

l.A l)Y: A woman . . . (Breatbing heauifu.) That woman, as soon as she got to the inn, siÍ,

shc shaved her eyebrows.5 (Looks up, sudden[, ernbanassed.) Her hair was done up in

curls, like rhis.

ARTIsT: Ah hah. (Grouing rnore suspicinus, let acting nonchalant.)

Í.ADY: Sir. (Holding out her urnbrella, hangs her bead. Snou could not be whiter than the

nape of ber neck.) None orher than I was the lady the manse rvant from the inn was

talking about. (Ratber exchedly.) He meant your wife.

(Pause.)

ARTIST (qieÚ),. . . Meaning?

LÁDY: Last night, as soon as I arrived at the inn with you, I told the innkeeper I'm with

Mr. Shimazu. You see, I, uh, . . . (Habingfu, pausing a ?rtornent.) I know you from your

photographs, your exhibitions. -"I'm Shimazut wife," I told the innkeeper. "I fol-

lowed him on rhe same train in secrer, so he wouldn't see me," I said. Of course, what

I said didn't make much sense, but I said it. . . . And the reason I gave was my husband

was having an affair and was meeting a woman there.

ARTIST:.f was.

reov: Yes, you being my, uh, husband.

5. Although outlawed as a practice in r87o, shaved eyebrows traditionally indicated that a woman was married. totr,,nl tbc patb into the nountains.)

* l lf I , llrrt w,tr rlttltc itttlrrttltrctrt ol'yilrtl (,\mrhs u'tyly,\

* iirl. lIlr.,rtl,írrtgivc tttc, rlt, "llrlrrL tttt'ttt'tl tlt,ttl'lrl ltiltt ilr \('( l'('l, \(} l t,ttt s1ry rttt ltitlt.

lll lr,rL, rrry.t.ll lu,rkrlillcrctrtirrr.rrcwr'rtttrirttoc.t. lt,rtltet'irrtlrclrlrllwirylrrrcl lg,ct

Faltgln," I s*irl, . , , Arrrl liglrt thcrr .rrrrl tlrcle, irr lirrtrt ol tlrc tttirlrll st,trrcl, I shavc.l

lil| "Yrl,l,,tvr, 
t".tt't,lttg,...l rrly lrlrir', slrrltlk rlíl'nty ll,ttlt'i, itrltl reticcl nry obi this way

ll i*,,,tu,'ly luntt ,ttvttttrl ,tuil,qitrrs ,tt tht' btnu.) looscly, tclling hirn, "For heaven's sake,

keť g l1i" il r('r r('t," 'llrcrr irr tlrc t'c:11istct', itfte r yotrr namc I wrote "his wife ."

* t tr t (l ,t,t.,,t$li,qlttly, htrt thrn ('ncrutusly): One cotnes to a place like this for rest, so

'- l'li lrr,l,,lg. ,r ltr'.rrrk likc thrrt, I supposr:. . . . W'ell, you'll have to excuse me-
' Itl.'rrc, rir, rLrrr't bc ungry with nrc.

lr l , \\'lr,rt í l llvc stllttclr<ltlyls trcttrtiÍtrl wife play a joke on me ? _You never know,

I mtglrr lre 1,1,',rrerl. 
:--lltrt I lcally must go.

, Wlr*r'll I rLr? Sir', tlris was no joke I was playing.

li | , Wlr'rr ,lrr yorr rrtcirtt by that? (Speakingsbarpfufor thefrst ttme.)

(l lptrt, trrnhlin,q slight[t): I beg you, look. I have something to show you. (Pull-

Itq ftn,,'lully,tt tlr slt'rut of'ltis cape, she draws birn back toward the edge oftbe stream.)

I.rf,'l t lr,'r", (,\'ltt points at the dead carp. It still is inuisible to tbe audience.)

I tr I , llr.rr ir ,rwlirl! l{ow fiightful!

frr, \tr, I lcll lilic rhirt carp. I'm at death's door myself. (Tbe Ar.Trsr sq/s nzthin&

Jt}rr. )'llrer'.'.ucnrcnaftcrme. Iftheyfindme,they'llhavetotake me away.-Ihap-

p f t*rl t' r'r'( ()llrizc you ,rnd followed you as far as the inn, then I took it in my mind

lr drr r,lrr.'t lrirrg rrnpardonable. I was desperate and made up my mind to die . -Any-
**f, I rlt,rvlrl ttry cycbrows, changed the way I look, and pretended to be your wife. I

tr lrlrt, ,rt ruy wit',s cnd, at that busy inn. Please forgive me. . . . Never in my dreams

Ťrrrlrl l r'vr't' 1llity lt trick on you.

ll I r I rrrpposc tlrcrc's nothing I can do.

Itlelu,t,tntly, ts if'unsatisfed uith his response): Can you forgive me? . . . I know

$h r,rrrrr.lt .rs il: I'rn taking advantage of your kindness, but . . . would you please let

f fult yorr ()n your walk? I'll even follow behind you. If you grant me this wish, no

Eewtll rrrrtir'crlrc, I'msure. 
-Sirl(Euersoslightfucoquetti.sh.) 

Please, letmecome

*ltlr Ylrr,

l' (l:intly): Y<rtrd be in the way.

r Ah,, lrrrt, no. You see, even ifl went with you, Id go only so far as it took to

rrlr rrry rnirrrl to become like that thing there. (Poinx at tbe deadfish.)

l Í r We ( illl't hlrve that happen to you! I have no idea what your situation may be,

yor lnust n'r cnd up like thal

)'l'ueu (l ,.yiuo.face down, tben boltingup suddenfu), Master! Gimme another drink!

