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Cantonese I
Week 6




D. To ask and tell wha Lmguage one can speak & (Track 089)

néi sTk gébng mat j& waa aa?
fr % U K T ¥F?
{What language can you speak?)

ngd sTk gébng Gwoéng Ding Waa.
# W R - T -

(I can speak Cantonese.)

sTk géng mat j& waa aa?
Q: Subject - I 1. 9 = -
fcan speak) (what) {language/dialect) [Pt]
1
sTk gong
A: Subject B Language/ Dialect.

fcan speak)

I 1

kéoi 1B (he, she) 1. W@ J7 D6u Waa & BARSE (Urdu)
2. Nei Bok JT Waa i ®3E (Nepali)
3. Taa Gaa Lik Waa #hwikiE (Tugalog)
4. Jan Nei Wéa EP B 3% findonesian)
5.

Sai Baan Ngaa Waa @3t F 3% (Spanish)

pou2 tungl waa2
o

Mandarin

zit6 hakl waa2
AT
Czech

sil lok6 fat6 hakl waa2
Y e

Slovak

Jingl man2
gL
English

Dakl man2
L

German

Faat3 man2
15

French



’ , .
sTk . msTk aa?
Q: Subject 11 ] language dialect L g4
! (know) | (don't know) [P{]
f i )
sTk siu siu (z&*.)
A:  Subject i AV (language dialect) | (% <)
L (know) (alile) | [P] |

* *z@" a modal particle meaning *only’ or ‘just’ used to play down the extent or significance of something.



5. Co tell one’s hobbies & (Track 090)

né&i gé hing céoi hai mat j& aa?
#ho# B & Hh K F?

(What are your hobbies?)

ngd gé hing céoi hdi coeng go tlng téng jam ngok.

M OB A&

1

5 & B K & #-

(My hobbies are singing and listening to music.)

i ngd ge | hing céoi ‘ hai | ting
# A AR 1% Hobbyl ' [ ' Hebby2.
L @ [pt] ‘ (hobby) | (to be; is) | (and) |
i
1. I8oi hang AT (travel)
2. tiu mbu B (dance)
3. jing soeng  ¥48 (taking photographs)
4. sbeng mong L& (surfon the Internet)
5. coeng kéi "§ K (sing Karacke)
Ty
1. dda bd iTi#  (play ball games)
2. taan git taa # &1 (play guitar)
3. tai hei B AL (warch movies)
4. daa géi iT#  (play video game)
5. tai syu L 3

(read books)
é,r"’

Jau4 seoi2
K

swimming

Zoub gym

fizgym
Go to the gym

Gin6 sanl

f Ly
Go to the gym

Zyu?2 je5 sikb
AHE
Cooking

Haang4 saanl
T
Hiking

Caai2 daanl cel
BREEEH
Cycling

Tengl jam1 ngok6

hpEe S

Listen to music



3. Co express one’s likes or dislikes & (Track 091)

n&i d&i zling m zing ji Hoeng Gong aa?
ff db & = % & £ ® 9?7
Do you like Hong Kong?)

ngd zilng ji aa.
f M £ %5

ngd m zing ji.

{No, [ don't)

4 ) I -
hou/(m)  zdngj S -
R i Something ! Somehody.
Subject +F /(7§) 1 4F : = (Noun)
fvery/ (not)) | (like)

! I

kéoi 1E (he, she) | 1. Héeng Gong F# fHong Kong)
“7 |2. ngd gé hok haau HBEHR (my school)
3. L&i hdau zoeng F#f&  (Principal Lee)
4. n&i gé tung hok 4R F % (vour classmate) |
AL ENIT L Ly .
]
(hbu)/m |  zlng ji A
o i To do something,
Subject (#)/& | W &
(very)inoy | (like) (Verbal phrase)
'k&oi 1E (he, ‘s‘.::f)r| 1. tai syu ¥ ¥ (read books)
' \ daa bd 3Tk (play ball games)

et

coeng gd  B# (sing)

# 5 4 %

sdeng mong L# (surfon the Internet) |



A: Nei5 zungl m4 zungl ji3 XXXX aa3?

