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Lincuistic Structures

A. to sy an amiouni of money

1) Dollars & (Track 167)
In the Hong Kong currency, the basic unit of money (cin 4%) is ‘mén 3L
fdollar)’. This unit is also used as a measure word, so if you want to express an
amount of money, add *‘man &L’ after the numerical value:

The use of the character #i{ (man) originate

from the tone change of the currency R ; J‘it man e B
. . . . .. . x ; i | ‘ a = L 52
denomination used in China in imperial Numerical Yalue | = 3 séznn? m”;n - ;“;

; x : : fdollar) i o -
times 3 (man), which was the chief = |4. n§ man a8 4%
denomination until the introduction of 5. sap T man =& (512
the yuan in the late 19th century. 6. jT sap jT man =F=& (822)

7. gau sdp gau man -/ (599)
8. jat baak man —HE  (5100)
9. jat cTn man =T ($1000)

4

2) Ten-cenl umits & (Track 168)
In the Hong Kong currency, a unit of money smaller than the dollar *‘man " is
‘hou zi &, which is a ten-cent unit (similar to the US “dime’). One ‘man ¥ is
equal to ten ‘hou zf £F'. In colloquial speech, the shortened form ‘hou 4" is
commaonly used. This unit is also a measure word by itself:

: hou 1. jat hou — & (tencents 10 ¢)
1—9 ! ¥ 2. |Ideng® hou @E (nwenty cents 20 ¢)
: 10-cent 3. sei hou mE (forty cents 40 ¢ )
4. ng hou HEE (fiftveents 50 ¢)
| 5. ¢at hou + & (seventy cents 70 ¢) |

;}P’




3) Doltars and ten-cent units & (Track 169)

i Using *go {8’ instead of ‘man &’

In spoken Cantonese, when an amount involves both dollars and ten-cent units,
‘gn:':- 8" is used instead of *man ¥ for dollars and ‘hou %’ may be omitted.
Also *jT =" is used for 2 ten-cent units and ‘bun %' is used for 5 ten-cent units.

i -
| go

Figure of dollar : 15
i

[MW]

Figire of ten-cent

1. baat go j&t el
2. ng sép gau go saam bol

3. jat baak ling sei go lik bel

ANAE — ($8.10)
Z+AEB=ZE ($59.30)
—BEwES ($104.60)

4, ik go bun 75 {8 F ($6.50)
5. I6eng go |T il = ($2.20)
et e

fi. Omission of *jat —* in One dollar plus Ten-cent units

It is wsual for local speakers to drop the *jat —" for the case when ten-cent units

follow a single dollar:

jat +I go :
< : 18 : Fieure of ten-ceni
fone) I [MW] |
1.j8f go jat ~E— ($L.10)
2. &t go ji AE= (8120
3. jafgosei ~{M@w (5140
4 jal go bun A% (8150
5. j@fgocat ~@M+ (35170
DR




1) $364.3
2) $984.5
3) $1204
4) $260.2
5) $65.5

6) $83.9
7) $888.8
8) $29.9
9) $2.2

10) $510.7




7 g6 daan gou gei do cin aa?
W OE OE B F & U7

{How much is this cake?)

baat s&p man jat bGng. nT go jat baak Ik sdp man.
A+ B O — - @ — B KN + #H-

(It's eighty dollars for ane pound. This ane cosis a hundred and sixty dollars.)

géi dd cin® aa?
Q: Subhject % £ & o ?
fhow much money) [Pt

\

* Note that “gél dd cin” can be shortened as “géi cin™ in colloguial speech,

This one: (See L.8) This + Noun: (SeeL.8)
1 T ]

nT : ni : |

® | Measure word R Measure word : Noun

{this) | fthis) | i
1. go 18 1.g6 {8  1.jan A (person)
2.gaa % 2.gaa ¥ | 2 baasi B (bus)

2 - = ags (woolen knit

3.gin # 3.gin # 3. l3ang sdam % # o
4. deoi % 4. deoi % 4. haai 2 (shoes)

! 1 ~




That one: (See L.8) That + Noun: (SeelL.8) & (TrackI71)

gb gb . :

i V' Measure word g V' Measure word | Noun

(that) | (that) | :

