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Course structure  

1. Prehistoric art 
2. Mesopotamia 
3. Hittite art 
4. Egyptian art 
5. The Greek bronze age: the Cyclades and Mycenae 
6. Greek art: the archaic period
7. Greek art: the classical period
8. Hellenistic art
9. Achaemenid art
10. Etruscan art
11. Roman art: Republican Rome
12. Roman art: Early Imperial Rome
13. The functions of Roman art
14. The concept of art in Graeco-Roman antiquity



Course objectives: 

The course offers an overview of artistic production from prehistoric times to imperial Rome; 
from cave paintings to the late Roman empire, through the Greek revolution in art. Spanning 
over 30.000 years, the timeframe covers a number of civilisations, whose art is discussed in the 
socio-historic  and religious  context  of  the time.  The concept  of  art  and artist,  the debates 
artistic production stirred with regards to human creativity and perception, as well as its role in 
human history are discussed.



Examination: 

Main: Oral examination of the materials discussed in class. 

Secondary: students will present one artefact in class, 
discussing its historic context, form, function, and materiality.

Study trips:  Moravské zemské muzeum, Brno
                     Ephesos Museum, Vienna
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Spread of agriculture



African rock art



Pachmari Hills, India, 
ca. 9000 t0 3000 BCE



Chauvet (ca. 30,000 B.C.) 





Chauvet (ca. 30,000 B.C.) 



Chauvet (ca. 30,000 B.C.) 



Chauvet (ca. 30,000 B.C.) 





Lascaux (ca. 25,000 B.C.) 



Lascaux plan





Lascaux (ca. 25,000 B.C.) 





Lascaux (ca. 25,000 B.C.) 



Other caves



Venus of Willendorf (11cm, 30.000BCE).





Göbekli Tepe 









Neolithic totem pole from Göbekli Tepe 
Turkey, 8800-8000 BC

wild boar statuette



Çatalhöyük



Çatalhöyük











Twin goddess. Marble statuette, 17.2 cm,
 Çatalhöyük, 6000-5500 BC







Plastered skull, Jericho, 
ca. 8000 BCE Ain Ghazal statues. 


