CHAPTER 2

The Formation of an Empire ¢

THE SUCCESSIONTCO MUHAMMAD
THE CONQUEST OF AN EMPIRE

: his
When Muhammad died, there was a moment nm nM:mcmﬂE uﬁoﬂm:nq.
i Abu Bakr, proclaimed to the community:
followers. One of their leaders, . th %
‘(3 men, if you worship Muhammad, Muhammad _m_mmm&m_mmmw.wénﬂw onm
u i ed:
S is alive.’ d there was still a role 1o be
God, God is alive. Beneath Go e il . '
m‘“.EMnn of disputes and maker of decisions within the 833_“:3% .E._mﬂ
: the early
i the followers of Muhamma .
were three main groups among ollow pammacs t1e carly
i ; de the hijra with him, a group linked by erma
companions who had ma . toup linked by intermar
i i f Madina who had made the comp
riage; the prominent men o . B e retame
f the leading Meccan families,
there; and the members o . matny of recent
i i lose associates-and leaders, it w
conversion. At a meeting of ¢ _ e G e
he Prophet's successor (khalifa,
first group who was chosen as t
SoRMou.nm:vr,v” Abu Bakr, a follower of the first hour, whose daughter
‘A’isha was wife to the Prophet. . .
The caliph was not a prophet. Leader of the no:_:dc:_m_ v:n_woﬁ in E.Jm
i 0
Id not claim to be the spokesman
sense a messenger of God, he cou . e : o
continuing revelations; but an aura of holiness and n__mfzn n%ohgnm mnﬂ__n_
¢ cali they di
i d office of the early caliphs, an
lingered around the person an . ! ;
n_mme to have some kind of religious authority. Abu Bakr m..ﬁn_ his m:nnmmmmﬂ.
soon found themselves called upen to exercise _nmn__.&..m_ﬁ.ﬁ over a wi g
range than the Prophet. There was a universalism implicic in zsrm:_u__m..n rm
teaching and actions: he claimed universal authority, the w&&:.«w ic ! M
Lo . .
established had no natural limits; in his last years military nana_conma :
. . . o
been sent against the Byzantine frontier lands, and rn:._m m:EuM,mME o
issar f the great states, calling on
have sent emissaries to the rulers o . e ot
i he died, the alliances he had ma
acknowledge his imessage. When ; . . "
tribal chiefs threatened to dissolve, some of them now rejected his prophe
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THE FORMATION OF AN EMPIRE

claims, or at least the political control of Madina. Faced with this challenge,
the community under Abu Bakr affirmed its autherity b
{the ‘wars of the ridda’}; in the process an arm
momentum of action carried it into the fr
and then, as resistance proved weak, into their hearts. By the end of the
reign of the second caliph, *Umar ibn *Abd al-Khattah {634—44), the whole
of Arabia, part of the Sasanian Empire, and the Syrian ynd Egyptian
provinces of the Byzantine Empire had been conquered; the rest of the
Sasanian lands were occupied soon afterwards.

In the space of a few years,
had been changed and the cen
and populous lands of rhe Fe
edge of the world of high cul

v mifitary actinn
¥ was created, and the
ontier regions of the Breat empires

then, the political frontiers of the Near East
tre of political life had moved from the rich
ttile Crescent to a small town lving on the

ture and wealth. The change was so sudden
and unexpected that it needs explanation. Evidence uncovered by archaeol-
ogists indicates thar the pro

spetity and strength of the Mediterranean
world were in decline because of barbarian invasions,
terraces and other agricuftural works, and the shrinking of the urban
market. Both Byzantine and Sasanian Empires had heen weakened by
epidemic of plague and long wars; the hold of the Byz
had been Testored only after the defeat of the Sasan;
still mmﬂm:mumm. The Arabs who invaded the two empi
horde but an organized force, some of whose me
military skill and experience in the sery

after the death of the Prophet. The use of camel transport gave them an

advantage in campaigns fought over wide areas; the prospect of land and
wealth created a coalirion of interests among them; and the fervour of
conviction gave some of them a different kind of strength.

Perhaps, however, another kind of e
acceprance of Arab rule by the populati

on of the conquered countries. To
most of them it did not much matter whether they were ruled by Iranians.

; LB .
Greeks or Arabs. Government :@?m ed for the most part on the life .
cities and their

immediate hinterlands; apart from offici
whose interests were linked with theirs, and apart from the hietarchies of
some religious communitics, city-dwellers might not care much who ruled
them, provided they were secure, at peace and reasonably taxed. The
people of the countryside and steppes lived under their own chiefs and in
accordance with their own customs, and it made little difference 1o them
who ruled the cities. For some, the replacement of Greeks and Iranians by
Arabs even offered advantages. Those whose opposition to Byzantine rule

failure to mainrain

antines over Syria
ans in 629, and was
res were not a rri'.a)
mbers had acquired
ice of the empires or in the fighting

xplanation can he given for the

als and classes
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THE MAKING OF A WORLD

was expressed in terms of religious dissidence might find it easier to

live under a ruler who was impartial towards various Christian groups,

particularly as the new faith, which had as yet no fully developed system of
doctrine or law, may not have appeared alien to them. n those parts of

Syria and Iraq already occupied by people of Arabian origin and language,

it was easy for their leaders to transfer their loyalties from the emperors to

the new Arab alliance, all the more so because the control over them
previously held by the Lakhmids and Ghassanids, the Arab n_mmmﬁ-mnmﬁmm%m

the two great empires, had disappeared. .