1~ F
. I

| 1. bin & | 1. z8ap zi it (magazine)
2. 27 tt | 2. ngaan sTk bat & ¥ (colour pencil)
3. zbeng & @ 3. toi H/#  (table: desk)
4. baa ie | | 4. gaau zin By  (scissors) |
4 ~—

Price for a quantity of things (1): & (Track 172)

]
Subject (hai} I ; : (Juaniity.
({&) Price
(Noun) (to be) ' (Number + Measure word)
|

! ! f

daan gou | | 1. sdam s&p man ldeng gin =+ & A# (we for $30)

% #& 2 s@p ng man jat gin +EB— (onefor §15))
W (cake) 3. baat s8p man jat bong A FB—5 (one pound for $80) |
N S —




R mber of objects ) . ]
i il:neasure word (MW) helps describe the quantity and quality (such as distinctiy

s of shape, natural kind and function) of a noun in counting. A NUmbey

re ibuti
featu gh as an attributive and must be combineg With

alone usually cannot function enou o ) . .
i he cardinal number and the noun it modifje -
a measure word inserted between t ifies,

rNumeral + Mgm + Noun/Nominal phras?’

b,

i

For example: ©CD -T47

jat' go° jan* — B A one person

jat géa’ o' — & one vehicle il
jat' gin® s3am’ — % one piece of clothingl "
jat! gaan’ féng"’ — [ B one room .|
jat! bln? syu’ —XxZ one book &
jat! zek® gau? —&n one dog. el
jat' déof® haai* ~%%  onepairofshoes |
jat! fiu* fo2 — Al one (pair of) trou;er:g.} 4
jat' zoeng' zi? — TR 4K one sheet of paper

jat' z1* bat' —tE one pen o8
jat" bii* zau? — B one glass (cup) of wine |
jat" win? faan® — B R one bowl of rice |
jat' dip® coi® — ¥ one plate of vegetabl. s

jat" gin® ho? 1ok® — HE T 44 one can of coke

jat' fan® sdam’' man* zi® —#H=X%  one sandwich

™ <O 'ty TTNT




Here are some common measure words: ¢ CD -T46

1) gc°)3 18 |for persons; round objects; abstract things, such as questions or ideas

2) géa3 2% |for vehicles;, machines, e.g. cars, airplane.

3) |gIn® % |for upper body items of clothing, e.g. shirt, coat.

4) |gaan' | for buildings: houses; rooms

5) [bUn? |A& !for books; magazines

6) |zek® |£& |for most animals; ships; one of a pair

7) |deoi® |#t |for a pair of objects, such as shoes, hands, chopsticks

8) |tiu* |#& |for streets or things that are long and narrow

9) |Z0eng' |5k |for paper; cards; objects with a flat surface, such as chairs, tables, etc.
10)|z11 A% |for objects that are cylindrical, rigid, long and thin, e.g. pens, cigarettes
1) |bTi*  |#F |literally a “cup”, for the quantity of something that a cup will hold
12)|wn? |# |literally a “bowl”, for quantity of something that a bowl will hold

13) d'l'p6 % |literally a “plate” , for quantity of something that a plate will hold

14) gﬁn3 & |literally a “can” , for quantity of something that a can will hold
15)|fan® |# |for objects in a set, such as documents, newspapers; a sandwich or a job




Price for a quantity of things (1):

& (Track 172)

optional |
Subject &h{:? | Price : Ouantity.
{Noun) fio f;e ) —— : (Number + Measure word)
daan gou | | 1. sAam sap man Ideng gin =+ &AM (mwo for $30)
T 2. sap ng man jat gin + A2 —% (onefor $15))
-, (cake) 3. baat s&p man jat bong A8 —& (one pound for $80)
B’ i —




Price for a quantity of things (2):

- optional
Quantity + Subject {(h{:;] Pri
r s rice,
L Nu. + MW {+ Noun) (1o be)

T ; A

1. jat gan coi —F %  (acany of vegetable)
2. jat daa caang —4Ti&  (a dozen of oranges)
3. jat gun hei seoi —# ;%K (acanofsoft drink) |