I

'ť (l lrlri4q, but trying to pay, bim no attention): I consider it my duty to sée that

the ve ry lcitst you do not turn out that way. -If yoďll excuse me. (Steps aua1 and



r,,r rr v (,{,r lAp,r n'r t s't' ciltappeaw ln kr thp ppa, $p lta*lly rwt afr er bln, tban beldt

tt,,tttl'tin.q ltin,t1l): Nrrthirrg lests, tltle r lr? (,llr hn*l t',,tlurl, njhnued o|'heť opil tilh'a|

,lltc ttpetts l'tcr wtthrcll,t, tllttugl,t tlwe il rut uin, ii i|'t0 l,líh lrr nilnntt.lltttcul, tlle

dcjectcdtyl head.s irlto rhc: gnt,ue tlf'trecs,llun{ tllr *nnr pilh lbc 
^R'l'ls'l'//r.rÉ.)

pUPI,ETEER: Mastcr! Anothcr drink !

sHopKEEpER: Tch! You arc a troulrle makcr, arcn'r you? (Pours ltin anotlten)

puppETEER: But this drink-hah, hah, hah-I dedicatc to the moon. Vhcn rhc cloudl

come our, the full moon hides his face. (Drains the glas in one gulp.) Aaah, whcWl

. . . The bill, sir. . . . (Shpplly pulls out a cbange pursefom a string around hls neck and

tosses d.own sozne coins.) For Saint Kobo and the moon as well. These coins, too, shina

like the diamonds of universal dharma. Oof I (Stands. He is tall, staggering on a pab

of scrawqt shins poking througb torn gaiters. The sHopKEEPE& pa ng bim no mind,

clears of bis table anfl goes indoors.) Oof ! (Tipsily staggers ouer to the puppx.) My dcrr

Lady Shizuka ! (Suddenty raputful, he practicalfu collapses to tbe ground to przstrlrlc

bimself before the doll. Pause. His drunken eys take in tbe dead carp.) !Lh, brother,

you lie there still. Did an orrer bite you? A weasel take a nip out of you? Somebodyb

surely raken a chunk out of you-look at them teeth marks-and now the maggdt!

are making offwith whatt left. Any stray cat or dog that saw you here would havc

raken one sniffand left you to rot. Even a dogwouldn't eat you. You had it in you to

become a dragon, but some ill karma fell on you that youÍ carcass should be exPosed

here, food for the worms. Poor thing! -Ler me give you a proper funeral. (Pulls out

the blo;ated, rotten corpse of tbe carp. Now tbe audience can see it.) But I don't know

whar to say for your last rites. How'bout this: "A curse on all who think ill of yout

Go haunt the lot of them, even charge an admission fee! Amen!" (Wraps tbe carcas

in tbe headscarftied around his neck witb bis change purse, straps it to his waist, and

kneels doun again.) tth,Lady Shizuka I ((Jnties tbe ragged cloth around bis throat and

wraps it ouer bis znoutb, like a gag. He bas done this so as not to ffind tbe beautful

aornan with his breatb, stinking of stale abohol. He raises the doll on its barnboo ?nle

bigb ouer his shoulder and heads toward tbe rnountain path.) Oof ! (Tipsily staggers

fom side to side.)

(Tbe r,xov step| ilut stightbÍr,rn tbe shadow of the trees, watcbing tbis scene')

puppErEER: Oofl (Staggers.) Oof I (Staggers.)

tlou (Slowl1l stepsfom tbe shadous and crosses the pvPPETĚERi path, as f turning back

the walt she carne, and accosts hirn): Grandpa, grandpa!

(The tuŤŤnrnm, tall and redfaced, looks eerifu at ber as f he were possessed.)

tlov (Boldl1, Xrides up to hirn)r I no longer have any wishes for this world, nothing

holding me back, so please, if theret anything I can do to make your wish come true,

I'll do it for you. Please make me a wish, grandpa. (Tbe rvrtrrnnt, still silent and

gazing at ber as f to consuTne ber witb his eyes, euentualll picks u? a rope fuing under

a bale of roXen straa b1 the roadside. He approacbes her uith it dangling, swinging

timplyfrom bis hand.) Ahl (Sbe srcps back. Tbe puppETEER sneers 4t her) I thought

g wbrt lťlr h n lnlbrl Vhrt rru yoli E6l ! a
**pr*r

p*lu 
'ár 

t,tll yp't'nn n ntelvly retthp: ul lils u,t'tuklerl hnd mi lrcr*aus

i *rĚtn5 &r', lr ha,le, ns,rl,, i,'lo ífu sh*trur 'the trre:'\

*lll yrrrr rlrr rrr rne I Wlrnt rre yl'lr plnnnlng ro do? (She,filhtu,t lsin lnlo tbe

t*r *agr i, ťr,,|,l'y, I;it,r tt,ltilr duth u,,tdillr tltou.qh thr rire paddy ln n tinr,

3wl+, tl ls,,ts il uryrr,,t |,nr'lťtll l|'spriug\ passing,)

ďtxs a hrrrr, etttr3e'l 'fioru lhe lt'tes, .t7,tz,i4q llnrk tlle fu4y hť ilma 'lhťrť

l;pl aÍ'l'tte ltn lltr hurte't lt,ttk, tltntatitlrts lo the lurlple. '!hc sat:ks hear lnhelt

) tn uuittrn, "l)'htte llirr, I Inil ttt the (ireat 'lbncber, I)ianntd of'Uniuersel

'Ťhp e wer l rlght trr clrill ytlur bloodl \ílry, t'ttnkcs ttrc wtrndcr wlrcthcr tlow,

fu ttrrrrntl*y iun, rlris ricc I'nt cnrrying hasn't turtrecl co sand. (Wts bis hrows

4Al |i'l1 l oltl tt.|ěul gnlinsJi,orn orta tlf'the saÁ.) Still safe. (I'istcns to lhe

$ ftttuat lŮtttn,) *'llrrrnks bc to Sainr Kobo! Scill, it was awfult l)lnrnctl

Řey xere, r('ill'ť(l tllc lilt <lr.rt of mc!