A8 the conquered area expanded, the way in which it was ruled had to

. /" change. The conquerors exercised their authority from armed camps where

_ \__the Arabian soldiers were placed. In Syria, these for the most part lay in

the cities which already existed, but elsewhere new settlements were made:

Basra and Kufa in Iraq, Fustat in Egypt (from which Cairo was later to

grow), others on the north-eastetn frontier in Khurasan. Being centres of

power, these camps were poles of attraction for immigrants from Arabiz
and the conquered lands, and they grew into cities, with the governor’s

o palace and the place of public assembly, the mosque, at the centre.

. In Madina and the new camp-cities linked to it by inland routes, power
was in the hands of a new ruling group. Some of its members were
Companions of the Prophet, early and devoted followérs, but a large

: _element came from the Meccan families with their military and political
skills, and from similar families in the nearby town of Ta'if. As the
conquests continued others came from the leading families of pastoral

: tribes, even those who had tried 1o throw off the rule of Madina after the

; Prophet's death. To some extent the different groups tended to mingle with

each other. The Caliph ‘Umar created a system of stipends for those who

. had fought in the cause of Islam, regulated according to priority of

: conversion and service, and this reinforced the cohesion of the ruling élite,

i or at least their separation from those they ruled; berween the newly

wealthy members of the élite and the poorer people there were signs of

tension from early times.

In spite of its ultimate cohesion, the group was split by personal and
factionai differences. The early Companions of the Prophet looked askance
at later converts who had obtained power; claims of eatly conversion and
close links with Muhammad might clash with claims to the nobility of
: ancient and honourable ancestry. The people of Madina saw power being
drawn northwards towards the richer and more populous lands of Syria
and lraq, where governars tried to make their power more independent.
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Such tensions came to the surface in the reign of the chird

‘Uthman ibn 'Affan (644—56). He was chosen by a small group of _:MMU__UEM
of Quraysh, after “Umar had been assassinated for private vengeance, He
.mmm:_& 1o o.mmn the hope of reconciling factions, for he belonged 8. ::M
inner core ot Quraysh but had been an early convert. In the event, however
his policy was one of appointing members of his own clan as .Eos... 4
governors, and this aroused oppasition, both in Madina fom the moﬂ,_mr.n,v,m
Companions and from the Prophe’s wife ‘A’isha, and in _A:mm and Fustat;
some of the tribes resented the domination of men from Mecca. A :5,6”
.Em:H of unrest 5. Madina, supported by soldiers from Egypt, led to
Uthman’s murder in 656. h
This opened the first period of civit war in the nonﬂ::_:zs The claimant
to the succession, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib {656—G1), was of O:.mer an mmh_
convert, a cousin of Muhammad and married to his daughter ﬂm:_.:m IM
found himself faced with a double opposition. The kin of ‘Uthman (“;;
against him, but so were Bthers who disputed the validity of his m_mn.._.,wwc
The struggle for power in Madina was carried into the camp-cities F,>_.
established himself as nm:mr in Kufa, the dissidents it Basra: he Lmr.x:mn“
them, but was now faced with a new challenge from m‘.im_ where the
governor, Mu‘awiya ibn Abi Sufyan, was a close kinsman m,ﬂ.cu_.,_:dm: .ju.o.
two forces met ar Siffin on the upper Euphrates. but after fightin .mcn a
ume they agreed on arhitration by delegates chosen from the :,.dm side
When ‘Al agreed to this, some of his supporters abandoned him, for nrmmM
were pot willing to accept compromise and submir the Will of O.um_ as nrmv_
saw it, to human judgement; the honour due to early conversion mo Em:”
was at stake. In the months of discussion between the arbiters, A
alliance grew weaker, and finally he was assassinated in his own ,Q.:,:cw

K:mm.. Mu awiya proclaimed himself caliph and *Ali’s elder son, Hasan
acquiesced in jt. © ©'30 T

THE CALIPHATE OF DAMASCUS

The COMINg to power by Mu‘awiya (66 1~80) has always been reparded

Em.ww_:m the end of one phase and the beginning of another ,_.__nmmaﬁ t .
caliphs, from Abu Bakr to ‘Ali, are known to the majority .Om Ilosli s
En Rashidun or *‘Rightly Guided’. Later caliphs were seen in a ..MM .
different light. First of ali, from now on the position was virtually rnnm%ﬁ
taty. Although some idea of choice, or at least formal Rnom_:.:o“ by d 5
leaders of the community remained, in fact from this time _uo;,,nm f...wm ”_M
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THE MAKING OF A WORLD

the hands of a family, known from an ancestor, Umayya, as that of the
Umayyads. When Mu‘awiya died, he was succeeded by his son, who was
followed briefly by his own son; after that there was a second period of
civil war and the throne passed to another branch of the family.

