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's not always bad to have

no ideas...
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- The world around us is full of

-

ideas... but we need to be

receptive...




CURIOSITY

“It keeps us moving
forward, exploring P
experimenting, ‘E”
opening new 1
doors."
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International marriage rates in major Asian countries
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All Marriages Spouses Nationality %e

Taiwanese Mainlanders Foreigners
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- Marriage migration in Taiwan
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- “A female dominated migration flow whereby the
- mode of entry is family reunification and not a

- work contract”

1}




Traditional principles of
marriage and family

> Exogamy: custom of marrying outside a
community

- Patrllocallty a married couple should reside near
 the husband’s parents '

wérd:*




- Modern features of
marriage and family

;>* 'D_e'mographic transition, change in family patterns

> Globalisation

:> ‘Exogamy: cross-border/transnational marriages

. Hypergamy: country’s position in the global order

._ »‘Increa\sing significance of emotional aspects: marrying up VS P
- conjugal intimacy |

i




es/arranged marriages/agents

friends
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Literature on marriage

migration in Taiwan

. Receiving society

)

'Q .I'n_tegration/assimiIatioh

> Legal treatment

. Media coverage

= e

3 G‘enderedﬁ identities and roles (mothers, daughters-in-law, wives_)‘

s ¥ - -

- Lived experiences in the family (personal/family experiences) .

o ) - - - 2 < <

-;'__:.>'__Col_lec;t-ive_,actions/civi,l society organisations
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Final output

. MA dissertation: Chinese Spouses’ Empowerment through
- Community Communication: A Case Study of CARES |
‘(superwsor Prof Sun Man Ping)

Role of community communication in empowerlng a
~group of marrlage migrants from the PRC |

Communlty communication in a hlerarchlcal organ|sat|on'?:;:f-r-

Marrlage mlgrants own understandlng/use of offered
medla |







Is marriage migration justa

women’s issue?
















VWhat do we know about Taiwanese
partners”

> Working class (labourers,
farmers) and veterans

. Low educated

. Low social classes

. Old (age gap)

. Traditional thinking

. Disadvantaged in the
marriage market
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Theoretical framework

. Bargaining with patriarchy (Kandiyoti 1988):

: Women, in order to maximise security and optimise life
'.thions, may decide to bargain with male dominat-ion

:> Contradlctlons resistance VS accommodation

| By Iooklng at how women negotiate W|th pattern of oppressmn '
.. ﬁI WI|| shed light on men 's contributions/roles/narratives :
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- Forbidden to establish organisations as non-Taiwanese citizens

. Pattern of exclusion within Taiwanese civil society

= Women'’s groups: politicisation of PRC marriage _migrantS’ intere—s'ts e

g ~ = “

;> ~Marriage migrant groups: different needs from Southeast Asian
“sisters” - " | -




- “[...] you need time, you need knowledge and a

~ network. How do they find the money? Do you think
 that their husbands will give them the money to create
- an organisation? It is much better if local people
- create this organisation. \We need people that are
~ very powerful to support us! Do you think that there
'are any women amongst us with this kind of power? If

~ so0, we would not really need to create our own

organlsatlon! It wouldn’t change much if we had our

~own organisation! And actually | believe thatitis
- much better to have locals who support us!”

. - liwei; 1 July 2014




~ “Because we are familiar with the legal system of this

. government, we, Taiwanese husbands, can deal with

~this legal system more easily by opposing it, for
example. Obviously, mainland spouses can support
~_us and they can gradually begin to understand

matters by following us. A person new to a country

" needs time to understand how a legal system works. E

- But if they come here, we can help them to
= ' understand” sl

= —MATSC's Chair of the Board, ,2-.March 201 1




Explaining limited
participation

3 As women they are busy with their families

. As citizens from the PRC mainland spouses are not e

‘to the democratic model of Taiwan

- As C|t|zens from the PRC they are not used to th|nk in
Collectlve terms |

: | As citizens from the PRC they lack knowledge about the :
- legal system of Taiwan

"i"?"_‘As citizens from the PRC they lack experience in civil
-_soc:|ety organlsatlons and Ieadershlp Skl||S |
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- What did migrant women

gained from this bargain?

~ ~ w




Migrant women's
erspectives

:> Organisations as homes, safe and secure places

> Protecting from institutionalised patriarchy

3 Separate spaces onIy for women to carry out their
| Ct|V|t|es

Autonomous actions in response to lack of
freedom/restrlotlons

= From ‘bargain W|th patriarchy to rupture and aII|ance
W|th other S|sters
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“If your wife is discriminated you are

discriminated”




Research subject: academic background, personal
interest, surrounding environment, life encounters

Research with marriage migrants in Taiwan:

. Language skills

. Phenomenon of interest in Taiwan (and for
- myself)

L




Conclusions

}_; From dissertation project to long-term research project:
~ increasing depth of analysis + evolution of the phenomenon .

" L . _Re'search theme: from lived experiences, to civic
- organisations, to husband roles, to political participation

- Informants: from migrants, to citizens, to mothers, to widows

Contributions:

f"'.-"}._emplrlcal mlgratlon in Taiwan, AS|an mlgratlonS gendered
m|gratlons transnatlonal migration

:> theoretlcal feminist debates on patrlarchy/agency
(“bargalnlng W|th patrlarchy”) |




i
;
¢
) |
}
&
§




