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tower of the Louvre, for the debt he had been
fentenced to pay of one hunrded thoufand francs to
the queen -of Jerufalem. - I imagine he engaged
to pay the queen the above fum by inftalments ;
but I will, for the prefent, leave fpeaking of thefe
matters, and retwn to what was pafling in
Turkcy .

CHAP. XLI.

THE CHRISTIANS ARE FORCED TO RAISE THE
SIEGE OF NrchLt, BY THE ARRIVAL OF BA-
- JAZET ' IN TURKEY.—THEY ARE DEFEATED

" AND THE HUNGARIANS PUT TO FLIGHT,
‘THROUGH THE PRESUMPTUOUS FOLLY OF THE
FRENCH,

YOU have before read in our hiftory how the

king of Hungary, and the lords from France
who had gone to Hungary in fearch of deeds of
arms, Had valiantly croffed the Dagube, and en-
tered Turkey; where, during the fummer, from
the month of July, they had conquered a large
ra@ of country, having mercifully fpared the
inhabitants and many towns and caftles, for none
could withftand their power. ‘They had befieged
the city of Nl(:opoll, and fo hardly prcﬁ'cd it by
their attacks, that it was on “the point -of fur-
' ’ . Us vender-
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nndering, wu’huut hearing any inteBigence of
' Bajazet. . -

. The king of Hungary had even addreffed the
Frcnch lords, fich as the connt de Nevers, the
tount d’Eu, the count de 13 Marche, the count
de Soiffons, the lord de Coucy, and the barons
and knights of Burgundy, faying, —¢ My fair
firs, thanks to God," we have made a fbccefsful

_campaign; for we ‘have performed many brilliant
deeds of arms, ‘and have conquered Turkey. I
look on the town of Nicopoli as our own, for it is
_fo undermimed it can "hold out no longer than we
pleafe.. I therefore would propofe, that after we
. fhall have gained and fhewn mercy to this town,
we attempt nothing more this feafon, but recrofs
the Danube, and return to Hungary, where 1
have many handfome towns and caftles prepared
$0 receive you, fince you have fo g:,llandy affifted
me againft the Turks, my bitter enemics. During
the winter, we will provide ftores for the enfuing
fummer, each according to his pleafure, and fend
information of our fituation, and what we have
‘done, to the king of France, who, before that
time, will fend us large reinforcements; and I
hope, when he fhall know the fuccefs we have had,
he may be inclined to come hither in perfon, foy
he is young and fond of arms. PBut whether hg
gome or not, if it pleale God, we will nexy fume.
mer crofs the Hellcfpont, regain Armenia, and
thence march to Syria, with the towns of Jaffa and
Bangh, and conquer J e;ufalcm and the Holy Land,
L g Shoul,d



Should the - fultan oppofe us, we will offer him
bartle, and never return without having combated
him.’ <, S :

Such was the fpeech of the king of Hungary to
the French lords: they confidered Nicopok as
~ won, but itfell out otherwife. L

During the whole fummer, Bajazer had been
bufily employed in raifing an army of Saracens and
infidels: he had even fent to Perfia for fuccour,
and the great lords of his religion had joined him
againft Chriftendom. They had croffed the Hel-
lefpont -to the amount of two hundred thoufand ;
but the Chriftians were not only ignorant of their
numbers, but of their approach; and, they ad-
vanced fo fecretly, they were clofe to Nicopoli be-
fore the -befiegers knew of their having begun
their march, Bajaget was as well acquainted with
the'ftratagems of war.as moft, and of great valour
-and enterprife.  He confidered maturely the
power of the Chriftians, "and faid they were a
valiant race. » )

Bajazet marched to raife the fiege of ‘Nicopoli-
in the following order. His army was drawn up
in the form of a harrow, and-occupied about a
league of ground : in front of this main body, and
a league in advance, were eight thoufand Turks,
to maifk the body of the army, which was divided
into two wings. * Bajazet was in the midft of his
main body, who thus quietly advanced, with their
van-guard of cight thoufand in front: they were
thus ordered, to make an appcarance as if they
were the whole army; but whenever they met

' \ ’ U 3 7 g tﬁe
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the Chriftians, they were to fall back geritly to-
wifds. the main body, which was then to extend
itfelf as much as poffible, and endeavour to en-
clofe the Chriftians, whom they thould thér-con-
quer at pleafure. Such was the order of battle of
Bajazet.