-
Note that the verb-to-be “ha8i" is usually 1. Sﬁp Iik méan + Ak (516)
unnecessary in a statement telling the price 2. sei sﬁp baat man W+ AL (848
of something unless the speaker wants to 3. géu man Ju (89)

emphasize the price. —




Price for a quantity of things (3):

Subject + quantity + Price







| Practice |
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Counting Things with Measure Words

b ﬁéi d; CE:‘ ﬁ;?} Try to figure out what measure words should be used for the following items and
S Dcrisamch wimes) [P count them with the given nu $1423 $540.8

saam' % fo° % Fte b SR
3 d o TR

$345.4 - $3,700,000

gREvAvARR: e %

(o EEA AEE




t « Lo express a higher degree than what is expected & (Track 173)

nt %{séu géi jat maan sdam cTn Ik baak man.

% + % — # = F+ x @ #-
(This watch costs thirteen thousand and six hundred dollars.)
zek3
&

waa, taai gwai laa.
L SR S S R

(Wow, it's too expensive. )

taai | laa.
.\'I'H'J'.{'t't'! x : Icffl’('rfl't' ] o
ftoo) : [Pt}
| |
1. Ziing Gwok L] (China) 1. dai A (big
2. Hoeng Gong -3 (Hong Kong) 2. sai ] fsmall)
3. nT go sau biu RAEF&& (this warch) 3. péng F  (cheap)
4. Can sTn sdang MELE  (Mx Chan) 4. féi B (fat)
5. Can taai A (Mrs. Chan) 5. sau L {thin)
6. caau faan k)i (fried rice) 6. hou sTk & (asty
- I 4

taai hou laal
K4 !

(1t's marvelous!)




l]. To state what one wanls when ordering iood or buying things
& (Track 174)

sfu zé, néi jiu mat j& aa?
b W i B O % %7
{Miss, what do you want?)

m gdi, ngd jiu
FoEOf %
I6eng g6 min baau.
i il 5 -

(I want two buns, please.)

th goi, jiu :
i 4F . Subject L2 Nu + MW : Things,
(please) fwani) i
| 4 I
1. jat bii —# facup of) 1. syut gou LA (ice-cream) |
2. jat baau — € (apacketof) | 2. syu pin %R (chips)
3. Ibeng tiu @ik (rwo) 3. hdeng z1u #H®  (banana)
4. jat go — 18 fone) 4, caau faan kR (fried rice)
5. jat gun —# (acanof) 5. hei seoi Ak (soft drink)
6. Wai Taa Naai #tie4y (Virasoy)

6. jat hap —& (aboxof)
-




Twtor -

Salesperson -

Turor :

Salesperson :

Turor :

Salesperson :

Tutor -

m goi, nT go daan gdu géi do cin aa?
FHOoRME E H AR 5 &£ 77

(How much is this cake please?)

baat sdp man jat bong,

A+ B O —

(It's eighty dollars for one pound.)

nT go Ideng bdng, jat baak |Uk s&p man.
B & % - &8 x + =
(This one weighs two pounds and costs 160 dollars.)

waa, taai gwai laa. jat gTn géi cin aa?
% K O M — # B & F7

{Wow, it's too expensive. How much is one piece?

jat gin sap baat man.
— # = A W

(it is eighteen dollars for one piece.)

gam, m gbi, ngd jiu Ideng gin.
o H AR B K-

(Then, | would like to have two pieces please.)

dd z& saam sap luk man. jiu m jiu hap aa?
$ M = + X B BEE & F?
(Thirty-six dollars, thank vou, Do you want a box?)

hou aak, m goi.

¥ O F K-

(Oh, yes, please.)




