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There is a great deal stil] to pe done,

central and northern It

: aly, while in southern Italy and the islands

tenth cen-

gies relate in part to the timing o

But it is not a matter of chance that the

tenth century emerges in a somewhat fragmented and irregular form,
It has an ambiguous status, being both the last century of the early
Middle Ages and the beginning of the central part of the Middle
Ages. Depending on each scholar’s field of specialization, it is as a
result either a period of final breakdown or the point of departure.
Almost certainly it will be on this century that future research in all
the fields discussed in this volume will come to be focused.

As this volume goes to print, I would like to take the opportunity
to thank John Davis for his unfailing assistance with every aspect of
the book’s preparation, as well as Andrew MacLennan, Fiona Kin-
near, Jo Stanbridge, and Matthew Cotton for their technical support
and their great professional skills, the translators: Andrea Pennacchi
(Introduction), Antonio Sennis and Nichola Anderson (chapter 2),
Geraldine Ludbrook (chapters 3, 4, 5, 7), Jeremy Scott (chapter 8),
Richard Davis (chapter 9), Eric Ingaldson (chapter 10), John Davis
(chapter 1), and finally, all the authors for their punctuality and
willingness. I hope that this volume will play a part in bringing to an
end both the ethnic prejudice against the ‘German invaders’ and the
more contemporary ethnic fopos reflected in the words of an
anonymous reviewer of this project: ‘Italian scholars are not usually
renowned for their brevity and even the most laconic of scholars
would find it difficult to do justice to some of these complex topics in
5,000, 7,500 Or even 9,000 words.”

tury. These different chronolg
nmm:mnm in particular areas.

Padova, October 2001

. however. To justify at least i
! regional gaps that will be evident in this vo]-

E !

Tnvasions and

ethnic identity

: : ”_  Walter Pohl

~ Romans and barbarians in late Roman Italy

To modern eyes Roman Italy had a very distinct identity, .m:a its

Romanness was expressed in numerous cultural features: 3&.:32:3

and crafts, mosaics and inscriptions, institutions and law, literature

and education. Indeed, few pre-modern 8&33.?86 left such last-

ing marks on the landscape, and in the memories of many gener-

ations to come. Still, as Andrea Giardina has argued, WoBm: :m:.\ had

not quite achieved an identity of its own; his book is appropriately
titled Roman Italy: Histories of an Incomplete EQ::Q.. Early WoEm
had conquered an ethnically heterogeneous country, S_wr Veneti and
Celts in the North, Etruscans in the Centre, several regional peoples
in the South, and Gr . ; i .rm WOEQE_
in turn, cherished thei ical Trojan origins. wﬁmaox_nm:x it was
the very success of Rofhaif éXpansion .mlmw little room for the
development of an ethnic Roman-Italian identity. _s. 48 AD, irn:. ::w
emperor Claudius opened the senate to :o:-:m.__w:m a ferocious
debate ensued about the value of Italian consanguinitas, blood rela-
tionship, which proved to be too artificial to c.a convincing for many
contemporaries.' As a result, Romanness remained what it had N__ixw,ﬂ”
been: a political identi t easily mnﬁo.ﬂsacagwﬁ ] .M.n,
means, and the conviction, to live by its E_owa m" was precisely this

Y

' A. Giardina, L'Ttalia romana. Storie di una identita incompiuta (Rome, Bari, 1997),
. o 1y &

PP- 3-10.
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-Italso nogﬂma;mmnmmnmv\ with civic, regional, or

\ $ many of which survived, h trar
o Sk Al rs it At T a2 A OWEVEL trans-
g«d; d, t monmsazmmom, Roman rule in Italy. Thus, for m:mmw%nn
¢ South going back to the pre-R _
Grecia could provid i . i o
i p ¢ a basis for Byzantine rule up to the eleventh
_\. Hmpn.vwmvﬁmmb m.=<m%nm of Italy constitute another clear-cut image
in the modern ?Em“ fair-haired and blue-eyed heavy-drinking and
riotous Germanic warriors, clad in filthy furs, whose plain but violent
ways replaced the decadent sophistication of late Rome. The modern

image of the barbarian goes back to_the long tradition of ethno-
AN centric stereotypes and perceptions i iquity, The word ‘barbar.

. .. . o Nnc——————
!Sn:mm—». is of Greek origin, and meant those who could only mutter
indistinct gibberish i

] eaking proper Greek. It was then
used simply to describe non-Romans, so that barbarians came to be
seen as uncivilized, violent, an treacherous, although critics of

Roman decadence such as Tacitus and Jater critics of Christian sin-
fulness sometimes depicted them as uncorrupted and noble savages.
Like Gibbon watching the sun set « over the Roman forum, genera-
tions of Europeans have wondered why Rome fell to those barbarians.
Down to the present, historians remain divided, with Italian, French,
and Spanish historians speaking of ‘invasions’, while German and
English scholars call the same process ‘migrations’. Did Rome
‘decline and fall’, or was it destroyed by invading barbarians? A less
controversial and more inclusive concept is the

Romans and barbarians was not the key issue as it had been in
ancient, medieval and modern thought, and newer approaches have
placed greater emphasis on the more complex processes through

which , into_changing late Roman
societies. These processes were full of contradictions, conflict, an
oodshed; but more often than not the conflict was not between

invaders and others, but developed along different lines.
Italy, as the heart of the empire, had always
tions and communications i i
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. foreign slaves who came to Italy in the centuries of Roman rule can
ly be guessed at, but there is no doubt that their manpower was
essential to the ancient economy. Prisoners of war were regularly sold
~ as slaves; entire groups of defeated barbarians were settled as laeti or
m&&_&&m in late antique Italy and in other provinces. At the imperial
,,. court in Rome (and later, Milan and Ravenna), noble barbarians lived
,r. wuu hostages or refugees, and barbarian soldiers played an important
barbarians were m:nammm.mmm,@. welcome. Here, in late antiquity, ma.u_&o;
ofbarbarian origin could also rise to the highest ranks. By the time of
Theodosius I (d. 395), a @olQ,wm ﬁoamn. omu_nna were in fact
‘barbarians. The most successful among them, the Vandal Stilicho,
wﬁnﬁnm consul and patrician and dominated politics in the west after

e s 18 A g M e

the death of Theodosius. From the third century onwards, internal
“Conflicts and the needs of defence against barbarian incursions had
" increased Rome’s need for soldiers, and many barbarians were pre-
- pared to face any risk in return for a share in Rome’s goods m.:a
~ prestige. In times of relative peace, Italy saw little of its barbarian
 defenders. But slowly, they moved closer to the inner circles of power.