THE STAGE REVOLVES

r--
SCENE 2

* rteep hill 1,1.,7: /llternate r7tus, two to threefeet wide, ofmustardf.owers and

ila tlry ln,tt, ttl'tbc bill bloorn bushes ofKenia japonica" a wild rose. IJehw in

tbe lintt ttf'tht trutuntain has deepllt eroded awai,, is an expanse oJ'gras whgt

láThags pvtt, harc and tbere, srrlall and spirudfu as stalks ofrattan'

tS'thftl Elrlc i.t a uopclcd rnountain witb stands of euergreen 1ak, s7rne trees tall, olh'

tbeb lttttt,ghs so thick thel seern. black witb leaf roiling like eddies of black clouds,

ro tltc lrigbtness of the scene on the otber side'

7rť lr,ith tt,utrls its way down tbehanamichi and betueen tbe bilk. In tbe distancc

lrt rnuut,ilrt chain.

* lsalliu,y ttp tltc slope between tbe kerria rlses gruwi.ng 0n tbe cWand tbe mustard

hl1ui* ,t,,r rilrrsr quietlit takes a swigforn aflask of whiskey. -Tlte 
call,Jir otf, ol'

'liuo, tbree sbarp cries ofa cockerel, tben,fartber away, tbe belllng oJ'a dcen

tllerr 'lit Ío7/l'c tirne, seerningfu surprised. Tllen, as lf sping 0n shvneone, be bidcs

I l,tr lraues and flowers.

L*gi rntrrr. In one band sbe bolds her urnbrella; in tbe other she clirtgs to one ertd

V, Sltr it lcnding tbe pvppnrnlu, bis headscarf ti.ed like a rnonkey's bit. Strapped

lc lth l),tck is a black, Western-style urnbrella and, uerticalll, bis Sbizuka doll, His

trb hukl tbe puppeťs barnboo stafi are tied bebind bis back witb the LADY's rzpc.

*pn, ltis .rboulders slurnped, it is as if he were beirug led' to slaugbter. Still drunk,

urt unsteadlt legs, be xepsfortb into tbe sbadows of tbe deep rauine at tbe foot of tbe

,ď



,,,t,,lill.tl,l',/lrr t.,rtry rrl*tsrs thr rope, ,tlti tt,|itlls ta ilte groanrl I7'Íh t' hp u'dsn't llot

'ii, 
|iiír;l:,',i|,,,,,,"),",i,i),, 

i,r,i,,,,,r'li',,* tl,ri.^t y, llr ttntir'' tlr hrlillt''tr'|''

,ffi ;;l;;nrr'gh l',rr y'u furlr, whar,lt nte tt'rr the rutnp or back that

l*rr* Ht tt,tir tlte ltearl, lr'rr llly edÍrl ar hnrtl {r ytllt r'nl1l

n***'tlttt lteglll !irtt lreatt.| |I'ottlgdlltoutrolt|,hrrsel|,ls i|.pns,es,eet,.Jle

*** *saxnd, her hah'.flving, ber.lite gtrtttttng p'ile' llening "'t 
1lryilin!

lit* * **nt , :lte hegins lr) ,ttn out ttl'hrcdtlt') Alr I l;or plty'r *rkc' I crrnl rrrkc

C*n'ttrl= it anylnorrl (lxtrll'llrnt''r thc spiritl Kccp lt ttpl

w*nr tht eraldn*utnt, lwetuls lttttt ll'te rnulne' '!hough nhn' he hastans to

i =t{*ianrel
*}| {Í]rr s*tug llittt, lrr,fi,til tmns'fieeze' her lcgs lurn to.jcfu' ud she sinkt

'tlk btll' t n n, a,fh i n r,)

iaThhlty, ."'lir rcvivc yorr' -Vlrrrt orr carth has lreen goingon hcrc? (/z

L?nnťU,, Uuo u,r,ltlrs ttt,,uttl ()n fhe gtowtd.'!hc e.ttrrcr obscruet him,) l've

*ht ďrlr lr *lrrrur' lrrrt l rltl krrtlw itnything tlkcrr too íar is wrong'

S ftt ltnttl)t Wlrirt lrirvc I c{otrc? I'vc cxposcd you to somcthing so lrnsc'

at,, 1,t,,,,u,, tltottltl cvct'scc' lct tlouc do' Oh' what am I to do? (llcgins

)iÉrltnradllv,)

ťlo' u' ta lttp hrr, ltr rttlx llcr hands, her back, in an efort to soothe her)lPlclsc,

Prrelt' t t rt.,-^..,

lii f llfof, ltl, ltlttttrlv.flcslt in bis.iacket and, panting' bows on hand and kncc in

Alr , ','llrir tttttst [re, cr' cr' your husband' \7ould it' mďam?

t'UlrI)DTt:|lR: l.ldy, lrorror y<rtrr prtltrrisc ltrtl gritrrt nre wlrlt l l'rcgtlÍ yrlrr' (I le rises on hlt

hands and legs ancl grovclsJhcc dowtt irtto the gras')

LADY: Ar You sure' grandPa?

