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Introduction 

What is the topic of your thesis? 

Where do you search for (academic) resources? 

What tools do you use for reading / 
note-taking / writing? 

e.g. note-taking apps, text editors, cloud 
services, citation managers 

Do you have any information retrieval related problems or questions? 



3 

Electronic resources 101 

What’s out there 

j̶ournals & articles 

b̶ooks & chapters 

n̶ews(papers) 

v̶ideo & audio materials 

i̶mages (e.g. museum collections) 

s̶pecific materials (e.g. manuscript scans) 

d̶ata 

f̶acts 
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Scientific databases 

f̶ull texts & other media 

b̶ibliographical data / abstracts 

c̶itation databases 

f̶actographic 

s̶ubject-specific or multi-subject 

Electronic resources 101 
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Electronic resources 101 

Why 

“̶all in one” 

c̶urated and (should be) trustworthy 
p̶eer-reviewed materials 

l̶ibrary / provider curation 

b̶asic and advanced search options 

b̶rowsing (e.g. thesauri) 
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Electronic resources 101 

Where and how 

M̶U portal ezdroje.muni.cz 

D̶iscovery service discovery.muni.cz 

G̶oogle Scholar scholar.google.com 

 

d̶ifferent strategies 

t̶ips & tricks 

https://ezdroje.muni.cz/index.php?lang=en
https://discovery.muni.cz/?lang=en
https://scholar.google.com/
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Strategies 

u̶se precise keywords 
t̶opic description 

c̶ombinations 

 

s̶tart with specific resource / query 
e̶.g. relevant source you already know 

s̶tart broadly and refine later 
r̶efining queries with wildcards and booleans 

r̶efining results with database / search engine specific filtres 

b̶rowse 
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Tip 1: controlled vocabularies / thesauri 

b̶rowsing tools 

s̶elected terms for describing database content 

t̶hesaurus has hierarchy 

u̶sualy in subject-specific databases 

e̶xample: EBSCOhost web 

https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=22
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Tip 2: refining queries 

"̶" for exact phrase 
"̶art brut"  

 

*̶ asterisk ? question mark (wildcards) 
w̶om?an = woman OR women 

f̶utur* = futurism OR futuristic OR futurists OR future 
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Tip 3: booleans 

a̶rt AND society (both terms) 

a̶rt OR artists (at least one of the terms) 

a̶rt NOT digital (without the second term) 
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Tip 4: citation management tools 

o̶ne place for organizing all your citations 

d̶esktop or web apps 

f̶ree or paid 

p̶ersonal or shared libraries 

p̶lug-ins for browsers and text editors 

d̶ifferent functions: notes, file upload, tags, …  

e̶.g. Citace PRO, Zotero, Mendeley, and many more  

https://www.citace.com/
https://www.zotero.org/
https://www.mendeley.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_reference_management_software
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ezdroje.muni.cz 
 

l̶ist of everything available at MU 

u̶pdates (trials, new resources) 

g̶uides (remote access, Full Text Finder) 

https://ezdroje.muni.cz/index.php?lang=en
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discovery.muni.cz 
 

o̶ne query to most (not all) of the databases available at MU 

a̶dvanced search options and results refining 

u̶ser account to save sources, queries, create alerts, and more 

https://discovery.muni.cz/?lang=en
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scholar.google.com 
 

o̶pen and also licensed resources 
f̶or MU resources: active VPN + Settings > Library links > Masaryk 

a̶dvanced search options and filtres (less then Discovery) 

G̶oogle account to save sources, create alerts, and more 

G̶oogle Scholar Button (Chrome, Firefox, Safari) 

https://scholar.google.com/
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Tip 5: Have you tried… 

1. use Full Text Finder 

2. check List of available books and journals in Discovery 

3. contact the library 

4. search for printed version 

5. utilize Open Access 
b̶rowser plug-ins (Unpaywall, OA Button) 

6. SciHub or Libgen or not? 

mailto:https://ezdroje.muni.cz/fulltextfinder/index.php?lang=en
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/fulltextfinder/index.php
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/fulltextfinder/?lang=en
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/fulltextfinder/?lang=en
https://unpaywall.org/
https://openaccessbutton.org/
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Printed books 

Examples I | Books 
Electronic books 

L̶ibrary catalogues 
k̶atalog.muni.cz (MU libraries) 