' The gradual militarization of the Roman world meant that civil

: ety 1 1 its control over the armed forces. But much
_ society increasingly lost its con es. B

AL I

" of the inner unrest of the fifth century was also due to the attempts by’
| senatorial aristocrats to expand their power. The leading senators still
enjoyed a unique position, with huge estates scattered across the
empire, traditional careers in the civil service that gave access to the
inner circles of power, and political networks that could be the basis
for far-reaching alliances. But parallel to the conservative outlook of
ian culture of power also

this ruling elite, a different Roman-barba
g. ad been an agent of

came into being. For a long time the L o
Romanization, but now it also encouraged the rise of sub-imperial

identities. e corps cultivated in Roman army units para-
doxically encouraged the growth of new ethnic identities within the
late Roman system. As political control over the army declined, these
more particular loyalties gradua y_became more important mz.:w
obedience to the empire. The power of many commanders, for
example the fifth-century Roman general and warlord Aetius, was
now based on the personal devotion of their soldiers in ways that had
some precedent in earlier Roman history. But when they died or were

removed from their commands, the armies they had built around

role in the emperor’s bodyguard. In fact, it was in the army that

Ly o
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i ; ;
heir personal leadership were disbanded | Their position in court

olitics ;
o e o
Alaric’s armies, Ba g € core of his :oowm joined
e wnnmnmzwmmmmm“” MEHMUMauWMMMM&%m Oon:.n origin,
less e to defeat or to a ch 4 BTt peared

ange of leaders,

the two o:mmMMoOWMr”oMMMM nmmmm:“g omn:am g Buen though
Black Sea had mcnnsa_u&mo th mhoz e end the
bttt v 4 ¢ Huns wn.oEa 375, the Goths enjoyed
5 : ge as : wnvm:m: soldiers because the were both
€rocious ters and

erived from genealo traditi imitati e <.<rm§.2.
G e Bmmwn : i 5?. om~ ::;ﬁ._o:. Ooﬁr_n..._mmzaq
e p— Yy careers in the empire. After the emperor

: Tost mm. battle Of AdTianople 1358) against a Gothic-led
alliance of recent Immigrants, Rome had been forced to accommodate
groups of Goths as quasi-autonomous federates in Roman prov-
inces. Technically, these were components of the Roman army, but at

€y were able to improve their position through fiegs®
“Kmail. Afaric, king of the Goths, who moved to Italy
around 400 and  sacked Rome in 410, was the first barbarian leader
who successfully built Up an autonomous, albeit precarious non-
roman power base in Italy which enabled him to negotiate a key role .
in western Roman politics for his Goths. But even his dazzling vic-
Tories were not sufficient to guarantee a secure hold in the shifting
sands of the Italian balance of power; his heirs would Prove more suc-
cessful elsewhere, establishing the Visigothic kingdom in Aquitaine
and Spain. In Italy the political elite carefully avoided allowing the
Goths to become too strong as a single group, although this required
occasional purges in the army.

Other barbarian leaders chose a different strategy. They raised
large and heterogeneous armies, and marched into Italy. This was the
case of the Goth Radagaisus, whose forces were crushed by Stilicho at

in 452, after his attack
e Catalaufiian Fields in the previous

year. Attila assembled a huge army of several tens of thousands.of
Huns, Goths, Gepids, Heruls, and others, besieged and took Aquileia,
and marched as far as Milan, which offered no resistance. Nobody in
Italy could have stopped him at this point. But disease and lack of
supplies became a problem, while his warriors were already laden

- legend that has stuck (the scene can be admired on Raphael’s fresco
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&9 booty. The example of Alaric, to whom the sack of Rome had

brought little lasting success, may have served as a warning, but in any
case Attila decided to return to Pannonia, where he died soon after.
Papal propaganda soon attributed this to Pope Leo’s intervention—a |

e et s

~in the Vatican). The Huns had Tong been pictured by Christian

preachers as the apocalyptic people of Magog who were sent as a
.,.mno:nmm by God to punish the sinful—more a moral drama than a

_ucmmnm_ event in fact. The incursion of Attila’s Huns thus became one

~ of the best-known events of the period, although it was in reality little

more than an episode whose outcome showed that even an extra-
ordinary concentration of military force was not sufficient to take
control over late Roman Italy (which was almost certainly not Attila’s
aim anyway). Cities abounding in riches could still easily be plun-
dered, as the Vandal king Geiseric proved when he mounted a sud-
den raid on Rome from the sea a few years later, in 4s5. But to
gain mastery of the old heartland of the empire, it was necessary
to employ the machinery that had been set up by the Romans to
govern it.

Odoacer and the kingdom of Italy

From 395 until 476, the western emperors were at the mercy of mainly
barbarian commanders (the Vandal Stilicho, the Suevian Ricimer, the
Burgundian Gundobad), and often the only option the emperors had
was to play their generals off against each other. These barbarian
generals held the title of magister militum as commanders of the field
army as well as that of patricius, Ihey received yearly subsidies that
allowed them to entertain a large retinue of personal followers, called
buccellarii after the superior type of bread they received compared to
ordinary soldiers. In the highest ranks of this EE&Q aristocracy the
difference between Romans and barbarians was slight; their families

intermarried, and they u imi ies to Compete for the
Intermarried, an wmmé:d__mw strategie: pete. )
same positions. The ‘barbarian’ Stilicho celebrated his consulate in

the traditional Roman way on an elaborate ivory consular diptych,
whereas Aetius, the ‘last Roman’, as Procopius called him, owed

much of his success to a devoted retinue of Huns. The only difference
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MMMO ansrmﬂ according to a tacit mm.m:n%moP barbarians could not
€ emperors themselves. This was hardly a serious disadvan

tage, given that most emperors quickly met violent deaths, and E,
barbarian patricii often had the opportunity to ‘make’ new A.usmm »
Before 476, the neighbouring powers tried in turn to QBS. this
unstable political system into their orbit of power: the Burgundians
and the .S&mo:..m in Gaul, and of course the eastern Romans. But it
nificant that Q. er, the first barbarian to consolidate his rule

ctive political allegiance or ethnic ider ALy

O frn

Historians have debated whether he was a German or a Hun, a Herul
or a Thuringian. But that is to miss the main point, which is that the
ambiguity of the contemporary sources in this respect demonstrates
that Odoacer’s ethnic identity reflected the heterogeneous character