The change was more than one of rulers. The capital of the empire
moved to Damascus, a city lying in a countryside able to provide the
surplus needed to maintain a court, government and army, and in a region
from which the eastern Mediterranean coastlands and the land to the east
of them could be controlled more easily than from Madina. This was the
more important because the caliph’s rule was sill expanding. Muslim
forces advanced across the Maghrib. They established their first important
base at Qayrawan in the former Roman province of Africa (Ifrigiya, the
present day Tunisia); from there they moved westwards, reached the
Attantic coast of Morocco by the end of the seventh century and crossed
into Spain soon afterwards; at the other extreme, the land beyond Khurasan
reaching as far as the Oxus valley was conquered and the first Muslim
advances were made into north-western India.

Such an empire demanded a new style of government. An opinion
widespread in later generations, when the Umayyads had been replaced by
a dynasty hostile to them, held that they had introduced a government
directed towards worldly ends determined by self-interest in place of that
of the eatlier caliphs who had been devoted to the well-being of religion. It
would be fairer to say that the Umayyads found themselves faced with the
problems of governing a great empire and therefore became involved in
the compromises of power. Gradually, from being Arab chieftains, they
formed a way of 1172 patterned on that traditional among rulers of the Near
Fast, receiving their guests or subjects in accordance with the ceremonial
usages of Byzantine emperor or Iranian king. The first Arabian armies were
replaced by regular paid forces. A new ruling group was formed largely
from army leaders or tribal chiefs; the leading families in Mecca and
Madina ceased to be important because they were distant from the seat of
power, and they tried more than once to revolt. The cities of [raq too were
of doubtful loyalty and had to be controlled by strong governors loyal to
the caliph. The rulers were townspeople, committed to settled life and
hostile to claims to power and leadership based upon tribal solidarity;
‘you are putting relationship before religion’, warned the first Umayyad
governor of Irag, and a successor, Hajjaj, deait even more firmly with the

tribal nobility and their followers.
5 Although armed power was in new hands, the financial adminiseration
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QOUH_—.—zﬂn_ as TWMOHQ .._):nu.— Secreraries Qﬂm..u_\: MH‘O m the W_ Oﬂ:.un which Tm.n—
serve vﬁﬂ 10us ru mmm- Cm._:W feek 10 the west an ahlavn the east

Fro L .
- m the 69os the language of administration was altered to Arabic, but
this may not have marked a large change in pers v

of secretarial families who knew Arabic con
became Muslims, particularly in Syria.

The new rulers established themselv
the Sytian countryside, on crown lan
had fled, particularly
Arabian steppe.
irrigation and

onnel or methods; members
tinued to work, and many

L)

es firmly not only in the cities bur in
: . ds and land from which the owners
in the interior regions which lay open to the north
,:.:u. seem carefully to have maintained the systems of
cultivation which they found thereyiand the ﬁmwmnnm d
rocme .}ﬂ. built to serve as centres of economic contral as w :m:

hospitality were arranged and decorared in the style of the Emm_.mmﬂrww

—umh— Hmmu_mﬁm& E_H_u NC&—n:nﬂnTm: Il —UNH_ Mosaic :: _
1 s a Q ,
m- 5 OHmu MFCSUﬂ ...

R
In this and other waysth u

is an ysthe Umayyads may seem to hav

barbarian kings:of the wesfern Roman Empir

world whose life continued beneath the prot

was a difference, how

e resembled the
e, uneasy settlers in an alien
: ection of their pawer. There
s hnerence, mﬁ_ﬁ:. ,.;m rulers in the west rma brought litile of their
. i uld stand against the force of the Latin Christian civ
“H_“ﬂ Hw.nr ﬂ_nﬂ._ sﬂg drawn. The Arab ruling group brought something
m which they were to retai i i
East, and which, Eowmmna and n_M“H_Hcﬂﬁn__mwM e of i Neae

t: that culture, would i
fied , provide

an _mn__n.:: through which it could henceforth express itself: helief in 3

revelation sent by God to the Prophet Muhammad in the Arabic language

ilization

. . . eness of
new order came in the 69os, in the reign of the Caliph *Abd i‘Zu_”_M

(685—705). At the same time as Arabic was introduced fo

administration, o e of

an i i
acdmi : ew style of coinage was brought in, and this was
grillcant, since coins are symbols of power and

‘ . identity. In plac
coins showing human figures, . o e

s o ap human i which had been taken over from the Sasa; -
¥ the Umayyads in Dama e
: SCHS, NEW ones were mj
e yads il iscus, e minted
_Enm éoﬁ_.m .m_c:m. proclaiming in Arabic the oneness of God and the
teuth of the religion brought by His messenger
More i il we . :
. c:w important still was the creation of great monumental buildings
V|
Mnmn ves ﬂ.mc_u__n statement that the revelation given through Z:_::ﬂu
tmad ; -
o mankind was the final and most complete one, and that its kingdom
would tast for ever. m