It happened, that on the Monday preceding Mi-
thaclmas-day, in the year 1396, about ten o’clock,
as the king of Hungary and the lords, who were
1ying before Nicopoli, were feated at dinnet, news
was brought them that their enemies, the Turks,
were near at hand; but, as I heard, the fcouts
did not inform ther of the whole truth: they had
not noticed the main body of the Turks, for the
moment they faw the van-guard they dared not
advance farther, as they were not men at arths fear-
lefs of fuch an enterprife. The Hungarians and
French had each fcouts of their own, and both
parncs arrived nearly at thc fame time with thisin-
telligence.

The .greater part of the army were at dinner
when the news was carried to the count de Nevery
and the other French lords, the meffenger bawling
out, *Come ! quickly arm yourfelves, that you
‘be not furpnfcd for the Tutks are on full march
to meet you.” This -information was agreeable to
many who were defirous of arms : thcy inftantly
arofe, pufhed the tables afide, and'demanded their
‘horfes and armour. They were fomewhat heated-
‘with wine, and hafténed to the field as well as they
could. Banners and pennons were difplayed, under
which every one ra.nged himafelf in his proper pott.

The
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"fhe bantter of the Virgin Maty was unfurled, and
the guard of it given to that valiant knight fir
John de Vienne; admiral of France: The French
were fo eager to arm themfelves that they were,
the firft in the field; drawn/dp in handforne array,
and feemiingly fearlefs of the Turks; for they were
sgnoram of their imimenfe numbersy and that Ba.
jazct commdnded in perfohs s H U

+ As the French lords were haftening from their
tents to the field, the marfhal of the king of Hun-
gary, named fir Henry d*Oftenlemhalle®, mounted
on a handfome courfer, came to them with few ate
tendants. He was a valiant and ¢xperienced knighe,
and had botne before him a pennon of his arms,
which were a cfofs tﬂnchoncd fable on a field ar-
gent, which in heraldry is called crofs moline. He
Rtoppéd;, when oppofite the banner of our Lady,
where the principal lords were affembled, and faid
aloud,—= [ am fent hither by my lord, the king of,
Hungary, who entreats you by me, that you will

not begin the bittle before you fhall again hear
from him for he miich {ufpects and fears that the
fcouts have not brought exalt intelligence of the
numbers of the Turks. Within two hours you
thall have more certain intelligence, for we have
fent other fcouts, who will advance farcher than the
former ones, and bring us better information. Be
affuredthe Turks'will never attack you, unlefs you
force them to it, or until they have collefted all
their forces together. ' Youwill a& asyou fhall think

o

L
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beft, it fuch are my lord the king's erders.” 1
- muft now retumn, for I cannot longer ftay.”

Ou faying this, the Hungarian mar(hal left them,
and the lords affembled, together to confider what
was 1o be done.  The lord de Coucy was afked his
epinion; and replied, that the king of Hungary
had 2 tight to order them, and that what_he had
requefted was perfe@tly jult. It was mentioped to
me that the cqunt d’Eu, conftable of France, ‘was
vexed that his opinon had not been firft afked be-
fore the lord de Coucy’s, and, through fpite and
malice, inftantly oppofed what he had faid, add-
ing; © Yes, yes, the king of Hungary wifhes to
gain all the honour of the day: he has given us
the .van guard, and now wants to take it away, that
he may have the firft blow :. let thofe who will be-
lieve what he fends to us, for my part I never will:*
then addrefling the knight who bore his banner, he
faid,—¢ In the name of Gop and Saint George, you
“thall fee me this day prove myfelf a good knight,’
The lord de Coucy thought this 2 very vain fpeech
of the conftable, and, turning te fir John de Vienne,
who had the banner of our Lady under his guard,
and by whom all the others were to rally, afked
what ought to be done. <Lord de Coucy,’ he
replied, ¢ when truth and reafon are not heard,