- over

of the Italian field army that he commanded. Odoacer came from
Attila’s court in Pannonia, a bustling power centre where aristocrats
of very different origin, Huns, Goths, Gepids, and many other bar-
barian peoples as well as Romans, came together and established a
network of power that would outlast Attila’s death in 453 and the
collapse of the empire of the Huns. Odoacer’s father, Edica, was one
of the notables at the Hunnic court, as were the fathers of Odoacer’s
predecessor (Romulus Augustulus, the last western emperor) and his
successor (Theoderic the Ostrogoth). After 453, Edica established a
small kingdom of the Sciri along the middle Danube; when the
Ostrogoths shattered it in 469, Odoacer went to Italy, his brother
Hunulf to Constantinople. After serving as an imperial bodyguard,
Odoacer became commander of the federate troops in Italy, to
a considerable extent composed of barbarians who had been
conscripted from Pannonia. " e
~ In the summer o%m federate troops overthrew emperor
Romulus Augustulus and his father, Orestes, and made-Odoacer
eir king. i
such; Odoacer was simply another barbarian king striving for
power within the Roman system. But there was a &ﬂﬁmnnﬂ the
king sent the imperial insignia to Constantinople, stating z.:: an
e west since his authority no

INVASIONS AND ETHNIC IDENTITY _ 7

enina.
MVRfilVery recently, modern historians have see @
oment in the fall of the Roman mBEmm 5 &m.éﬂﬁ arre-hence as th
int where antiquity came to an end and the ?E&m Ages began in
4ties showed no awareness of any fundamental
ange. Odoacer maintained the form and content of .mwm w.mmmm,.:
' administration of Italy; there was little that was ‘Germanic about his

———

“ingdom except for the remote origins of many of m_fm mwowmm ?i.:nr
~ contemporaries simply calléd Gar¥arian’) de-was-fiot until the sixth
century, in the reign of Theoderic, that the Romans who for one
eason or another opposed him turned to the emperor in ﬂo:mﬂmnz-
‘nople for support, and began to refer to the barbarian kings in Italy as
" an anomaly and as a threat to the identity of the Romans. It was at
" that time that the origins of the problem were dated to Odoacer.
?&m:om. who wrote in Constantinople in the 550s, even mmmnn.mcmm
the coup of 476 as if it had been a fully-fledged barbarian invasion.

The truth was that Odoacer had brought-a-period of relative peace to
éwbm by contrast it was the emperor who in the end plunged Italy
into another bloody war. Theoderic, king of the Goths, was one of his

it beioit @ ShuibaiSutmt iy ul

enerals who had built up a powerful position in the Balkans.-at-the

‘head of Em,,m.mm,mmw.mm army; in order to remove this threat the Emperor
Yeno ordered him to depose Odoacer and rule Italy in his name.
- Theoderjc.raised a huge multi-ethnic mhaﬁmwh...ﬁxﬁma Italy in,
>:mcm€wnn a siege lasting three years .Hrooam:n entered
Ravenna, where he treacherously murdered his predecessor and

became king in Italy.

Theoderic and the Goths | Sw.mmwu

Who were the Goths? Traditional scholarship assumed that the Goths
were of Scandinavian origin, lived in modern Poland in the
first two centuries AD, then moved to the steppes north of the Black
Sea, where they split into Visigoths and Ostrogoths. >~.9m end of
their long migrations, the former established kingdoms in southern

2 Jordanes, Getica c. 46, ed. Th. Mommsen (Berlin, 1882), p. 120.



Hist: have recently debated
:ﬁd EE% garrisoned in the cities,
gﬁa or land. It seems likely that
red mnoE tax ﬁﬁ:ﬁr but in the long

mSEm EE
d culture of Woﬂ»s society.
 any outrages Gﬁ Gothic
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concerted wﬁmnmzm-mwm
the kingdom.

gt - This was reflected in
the growing Importance of the role of the bisho ivi

mw?.mOw instance, ‘the bishop and the citizens of Brescia’, in a dog-
Bmzm .noanoﬁnmvn directly challenged Pope Gregory the Great by
fequiring an oath that he would not condemn the so-called Three
Chapters.” At about the same time, although independently, the
dukes and cities of Bergamo, Verona, and Padua rebelled against King
Agilulf (590-616). Elsewhere, both the ‘Lombard’ duke and the
‘Roman’ bishop supported the king, for instance in Trento, which was
always threatened by Frankish attacks. Whereas Theoderic had relied
on the Roman central administration to govern the country, the
Lombards " could “only cooperate with those structures of civic
administration that were still in place.
appened to the Romans under Lombard rule? Many histor-
ians believe that Roman landowners were killed or driven into exile,
and that the Roman population was enslaved by the new lords. There
is little evidence to support that interpretation. In the cities of the
kingdom, church organization continued to function as before, and
funerary inscriptions provide evidence of the survival of many well-
to-do citizens and artisans. In the years after 568 the level of violence
and raiding was high, but the Lombards had come to stay, and to do
so they employed the existing infrastructures. Instead of a few tens of
LOMReRD thousands of Lombards commanding millions of wOan m_mﬁm., we
. should think in terms of local societies that became ethnically mixed.
cwvil lay aristocracy disappeared, a
change that was taking place in all western European countries. In the
long run, only two models for the elite remained: that of the warrior-
landowner claiming some prestigious barbarian identity, and that of
the ‘Roman’ cleric. Roman landowners may also have decided to rise
into the ranks of the Lombard aristocracy, although that is a process
that is better documented for Frankish Gaul and Visigothic Spain.
Others could seek protection by the bishop, donating their estates