PUPPETEER:Couldl-"k.upsuchalie?Please,thrashmeaslrardasyouc{t.I.
reov: Strike You? Are You sure?

PUPPETEER: Thrash -' 
"ttrou 

draw blood' till I caďt breathe no more' I beg you!

l-.lov: Reďly hit you? Yoďre sure' are you?

PUPPETEER: Please, doďt rife with me! I caďt wait no longer'

LADY: . . . I woďt trifle] in case later you resent what I do' -Vell' in that case' sincc I

made a promir., t'tt tt"lly bt"'yoo' Bt"' * irhr-' (She strikes birn three'four tirnes with

buJrp)rrrrurnbrella' thenf'ua six rnore times tofollou')

o'oor'ru^' No good! No good at ďl!

trou (\4/btppinghirn)z Like this? -Like 
this?

puppETEER: lb. -.^k;a;,isting around to look at ber.) Let me really have it! Like you

were giving me what for'

LADY: Lik I, uh, was givingyou what for -
PUPPETEER: Thatš why it's not good enough! Hang on a sec' (He rernlues his padded

uest togetber *ith hli ;o" o'laTUfy o'x'dio'k't' baring bis skinnl' wrinkkd back'

Hetotterstohisfeetand,*b,o,,,tbetreewithbisbacktouardherHeturnsaround
and glares al h"l ní 'r'ne 

parchment so the staffand ribs are exposed' If you just

continue swatting me the way you were' you woďt even scratch me'

uw (Sighing): Ah!

PUPPETEER: YoťlI never be ab1e to Put any muscle into it if you keeping thinking

I'm just some old' dJ"kt" btgg"t' Surbly' lady' theret somebody you hate in this

world, someone youd like to ďrrash the living daylights out of' A mother-inlaw'

a father-in-1aw, a brother-inJaw' some relative' some strange! even a friend' You

needn't hold back'

LADY: Ah!

PUPPETEER: Think oíthose bastards and give me what for' All right? Are you ready?

repv: Ah!

PuPPETDER: Pull yourself together!

LAD': Ah, arl right, ,n-^, (Z-r*s aroused., sbe begins ripping the parcbment off tbe

urnbrella, ord ir,, Ao-l-'g, 
'1" 'util'outtr 

He'f'ng'r' and arrns grou pink uith thef'ou

of blood to br, ,*trr*itírr. -She 
grasps tbe urnbrella again.) _You beast! You beast!

You beast! You beast, You!!

PUPPETEÉR: v^t"' Gi;'l'gÍointl7)lJnh'yeah' right there' uh huh' that's better now

Oh, Yeah.

l'Ín tt,r,,,,. tll tlris lntly, particularly' Call me an acquaintance'

,tlt .llrcrr 
le r tlris olcl rnan tell the gentleman-her acguaincance, if you will-

hrppettlrrg lte rc. Ycs, cr, forgive me my impertinence-this ain't an eesy story

i ;;, , , ltt rrl,,,rt, this dried-up, decrepit ruin' slimy and black as a strip of ecl
-*ar,t,,.. 

il y()tlnl{ tnan, and long ago committed a great sin' All for a woman' I

rnale rlr,rr w,)lrntl irself around an angel on some high balcony. No, rathcr' I was

# rh,r'.| gobblccl up a frog in a pond' I'm at a loss for metaphors" " I suckcd thc

tl&trl,ur.l',,r,t .rÍ:hcr. _And when I awoke from my dream' the sin I committcd

fu-n,., 'l hcrc wns nowhe re I could go' ' ' ' Exposing myself to the elemcnts' risk'

hŘ rrr.l litrrll to ltrsc myself, to disappear, I met a traveling monk on the pilgrimi

ii St,*,,u,,-rur"ly it *", saint Koto himself-who left me rhis mysterious gift.

dpll atrrre h..l to this bamboo pole is the image of a lovely woman. I'm surc shc''s

l; ;r.tt rinrc the old man g.ts dtonk, so I bite on this kerchief to Protcct hcr

the lirllrcs Íi.onr my fo,rl_r-.i[.,g -outh. . ' . This beautiful young lady is a god'

frtt rh.*. ltrrcicnt eyes' so every time I see her I'm reminded of my old sin. \ťcre

lltlte tblc tnorn and night to punish me, to beat and torture me' then perhaps

]áuld ri,l rrrysclíof at 1.asi som. of the sin I've piled up. I'm not afraid neither of

dnc tt' lrcll irr d.,. afterliíe. My load of suffering in this life is not enough, so I long

,tht,,1q clsc in all the world. I'd have old wives and women' the kind whod lic

ď



wltlr ltte ltr rcerly llrrpltrrrrler rrt ttntler lhe vernttrliir rlí'vllt*ge rhrlttct' lrlsk *nd tle*t

rue,6rrr rr wur 'evcr.,,;;;, 
t, *0,, u benrrtllirl lirtly wlr. l.rt he r pt'ecl.ttr llt'c' ulltlue

to thc ťccklessrrc** uf tl.l* lr.rc beggrr, Srr, lť l'trr lrrrt ptrtt lrhctl gt tlre lruttrls oť l yottttg

rrncl lrcrtutiftrl w()nrirn likc lrer, nry Hcsh rrtrrl lrltxltl scarcely ícel a tlrirrg' *Arrd when

such l wislr, tlre vcritalrlc prrryer oťt glrost or vcrrgcÍirl spir'lr' crrtltcs firltll sttttrcoltc

with rny f'ace, anybody it' ni* 
'ight 

mind woultl rtln nwry' ' ' ' Youtl hrvc to be I rllnt

or a genius, a fearless hcro or Jnl.,-, of p..rlcss virtuc, to listcn to n rale like minel

