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ICa: The Const




The two stories of America.

» America often perceived as the home of the ‘American Dr
Life, Liberty, and Pursuit of Happiness.

2 degree, been at least partially true for

Americans extremely different. A story of injustice,
dshed.




The American Genocide

» ‘Manifest Destiny’- Imperialistic American belief that the seftler
divinely ordained to spread across America and attain its we
an Dream®.

A..-

ocgje of the Native populations, and the s
nds.

pulation eventually killed through war, diseas

an Removal Act’ (1830), involved the forced
ntive Americans by Andrew Jackson’s




SLAVERY

» 12 Million slaves taken forcibly from Africa. 500,000 arrived i

dillions of African Americans were sold and
y Years.

mothers, generation after generation
on, torture, famine and death.

citly created a ‘compromise’, treating slaves as
INg.




Narrative of Frederick Doug\.

» The shrieks of my Aunt Hester often woke me at dawn. Captain A

would tie her up and whip her naked back until she was covere

The louder she screamed, the harder he whipped. Wher

hipped longest. He would whip her o make he

lence her. He wouldn't stop swinging the bloo
hausted.’

y read, there would be no keeping him. It would foreve
once become unmanageable, and of no value to his master:
good, but a great deal of harm. It would make him discontente




Frederick Douglass: What is ’r.

of July to a slave?¢

» What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? | answer; a day
reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross in;
aich he is the constant victim. To him, your celebrati
sted liberty, an unholy license; your national gr
r sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartles
ts, brass fronted impudence; your shouts o
ockery; your prayers and hymns, your serm
your religious parade and solemnity, are, to Him,
deception, impiety, and hypocrisy — a thin veil to
would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a
ilty of practices more shocking and bloody than are
ted States, at this very hour.




After Slavery- Jim Crow Laws
19" Century to 1965)

» All facilities segregated by law in the South. Schools, restroo
restaraunts. Also banned inter-racial relationships and mar

ranchise black people and to roll back
had made in the aftermath of the Civil

ings, and brutality committed against African
ustice. Missisipi Burning.

re (1921). Destroyed Black Wall Street




Civil Rights Movement in Am.

» Nonviolent movement of Civil disobedience by millions of Afric

Americans across the US, spurred by the Murder of Emmett Till
s carried out in the USA and a wider yearning for jusfi
integration and equal rights under the Law.

ssed by many Southern States. ‘Mississippi Bur

reedom Riders rejected se?regohon laws
ptional effort across the US for voter registrat

N (300,000), including nearly 100,000 whites and
> a dream’ galvanized much of the country into
ts, although it was still arguably opposed by the
e population. President’s support tipped balance.




Civil Rights Victory: Legal Eq.

for African Americans in the USA

» Civil Rights Act: Barred all Racial discrimination in housing,
employment. In essence, provided legal racial equality.

utlawed practices of discrimination that
mericans from voting.




USA Today: Systemic Rocism.

» System Racism refers to Racism embedded in the institution
country. In the US this manifests in several ways

sd to ‘corral’ African Americans in certainl
systemically neglected

arket: Identfical CV's sent round in many
ome, one white name. In all cases the ‘white
many more replies and interviews.

g in education districts with primarily black




Systemic racism 2: The Justic
System

» Black people 4x more likely to be stopped and search for d
possession as whites- despite no difference in possession or,

3x as likely to be shot and killed by police
y Taylor, George Floyd, Tamir Rice.

d to 20% longer sentences than white men for
e.

Against systemic racism.




Are African Americans Oblig-
Follow the ‘Social Contracte

» Social Contract binds citizens to obey the law in order to at
rewards of living in civilised society.

and just reciprocity between citizens and
OBLIGATIONS.

o follow the Law in an unjust an unreciprocal
stitutions’ set up to protect us and enforce the
institutionally raciste




Tommy Shelby: Justice, Devi'n
the Dark Ghetfo

» African Americans in the ‘Ghetto’ are treated as an under
face a unique set of challenges that makes it very difficult
>N the injustice in these regions.




Justice, Deviance and the D
Ghetto 2

» Shelby argues that breach of the social contract means th
longer ‘unjust’ or ‘unreasonable’ for individuals in the ghet
qw if the purpose of that breach is sustenance
attain the benefits denied to them by an u

eaches still must not involve unnecessary

, Pickpocketing, Fraud, etc may be
tice given the breach of the social contract




Discussion Questions.

» Is Shelby in right in saying that the disadvantages and insfit
racism faced by African Americans justify breaking the la

e lawe Is it fear, oris it out of a sense of
ty to each other?

‘breakable’ than otherse Why<¢