The first places for communal prayer (masfid, hence the English word

7




THE MAKING OF A WORLD

‘mosque’, by way of the Spanish nresquita) were also used for assemblies
of the whole community to transact public business. They had no marks to
distinguish them clearly from other kinds of building: some were in fact
older buildings taken over for the purpose, while others were new ones in
the centres of Muslim settlement. The holy places of the Jews and Christians
still had a hold over the imagination of the new rulers: ‘Umar had visited
Jerusalem after it was captured, and Mu'awiya was proclaimed caliph
there. Then in the 650s there was erected the ficst great building which
clearly asserted that Islam was distinct and would endure. This was the
Dome of the Rock, built on the site of the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem,
now turned into a Muslim baram; it was to be an ambulatory for pilgrims
around the rock where, according to Rabbinic tradition, God had called
upon Abraham to sacrifice Isaac. The building of the Dome in this place
has been convincingly interpreted as a symbolic act placing Islam in the
lineage of Abraham and dissociating it from Judaism and Christianity. The
inscriptions around the interior, the earliest known physical embodiment
of texts from the Qur'an, proctaim the greatness of God, ‘the Mighty, the
Wise', declare that *God and His angels bless the Prophet’, and call upon

" Christians to recognize Jesus as an apostle of God, His word and spirit,

but not His son.!
A little later there began to be built a series of great mosques designed to

meet the needs of ritual prayer: in Damascus and Aleppo, Madina and
Jerusalem, and later in Qayrawan, the first Arab centre in the Maghrib,
and in Cordoba, the Arab capital in Spain. All show the same basic design.
An open courtyard leads to a covered space so shaped that long lines of
worshippers led by a prayer-leader (imam) can face in the direction of
Mecca. A niche (mibrab) marks the wall to which they face, and nearitisa
pulpit (minbar) where a sermon is preached during the noon prayer on
Friday. Atrached to the building or lying close to it is the minaret from
which the muezzin (mu’adbdbin) calls the faithful to prayer at the appointed
times.

Such buildings were signs not only of a new power but of the growth of
a new and distinct community. From being the faith of a ruling group,
acceptance of the revelation given to Muhammad gradually spread. We
know little of the process, and can only speculate on the course it took.
Arabs already living in the Syrian and Iraqi countryside could easily make
the act of acceptance out of solidarity with the new rulers (although part
of one tribe, that of Ghassan, did not). Officials working for the new rulers
might accept their faich out of self-interest or a natural attraction towards
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POWET; 50 too might prisonets captured in the wars of conquest, or Sasania
soldiers .ﬁ&o had joined the Arabs. Immigrants into the :né,n_.zmm mi r”
convert in order to avoid the special taxes paid by non-Muslims No_,oﬁm..-
ans, adherents of the ancient Persian religion, :._3. have mo::m.:. gast H
become Muslims than did Christians, because their organized Q_E,M_nw ﬁm
been weakened when Sasanian rule came to an end. Some Christi i
rwénﬁf touched by controversies about the nature of God' apd R<m_mwﬁ,
E_m_% be attracted by the simplicity of the early Musiim _,nmwoamn to m._“M_
questions, within what was broadly the same universe of thouy ht .;a
absence of 2 Muslim Church or an elaborate ritual of conversion mrm. :nmn_m
o.::« to use a few simple words, made acceptance an gpsy _:on,mqﬂm ,Ioén<
m_::u_.m it was, the act carried with it an implication: the mn,mm..?m:nm nM
Arabic as the language in which revelation had been given w:a %.o
together with the need to deal with Arab rulers, soldiers and F,E,u_os. iy
could lead to its acceptance,as the language of everyday life. /m.qrm_.m _MHM_._”
came, the Arabic _mnmcmm%mwammn_. This process, however was still young;
o:.m.im Arabia iself, the Umayyads ruled lands where E.cmn of :ﬁw om_,m,
lation were neither Muslims nor speakers of Arabijc, e
. ‘The growing size and strength of the Muslim community did not work
in mmcomn of the Umayyads. Their central region, Syria, was a weak link _
the chain of countries being drawn into the empire. C_:,:S the new citie i
.:E.: lraq and Africa, its cities had existed before Islam and had W_m:
w:m_wwﬂdn_m:ﬂw of their rulers. Its trade had been disrupted by its mmwﬁ\wm\_ _.w
rom Anatolia, which remained in Byzanii s 3
often disturbed by war between >EUM MWM_MMNNH“H__“MQO% e frontie
The main strength of the Muslim community lay further east. The citjes
of Irag were Browing in cize, as immigtants came in from _3:. as wel] n._
the Arabian peninsula. They could draw on the wealth of the rich irri .
fands of southern Iraq, where some Arabs had installed ﬂrm_:nm_cwmﬁc
_mzmoﬁzma. The new cities were more fully Arab than those of m.«im w mm
their life was enriched as members of the former Iranian ruling cl : w:
drawn in as officials and tax-collectors. e
A similar process was takin i i
the empire. Wism as it did on MMWMM”WWMMHH”WM o ﬂ: :.o:w-mm& ’
Asia, it had large garrisons. Its cultivable | AR
>Em settlers. From an nm:._w\ time n.”MWm MNM_”_M_ m:mn_ e .mFQ M
. From: erefore a considerable Arab
ﬁow:_m:o:u living side by side with the Iranians, whose old landed and
ruling class kept their position. A kind of symbiosis was gradually BE:,.
place: as they ceased to be active fighters and settled in the countryside aw
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in the towns — Nishapur, Balkh and Marv — Arabs were being drawn into
Iranian society; Iranians were entering the ruling group. ,