7 Gregorius Magnus, Registrum epistolarum 4, 37, ed. D. Norberg (Turnhout, 1982).
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to the Church and receiving them back as a permanent loan. Roman
aders and artisans continued in business and came to be wﬁ.ommn:i
Wy ..Hcvs_ legislation (for instance the Ewwm&:. commacini .:,:.
Eann&. The court also needed Roman specialists in m@:d:_m:m:o:
 (like Secundus of Trento, the faithful adviser and historian of Queen
_ ,m.wuo%:bamy Latin continued to be the language of state. At the
w%n end of fhe social scale, there were both Roman and Lombard
.&wﬁm between whom the Edict of King Rothari (643) decreed only
minor differences in status.® :

* On the whole, most of the population, and especially the ﬁmmmm:m,
* may have been better off under Lombard rule than before. mx.&ﬁ:m:.r.
axation ceased, and the relative shortage of manpower eased the
.Ammﬂﬂgﬂc\mw._wmm@“ﬁ.f The army was no longer financed through

taxes, but was now m:wmo:&nmmmmwwﬁﬂwwa Ewmwa property. This
meant that, for better or worse, the warriors were much hardér to
control, but it also meant that their interests as landowners eventually
got the upper hand over their needs as warriors. The mobile mercen-
aries of the fifth century had been veritable soldiers of fortune, for
whom armed conflict was the only source of income. That was why

 the Gothic armies repeatedly forced their reluctant leaders to start yet
- another war. In the eighth century, on the other hand, the hoEcm_.d
kings had to introduce severe penalties for Lombard milites who m.&
not follow the call to arms. An eighth-century Lombard nobleman in
Tuscany even converted his house into a monastery and took Em
vows, apparently to avoid having to fight the Franks.” Lombard aris-
tocrats now had a lot to lose. They still went about armed even in
peacetime, unlike Roman aristocrats in times of empire, and drunken
brawls or even complicated feuds might break out at any time. Lom-
bard kings legislated against all sorts of probable and improbable
infringements of public order (including throwing somebody from
his horse, stealing a woman’s clothes while she was bathing, or street-
fighting in which women took an active part). But after the consolida-
tion of the kingdom in c.600 times were relatively peaceful, and wars
for the most part remained short and regional.

But the kingdom was now inseparable from the identity of the

Lombard people. Whereas Theoderic’s title had simply been rex, the

8 Rothari144 (builders); 194 (Roman slaves), pp. 75, 89.
% Vita Walfreds, ed. K. Schmid (Tiibingen, 1991).
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mained 5@
r Alboin’s F/&-
: e late
ions were mc: %ﬁ%ﬁ and included
mqg Istria and the Venetian _pmcou on the
~Apilia and-Calabriz-in-the-Sout] - n—m- m
p to Liguria. Rome, and its hinterland, was the
nly gradually were some of these regions
it was typical of the delicate balance of
hat nwhcnmwoﬁ Em vnﬂom nrm Byzantines

nications M

n& Here anti-Lombard rhetoric
for example in papal letters: ‘th
Lombards’ was the standard
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- war and the consoli-
Agilulf, there were
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The tenth-century Italjap historians

sense of rivalr empire) had ceased to Em_ ir Eﬁ r;mm?w MM._ M,Hmmmummw -
: ¢ g sens r1 4gainst other cities i { had hardly been able to fi | the gap. |
héoﬁrbbm’fhmvwm and Naples, Salerno and Amalfi, Siena m:h 4% ..:w qunmamm‘mo;mmwmn.ﬂ, Mﬁmm_m:iam?nmmmg. Yo the Soutl Normit |
el m: €ases in point. Broader ethnic identities remained aries gradually established their power in the course of the
ﬁwn.mH ¢F uncertain, as a famous text by Liutprand of Crémona shows 2 : M. century. From the second half of the tenth century onwards,
Rejecting the western claim for empire, the Byzantine emperor Zmn.n- , . of interventions from north of the Alps brought the Italian
i phoros challenged Otto s ambassador, Liutprand: ‘You »3:2 ﬁ :vmsazﬁro??B»:nBER,::QOoamm:no::o_”O:or

f Romans, but Lombardsr® Liutprand replied: ‘We, that is, Lombards, _eastern Frankish king, was the first of a series of “Teutonic’ rulers
j Saxons, Franks, Lotharingians, Bavarians, Suavians and Burgundians,

descended on Italy to lay hold of its crowns, but who otherwise
: ) : i - . . r
regard “Roman!” as one of the worst insults.” This is, however, an de their rule felt only indirectly for most of the time. In the precar

the author of thes; T, . ‘Ewo. C.:Gnmnm of Cremona and natives nor mw&mm..a nor ?Em_u powers Gw:wmma 8‘_ ﬂmﬁ_m
g and a far cry from the TEh-soundls w =4 d E_.E.Er olitical configurations or nwa.am&ws&bm ,Enmcnnmm ~_,~
i around 800, g _rhetoric of reform <omnna ; oxical since the legal and administrative mo.cumm:o:m or state
i talian 1dentities ; : , were well developed.” Still, the regnum Italiae (and more so, the
wﬂ Bpnommmansissetl the period were often attached to cities, ang Ve

v i 1I¢ .-mn. ._u mplied stro. y ]

: expression of .mgﬁwnmmu. rather than Italian mn_mbﬁmam In a similar cata- balance of power between invaders and local lords, the .namm 5
S logue (c. 54), Liutprand lists Itali instead of Lombards—‘Lombards’. dually expanded their political influence: the ,noB.Bccm_ age’ was —
“ oo uother name for the inhabitants of g. In an Italian_perspective, difference made itself felt much.

“ ranks, and the population of the empire, consisted of yre than identi

l.I-Vha:.:w Latin speakers, and u.nﬁoim mmam_ﬁa of the mamﬂmm vernacu-

language divisions were important among
e inhabitants of Ita

Deacon’s Hi en soon after 1000), Teutonici
become a collective name for all the people from north of the
Alps. Liutprand’s praise of them in deference to Otto I was only one
side of the coin. Paradoxically, both the Saxon and the Byzantine
emperors claimed dominance in Italy on the grounds that they repre-

acss. both were met with a mix of flattery, prejudice,
acy enmity. They were not simply invaders, for they
relied on a long-standing network of rights and"claims, of alliances o
and strongholds in Ttaly. But likewise, they continued to be regarded - 4
as_outsiders whose involvement in Italian politics was due to ‘
weakness and discord among the Italians.