Food and Drink

—Xin

saam! man4 zi® ¢

e
hon3 bou2 baaul

= )

saub sil

RN -

daan® gout
Cake

Epfy 24

Jit6 gau?2 R . dungl latl
; l/ il )

Syudtiu2 =
French fries _/

MAZES
saal leot?

e

Ji3 fan2
Spaghetti




Caad caanl tengl A

1”4
o 4 'ﬁc‘v? S ty leDinen

EHE [FEZ= Wy T FEH
Daan6 taatl @ Saildolsi2 | Naai5 caa4d | Bol lo4 yau4

& - S )
b 7:.-\4_. ey . £a, Bollered Fined le B2
:_{_? o“ -.fr 1 Ceallends ,Mr- At




= =
P ‘I.“
KD ER

Caau2 faané
Fried rice

Jyu4 daan2 fan2
Fishball noodles

L T/ A
g 2" Caau2 ho2/ caau2 miné
g™ Fried flat noodles/ noodles




A. Co know how te count and ask how many & (Track 108)

® %

géi dd wai aa?
fr =% 7

(How many people?)

I6eng go jan.
EE] @ A
{Two people.)

gei dob . | aa?
Q: 4 £z Measure Word {Noun) | %7
fthis year) , | [Py
:

Numeral ! Measure Waord Nerun
1. jat — fone) || 1.g0 18 (MW for people) 1. pang jau W& (friend)
2. 15eng” & (two) |2.gaa % (MW for vehicles) 2. CE £ fear)
3.s8am = (three) | 3. g@an [&] (MW for buildings) 3. hok hdau F# (school)
4, séi W (four) |4.9Tn 1 (MW forclothing) | 4. s3am #  (clothing)
5.ng £ (fivel |5, tiu 1% (MW for things 5. fu #®  (rrousers)

with a long shape)
-

4




Zing-zing: M4 goil, ngo5 jiu3 A, B tungd C
%, HEA, BFIC
(Excuse me, | want A, B and C)

Cashier: Nei5 ge3
ANl
(Here you go)
Zing-zing: m4 goil, zoi3 gin3
W%, 35
(Thank you, goodbye)




m4 goil, maai4 daanl
MEG%, PR
Excuse me, the bill please.




. To ask and 1ell about one's fmmily members & (Track 13)

né&i Ok kéi jau mat j& jan aa?
i B & & 4w 9 A F7?
f

What ave the members in your family?)

o, 18 / W
Matlje5/ mel

ngd Ok kéi ju baa bda, maa maa,

# A b A & £ B &

(In my home, [ have father, mother,...

IGeng go go gd, tung jat go dai dai.
H @ F & B — @8 $ H-

two elder brothers and one younger brother.)

F I b |
”§5 ?ik l:,:’ j;'u (Nat + M) : Family tur;jlg (N + M) : Fumily
(My home) 7o) T : memiber (and) gty e : micniber,
i
1. jat go go gb —18FF  (one elder brather)
2, sdam go dai dai =@ & % (three younger brothers)
3. je jé At At {grandfather [father's side])
4. ngbi giing o ferandfather fmother's side])
—
1. ldeng go ze z& MIEHEHL (rwo elder sisters)
2. sei go mui mai @Esksk  (four vounger sisters)
3. maa maa i (grandmaother [father's side])
4. ngGi pé b3 (grandmother [mother's side])
_f—




t. To indicate excinsiveness: only, just & (Track 114)

ngd zing hai jau jat go mui mai z&.
£ 7 O K — 8 B o ok

{i only have one younger sister.)

1. ngd gb go 4% {my elder brother)

2. go gd ge néoi pang jAu FH WA A (elder brother's girlfriend)

3. ngd mui mai iR {my younger sister)

4. kéoi e (she)

| l
[ zing ha&i ‘ (zé.)

Subject R Predicate o o

! fanly; just) [Pt

1. jau jat go néoi pang jau #H — B4 A (have one girlfriend)

2. sTk gong Jing Man W fean speak English)
3. sap séoi + 5 (1 0-year-old)
4. ziing jT coeng go 4 &o5 90 (like singing)

—




l Aiza :

r@ Farah :

g Aiza :

Aiza -

lg Furauh @

Farah, néi Ok kéi jdu mat j& jan aa?
Farah, 1 B & #H ©w HF A %§9

(What are the members of vour family?)

ngd Gk keéi jAu baa bda, maa maa,

# E & H £ £ B B

fin my home, I have father, mother...)

jat go go go, tung Ideng go dai dai.