The growth of the Muslim communities in the eastern cities and provinces
created tensions. Personal ambitions, local grievances and party conflicts
expressed themselves in more than one idiom, ethnic, tribal and religious,
and from this distance it is hard to say how the lines of division were
drawn. ,

There was, ficst of all, among converts to Islam, and the Iranians in
particular, resentment against the fiscal and other privileges given to those
of Arab origin, and this grew as the memory of the first conquests became
weaker. Some of the converts attached themselves to Arab tribal leaders as
‘clients’ (mawali), but this did not erase the line between them and the
Arabs.

Tensions also expressed themselves in terms of tribal difference and
coposition. The armies coming from Arabia brought tribal loyalties with
them, and in the new circumstances these could grow stronger. In the cities
and other places of migration, groups claiming a common ancestor came
together in closer quarters than in the Arabian steppe; powerful leaders
claiming nobility of descent could attract more followers. The existence of
a unified political struceure enabled leaders and tribes to link up with each
other over wide areas and ar times gave them common interests. The
struggle for control of the central government could make use of tribal
names and the lovalties they expressed. One branch of the Umayyads was
linked by marria; ¢ with the Banu Kaib, who had already settled in Syria
before the conguest; in the struggle for the succession after the death of
Mutawiya's son, a non-Umayyad claimant was supported by another group
of tribes. At moments some common interest could give substance to the
idea of an origin shared by all tribes claiming to come from ceniral Arabia
or from the south. (Their names, Qays and Yemen, were to linger as
symbols of local conflict in some parts of Syria until the present century.)

Of more lasting importance were the disputes about the succession to
the caliphate and the nature of authority in the Muslim community. Against
the claims of Mu‘awiya and his family there stood two groups, although
each was so amorphous that it would be better to describe them as
tendencies. First wzre the various groups called Kharijis. The earliest had
been those who had withdrawn their support from ‘Ali when he had agreed
to arbitration on the day of Siffin. They had been crushed, but later
movements used the same name, particulacly in regions under the control
of Basra. In opposition to the claims of tribal leaders, they maintained that
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there was no precedence in Islam except that of virtue. Onh the virtuous

Muslim should rule as iram, and if he went astray obedience should be

withdrawn from him; ‘Uthman, who had given priority to the claims of

family, and ‘Ali, who had agreed to compromise on a question of principl
rm.n_ both been at fault. Not all of them drew the same no:nmsmm_o:m ?ﬂ_ﬂ
.ﬁ_:m" some acquiesced for the time in Umayyad rule, some revolted a ainst
it, and some held that true believers should try to create a'viFtuous Jm ] m.
by a new hijra in a distant place. ! o
The other group was that which supported the claims of the family of
_”.rn P.ou.rﬁ to rule. This was an idea which could take many different
torms. The most important in the long run was thgt which :mwx&nn_ ‘Al
m._sn_ a line of his descendants as legitimare heads of the commaniry or
imants. Around this idea chere clustered others, some of them brou m.
from che religious culueres of the conquered countries. ‘Ali and H:.ﬂmrp_
were thought of as having received by transmission from M :_E:::mm._ AOEM.
special n__ucm_ma‘” of soul and knowledge of the inner meaning of the O:.im:
nsugorate the rle of 1sges, This expremsos ot o e 15
. * the : oming of a nrabdi
hum who is guided’, arose early in the history of Islam. In 680 the secc -
mo:._gﬂ ‘Ali, Husayn, moved into Iraq with a small party of kinsmen w:m
tetainers, hoping to find support in and around Kufa. He was kitled in a
fight at Karbala in irag, and his death was to give the strength of renem-
bered martyrdom to the partisans of *Ali {the shi'at “Ali or Shi‘is). A few
years later there was another revolt in favour of ?\_:_,m;,ﬁza .:5 s
Imbm?;ﬁ. whao was also ‘Ali's son, although not by Fatima.
U:::m the first decades of the eighth century, Umayyad rulers made a
series of attempts to deal with movements of oEuom_:.o_‘_ ,mx_:mmmnm in .n_unmm
various ways, and with the inherent difficulties of ruling an mzj:::w 50 vast
and heterogeneous. They were able to strengthen the fiscal and military
bases .om their rule, and for a tme had to face few major revolts. ;:Ee, i
the 740s their power suddenly collapsed in the face of yet another civil %\. .u..ﬁ
and a mwm__.:.o: of movements with different aims but p.::.ﬁma by a noz::nw:
opposition to them. These movements were stronger in the eastern tha
the western parts of the empire, and particularly strong in Khuras |
among some of the Arab settler groups who were on ﬂrrn way to m,am:
assimilated into local Iranian sociery, as well as among, the :M::,_..: ‘client rm.
There as elsewhere there was a Shi‘i sentiment w | cing
no organization.