-ďi, ,uin you see before you was born sixty_ninc yeafs ago' and it's forry_one yearl

to the month and day tod"y th* he made this vow' -And here it was iust now thet

this beaudful l"dy ".'o't'á 
this beggar' called to me' promising me she'd grant mc

any wish I had, whatever it might bJ'*_I may be no exPeÍt' but itt my trade' after all'

and I made the most ft"t'o-Jf"tt I could' but I could see she was afraid of nothing'

no ghost or de^o" t'r*, ftr vengeance ' I told her my wish' a wish I'd borne so long'

thatlwantedtobeexposedlikesomecommoncriminalontheexecutionground.
And so we came here, on the roadside to be sure' but in a hidden place in a gully

wherethemountainhaswashedaway,wherelcouldsubmittothisblessedbeating,
this exquisite tortuÍe' ' ' ' Master' _Thankyou' lovely lady' thankyou most kindly!

rtov (For thef'rst tirne, calm)t Does it hurt you' sir?

PUPPETEER: \rhy, lady, thi' p"l" brings as much joy to ďris besotte1|i* * the caress

of a spring breeze, o''h' '*"' ""á' 
p'off"ed by Kannon herself from the tresses

of a willow. . . . And that it was a be auty like you, mďam_better yet, somebody like

'oneofthemBuddhistshe-demons-makesmeworshipyouevenmore'likeyouwes

some kind of angel or goddess' Surely' thanks to the pain you inflicted on me' my

flesh and bones have g'l*" 
'oft 

and supple' my blood courses fast like I was twenty'

years old again, and I can live another blessed day with joy in my heart'

ARTrsr (Cocking bis head as he listens, be casualfu ilgt o 
"p 

a gold'tipped cigarette)t Old

sbel

+t r, tly uttlort rlerirr woukl be lirt yott, rlry lovely lnrly, r,r lrent ttlc rley alier'

*{á d*y etrrl lrlplrt, rtll rrty lrrltly wat ptttrttttelerl trl rlrtrt, '=:llur l'vr rrrlrer'crl tt1r

*mgglr rrl'thlr rrorrrrrxc, -lty tl,ry t ,rvokl orltet'r, ltttt frrrt llke tlte batlgetr nrltl

lg1d 3rrlrllrrt, lllIllť (..lll hegrrrrlgc ttty utrtttltlg lrtt tltlr tttottlttitltt trail to ShrrrrerrIl,

ln a Ílr4rhortrc ltt'l'ptrrtrtrt nlrlrrg tlrc w{y, r(' en|oy n rlip lrr Snlrrt K tllti'r

:'lirday, l'll lee nry f'ect t$kc tne s.ttttcwltct'c tlown thc rond ttl Slrirrrotl$, I

šf slrrutlr átttl wltcr, lrut lJelvenis ltivcr/ rtttl tlre rrrrrol'l'irr rr ditclr eitclr Irirve

*Ff*te srtttrldi, titt ltcrc's wlrcrc you antl I nrrrst plrt rn<l I'll rrcvcr scc thc likes

B 4rrrr, May the twrl ttÍ yrrrt [)ť()sl)cr till tlrc errd of tirrrc. -l,ndy Slrizrrkl, lyc,

|iltl elllllllÉlly'

slll, (lltftinu l,ttu!ť drl inportartt decision, she stcals bersel/i) I'll fbllow yorr

*X fnf f+lrly e ottrsc fitr tctr ycill's' t hundrcd cvcn' to mnkc your wish cotnc trttc

F rn anrl nlglrt, (t'ut't'ti'rItR, by his uisage, wordlessly expruses shock')

t leli ltourc, I'rn thc wifb of anocher man' So he won't drag mc back, IU

! hyxll'nrrywhcťc| ll() trtlrrtcr how out of thc way it was. As it is, I've nowhcrc to

-=Yherr I uw rhrrr rlcircl cirrp in the ditch, how dreadful ir was, I madc up nry

lll th.frrlr poison or drown, commit suicide someho* no matter how ugly nry

Wuulrl lrx,k, llur rn:rybe ir was just our of impatience with me that you saicl

gVet let ruc cnrl uP that way. . . . In any case, because of what you said to mc

th*n, t rlrt ltlccl trot to kill myself.

s,:l nrrr rlrc wiÍ'c of Koitogawa, a family with a title but no money'

Ah, rlrc vlscotttrc',s ?

hat rh,ttrl.l I s.ry? Why . . . it was some years ago, back when you had just

Irorrr liut'<tpc. With your friends and fans, you used to come often, to

L . . ((iazes at tbe tvrtsr eatatkalfu.)-Have you forgotten mc? lirr

the tl,rrrglrte r tt the Yukari Restaurant.

Alr, s() you'rc o-Nui? . . . The little sisrer, right? I heard folks say how pretty

f$Bnget ollc w:ls.