» ; ity a_ icated mosaic of competing powers. B
That did not necessarily impinge too heavily on the lives of its i,
inhabitants (though with some it did). But it influenced perceptions. s

B ’s ti i i h and eleventh century’,
e kham, ‘Lawyer’s time: history and memory in tent : .
Y ﬂﬁr&d g:uwaan Power: Studies in Italian and European Social History,

—1200 (London, 1994), pp. 275-94-

 Liutprand of Cremona, Relatio de legatione Constantinopolitana 12, ed. J. Becker
over, 1915); for an excellent analysis, see G. Gandino, Il vocabolario politico e sociale
do da Cremona (Rome, 1995), pp- 257-70.
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gw of the two nnbannm mnoE nro ival of the
: as long

early a ..L..‘....-En

noFBo Tiraboschi (1731-94) noted the very
D».rnﬂ. production rviving fro

uestion the judgement of Ludovico Mura-

3 fori had been more attentive to juridical

readier to gwio__ of the two centuries of Lombard

the long period of peace evidence that the

1bards and Romans had been able to live

sory glance at the period suggests that

ng to draw attention to the great legislative

% to the educational leadership that was

in m of the eighth century within the Lom-

the group of ‘Italians’, such as Peter of Pisa,

Patriarch of Aquileia and, likely enough,

m&h&%ﬁc who had a radical E%son on Frankish

orked under Charlemagne. But Tiraboschi and

d the H.g%»a u«z& have also pointed out
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AN 1DERL BRUSRT
gside Alboin Paul constructed..a_gallery_of ancestors, and he
period=Becatse . ent Latin codices in the librario. e among his predecessors outstanding examples of 2 legislating
ese_ anuscripts were solid 1braries i preat masters of the disciplines of rhetoric, grammar,
he cultural

lmm maﬂnk bunnrﬂm " obje v -
haath y Mma ~matics, and prosody that were indispensable for t
‘ - il\-\‘ﬁaldv\'l\!.‘f ——— .
lors and, at a ower level, of the

For a i
more informed assessment

~ Middle A s
€S Wi 5

among QM Spmhw‘b NOW turn instead to the results of © ¢
. ons of ancie of ‘excavatjg,

of Italian culture jp E.N,

B

; the
and now unkown adve y were able to i .
LS survive ;
wn_adventures unharmed. These Avﬁﬂsw u il e couse o B
‘highly  resjsta, &%ﬁﬁ.dm«?ﬁﬁm@@%ﬁﬁg Revealing very clear criteria of
uridical and civil

EE i ade the q
Eﬂoamr the han .‘ O m,ﬂwWHwﬂ.wg-,ﬂw v~ Emﬁv—ma and

election, this ideal mm:mQ displays the values ofaj

ulture mnossmnm Th the study of gramma and rhetorig that was the
A e el S LS
And when his narrative reached

they
nostly unknown reader:

—hdation of Lombard clvilization.
alled the new masters of grammar, nam-

} , Most pr ’
3 e aim of reprodu - g nﬂ: c@ oocmv_& .vnnmm th seventh century, Paul rec
rved because they were considered . R ing in particular Felix, who was honoured by King Cunipert, and his
1.. ed to be essential featyres nephew Flavi o was Paul’s own master.
. oint_for

Fou 4’
e SN

onial process, and served T -
U v OLL R ks anorama set’ out by Paul offers a
e codices that have come down to us fror P i reconstrictimg cultural developments in Italy from the middle of the
the fifth and the seventh centuries have om the wozoa between xth century to the end of the eighth. It is particularly important for
are books that were produced and mnon.HM#q become ‘homeless’ the T understanding of which places immmhmmw@mm@ to ensure cultural
”.bos too little. But as we shall see, Eammm @_“nw_“”m i SEMU . Ty T e psration.of boals AR el
c centres. Indeed. e not only mona ,,\.\T_
, ong their users we find all those with Titerary e early Middle Ages from the entry of A/wz da |

do -
ges, notaries, and others involved in the Taw’ 1 the capture \

century

-

- If we date the beginning-e
pu i \ctions, all of whom were professionally ¢ the Lombards into Italy i e would probably fix on the capture )
on trad , e g ssionally engaged 1n pa ' of Pavia. But if we had to chicose a date that would serve to help us mmﬁgt.
‘We should start by askin, H‘E.,&memwmm how books came to be reserved and the origins of the o
8> however, how the authqg . " oA — e WS 30
€ : stood i . DRLS.OLLNIS perio institutions that reserved them, then we should sta the. O ze, 50
B ISto EQ transmission o ﬁ! o A G Wbttt ] —— . HAZEX 3§+ J
to , re since this will founding of the monastery at Bobbio in 612 but from the earlier and Ay
1 [I——— t*ﬁ?e...;lﬂ..l%.a!ﬂ!f%. b
' uite miraculous decision not to raze Pavia that was taken around A4 108
‘Alboin’s leadership the new Of

§10 BTN DTS Mo in -

is was the moment when under
snaterors decided to settle in the ancient Gothic capital, with the ct&mm.\ 9
r INET)TL

 result that both the king’s court and the administration of the realm U p.msﬂ.
t. Consequently, in trying to locate the origins of 5, a5
hared by the Lombards we should "enyaft

reca ow inhabited what had been Theoderic’s
e ‘now confident of a better future’ The mosaic represent-

e events that took place n -
oths, and he

8

=

alace wer
by S episode that demonstrated the qualities of King Mﬁé&.ﬁo?ﬁ king that still presided over the royal tribunal in the
AN ?E immediately listed other great men of the vaa% tenth century was a symbol of this hope: in the application of the law
djgthis Smperor Justinian, the statesman Cassiodorus, the and civil administration, justice represents a future founded on
; Tironologist Dionysius Exiguus, and the tradition.
, . King Agilulf initiated a programme of public building, including

R (rator. Since every social group produces its own models,

? Tbid. ii. 27- .
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the royal palace at M i
~ onza, : ’ :
‘ gp B pomer e in which he was buried, and it was with hie