— @ f #F+ FE wm O F F -
(...an elder brother, and two vounger brothers.)

né&i né&? néi jAu mdu hing da&i zi mii aa?

iR ? R A A A AW tk F?

(How about vou? Do vou have any brothers and sisters?)

mdu aa, ngd hai diik neoi.
i d K B W -
(No, I am an only child / hter)

gam, né&i Ok kéi jdu gei dd go jan aa?
e B OE D A B F @B A F?

(So, how many people are there in vour family?)
ngd Uk kéi zing hai jdu sdam go jan zé.
A E & #F A = MW A 4

(There are only three people in my family, )




Ask questions

Introduce your friend

Name

Age

Nationality

How many people in their family (eg: how many brothers/sisters)
Their age




né&i heoi bTn dbu aa?
R = & B %7

{Where are you going?)

ngd héoi sai sau gaan.
:ﬁ. * fﬁ- 'f' fa] =

fl'm going to the washroom. )

g )
héoli bTn dbu aa?
Q.‘ .ﬂlﬁhtl‘l'! f fi & ’95' ?
L fgo to) (where) [P )
' . )
. heol Place.
Az Subject #* f’ﬂmmn}
{go fo) 4
Places in the school: I
1. hok haau o (school)
2. l&i tong - i tassembly hall)
3. cdu coeng #4  (playground)
4, fo sat EE felassroam)
5. gaau jyun sat 3 B ¥ (reachers'room)
6. faan tong ¥ (cafeteria)
7. sat jim sat W5 = (laboratory)
8. jam ngbk sat HHE (music room)
T onl SHEH PR 2 9, dTn ndu sat EHEE  (computer room)
'l“:llzlllill? :H 10. tou syu gin W & & ibrary)
[ T 11. siu sTk bodu R B (snack shop)







C B BECHE B R e

Teacher Cheung -

Farah .

Teacher Cheung

Farah

Teacher Cheung :

Farah -

Teacher Cheung :

aa, Farah , néi hou maa?
o » Farah+ {5 & %7
(Oh, Farah, how are you?)

gei hou. n&i n&?
B’ e R R7
{I'm quite well. How about vou?)

ngd m hai géi hou, ngd hou mong.
# O BHR OB A F
(I'm not very good, I'm very busy.)

n& mong m mong aa?

W ot F R H?

(Are you busy?)

maa maa déi |3a.
B B ok oo

(Just so-50.)

né&ilji gaalhéoi bin dbu aa?
o BE|E & K %7
(Where are you going now?)

ngd ji gda heoi sai sau gdan. baai baai.
£ ¥ * %k F M- HF K-

(I'm going 1o the washroom now. Bye-bye.)

bdai baai.
£ -
(Bye-bye.)




D. o ash and tell whal Limguage one can spealk & (Track 089)

né&i sTk gong mat j& waa aa?
f W W® b W F F?

{What language can vou speak?)

ngd sTk gong Gwong Ding Waa.
#OW 8 R £ -

(I can speak Canionese.)

sTk gbng mat j& waa aa?
Q:  Subject W O % % 9
{can speak) {what) (language/dialect) (P}
sTk gong
Az Sunhpect A Language! Dialect,

fean speak)

kéoi fE (he, she) 1. Wi JT D6u Waa & BEE (Urdy)
2. Nei Bok Ji Waa BB M TE (Nepali)
3. Taa Gaa Lik Waa  feiwikis (Tugalog)
4. Jan Nei Waa Ep B iE {Thdonesian)
5. §8i Baan NQEE Waa & F i {Spanish)

-

pou2 tungl waa2
168 A

Mandarin

zit6 hakl waa2
v
Czech

sil lok6 fat6 hakl waa2
L e

Slovak

Jingl man2
L
English

Dakl man2
(59'8

German

Faat3 man2
15

French




A Subject

sTk
W
{krow)

sik
Eﬁ.

{Fnow)

aa?

m sTk ,
uh M language; diale oF 7
{don't know) [Pt
siu siu (z&".)
b b language didlect) | (ok *)
[Pt]

fa litile)

*Z8" a modal particle meaning “only” or “just’ used to play down the extent or significance of something

=




!':. o 1ell one’s hobbies & (Track 090)

% o F?

né&i gé hing ceoi hai mat j& aa?
o B

{Whar are your hobbies?)