UlťtrtÍht/l,, Ycs, master. I'm sure my mention made no more impression on yott

lttltlť('nc c<rmmenting on how cold it was on a chilly day. I was so shy abclur

íeerl by yotl that I wouldn't even dare stray Past the threshold of a room you

llt, but I st,rycd close enough that I never missed a single word of what you hacl

*t ruty ofyour parries. \ hen you held court in the room downstairs, I d lic face

run rhc lloor above and listen in. And when you were in the room at back, I d

ggt ln rhc bathhouse in the courtyard behind, pressed naked against the wall'

liťlrlttcver room they put you in, like a mouse' I'd find a spot to hide myselí,

hcnrr likc a moth drawn the líght of your heart. Nobody, not the hardworking

man, care for a smoke?

PUPPETEER:Vhy,sir,ifsakéisholywater,th"ntobaccoisincenseburnedforadeadman'

ARTIsT:Haveasmoke,t'hen'(HoldsÚutacigarettecaseencrusteduithpeark')

PUPPETEER:NowdoďtitshinelikeSaintKobotstaff?'Tisasin'(Craulsoutandlights
one of the gold-tipped' cigaretta') There'll be hell to pay for this' 'Tis a sin'' to be sure'

til ďy op lr, "*"n 
of 'ti' 

h"' purple smoke and sail offto paradise'

LADY: I have to leave now 'i'' ' ' ' Rtt yoo sure all you wanted was to.be-beaten?

PUPPETEER:EveniftheKatsuraRiverturnedroundandflowedbacktheotherway'I'd
tell you no lie.

LAov: Ask me a favor' I feel I sdll owe you'

puppETEER: Had I anything left to 
"'tt' 

nA be for you to beat and punish me again'

another time, three times more'

6. Kannon is the bodhisattva Avalokitesvara' sometimes called the goddess ofmercy' Millyi0í'ry.
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trtlltlr ttrrr evflt llly wlrrlrlly llqt l', šYFf gttcl,etl lrow l fclt alrottt yott' lvly hll* fI

r'rrc, My ge rtrrr*' ,", *t"itJ 'i""'-"''" 
r"':u:'l "'"lll:1,:::'::t:T:::::Jll:i'*tXI

l:':;,il,::llr;llJll,"'';;:r;il';;ii*,'," 'r'u"i"" 
rr^.- two''rrcr r'rw*rn't

evetr ltyrtericrl**peoplc srritl I wu r littlc stt'irrlg'c' ' ' ' tlleune' slr' tttttlcntattrl whet I

siry,.,.Itrtrlywcnt-fit'ftt'*'y"Vltt'''"t""'*11i1tl'tirtrrwlrolcycirrrllIcottlddow'l
wccpi tlly hlrir grcw r'"l{.llJ *il.r. l, *.rn', ls iťtlrcy locke rl nrc up, lrrrt l irrst lry therl

likctncnrlrtyslrcllwlriletlrcyterrtlecltot-tlc.ltantroy..ln.'.thltlcotrltln'ttlic....lfblt
wlctchccl thot I cor'rltln't 

""ift 
a'*npcar' lnd so somchow I wcnt olr livirrg'

-\Whcn 
I c'.rnrc to my senscs' I was alrcady twenty'thrcc' My'mother' who hod ro

spoilccl mc in that big il;;: ;"i passed away' 1when blind lovc dies' thc worlel growl

clrrk. Having bcen able to have my way so long made mc f'ccl obligatccl to crush thll

sclfish nature of mine' Siff' f 
""yta "tn'n' -t 

turned down all the suitors that my

brothers and sisters 
"na "i"'i"t' 

picked out for me -kee 
n merchants' sawy busineli'

-.n,.u.r, one-and married into the family I did'

Therewasthemother.inlawandtwosisters.in-law,onedivorced_thfeWoÍlcllr
Itt the family t*di'i""';;;id' for awife to s.e:ve 

l.r 
t:11:t'- 

l:::::::ffi:
L:'::::;HlJffiffi io"*.**o in the suburbs. . . . r cur vegerablco, ,

Evenings l went out *J;"o'h"]i"l"* to shop for groceries_I didďt mind

those household chores' For savories for supper ""d '*t"t' 
for snacks' the boys from

the restaurant brought 'i'- 
u, bicycle' ďi th' *"y from my hol'':" Nihonbashl'

cases of food, pails of fish' tutti 'i"glt 
d"y' My- 

lother-in-law 
would berate the chcf'

saying the fish *""" r"'t' o' th' l"l't hadďt set' that they were feeding us thc

restaurant customers' I;;t;"' and sometimes she d even kick the trays of dishcs'

At first, knowing I *-, sarl ;; ir,.p., t swa[owed my anger, my bitterness, but whcn

this went on for a year, two yeaÍs' I learned ho* th'y 
""tly 

f'1'' _ My husband' for

srarrers . . . well, they all had rheir eyes on my mopey, that is, my share of.the family

business. The monthly interest-how shall I say it?-it was enough for living costs'

but it was never enough for them' Every time a niece had a suitor' or a cousin got

married, I lost some t"i'loorn' like a formal kimono oÍ ornaments for my hair' My

brocadesandwhiteunderthings,myblacksatinandcrepe_everysingleboltofcloth
for my kimonos was sold for "i"tt' "td 

year-end gifts' presents to pay offthe people

they knew with some favor or other' The chest of i'"**'I brought with me when I

*"rri.d w", practically empty by then' ' '

And what did my husb""á ao ro' a living? He wrote PoetÍy' both classical and in

the modern style ; he wrote plays; he sent letters to the editors of newspapers'

ARTIST: It must have been hard on you' But surely he s']tt t:t 
l,:::O:t::-,".., k,.rrqh,

luP *i h{ ln fiorfunliltmlb
tgn xtth * *rlrl that lepr rrre ltr bcrl lirr tltter rlnyr,'lherr irr tltc linll ott rhe

ltt3} xnre iYálel ltl rlritrli, I ilcar,l rtry ttltrrltcr irr,luw riay, "Nrrwlr ttttr clrlttcc, . ' ,