: mban found
Fathine s ku ounded the monaste .
at i
& Own about the cultural activities at Bob .ﬂw in wag; pas of chvc i fo seconn
€ Irsf

centuries of its exist i
ence, but it certainly i

L . ertainly included the recov

: WEMMM mo». manuscripts which were brought here monmn
mﬁgnobgmam e and Sw:nr by the time of the Ottonian emperors, f; o
o 2 » constituted one of the great libraries of th el

i Ty, whose catalogue still survives. g

| A ears after the foundatio i
. . n of Bobbio and s of des

\Po~z, Mﬂ capture of Pavia, from the palace of that city R oE»MﬁsE.mmm SUREEEE Ew%:»i@lﬂrmmmgmosm i e

bublished ¢k ~ materials that were brought together and nmilzm:ammﬂmsﬁmmm.nzm.m:-
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itaphs, and celebra-

ecially to produce laudatory verses, metrical ep
ns of civic life to accompany | Sstivals and other public events. A
good example of this is the Carmen de Synodo Ticinesi, a celebration
- of King Cunipert, who acted as moderator at the synod held in Pavia
about 698 that brought to an end of the ‘Schism the Three

Chapters’.
~ What emerges is a picture of a culture that relied on the grammat-

et

jcal, rhetorical, and prosodic tools that can be found in surviving

famous edict of 6 : d

. This document bears.wi

m o -witness t i ) f

Pw projects and juridical learning of the team of annraoFEmﬂwmé 3 ~ cational _purposes. They enable us to understand why particuldr
muﬁm .:»,

attention was given to spelling and the use of texts like the Appendix ~~——
-~ Probi, transferred into a codex in the seventh century, which was of

~ Tmportance for those who needed to distinguish the proper forms of

%mg was w_mmm&x_u,m\im.mmﬁmm._v\ undermined by Romance
lel texts of Justinian A  influences
and of Theodosiu; ”

as technical terms attested by OmmmmoM%nMMMa\nM@mwim:&n\& as well B & The Esw Lombard kings is particularly mmmimﬁﬁ,\r\ s R

nd Festus. One of the . cant, and this also revealed the existence of civic centres or family /W Gy

- WGPl D

central themes was the idea of
1 of a renovatio i0), 3 g fe . : : o
a concept ~ traditions in which the officials who compiled and then enacted the - .4, 2 &

2 Wom-m&vwrw %Mﬂ:m_oum moE e Justinian Code that make the prologue.
one of the most important wri

o : imj ritten document

e seventh century. Rothari and his judges used juridical mOnBLmhM«

and terminology th i acquaintance with the paral
ology that démonstrate their acquaintance with the paral-

&onﬂv‘noo_ﬁmsgg .
8% mﬁk_‘_ .. . 4.}! i 1,
renovatio studii, 7en nu.aﬂ_m. medieval cultieé (renovagio impenly | .sinmz_mimsanmmmcnmnmd.qrmo_amﬁno?mm om.mmm&ﬂmna?oa
s 10 Dro n) that o . ; . c .

£ expressed the desire to the seventh century, at St Gall (Stiftsbibl. 730) and from the eighth

o ..m 5&.. m&ﬁ&dw&bn@&o idea of renovatio ry, at Vercelli (Biblioteca Capitolare, 188). These are written in

i ) fine ornamental hand, whose survival is an indicator of the
tenaeiBus hold of tradition, because this was the script used in the
ancient manuscripts of the Digest of Justinian. The same style was
also adopted in the oldest codex of Paul the Deacon’s Historia Lango-
bardorum, which was executed in the author’s lifetime and is now at
Perugia. Even centuries later, the codices of the Leges Langobardorum
carried effigies of the rulers, as can be seen in the important examples
conserved at Modena (Biblioteca Capitolare, tenth century, 0.l2)
and, for Benevento, in the early eleventh-century Cava manuscript
(Archivio della Badia, 4).
It has to be remembered, too, that the transcription of H.cmw.mn&

codices raised the possibilities of copying errors and of arbitrary

changes. se of I

DA e from the need for-b nemor
The legislative activity of the Hon_vm&. F:m did not end wi ;
Rothari’s .n&Q but was carried forward by mn_ummwzgﬂ rulers moi:_mw
the great juridical revival of the eleventh century. Grimoald and Liut-
prand, and especially Ratchis and Aistulf, explicitly drew attention
to the presence of the judges (iudices) who aided them.’ This is

n_ao.n.onbnnﬁm with the important place held by é :
ich as a result of the influen obbio,
a central feature in north Italian culture.

adition and demanded discus

ese were especially serious in the case of legal texts; the

authors of Lombard laws were perfectly aware of this, and made it a
requirement that co ies of texts be reproduced only with the author-

ization of a royal notary. These concerns help explain why Carolin-

gian pHilotogists engaged so heavily in labours of extensive textual

i lmﬂ;“ﬂﬂmmﬂ“ﬂ Rtene.....

? Ratchi %?!?ggsgigagga




194 | craubia vig,

LAY AND ECCLESIASTICAL CULTURE _ 195

claimed that the books of the Holy Scripture and St Benedict’s own |
. qmanuscript copy of the Rule were brought there from Rome,* but {
o mw conserved the Origo gentis Lan obardo, at should be qualified because the attraction exercised by the [
Yo > | storic memory was put to wo T Jn o ital was what determined the early influence of the liturgy of
‘egllimize present undertakin Benevento at Mont i

Bl ent undertakings. | Bene ontecassino.

~ This is also borne out by the fate of such a great institution as the

Odel andthe’ nv&l.!n disss vmbm v the Vivarium. Founded by Cassiodorus, who died while the Lombards [

gbb “ = E Ty T e HPE‘ : ased on thy ~ were besieging Naples (c.585), th had ceased to be active in
720> and prosodists of Jate antique Rome m:% of mnw 2oans, thetoriciy the first decades of the seventh cenfury. That was the moment when /> === |
§o§m the BEE&M recent past under the dukes had became firmly ensconced at Benevento, which makes -
education of cotirt offic s. The most i Prepared forsig it necessary to reconsider Benevento’s role in the diaspora of the =
rus. Hi T mportant example was - Vivarium’s library. In the late eighth century the codex of Cassio- oy 4._.