. folly and prefumption muft reign; and, fince the
-count d’Eu is determined to fight the enemy, we
muft follow him; but we fhould have greater

. advantage; if we waited the king of Hungary's
orders, and were all united.” - _

. "While they thus converfed, the infidels were

falt
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& approaching: the two wings of their army,
which confifted of fixty thoufand en each, were
already clofing, round.them. - The Chriftians, ob-
erving this, would have retreated, but that was im-
poflible, as. they ‘were completely furrgupded.
Many knights and fquires, who had been ufed |
to arims, now knew the day muft be loft: not-

- withftanding which they advanced, following the
banner of our Lady, that was’' borae by that gal-
lant knight fir John de Vienne.

The lords of France were fo richly drcﬂ‘ed out,
in their emblazoned furcoats, as to look like little
kings; but, as I was told, when they met the
Turks, they were not more than feven hundred,
which fufficiently fhewed the folly of the meafure;;
far, had they waited for the Hungarian army, con-
Gting of fixty thoufand men, they might, - per-
haps, have gained 2 viGtory, but, .to their pride
and prefumption, was the whole lofs owing ; and
it was fo great, thatnever fince the defear at Ren..
cefvalles, where the twelve peers of France were
flain, did the French fuffer fo confiderably. How-
ever, before they were overcome, they made great
flaughter of the Turks; though feveral knights
~and fquires faw they were marching to deftruction,
through their own folly. .

The French defeated the van batta.hon, and put
it to flight, purfuing it into a valley where Ba-
Jazet was pofted with the mainarmy, The French
would have returncd, as they were mounted on
barbed horfes, but could not, for they were now

inclofed onall fides. The battle, thercfore, raged
with
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with fury, and lafted a confiderable tirte, . News
was' carried to the king of Hungary, that thé
French, Englifh'and Germans were engaged with
the Turks, not having obeyed his orders fent
themr by the marthal. e was very wroth on
hearing it, 15 indeed he had reafon to be, and
forefaw they would all be cur off. He faid 1
the grand mafter of Rhodes, who was beflide him,
“We fhall lofe the day, from the vanity of the
French: if they had believed me, and waited for
our joining, we thould havc had fufficient ftrength
to cope with the'enemy.’

As he thus fpoke, looking behind hidi, he pers
¢eived that his men were flying panic-ftruck, and
the Turks 'putfuing them. He then faw the day
was irrecoverably loft, and thofe near his perfon
cried out,—* Sire, fave yourfelf! for, fhould you
be kilied or taken, Hungary will be completely
tulned. We muft be defeated :hrough French.
pride; and their valour will prove in vain; for
evety one of them will be taken or flain ; not one
can poflibly ci‘cape. Fly, therefore, from the dan:
ger, before it Be too late.’

The king of Hungary was in the utmoft rage
'to be thus defeated through the arrogance of the
French, and obliged to fly, if he would avoid
captivity ot death. It was a moft unfortunate day
for the Hungarians and French; whoever runs away
from battle is purfued, and, 45 the Hungarians
fled in the greateft confuflon, the T'urks followed,
killing them or making prifoners at pleafure. God,
however, aflifted the king of Hungary and the

grand
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grrand after of Rhodes ; for, on their arrival on
the banks of the Danube, they found a fmall veffel
'béfon'gmg to' the grand mafter, into which they
entercd,’ with only fivé more, and 'crofied to the
oppofite fhore,  Had they delayed, they muft have
been 'killed or taken;"for the Turks éame to the
river as they were paffing it, and made a great
flaughter of thofe ‘who had followed thc king
thinking te efcape.