B: Ngo5 (hou2) zungl ji3 XXXXX
OR
Ngo5 (hou2) m4 zungl i3 XXXX

1.

h &N

S

|&oi hang
tiu mou

jing sdeng
sdeng mong
coeng ki

daa bd
taan git taa
tai hei
daa géi
tai syu

AT (travel)

k% (dance)

¥ 48 (taking photographs)
L& (surfon the Internet)
"8 K (sing Karaoke)

I
iTi#&  (play ball games)
B (play guitar)
AL (watch movies)
iT#  (play video game)
i 2 (read books)

Jau4 seoi2
K

swimming

Zoub gym

ffgym
Go to the gym

Gin6 sanl

f Ly
Go to the gym

Zyu?2 je5 sik6
AHR
Cooking

Haang4 saanl
1T

Hiking

Caai2 daanlcel

PREEER
Cycling

Tengl jam1 ngok6
Jog g

Listen to music



Farah : d3ai gaa hou. ngd giu Farah.
* £ e £ Y Farah-
. (Hello evervone. My name is Farah.)

ngé hai Jan Dbu jan.
# % B K A
(I'm Indian.)

ngd gam nin sap sdam seoi.
£ 4 £ + = B-

(I'm thirteen years old.)

ngd sTk gong Jan D& Waa tung JTng Man.

A W W B ¥ ¥ ORF H -

(1 can speak Hindi and English.)

ngd ge hing céoi hai coeng gd tung téng jam ngdk.
£ &« £ & 4% 5 B F B ¥+ 8-

(My hobbies are singing and listening to music.)






néi go gd sTk zyu mat j& coi aa?
# F F @ £ wH EFE WF?

{What kind of cuisine can your brother cook?)

k&oi sTk zyu sai caan, zling sTk zyu Gwong Ding Coi tTm.
£ W £ & £ §F WA E R X H-

(He knows how o cook Western cuisine, and also Cantonese cuisine.)

sTk
Subject A 3% Predicate X.
fknow)
. T \ ziing | sTk m.
kéoi & (Subject A) & H Predicate ¥ | & «
- faiso) | (kmow) [Pi]

1. Jing Man 3 X (English) |
| 2. jau séoi MK (swimming) |
| 3. tiumdu kB (dancing) |
| 4. taan kam %% (playing piano) |
Liték bo Bk (plaving football) |

1. Gwong Diing Waa f £ (Cantonese) :
2. jaai daan cé BB E (cyeling

3. coeng go g8k (singing)

4. taan git taa W EEAE  (playing guitar)
i

. daa giing fi i15h X (playing Kungfu) |
—



£ ]

) O B o

Farah .

Aiza .

Farah :

Aiza :

Farah :

nT go h&i ngd baa bda. nT go h&i ngd maa maa.
EE H A €& £-%2 @ Hh H B/ B

(This is my father. This is my mother)
nT go hai ngd go go.

e ® & # ¥ -

(This is my elder brother.)

k&oi giu Aa L&i, gam nin jT sap jT seoi.
£ = S Er &4 £ =1 = K-
(His name is Ali. He is twenty two years old )

n&i go go ji gda hai bin dbu zbu j& aa?
R + ™ OE ok F K O % F?

(Where is your elder brother working now?)

k&oi hai cyu sT. ké&oi hai Héeng Gong Zau Dim zbu jé&.
£ # B H-E % F 2 B K M T
(He is a chef. He works at the Hong Kong Hotel )

nT go hai bTn go aa? Aiza
% fE % &% M@ F°?

(Who is this?)

go go hai ngd go gd ge néoi pang jiu. Farah
8 8 % &K T F M x M K-

(That is my elder brother's girlfriend.)
k&oi tung ngd go gd jat cai hai zau dim zbu jé.
E B & ¥ & — ¥ B8 5 # %

(She works together with my elder brother at the hotel.)

néi go g6 sTk zyu mat j& coi aa?
# F F B & L H k ¥7?

(What kind of cuisine can vour brother cook?)

k&oi sTk zyu sai caan,

E N % & 5

(He knows how to cook Western cuisine, ...)
zling sTk zyu Gwong Ding Coi tim.
¥ # A Hi £ k B

(...and also Cantonese cuisine.)