More effective leadership came from another branch of the familv of the

il

idely diffused bur having
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Prophet, the descendants of his uncle ‘Abbas. ﬂ_m._i._z.m _nrmnm the m””o”m
Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya had —Emwnnw o:wﬁo w_am:”“_”“”mﬂﬂnw M.HMMM& E.“
ir residences on the edge of the Syrian
Mﬂnwﬂgwwﬂ_”m_” with its centre ar Kufa. As their mzmmmmd, to FMMENM“__HW
sent a man of obscure origin, probably of an ,:m:_m: FE._F u Hustn .
He was able to form an army and a coalition from dissident e n:.n% Mu
Arab and other, and to come out in revolt :_ﬁmﬁ the black banner M. _nw
was to be the symbol of the movement, m.:a in the name omM 59.”.._ ﬂ_._._”u
the Prophet’s family; no member was specifically mentioned, ﬂm us s_“.émmnmmm
support for the movement. From Khurasan the m:..:é move Emn_m e Hmmm
the Umayyads were defeated in a number of bartles in Emtw_om.m_p_:n_ he lase
caliph of the house, Marwan H, was _u:a:ﬂ_ o Mmu%n an _ i .m .>vz,_.
meantime, the unnamed leader was %%mmum:dnm in Kufa; he was
‘ antnot of "Ali but of ¢ as.
>WNMﬂHMMMMM-Hm¢mZ {839—923) has described how the m_.._:o::nnnm.ﬁﬁ:n
was made. Abu’l-*Abbas’s brother Dawud stood on the pulpit steps of the
mosque in Kufa and addressed the faithful:

Praise be ta God, with gratitude, gratitude, and yer more m_.m:Emnw_ ?..m;n nom_“H
i ish and brought to us our inheritance fr
who has caused our enemies to peris : ,
Muhammad onr Prophet, God's blessing and peace be upon him! O ye nno.uvmn__wo.é
are the dark nights of the world put to flight, its covering lifted, now __m._.; rmmm s iR
the earth and the heavens, and the sun rises from the springs of n_m_w. é._z_n” e Mmﬂﬂ”
i i ho fashioned the bow takes it up, an
cends from its appointed place. He w tup, a
M_m._.oé returns to him who shot it. Right has come back to ..i_nnm. it o:w_:m:&,
among the people of the house of your Prophet, people of no_.:__uwmm_ﬂ: an _.:E.nw
7 . God has let you behold what you wer
for you and sympathy toward you .. ; )
M“mﬂ.:.:m and looking forward to. He has made manifest among you a nm_.ﬁr of H_rm
clan of Hashim, brightening thereby your faces and making you to prevail over the
army of Syria, and transferring the sovereignty and the m_cn%,om islam to woﬁ:. .
Has any successor to God’s messenger ascended this your srinbar save the _o_m..m
mander of the Faithful *Ali ibn Abi Talib and the Commander of n_:w mﬂw_w_._v?_ ~>
Allah ibn Muhamimad? — and he gestured with his hand toward Abu'l-*Abbas.

THE CALIPHATE OF BAGHDAD

Oune ruling family succeeded another, and Syria $.qmw. replaced as nnzwan_m
the Muslim caliphate by Iraq. The power of Abu’l- E.uwmm ?S_mlr‘ m_

his successors, known from their ancestor as ._}._u_umm_h_mv lay less in SN
eastern Mediterranean countries, ot in Hijaz which was an extension o
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them, than in the former Sasanian terr
and plateaux of Iran, Khurasan and
central Asia. It was more difficult for t
was also less imporran.

In some ways 'Abbasid rule did not differ much from th
Umayyads. From the beginning they found themselves involved in the
inescapable problem of a new dynasty: how to turn the Brnited power
derived from an uneasy coalition of separate interests into something more
stable and lasting, They had won their throne through a combination of
forces united only in opposition to the Umayyads, and the relationsh;
strength within the coatition now had to be defined. First of alf the new
caliph rid himself of chose through whom he had come to power; Abu
Muslim and others were killed. There were conflicts too w
itself; at first members were appointed as
grew too powerful, and within a

itories: southern Traq and the oases
the land stretching bevond it into
he caliph to rule the Maghrib, b -

at of the later

psof

ithin the family
Bovernors, but some of ¢} .

