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Descriptive Complements

The particle & (de) can be used after a verb or an adjective.
This lesson mainly deals with 1§ (de) as it appears after a
verb. What follows 1§(de) in the construction introduced in
this lesson is called a descriptive complement, which can be
an adjective, an adverb, or a verb phrase. In this lesson, the
words that function as descriptive complements are all
adjectives. These complements serve as comments on the
actions expressed by the verbs that precede 15 (de).



Descriptive Complements

1. EZFZEHBRF,
ta xieé zi xie de héen hao
He writes characters well.

B (hén hao,very well) is a comment on the action E(xié,
to write)



Descriptive Complements

2, fERFREED SRR,

ta zuo tian shui jiao shui de hen wan.

R ¥ (hén wan,very late) is a comment on the action E
(shui jiao, to sleep).

e



Descriptive Complements

3. IRIRIMIGIFRE -
mei mei gé chang de hen hao .
My younger sister sings beautifully.

1R % (hén hao,very well) is a comment on the action 1§
(chang, to sing).



Descriptive Complements

If the complement is an adjective, it is usually preceded by
1R (hén, very). If the verb is followed by an object, the verb
has to be repeated before it can be followed by the “&
(de)+Complement” structure, e.g., BEFE 5 (xié€ zi xié de) in
(1). By repeating the verb, the “verb+object” combination
preceding it becomes a “topic” and the complement that
follows serves as a comment on it. The first verb can be

omitted if the meaning is clear from the context, as in (3)
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paper, pictures,ect.)
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The Adverb AX(tai,too) and E(zhén,really)

When adverb X (tai,too) and E(zhén,really) are
used in exclamatory sentence, they convey in most
cases not new factual information. but the
speaker's approval,disapproval, etc.If the speaker
wants to make a more "objective” statement or
description, other intensifiers such as 1E (hén,very),
or 457/l (t& bié,especially) are often used in place of
A (tai,too) or E(zhén,really)



The Adverb AX(tai,too) and E(zhén,really)
1AMEFERSEARE?

ta xié zi xie de zén me yang?

How well does he write characters?

One would normally answer:

B:ft ExEBESRI.
ta xie zi xie de hen hao.
He writes characters very well.



The Adverb AX(tai,too) and E(zhén,really)

One would normally answer:
B:ft EXEBESRI.

ta xie zi xie de hen hao.

He writes characters very well.

rather than:
B1: it EXEEBE,
ta xié zi xie de zhén hao.




The Adverb AX(tai,too) and E(zhén,really)

Compare B1 with C below
B1:ft EFXEBEBEL,
ta xie zi xie de zhén hao.

C/hZ , REFEFEMH | {RATAHIE ?
xiao Ii,ni xie zi xié de zhén hao! ni ke yi jijao wo ma ?
Little Li, you write characters really well! Could you
teach me?



The Adverb AX(tai,too) and E(zhén,really)

When X (tai,too) is used in an exclamatory
sentence, [ (le) usually appears at the end of the
sentence:

1\ \-L/I\ _Mrr'/jtg%:sli\T '
zhe ge dian ying tai you yi si le !
This movie is really interesting!




The Adverb AX(tai,too) and E(zhén,really)

2, BEVEEATHET | MIGZER,
woO de yu fa tai bu hao le! wo dei dud lian xi.
My grammar really is awful! | have to practice
more.

3. fREKSEBKS AL T,
ni tiao wu tiao de tai hao le!
You really dance beautifully!
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B EE (na li)

W EE (na li),which literally means “where,” is a polite reply to a
compliment. In recent times, however, BfE (na li) has become
somewhat old-fashioned. Many people will respond to a
compliment by saying &5 (shi ma, is that so). Some young people
in urban areas will also acknowledge a compliment by saying 1 i
(xie xie, thanks) instead.
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Ordinal Numbers

Ordinal numbers in Chinese are formed by placing
25 (di) before cardinal numbers,e.g., 38 —(di yi,the first),
2] _ﬂ_4|>~ di er béi cha,the second cup of tea), 55 M_/\H di
san ge yug,the third month). However, 28(di) is not used

INn names of months: —

H (yi yue,January) , =,

= (er

yué,February) , = H (san yué,March). Neither is it used to
indicate the birth order of siblings: KX &F(da g&,oldest
brother) , :f(er gé,second oldest brother) :j_r(san

gé,third oldest brother)
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17 R ##(h&o bu hao)

Like 171 (xing ma) and 15 (hdo ma) ,the expression 4 #f(hdo
bu hao, is it ok?) can also be used to seek someone s approval of
a proposal.



The Adverb Fi(jit)

The adverb Fi(jiu) is used before a verb to suggest
the earliness,briefness,or quickness of the action.

1. itBAXRERmME LR,
ta ming tian gi dian jiu dei shang ke.
He has to go to class [as early as] at 7:00am tomorrow.