1

s # R

]

(My hobbies are singing and listening to music.)

ngd ge hing céoi hai coeng gb ting téng jam ngdk.

T

‘ A OBL B AR
ngd | ge hing ceoi
# o, f/ A
il fot] | thobby)

1. |8oi hang
2. tiu mdu

3. jing soeng

4. sdeng mong

5. coeng k&i
=\

| nE |
[ %

{te be; is)

-

Hobby |

tung
5} Hobby 2.
fand)

AT
e
# 48
L
g K

[S S I U

f

(travel)
fdance)

ftaking photagraphs)

fsurf on the Internet)

(sing Karaoke)
. daa bd it (play ball games)
. taan git taa &b (play guirar)
. tai hei MY (warch movies)
daa gé&i iIT#  (play video game)
. tai syu wE  (read books)

Jau4 seoi2
K

swimming

Zoub gym

ffgym
Go to the gym

Gin6 sanl

f &y
Go to the gym

Zyu?2 je5 siké
ABR
Cooking

Haang4 saanl
1T
Hiking

Caai2 daanl cel
PREEE
Cycling

Tengl jam1 ngok6

a7
Hy=E S

Listen to music




3. To express one’s likes or dislikes & (Track 091)

néi d&i zing m ziing ji H6eng Gong aa?
fr o s "B 4 F F # 7
(Do vou like Hong Kong?)

ngd zlng ji aa.
& i & F-
(Yes, [do.)

ngd m zidng ji.
i oE # &
(No, I don't.)

i, b l
o hOUIf. [I'ﬂ) ' zﬂng I Something ! Somehody.
Subject ¥/ (*5) ' i
{very / fnot)) : flike) (Noun)
f f
kéoi 1E (he she) 1. Héeng Gong F# fHong Kong)
2ol 2. ngd gé hok hdau #ME 4 (myschool)
3. L&i hdau zoeng % # &k  (Principal Lee)
4. ngi ge ting hok f{R#|E % (vour classmate)
i~
(héu); m : zlng ‘Ii To do something
e : . g.
{ MRS ( r’(vfjj/f:i 9 ! i:mj‘; (Verbal phrase)
| I
k&oi {E (he she) 1. tai syu & (read books)
an 2. daa bo T (play ball games)
3. sdeng mong L# (surfon the Interner)
4. coeng g6 "Bk (sing)




A: Nei5 zungl m4 zungl ji3 XXXX aa3?

B: Ngo5 (hou2) zungl ji3 XXXXX
OR
Ngo5 (hou2) m4 zungl ji3 XXXX

T
2.
3.
4.
5.

S e B o

|&oi hang
tiu mou

jing soeng
sbeng mong
coeng kéi

daa bd
taan git taa
tai hei
daa géi
tai syu

WAT (travel)
Bk 9% {dance)
¥4 (taking photographs)
L 8 fsurf on the Internet)

'3 K (sing Karaoke)

!
1k (play ball games)
Wi (play guitar)
B8 fwaich movies)
T8 (play video game)
i & (read books)

Jau4 seoi2
K

swimming

Zoub gym

figym
Go to the gym

Gin6 sanl

f &y
Go to the gym

Zyu? je5 siké
AHE
Cooking

Haang4 saanl
1T

Hiking

Caai2 daanl cel

BREEH
Cycling

Tengl jam1 ngok6
Jog g

Listen to music




Farah : daai gaa hou. ngd giu Farah.
X F - # = Famh-

(Hello evervone. My name is Farah.)

ngd hai Jan D6u jan.
® & B K A

(I'm Indian.)
ngd gadm nin sép sdam seoi.
# 4 % + = ®m-

(I'm thirteen years old.)

ngd sTk gong Jan D&i Waa tung JTng Man.
£ ® #H H ¥ ¥ F @ ® oX-
(1 can speak Hindi and English.)

ngd ge hing ceoi hdi coeng go tung téng jam ngdk.
i = A & H# B HK F B F # .

(M hobbies are singing and listening to music.)