generation a new ruling élire of high
officials lad been createds Some were drawn from Iranian families with a

tradition of service to the state and newly canverted o Islam, others from
members of the ruler's household, some of them freed slaves,

This concentration of power in the hands of the ruler
time of Abu’l-'Abbas’s Successors, particularly ai-Mansur {754—75) and

Harun al-Rashid (786-809), and it was expressed in the creation of 3 new
capital, Baghdad. Al-Tabari records a story
of the future city:

took place in the

about Mansur's visit to the site

he came to the area of the bridge and crossed at the present site of Qasr al-Salam,
He then prayed the afternoon prayer. It was in sutnmer, and at the site of the palace
there was then a priest's church, He spent the night there, and awoke next moiming
having passed the sweetest and gentlest night on earth, He staved, and everything
he saw pleased him. Then he said, “This is the site on which [ shall byt
can arrive here by wav of the Euphrates, Tigris, and 2 network of canals, Oply
place like this wil| support the army and the general populace.” So he laid it our and
assigned monies for jrs construction, and laid the first brick with his own hand,
saying, 'In the name of God, and praise ta Him. The earth is God's; He caases 1o
inherit of it whem He wiils among His servants, and the resylt thereof is to them
that fear Hinv." Then he said, 'Build, and God bless youl"

d. Things

Baghdad was situated at a

point where the Tigris and Euphrates flowed
close to each other, and w

here a system of canals had created a rich
countrystde which could produce food for a large city and revenues for the
government;

i it lay on strategic routes leading to Iran and bevond, ta the
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Jazira of northern Iraq where grain was produced, and to Syria and Egypt
where Umayyad loyalties remained strong. Since it was a new city, the
rulers could be free from the pressure exercised by the Arab Muslim
inhabitants of Kufa and Basra. In accordance with a long tradition by
which Near Eastern rulers kept themselves apart from those they tuled, the
city was planned to express the splendour and distance of the ruler. At the
centre, on the west bank of the Tigris, there lay the ‘round city” of palace,
barracks and offices; markets and quarters of residence lay outside it.

In his description of the reception of a Byzantine embassy by the Caliph
al-Mugadir in g17, the historian of Baghdad, al-Khatib al-Baghdadi
(roo2-71), evokes the splendour of the court and its ceremonial. Having
been taken into the presence of the caliph, they were then by his commanc
shown the palace: the halls, courts and parks, the soldiers, eunuchs,
chamberlains and pages, the treasures in the store-chambers, elephants
caparisoned in peacock-silk brocade. In the Room of the Tree, they saw

a tree, standing in the midst of a great circular tank filled with clear water. The tree
has eighteen branches, every branch having numerous twigs, on which sit all sorts
of gold and silver birds, both large and small. Most of the branches of this tree are
of silver, but some are of gold, and they spread into the air carrying leaves of
different colours. The leaves of the tree move as the wind blows, while the birds
pipe and sing.

Finally chey came once moze into the presence of the caliph:

He was arrayed in clothes . . . embroidered in gold being seated on an ebony
throne . . . To the right of the throne hung nine collars of gems . .. and to the left
were the like, all of famous jewels . . . Befare the caliph stood five of his sons, three

to the right and twe to the lefi.*

Within these secluded palaces, the caliph exercised power in accordance
with forms inherited from earlier rulers and which other dynasties would
:mitate. An elaborate court ceremonial marked his splendour; court officials
guarded access to him; the executioner stood near him to deal out summary
justice. In the early reigns there'emerged an office which was to become
important, that of wazir: he was the adviser of the caliph, with varying
degrees of influence, and later would become head of the administration
and intermediary between it and the ruler.

The administration was divided into a number of offices or diwans, in a
way which would appear again under other dynasties. There was a diwan
for the affairs of the army, a chancery which drew up letters and documents
in proper form and preserved them, and a treasury which supervised and
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_Awmﬁ records of revenue and expenditure. A ruler goversing throug}
nierarchy of officials spread over a wide area had to make sure ﬂ_ﬁ,..mhwam
not become too strong or abuse the power they exercised in his name _>
systein oﬁ intelligence kept the caliph informed of what was rmﬁwmwi: : in
the provinces, and he and his governors held public sessions ar c,&m. ch
complaints could be heard and remedied. -
Absolute rule mediated through a bureaucracy needed'revenue and 1
army. It was in the ‘Abbasid period that the canonical mw.mﬂu:._ of Sxm:.o:
emerged from the practices of the early Istamic times. It was _:__hmm. f ;
as wcmm:u_m with Islamic norms. The. main taxes were two. The mnmwm.. ,m:
_m.ﬁwm on the land or its produce (kbaraj); to begin with }.mwn had be 0a
m_m::.n_uo: between the rates and kind of taxes mm_& by Muslim and MM ;
.?Em_:: holders of land, but this became less Hnportant in _:mn.:nm althou J
it Hnn.._m_.:mn_ in the law baoks. The second was a poll rax _nf.mm_ on :omM
Z:.m_::m. graded roughly according to their wealth (jizya). In mm&zo”
various dues were levied’ on goods being imported or mmmo:m& and _
urban crafts, as well as occasional levies on urban wealth made mnnc”\mm:

Ll

_ﬁMﬂMHmMm MMMH__M“M.WEQNE condemned by those who adhered to the strict
The .mo_n:mm. of Khurasan through whom the ‘Abbasids came to pow
were n__qm%_mﬁﬁw_.,._,mﬂ“mmno:ﬁm under separate leaders. It was not easy M:‘_”_Q
caliphs to mmmmn their loyalty, and they became less of an effective :::E”w
force as they were drawn into the population of Baghdad, Afrer the dea _,_
of Harun al-Rashid there was a civil war between his sons al-Amin and m_w
?F;..:::. Amin was proclaimed caliph and the army of Baghdad mosaﬂﬁ
for _:ﬂ ut was defeared. In the carly ninth century the need for m:.ﬂ mmmﬁum...m

the

and m&um_ army was met by the purchase of slaves, and by recruiting sold -
from”the Turkish-speaking pastoral tribes on or across the ?M_:_.M .
central Asia. These Turks, and other siinilar groups from the fronti ; :M
settled government, were aliens who had no links with the socie _.mara‘
rm_vnn_.no rule, and who stood in a relationship of personal &.R::S M i
the caliph. The entry of Turkish soldiers in the ‘Abbasid service _“.MMMEHM

o .. . o
Wch%wmﬁ“ﬂ.?mm to give a distinctive shape to the political life of the
It was partly to keep the soldiers away from the population of Baghdad
who had become hostile to the caliph’s rule, that al-Mu‘rasim ::m Im;_
moved rm.m nm_u,:.m_ from Baghdad to a new city, Samarra, r.:,m,::ii wo._r
on the river Tigris. The seat of government remained there for half
century; but, although it was relieved of pressure from the wo_,.:_mna, _.m ?.m
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under the infiuence of the leaders of the Turkish soldiers, who came to
dominate the caliph’s government. This was also a period when rulers of
outlying pravinces of the empire became virtualtly independent, and in Iraq
itself the power of the caliph was threatened by a large and protracted
revolt of black slaves in the sugar plantations and salt-marshes of southern
Iraq: the revolt of the Zanj, 868—83. A few years later, in 892, the Caliph
al-Mu‘tadid returned to Baghdad.

The more remote and powerful the caliph, the more important it was for
him to give his power roats in the moral sentiments of those he ruled.
More systematically than the Umayyads, the *Abbasids tried to justify their
rule in Islamic terms. From the beginning they used religious symbols. The
caliph claimed to rule by divine authority as a member of the Prophet’s
family. He claimed also to be governing in accordance with the Qur’an
and the rules of right conduct, which were increasingly defined in terms of
the Prophert’s habitual behaviour (sunrna). It was in line with this claim that
religious specialists played some part in his rule, and the office of judge
{gadi) was given greater importance. His functions were separated from
those of the governor. He had no political or financial duties; his role was
to decide conflicts and give decisions in the light of what was gradually
emerging as a system of Islamic law or social norms. The chief gadi was a
Jignitary of some importance in the hierarchy of state.

In putting forward their claim to be legitimate rulers, the early ‘Abbasids
had to meet that of another branch of the Prophet’s family, the descendants
of “Ali, and their supportets, the Shi‘is. Not all the Shi‘is were hostile to
‘Abbasid rule; Ja‘far al-Sadiqg (. 700—65), whom they regarded as the sixth
imam, was a quietist who taught his followers passive resistance until the
advent of the mabdi, the one whom God would send to restore the reign of
religion and justice. In the first two gererations of ‘Abbasid rule, however,
there were various movements of revolt using the names of members of
‘Ali’s family, and it was in answer to such movements that the son of
Harun, Ma'mun (8r3-33), made two attempts to give himself a firmer
title to rule. The first was to proclaim ‘Ali al-Rida, regarded by many Shi‘is
as the eighth intam, as his successor; the argument used was that he was
the worthiest member of the Prophet’s family to succeed and this had the
implication that, if succession was to go by moral worth within the family,
then in principle the descendants of ‘Abbas had as much right as those of
‘Ali. Later, Ma’mun gave his support to the ideas of certain Mu'tazili
theologians and tried to make their acceptance a condition of official
service. This attempt met with opposition from those theologians, led by
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Mwmrn:mwmm.wo:nﬁw:__u“wns_._rw .rm_m that the Qur’an and the hahitual behay
el ﬁnamm::o:m wr interpreted, .ommnmm sufficient guidance, After a
Pt byt N mrm ¢ m_:m::un to 1mpase a single interpreration of the
e e pou ‘the ruler was .n:n_n&_ almost never to be resumed. The

unity which includes differences of legal opinion, and in the

importance ’ [
p of the Qur'an and the practice (sunna) of the Prophet as the

bases of it d
y radually created a mode of i
: thought which
generally as Sunnism, as distince from m_.:.__mm_m nm::m_ "0 be kaow

tour
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