Lincuistic Strucrures

A. To ask ‘Do you know...?' & (Track 132)

n&i zT m zT Farah gé din waa aa?
% % &40 Faoah 8 T = F°9
(Do you know Farah's phone number?)

ngd m zT aal
g A f F ko F |
/ (No, I don't.)

Question
| & 5
ZT 1+ mal Obiect aa?
Q: Subject Jo . X J of ?
o) : Gatinen) (Noun phrase/ Question) [P1]
' néi ‘ 1. k&oi ge méng Bt % (his/her name)
o '| 2. k&oi hai bin go BB (who he/she is)
3. k&oi zju hai bin dou {E{E-k& & (where he/she lives)
4. ngd géi dd seoi KB ER  (howoldlam)
D. ngﬁ diak gal nin kdp # ik % £ (which school year I am studying)
. : R S —
Short Answer:
z7 (aal)* m zT (aal)*
Ar: Subject ko (%) | |4z Subjecy | F% | (%D
fknow) [Pt} (don't know) [Pt}

* The final particle “aa™ has the effect of softening the sentence to which it is attached, making it sound
less abrupt than it would otherwise do. (See p.52)



To like

To know (a skill, a
person

To know
(information,
news)

To go

To have

To want

To speak
To do

zungl ji3

sikl

zil

heoi3
jaus
jiu3
gong?2

Zoub

m4 zungl ji3
m4 sikl

m4 zil

m4 heoi3
Mous5 (17)
M4 jiu3
M4 gong?2
M4 zoub



Lincuistic Structures

Jl. Co ask and tell the time & (Track i41)

ji géa gei dim ziling aa?
nm E & 5% # %57

(What time is it now?)

ji gaa sei dim zing.
mE = -

f1t's four o 'clock now)

ji gaa (hai)* géi dim ziing aa?
Q: LI 2 (1%) £ n 4 of 7
(now) fto be) (what time) [Pt]
ji gaa (h&i)* ik s
- o (1) 1-12 f:ji mmc-]
mow) fto he) (1- m zing)

# Note that the verb “hai™ is unnecessary except when the speaker wants to emphasize the current time.



jat dim Ideng dim
— X ST

ng dim Uk dim baat dim
R B = B S

sap jatdim sap jT dim
+—% + =%

gau dim
L%

* Mote that “z0ng" in “~dim z0ng" is optional and for “two o'clock™, the numeral is always “|16eng”
and never “jT".

JMore specific aboul the time of the day @ (Track 142)

Informal:

zTu tau zou AT (early in the morning)
sbeng zau L #& fmarning)

aan zau 28 (afternoon) +
h&a zau TE (afternoon)

j& maan L8R (night/evening)




Formal: & (Track 143)

ling san # B (midnight at 12:00am)

sGeng ng L F  (morning)

zing ng EF (noonat 12:00pm)

zling ng ¥ (noon time) +
haa ng T 4 (afternoon)

maan séeng B8 b (night/evening)

ng jé - (midnight) |

Hour and exact miniite: & (Track 144)

12:00 sap T dim -I-’_J
:01 ling jat fan - :10 sap fan + &
:02 ling jT fan e :20 |7 sap fan =t
:03 ling sdam fan T =4 :30 saam sap fan =+ 4%
04 ling sei fan Tma 40 sei sap fan 9+ &
05 ling ng fan 5 5 :50 ng sap fan 2+
:06 ling lik fan S 11 séap jat fan G e 2
:07 ling cat fan - :24 |7 sap sei fan -
:08 ling baat fan £ A& 38 saam sap baat fan =+ A4
:09 ling gau fan Eh% :59 ng sép gau fan b o 0
s




Report the time: & (Track 145)

E'\u
&"ﬂtﬂ%ﬂﬁ % £ # F

gaan hai zing ng sép j7 dim ling sei fan.