*' * tťhtl ltet ltrrtttr i"'llrlt t'rrt rric trr tlrc 11ttick,

ti* :1, hrt rure'

i frr rher ell ir w*sl --l wits st, tttittl, rny cold clcarcd up completcly and

B7 hurlranrl, 
,'|ive n ll't lt:tvc ttl íiglrr fbr it, I'll go horne and bring you back

, Bttt t want yott to tlo sortrcthing fbr nrc, just once-take your mother

hlf nrtlrltlry ruorrr, tlrcrr gllb youl' orlc sistcr: by her ponytail and slap the

hafd s*:t.'r, the íirce l'' . . .

l&lttbting,,at):'llr;rt's rhc spirit! Thatls the spirit!

Hlh, hrlr, lr*lr t llcr thar rtrntlc you fccl be tte r ! Hardly meek, mind you'

i b e n n n i I i u,q, t r i l' n I I u c rc.t'b rgo t t e n) : Har dly.

h+ th.t,, állywÉy,

a rleltrorrt" rrry lrusbrrnd suddenly shouted, and he flung me out of the

hpbbed rrre by tlrc hrrir nnd slapped rnehardacross the face. That nightwas

il$tf t N,r, rlrc nlglrr bcfirrc lasr-had I left that night it would have been too

iir, il I war rs good ls a goldfish or quier as ahouseplant, then the house

I *rt b,rrn í)r onc ()f nry relarives would surely take me back, but I have my

,, , Beerly tu rlic bccirusc chcre was no place for me, I've found a place to go now.

fffy',ntton,) l'll lirlkrw rhis old gentleman. -This man understands the sin of

i ťttlltalt lrr lltr, arrc.l trow he wants to pay for it by being beaten night and day.

all rlrc w,rrucrr of this world to av nge ourselves on this one man' -He
tlrh rlrrll rlí] l.ldy Shizuka as if she were human. He'll offer me the pride

L|&tlrg,,l lrauirlg bccrr born a woman' and in Íeturn' he can have my weak and

trrnly, likc thc carcass ofthat dead carp he saved from its fate'

(&neltntr, urililing, sometirnes cocking bis bead doubfulfu): Madaryre' I mean,

I a u gl n,gu i I el essly) : Ye-es !

b ther. rrothing I can do to change your mind?

rlr, t ltrlcss you take me by the hand, back to the inn . . .

rJllr,rtir right! Thatt right!

*ttrr l it ilcnt.)

lllr,t annuil), Sir.

Matl,rtrre , y()[l are ill, yoďre sick. But I'm no doctor and I cannot tell you what

_l c,rlr't Íirtlrom your reasoning, but then again, I doďt claim to understand

of'otltcr people. I've nothing to teach you. \ hether itt right or wrong to

lpU tr*ch wirh rne, I can't say at the moment. I'm not leavingyou out of coward-

lln grre,,ceupicd with my own work right now and haven't the freedom to Pass

on you. -I'm sorry to say I'm weak, and I can do nothing for you' But if
wnir lirr a rnonth or even a forrnigh! then I d find it in me to do something.

:[ili:;:iL,,;;;:"' were mv inheritance' and thev bullied me unless I brought

my inheritance to them' If I coughed or complained of a headache' all the inlaws

would huddle together *ttd 
^ottJ' 

k'es like youd hear in a play or movie' that it was

"that lung disease" ""i 
i* tf" sake of the family they had no choice but to send me

back home. -'Put of *ith it! Put up with ltt" was 
"ll 

my hu'b"t'd ever said' but I d



l.^t)Yl Mtlllťl', ilr tltc ťrrttrsc trÍ:lttrt ('lle lliHht l've chnngerl tlrs wey l look' My

t'iuťt wult ntry l,rtrg,ct'

^R.I,ls,l,: 
[Jrrrlcrstrxltl, (rls l|'tttl lttugrr,tlilr to looh l'tet'in rl'lr |yr' l''ť ttlt}'l'Í /í' /lJť t't'pp

't'titin,) *()kl rnrrn, protttisc to kecp hel contpitny'

f'ulpri,riririn: l'llbc het alf- 6, pi'cks up tltc t'xtt.t' tlrctt 
f:," ":::r:::,:'!:lti-i'j:'::;;;;:";;'ii, il,r'.),í, "*rr', 

trkn h,r llartcl so sbc witt notJitl') l'll lrc lrcr

and take her wherever she wants to go'

ffir'r' uk tr,n, |roa'i,ryll,? u,hl:hp'y, Šllenrc, ,1 tltlntt parre' uuer, det*''lng

,l **4 x'rirle, l, tť, irrl|,nliťntly, l )i dnt 'utanils tt|'totttt nil'rh' 'lltett' gtadn'

a&' 5,' YIl.l'AtiB aa, old and'ytlilng' )rlťn dnd,unrnťn, cnter tllanting,)

fu;l hy.ť 
'lttl 

elrildrcn hetct

1tiip r.iu, ťobo'l crnlllarler, '[hat'.,i why we kcc1r n relpectÍtrl 'llsrarrec

lk fullo* you reve renrly' *Ytrtt tttttstlt't play tricks on us'

b tl á tJr rlrn)r (]rlnle l Corncl (Sun'ounding'ác culln,nr'N') Hnil ttl thc

ffi dtun,o,,tl oťUnive rsul l'ightt ' ' ' ('Ibus they exit ot/'the wings')