K̶nihovny.cz (Czech libraries) 

W̶orldcat.org (world libraries) 

E̶-prezenčka (E-loans) service 

 

 

🗸  = available via Discovery 

 

D̶igital libraries 
F̶A Digital library 

C̶zech digital library 

 

E̶-books 
̶̶  ProQuest Ebook Central 

̶̶  Oxford Handbooks 

̶̶  Sage Knowledge 

P̶roject Gutenberg 

S̶tandard Ebooks 

https://katalog.muni.cz/
https://www.knihovny.cz/
https://www.worldcat.org/
mailto:https://www.worldcat.org/
mailto:https://digilib.phil.muni.cz
https://digilib.phil.muni.cz/
mailto:https://digilib.phil.muni.cz
mailto:https://digilib.phil.muni.cz
http://www.digitalniknihovna.cz/
mailto:http://www.digitalniknihovna.cz/
mailto:http://www.digitalniknihovna.cz/
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=433
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=507
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=429
https://www.gutenberg.org/
mailto:https://www.gutenberg.org
mailto:https://www.gutenberg.org
https://standardebooks.org/
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Multi-subject databases 

Examples II | Databases 

Subject-specific databases 

̶̶  JSTOR 

̶̶  Taylor & Francis 

̶̶  Science Direct 

P̶roQuest Central 

̶̶  SpringerLink 

̶̶  Wiley 

 

 

G̶ALE Literary Sources 

A̶rts & Humanities (ProQuest) 

̶̶  Oxford Music Online 

B̶eckett Digital Manuscript Project 

P̶ressReader 

A̶rtsor 
o̶nly until Dec 2021 

 

m̶ore in our Subject Guides 

https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=34
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=447
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=53
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=229
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=38
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=59
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=530
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=445
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=242
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=504
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=478
https://ezdroje.muni.cz/prehled/zdroj.php?lang=en&id=599
https://knihovna.phil.muni.cz/katalogy-a-zdroje/prehled-doporucenych-zdroju
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Examples III | Open Access 

o̶pen repositories 
C̶ORE: meta-search 

D̶OAR (Directory of OA Repositories) 

R̶e3data: data repositories 

D̶OAJ 
D̶irectory of OA Journals 

a̶rXiv 
p̶reprints 

I̶nternet Archive 
p̶ublic domain works and other content 

E̶uropeana, Google Arts & Culture 
c̶ultural herritage 

https://core.ac.uk/
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/
https://www.re3data.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://arxiv.org/
https://archive.org/
http://www.europeana.eu/
https://artsandculture.google.com/


19 

Central library in a nutshell 

r̶esearch support 
l̶essons and consultations 

a̶cademic publishing 

O̶pen Science (publications and data) 

r̶esource acquisition 
b̶oth printed and electronic 

p̶urchase suggestion form 

I̶LL (Inter-Library Loan Service) 

p̶lace for study 
i̶ndividual study places 

g̶roup study rooms 

m̶akerspace 

https://knihovna.phil.muni.cz/podpora-studia-a-vedy/lekce-a-workshopy
https://knihovna.phil.muni.cz/en/study-research-support/academic-publishing-riv
https://knihovna.phil.muni.cz/en/study-research-support/open-science
https://knihovna.phil.muni.cz/en/forms/suggestion-for-new-purchase
https://knihovna.phil.muni.cz/en/services/borrowing-renewal-and-return
https://knihovna.phil.muni.cz/en/services/borrowing-renewal-and-return
https://knihovna.phil.muni.cz/en/services/borrowing-renewal-and-return
https://knihovna.phil.muni.cz/en/spaces/quiet-study-rooms
https://knihovna.phil.muni.cz/en/spaces/group-study-rooms-for-fa-students
https://knihovna.phil.muni.cz/en/spaces/makerspace


Thank you for your time 

Mgr. Pavla Martinková 

I„ll gladly answer your questions at martinkova@phil.muni.cz 
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Contact us at knihovna@phil.muni.cz 

More information at knihovna.phil.muni.cz 

Updates on facebook.com/knihovnaffmu 

We are also on instagram.com/knihovnaffmu 

mailto:martinkova@phil.muni.cz
mailto:knihovna@phil.muni.cz
https://knihovna.phil.muni.cz/
https://www.facebook.com/knihovnaffmu
https://www.instagram.com/knihovnaffmu