= B £ m 5-

e time now is 4 minutes past twelve at noon.)

jin z&i gé si gaan
B £ = 5 &

(the time now)

1% Correct Time,
fto be)

ling san A B (midnight at 12:00am)
sGeng ng L+ 9 (morning)

zTng ng iE T (noon at 12:00pm)
zng ng ¥ A (noon time)

h&a ng F “F (afternoon)

' maan sboeng Bk L (night/evening)
ng jé F W (midnight)

‘ 1-12 dim g : 0-59 fan 4 |



Formal: & (Track 143)

i IEng san # B (midnight at 12:00am)
ZTu tau zou #MEAF (early in the morning) I sbeng ng Lt F (morning)
sbeng zau L+ & (morning) ITHQ I"tf] EF (noonat 12:00pm)
aan zau 2 ¥  (afternoon) zing ng ¥ 4 (noon time)
haa zau TE {afternoon) haa nQ TF 4 (afternoon)
j& maan ek (night/evening) maan sdéeng B L (night/evening)
ng jé F . (midnight)
~__"__-_I

Zou?2 caanl HAR Breakfast
%«5 I Zungl ng5faan6  H4-AR Lunch
Toleat Haab ng5 caad T4 Afternoon tea

Maan5 faan6 i 8k Dinner



B. Co tell the time in 5-minule unil & (Track 146)

ji gaa daap géi aa?
mo¥E % ANT

{What time of the hour is it?)

ji gaa daap jT.
m ¥ #HF =-
{It's 10 minutes past non

( jigaa | (hai) daap géi aa? |
0: ® £ (&) rOR o ?
{now) fto be) (what time of the hour) [Pi] )
s T .
ji gaa (hai) daap s
N .,
A: @ F | (#) % . }ff’ff-r
(now) (to be) (touch on S-minute unit of the hour) : /

di—':ap jét daap jl daap séam daap séi daap ng dﬁap bL'm
¥ R

déap cﬁt déap baat d&ap gau déap sép déap sépjat d’:’:ap zmg
e

T A
pab i | (dEap)® 6 - —-bun
7 xE L %) cét dim bun
! —11




L. To express the need or obligation to do something with *jiu’
& (Track 147)

deoi m zyu, ngd jéu si.
$ B HER K F
ngd jiu zau laa.
£ & £ H-
{Sorry, I've got something to do.
I have 1o leave.)

jiu
Snbfﬂ-r £ Verb/! Verbal phirase.
freed to/have o)

{ | 1

. heoi sai sau gaan +£®&FM  (goto washroom)

ngd #% 1
- ' 2. sdeng tong X (go to class)
3. faan hok iR & fgo to school)
4. faan gilng RT (go to work)
5. faan Ok kéi ER 4 (go back home)
' 6. tai jT sang R4 (see a doctor)
7. hok kam L33 {learn piano)
. maai j hoppil |
8. maai jé H T (do shopping) p—
m sai
Subject ok b Verb! Verbal phrase.,
{no need to/unnecessary)

né&i d&i sai m sai héoi ci sé aa?
#fr o9 & F & £ WA F?
(Do you need to go to toilet?)

ngd m sai.
£ 5 (B
(No, I don't need to.)

ngd jiu aa!

# £ ¥
{Yes. I have to.)




n&i heoi Wong Gok zdu mat j& aa?
W = B A M t T H?

(What are you going to Mong Kok for?)

ngd heoi Wong Gok bdu z&ap.
£ +

(I'm going to Mong Kok for extra tutarials.)

= & W 3

o & N, I L]
heoi/lei/faan | z6u mat j& aa?
Q: Subject */%/%8 | Place M o % o ?
! (go/come/return) | {do what) [Pt] 3
F I "y
héoi/léi/faan . . _
PTHE Y &/ g/ | oo Verbh l;:hm’ phrase.
L (go/come/ refurn) : (Erpoe )

e Noo s won

.faan tong #&¥ (cafeteria)

. fo sat ®E  (classroom)

.dTn ndu sat TE T (computer room)

. tou syu gun @ & & (library) |
. hok haau 24 (schooel)

. ¢l 80 B AT (toilet) .
. ging sT 28 (department store) |
. Ok kéi B (home)

T E

.{Qﬁ ﬁ-_ |

. 8Tk faan R (eat meal)

.dik syu K E (study) |
. s0eng moéng L& (surfon internet)
zé syu £ E (borrow book)
.waan syu BE (rerurn book)
sai sau wF (wash hands)
. maai jé W2 (do shopping)

fan gaau  ®I® (sleep)
) ! >



t:. Co tell what time an evenl happens @ (Track 149)

n&i géi dim héoi béu z&ap aa?
#h & B = #H B %7

(What time will you go for extra tutorials?)

ngd ng dim héoi béu z&ap.
# = X + M 8-

(I will go for extra tutorials at five o'clock.)

p
: gé' dim Verb/ Verbal phrase aa?
Q: Subject # 5 dctivi o ¢
’ (what time) {Activity) [Py
iy N
Verh /! Verbal phrase.
A:  Sublect Clock Time T R
{Activity)
h F
T -

:ngtﬁf‘:‘i
-, .