' dorus that is now at Bamberg (State Library Pat.61) was taken from - -

s were copied in the eighth century in
and later at Nonantola, and set outa

3

ST i  the archetype—that is, the oldest manuscript—of the Institutiones, 5 v _ ,
arts accompanied by a bi  IRrETYTER R . L.w.., a2 =)
, ib - while in the fifteenth century the Capitoline Library of Benevento ok e

e basis of a sc mm.unoa that follo A still possessed the text, which certainly came from the Vivarium, that 240,
v . ﬂaum—s mmum~ B - 1 1 2y P
mnron._w. attention was focused on the ancient customs and habits that i
0 DORYS KK m:.ﬁm&m drew attention to in his well-known and widely distrib-
_, oTio MBS uted nm::wgn of Festus Pompeius, dedicated to Charlemagne with Em;...
: declared intent of making the u ]

Soon after the death of Cassiodorus the Lombards reached Calab- M ,p\
. ria, getting as far as Reggio, if Paul the Deacon is to be believed. A 1

Phon A~
| PoS

letter from Gregory the Great to John of Squillace in 591 states that Lo

-
a o

- they continued to move through the region between Crotone and el o

A sages and practices of the pagans
f PECSas E. £t ? 0y - Reggio until the frontier with the eastern empire became fixed at b N0
i e Qnmﬂvmonmwm@nosgnm n<m= .n_nm.qmn.mxmaw_mm of the ways in - Cosenza. From the beginning of the seventh century, Gregory the .«
£ creation of an administrative capital preceded the cultural - Great’s letters to the Lombard dukes show that they had chancelleries 46 ¢

petus that derived the founding of an important monastic =
m%l € end of the sixth century the Lombards had
reached the southern part of the peninsula. Around 592-3, King ,

Arechis I laid waste to Velia Busento and Blandia in Lucania which
would form the basis of his own principality, and in 596—7 he con-
quered Crotone. In the following centuries southern Italy played a
role in the conservation of traditions derived from the classical
texts that finally found their way to Montecassino, But even in this
case, the monastery’s library was never simply a lifeboat for saving
books and traditions. Even though it later became the most famous

~ capable of maintaining correspondence with the pope; and Paul the
Deacon hiniself reproduces the letter, which may have been conserved
in a Benevento archive, in which Gregory calls on Duke Arechis I to
help with the transport of timber from Bruttii to Rome. A general
transfer of books and of the men needed to maintain and interpret
them, from the Vivarium to Benevento, cannot therefore be ruled out
at a time when Montecassino could not have played any part in the
conservation of the texts and translations that had re-emerged in this
area. The abbey became important for only a brief period between 750
and 756, when it was the refuge of King Ratchis and his entourage. It
was at that time that.Paul the Deacon, who was probably Ratchis’
adviser (consiliaritis) on affairs of state (omnia arcana N.S-wmma
{withdrew permanently to the monastery. But Paul had also been in the

Qb. o oo * Pauli, Historia Langobardorum, vi. 40.

Yool iz / abﬂ@n p @4\&“%3
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service of the duke of Benevento, for whom he com

dedicatory ver,
; ses, and a Histor;
g»..n of e toria

age with a classification of the writings in use among the Romans
the Anglo-Saxons. These materials suggest that thg manual was in
gse at the court of Italy. This makes the mmﬁo:mminm,%& cldssical
on of classical culture, the roya] uthofs it contains of special importance, since this corresponds
nother important Pl of re mmWn mmﬂm A,vaw. closely with the much later collection in the Capitolare Library at
tween Lombard a 3l nce. Thé dose g erona, which was the site of one of Theoderic’s palaces that was later
at the latter imitated the former; and arch saxons i3y, abited by the Lombard kings and by King Pippin himself. The two
- eonr -t these exchanges would include v. - archaeologica dices have a number of authors in common and are basically chan-
Important confirmation of the S i n " :I.-. 19 cellery manuals, and it is not surprising, in a society that produced
mEoHou\&oBQ&m.. om:%onﬁmirﬁ::m%&88&Rmvm&,ﬁ_wmoz&uwumﬁw,.,\m_.og

commerce in books co =

: mes from the Mozarabi s - .
Ver find in them instructions for writing the praises of cities. They also

.ngsgomm_mmon<mamnﬂnmmon5ﬁrmmo:s&mmmmom:o:mﬂrﬁ

1S now at Verona but around 730 was in th
seems to have been the model for the later ‘Song of the Modena

Maurezo Canaparius, an administrator of King Liutprand
atchmen’.

later, but still at Vero
the act of writin : ‘ bes - A society that employed the didactic instruments of late antiquity
also took pleasure in quotation, and in re-creating grand styles for
- religious buildings and tho$¢ associated with civil power. The decor-
ere is thus much still ation of the Tempietto at Cividale, the remarkable classicism of the
to be learnt about the role of the Lomb. " temple of Clitumno or S. Salvatore at Spoleto, and the surviving

ruling class in the conservati ] = :
rvation of collections of boo om i '~ fragments of court art at Arechis’ Benevento show that the arts and

antiquity. All efforts to connect the Master Flavian with specj architecture tha e

t the ruling class in Italy in_the seventh and eighth 1)/

)

vain, but Paul 1 ; . i ; ST P :

5 the Deacon’s testimony is in any case sufficient to . “% demonstrate deep MEEE%
mmarians who v e 1t reasonable to suppose that the conservation.of classical || /
- ‘s. ; T

establish the importance that the court gave to the gra
nmm Instructive texts which were perfectly in

dS and modelsTof té

lels” cachmg and-which fini

O] bio. The metrical and rhythmmic mwmmﬂmb.mb.m,_

eir epigraphic writings indicate that these canny intellectuals were
endowed with a practical culture that contained some elements of

clecticism.