2, BIN\KRBEE , BERERMK T,
wO men ba dian kan dian ying,ta gqi dian ban jiu lai le.
We [were supposed to] see the movie at 8:00, but he came [as early as] 7




#h(jiu) and = (céi)

compared

The adverb Fi(jiu) suggest the earliness or
promptness of an action in the speaker s judgment.
The adverb = (cai) is the opposite. It suggests the
tardiness or lateness of an action as perceived by
the speaker.

When commenting on a past action, #i(jiu) is always
used with T (le) to indicate promptness but = (cai) is
never used with 1.



#h(jiu) and = (céi)
compared
1ANANRLR , MEERFEK T,
ba dian shang ke, xiao bai gi dian jiu lai le.
Class started at 8:00, but Little Bai came [as early as]
7:00.

B:/\m 18 |, /pak/\R3EF 3K,

ba dian shang ke, xiao zhang ba dian ban cai lal.

Class started at 8:00, but Little Zhang didn't come until
8:30.



#h(jiu) and = (céi)

compared

2ARERELIRMEIRT
wO zuo tian wu dian jiu hui jia le.
Yesterday | went home when it was only 5:00.
The speaker thought 5:00 was early.

B:REXARFER,
WO zuo tian wu dian cai hui jia.
Yesterday | didn't go home until 5:00.
The speaker thought 5:00 was late.




Double Objects

Some verbs can take two object. The object
representing a person, persons,or an animate entity
precedes the one representing an inanimate thing.

1. BMARNERTEE,
lao shi jilao wo men shéng ci hé yu fa.
The teacher teaches us vocabulary and

grammar.



Double Objects
2, REHE TE MK,

da gé gei le wo yi ping shul.

My big brother gave me a bottle of water.
3. REFINF , AT LANG ?

ni jiaowo han zi , ke yima ?

Will you teach me Chinese characters, please?
4\ ﬁ%cal\ﬂ{ﬂ(_/l\rﬁ.lﬁo

wO Xxiang wen ni yi ge wen ti.

|"d like to ask you a question.




B (—) = JL(ydu[yildianr, somewhat, rather; a little bit)

The phrase B — /R JL(ydu yi dianr) precedes adjectives or verbs. It
often carries a negative tone. The —(y1) in the phrase is optional.

1. BREBHPXXE(—)RILE,
WO jué de zhong wén you(yi)dianr nan.
| think Chinese is a little bit difficult.

BRGEPNB(T)RILEZ. (X)
WO jué de zhong wen you (yi)dianr rong yi.
| think Chinese is a little bit easy.



B (—) = JL(ydu[yildianr, somewhat, rather; a little bit)

The phrase B — /R JL(ydu yi dianr) precedes adjectives or verbs. It
often carries a negative tone. The —(y1) in the phrase is optional.

2, BREBX—RERABRILE,
woO jué de zhe yi ke shéng ci you dianr dud .
| think there are a few too many new words in this lesson.
[The speaker is complaining about it.]



B (—) = JL(ydu[yildianr, somewhat, rather; a little bit)

However, when the sentence suggests a change of the situation, the
phrase & — = JL(ydu yi didnr) can carry a positive tone, e.g.

3. BUBIAEXRM , IEB(—)KRJILERM T,

WO Vi gian bu xi huan ta , xian zai you (yi)dianr xi huan ta
le.

| used to dislike him, but now | somewhat like him.

LLBITYT gian =previously or before.



B (—) = JL(ydu[yildianr, somewhat, rather; a little bit)

Take care not to confuse B — & JL(ydu yi dianr,a little), which is an
adverbial used to modify adjectives, with — 5 JL(yi dianr, a little),
which usually modifies nouns. In the above sentences, B — & JL(ydu
yi didnr) cannot be replaced by — & JL(yi dianr).




B (—) = JL(ydu[yildianr, somewhat, rather; a little bit)

4, HF— K ILUIGE,

gei wo yi dianr ka fel.
Give me a little coffee.

\ /nqrj?, /\\\)LE_“E_JO

geil wo yi dianr shi jian.
Give me a little time.



B (—) = JL(ydu[yildianr, somewhat, rather; a little bit)

6. BB —KILIC, E—RILIT. (X)
wO you yi dianr mang . wo yi dianr mang .

| am kind of busy.

7. wE-RILFEX, w—RIILFAEX. (X)
ta you yi dianr bu gao Xxing. ta yi dianr bu gao xing.

She is a little bit unhappy.
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— TEXT —

RETBESEL, Bk,

TR ER E%Ei fREARA SR 2 TEIRT S

SIRCHRBNEZRE R, FERVEERES , &
5, o E/FRAZ , NFEE—RJLE.

T AR %R |, FBR.




— Queation —

1. Who writes Chinese characters quickly?

2. Which lesson will Li You study tomorrow?

3. How does Li You feel about the grammer,vocabulary
and characters in the lesson she has prepared?
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