5J*t, brutltet til,tlta dust, and drapn it nucr tbc AR,rrsr'r sltoulders\k

p-purhop, y,,u',1.,,',', rcmcmber? You wcrc clrunk arrel put your hrrnd olr

A, ;, , Itlie.. tnk. nty hnnd, oncc more' in mcmory of mc' I wish for no

sn tlte ptw dntl bows trt birn') L)ear sir' If only it could be othcrwisc'

ARTIsT: Madame' ' ' 'M"y all go as you desire'

lepy: Please giu.r'r, yoo' *hisLy' sir' ' ' ' Then be.witness to our uníon' (Sa ng 
,

;;;::f ;;r)i il, ,t , i,r,i,'poars a c,p, and ofers it her. rbe t,p,pv drains thc cul

one gulp, then takes a Aup b'*ib')Go"ip"' *t need something to go with thc tol

o,ron.iu"*, I could sing a dimy in place of a formal speech ' ' '

LÁDY: No, bring out that rotten carP you rescued'

PUPPETEER: SurelY not!

uoY: Take it out. HaveYou aknife ?

ruPPETEER: I 
"l*"y' 

t"'ry 
" 

knife' to fe nd offdogs and whatever else may come my

(Frorn a bort w,'pp'd in bb uaist be pulk out a rusty blade')

ARTIsT: SurelY, Madame'

reov:\e'llbetravelingtogether'-I'llhavetogetusedtoeatingthissortoffare""
PUPPETEER: Now yoďre talking! I'l1 have some' too'

(Sbocked', the 'r.nrrcr tu'ns h"i' beod o'u' !"1Ía:'fr ":* ,'ho":'"::::':i
Y;;;; ;;'i,7 i'"""t Ligb t t iait to tb e Great reacb er' D iamond of

sal Ligbt!'' Á yvungBoY and cts't enter' in procession')' 
_.. r-:-'__"^l Í i-'

."i'šÍru rilírrrir,rl_,"^rl to the Great Teacher, Diamond of Universal Light!

(Tb e t w oc H I L D RÉN o-'' |' u 
" " " 

l " b'' ! | 
c lx't. u i t]l 

" : "i' " : 1 :.: :: :: ::'
;':;';:;;,';;'""r',},ri ,,, bairfoímatty tied back with a long wbite ribbon' T'

n o t i c i ng t b e l v P P ET Í'E,^'' t b e' o'í' " d' b'" 
": 1' ]'' !' J:: " : ' -::: : "Ť: :

baxl.t|mce past tben, running dowi thehanamichi' Ás if tbe1 baue come to an u

,t)rd.irg, ih, ,or" and' thei"t"t both turn and look *'o,?o! 
,*::::"':';,:;;:;,";r;ií),-i-^,"r"u The scene creafud by tbis ensernble l.s trul1' eerie' The

""lro*.tt 
return, as ifPulkd back')

ARTrsr: Fine children! \7e need your services'

reoy: Areďt they sweet?

ARTIsT (Reru.ooes his clotak and lays it on tbe grass): Madame' please seat yourself

next to grandPa here'

L,tov: SurelY we don't deserve this'

ÁRTIST: Of course you do' But if yoťre sick' then maybe I've fďlen a bit ill myself'

Now seal Your oath with a toast'8

li I torrl,l rltt rtttytlring else'

lct'r he golng,

il Aye, eYe , , , liarcwcll, sir!

$rl (.{l tl,ťy r!ltr'! tlfi,' it begins to rain irl earnest')

*itt ttturl,lrA ,rflu'thtn, he bolds oilt an lpen umbrella')

Yhrt alxrttt Yorr?

* |tttle táltt wrltt't lrtlr't rnc'

6t ,,t,, kltvlly. (Ihkcs the umbrella') Oh' to hell with them! (She kicks ot/'hcr
'&, 

borrl;r,, l,ikrs up thc skirt of ber kirnono' exposingfetcbing scarlet petticoals

*tlt, ,'ilr lttills Lt,trtl on tbe pvppnrntn"s band')

t (l,ilh,tt,t ott lollcring legs): Hail to the Great Teacher' Diamond of Univcr'

I

ilr,tt,tt tl.ttlrrntmichi, sbe turns back' The tvrtsr sees her ffi: Mastcrt ' ' '

l l|ny rrry ťcspccts to the world.

frfe.ar. of Yourself'
lrtrtě 

'lt1,1t1,1,tiT'ERi 
wrinkled' arrn around ber own, theLloy leads him, bold'

ilte uuhrrllo, toward' the curtain at the end of tbe hanamichi' Tlte ARTI$'r

thent, lhlut ,ÍÍrtrgr,the pvppnrrpl's rloice is beard cbanting' "Hail to thc,

?brtrlter, t )iartond of Uniuersal Light!" Then ue hear tbe :L1rov also cbant' "Hail

(ildl 'li',ttltttn Diarnond of Uniuersal Light!')

áh, arc we in hell? or surely, this is a dream' No' itt real' _(Sees the tlny's

) thorrlrl I tlrrow it all away, I wonder? My name' everything? (Takes tbe clog in

Ánds, l,,okiug dirtrused.) But no, I've got my work' (Tbrows the clog awa1')

t,l'tttc rain stops. Tbe uesper bell of Shuzenji Ternple rings')

CURTAIN

8.InatraditionalJapanesewedding'ratherthanusingrings'amarriageissealedbyanexchangeofcupsof