The Frankish court

In the second half of the eighth century Italian-trained intel-
lectuals were an important presence at the _court of Charlemagne.
Indeed, even before the fall of Pavja i , relations between the
ministers of i urt were so close, accord-
ing to Paul the Deacon, that the young Pippin of Heristal was sent

as tradi-
tionally been connected with the teaching of Paul the Deacon. The
other is in th e Library at Berlin (Diez B 66), and is a collection

% of\ tes : i 2 of Italy. These there as the pupil of Liutprand.” The prestige of the Lombard Italian
Fgﬁb de . 1S ammar, a small set of poems addressed to cities in the eighth ce as evident from the later connection

5 Pauli, Historia Langobardorum, vi. 53.

ongs by Angilbert, a celebration, from between.792 and 796, of
the

Mv o e, - victory of King Pippin of Italy over the Avars, and also a brief

> C
y g@c%

et

Fhas, Lo, #53 ol Bgm DisT BY

interventions in the gramm . : - 3 3
5 ar manuals and collections have proved in ~ centuries chose to patronize provide further evidence of the desire to_,

3 P4
4
-

7

writings had a similar function. ~ et

4
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: @Nﬂccmﬁhw Owwﬂn_hnﬂwmmzﬂ &..:&. HOHNH OM m—.m&. S;HO was cer HN-@——V
b i 2 . ~
ret;

- by the d'th
Y the court at Pavia, which also hosted the young Alcuin

self Betak et ‘g . now the Vatican Reg. Lat. 1529, which was soon in use in the school 2
magne at Parma. The f i Y
. orced exile to

—— o e P e

1{6) . A

%W“MMWMMW M,MMMGMW Ma =m~ Denis) of the last Lomibapd _ana oflected very n_Ommx_NJﬂ.rm nomnmgm:m;m@ :..:Qnma of civil adminis- & g

s i ollowers—among whom we o <Q.mx : trators, and ﬂrm. attention paid to Seneca in the second half of the - i,

also 2 S, later the very learned abbot of S i pinth_century in northern Italy is also demonstrated by another [ i

v.w: of this process of reciprocal cultural exch t Jenigg manuscript that is now in the Querini Library at Brescia (B II 6). ¥ T

the diplomatic missions an, - mea. So too : his was the result of a philological operation designed to re-

WNA um._wo <¢. d. n .:cocm and lengthy journeying on meMnm tlang tablish the pristine state of m:n, text, by mﬂ@wﬂﬂmnx together two o -
rankish dignitaries such as Adalard partiofy ctions of the Letfers to Lucilius that had hitherto survived in parallel gt

and Wala, both cousins of

not to mention wmm voumahmn&. |

who was the first minister (primicerius palacs

- _.ﬁ CRIGS » g of ltaly, and, according to Alcujn. 1

up > OF P A > o >

S P 1 sa. mn.ﬁ._ﬁu S songs form part of the complex son, Louis the Pious.

. ‘misceltany-ofthe-Berlincodex iez B 66, along wi A :

: B Sogs v B mows g MMME WEQ poe - The most wide-ranging testimony we have of the strong commit-

: 5 i na. Forthise;
&.a and 5 In the arcle of these royal officials who were deeply inter-

oMnMMm M“ n:MﬁE.& issues, and hence constantly in contact with th
g. at have been preserved in M.SQ to the present, that we should

traditions. It is interesting to note that the first section of letters in the
Querini text is n_omm_wwnm_mﬂmm to the codex produced in the first third
W

emperor and abbots of Corbie,
abbot of St Riquier,

e —————

of the ninth century that is now in the Laurentian Library in Florence

(76. 40) and wwmrmnmmunx v%:.xiﬁm with the court of Charlemagne’s

" ment to the creation of a network of @%m of learning comes from [AOTLF Y

Lothar’s capitulary of Olona, issued hich lists the cities that ° u....w,
* had teaching centres i which students Could enrol. This document (Il il
‘also gave recognition to Pavia, which had invited the Irish master
Dungal as a teacher: he subsequently bequeathed his books to Bobbio g4+

i o e e a2 e

and was probably the author of the corrections in the important 4af® ,

ook for the ownership of the
large and complex eighth-century uncial manuscript now held in

’

o g7

\ ,v.\ A
e

v

.

etical Rﬁw«m_dobm others poems ) ; i
rary 4t Berne (n 363). In the .

m,«. g Paris (Lat:10318). - =™ ; TS hioe ST T oM 7
b e w7 ‘oblungus’ text of Lucretilis that is now at Leiden (Voss Lat. F. 30). prwalls |
o that ; E —— S
pproy that of the Lombard officials would have A culture at the service of power also emerges from the very /pppesvS & |

e e

00 600 been appropriate for Carolingian officers. The first w i

X 3 2 I § ere th

A eemh  officials with specific juridical competence, the._second wwwwﬁ :

i g %Mﬂﬂﬂ“ﬂ%%ﬂ%ﬁ&% — MM& emending juridical texts, and ’ 2 mdrgimal notes there is a mass of references to contemporary figures ;
MYATYE Pt i - Rw% archives. It has *ozm been acknow- { . juch as Aganon, bishop of Bergamo and Angilberga, wife of the o7 - |
20621 had been conseryed RN MMM - SNM nourished ww books that \ mperor Louis I, The traces in the margin of Servius’ scholium on :\.a 7 |
45 i L o <S4 .noﬁmn_”mm. g F&. Thus © Virgil seem to have been left by a reader who had the task of gather- ., . ..c |
v during w at was described as the &eo_gg&.w.?gds#a librorum)- ing Tifo frfarriage customs at a moment at which et |
0 My the ninth century, much of the cultural inheritance from the clas=™ Lothair I’s concubinage and his memmmm_ﬁ:wwﬂmmm&vﬁmw meant  Hura7o a
VAR RCS sical world that rmﬁ.m survived up to that time was transferred into neat that matrimonial mmmcmmsﬂmmmmwwwvﬁn&vﬁbomgg to-members of an o
i “lw « u..am clear Carolingian mQ.G %ﬁ%&ﬁ@nﬂi«ﬂﬂg the m&“&mmag_@ including NE:T»B» herself. The presence in the =@t Mm
- Ew + Em%bggeg manuscript that is-now in the Vati- codex of a song in praise of the Milanese bishop Tado also links the 2 M
i ﬂ N P . illustrates this process. The codex was scribe of the Bernese manuscript with the monastery of St Ambrose - n |
‘ ; the shmw of a group of copyists who were active at the beginning of in Milan where the Carolingian kings of Italy were buried. o 42y / -
The mid ninth-century cultural initiatives associated with Louis I/~ W

1
il

~ '!rnmmsEEnnbEQE:omnﬂma&;&wmnw%mm:Enﬁmwiiﬁnvmﬂ
N 3 i was In use. Recent studies have shown that the
B W bw manuscript underwent careful revision before being copied into what.

and Angilberga have not yet been fully studied. In this valmm
important foundations like the monastery of S. Salvatore at Brescia,