We will retutn to the Frcnch and Germans,
who were fighting moft valiantly. The lord de
Montcaurel, a gallant knight from Areols,” fccmg
the defeat mcwtabic, and withing to fave" his fon,
who was very young, faid ta his fquire,—¢ Carry off
my fon: thou mayeft efcape by that wing which is
open: fave my fon, and I will abide the event with
my_ companions.” '‘The youth, on hearing bis fa-
‘ther thus fpeak, declared he would ‘not go nor
Yeave him in fich dangér; but the father forced
him away, and the fqdirc btought him fafely to
the Danube: the youth, who was very melan-
tholy at ‘the ‘firuation of his father, was ‘unfortu-
nately drowned by falling ‘between two barges,
wittiout a poflibility of being faved. Sir William

"de 1a Trimouille, and his fon difplayed grear feats
of valour before théy weré flain. Sir John de
“Vienne, who bore the banner of our Lady, in
fpite of his deeds bf arms, was killed grafping the
banaer in his hands, and thus was he found after
the batule. The whole of the French force that
had been engaged at this battle of Nicopoli were

~defeated and flain, by the means I have related.
: The
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The lord fohn of Burgundy, count of Nevers,
was wondrous richly arrayed, as were the lord Guy
de 1a Riviere, and many barofis and knights from
Burgundy in compliment to him. Two fquires
from Picardy, William d’Eu and the borgne de
Montquel, who had difplayed their courage in
many former battles, did the-fame at Nicopoli.
Thefe two fquires, by their vigorous courage,
twice forced through the Turkifh army, and re-
turaed to the fight, but were at length flain. To
fay the truth, the whole of the French chivalry
and thofe from other countries acquitted them-
felves moft gallantly ; and, had they been affifted
by th Hungarians with equal courage, theday
would have turned out differendy. But the whole

of the mifchief was caufed by the French, and
their prefumption was their ruin. There was a
knight from Picardy, called fir James de Helly,
who had refided>fome time in Turkey, and had
ferved in arms under Amurat, father of the fultan
Bajazet, of whom we are now fpeaking, and who
keew a little of the Turkith language. When he
faw the day was loft, he thought of faving his
life; and as he knew the Saracens to be a covet-
aus race he furrendered himfelf to them, on their
granting him his life. Thus did he efcape, and
alfo another fquire from the Tournaifis, called
James-du Fay, who had formerly ferved Tamer-
lane king of Tartary; but when he learnt that the
French were marching to Turkey, he quitted Ta-
merlane, and joined his countrymen. He was at
this batde, and faved by Tamerlane’s men, who
had
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had been ordered thither in compliance with the
requeft made to him for affiftance by Bajazet.
Tamerlane had fent him a confiderable body of
men, as Sacaren and Pagan kings always do to the
aid of each other. ;

CHAP. XLIL

THE TURKS, AFTER THE BATTLE OF NICOPOLI
PUT TO DEATH ALL THEIR PRISONERS, EXCEPT

. THE COUNT DE NEVERS AND SOME OTHEIR
GREAT LORDS. -

AT this battle of Nicopoli, which was for fatal

to the French, very many were faved, from
the extreme richnefs of their armour: they were
drefled like kings; and the Saracens and Turks,
who are avaricious, thought, by faving their.
lives, they fhould gain large ranfoms; for they
believed them much greater lords, from their ap-
pearance, than they really were.

The count de Nevers was made prifoner, a3
were the counts d’Eu and de 1a Marche, the lord
de Coucy, the Iord Henry de Bar, fir Guy de la
Trimouille, Boucicaut and others. The lord
Philip de Bar, fir John de Vienne, fir William de
la Trimouille and his fon were killed. This
battle lafted for three hours ; and the king of Hun-

C gary