. cat dim + X (7:00) . héi san # & (wake up)
. baat dim NS5 (8:00) | |2. faan hok &% (go to school)
. baat dim bun AZ¥ (830 | | 3. sdeng tong L#¥ (attend class)

1
2
3
. jat dim sdam —E= (I:15) 4. sTk faan R (eat meal)
5
6

W M =

(4]

. sdam dim baat =g (3:40) . fong hgk %% (finish school)
sip dim bun  + 2% (10:30) .fan gaau B (sleep)

i



J « Lo express doing something first/in advance @ (Track 150)

ngd zau sTn laa. baai baai.
8 &£ &£ W B #Ho
(T leave first. Bye-bye.)

tTng jat gin.
A B R-

{See you tamorrow. )

sTn.
Subject Verb! Verbal phrase * =
(first/in advance)

h&au zoeng # &

1. 1. haang iT (walk)

2. hok sdang %4 2. heoi + (go)

3. 16u sT £ 3. gbng £ (speak)

4. kéoi déi {E i, 4. sTk faan iR thave a meal)
5. ngd dé&i ET 5. sai sau #*F  (wash hands)

6. néi d&i Rt 6. zbu ging fo #L3HIE  (do homework)
b ~



Farah :

Ying Ying :

Farah :

Ying Ying :

Farah :

Ying Ying :

Farah .

Ying Ying :

Farah :

Ying Ying :

ai jaa, ji gaa gei dim ziing aa?
Aokl K & % 4 F7

(Oh, what time is it now?)

jl gaa caa m do séi dim bun laa.
M £ £ F F m X F #-

(1t is almost half past four now,)

déoi m zyu, ngd jau sT. ngd jiu zau laa.
# % &R A F-H & K

(Sorry, I've got something to do. 1T have (o go now.)

n&i jAu mat j& sT aa?
% A o HE F?
{What do you have to do?)

ngd ng dim zing jiu heoi Wong Gok.
& =2 B 4 & £ B f-
{l have te go to Mong Kok at five o'clock.)

néi heoi Wong Gok z6u mat jé aa?
i * HE A # 4 % |7
(What do you go to Mong Kok for?)

ngd jiu héoi Wong Gok bou zaap.
# ® £ @wm A W ¥ -
{1 have to go fo Mong Kok for extra tutorials.)
ngd zau sin laa.

B £ & H-
{1 leave first.)

gam, néizau sin laa. ngd jiu heoi sai sau gaan sin.
% %K & & ke & F X F M &-

(Well then, vou leave first. [ need to go to the washroom first,)

baai baai. ting jat gin.
¥ o+ R BH N-
{Bye-bye. See vou tomorrow.)

ting jat gin.
£ 8 R-

{See you tomorrow.)



nmy is pmcticmg Cantones?‘\%*%ﬁ_

1

S;l;:@ng Qlony, nhé »ge




$ A. Listen to the recording and mark the time on the blank clock. @ (Track 263)




B. Translate the following sentences into Cantonese.

1) What time is 1t?

2) 1go to school at 8:00 in the morning,.

3) She has to go to washroom.

4) We go to school for a tutorial section.

5) Do you need to go to school tomorrow?

6) I've got something to do. I have to go first.




D. Answer the following questions according to your own situation.

1) ©: né&i gam jat gei dim hei san aa?
A:
2) ©: n&i gam jat géi dim sTk aan zau faan aa?

A:
3) Q: né&i gam jat gei dim fong hok aa?
A:




JL Co ask and 1ell where one lives & (Track 099)

né&i zyu hai bTn dbu aa?
% & b & K F°?
(Where do vou live?)

ngd zyu hai Gau Llng.
# & % A M

{1 live in Kowloon._)

i .
zju hai . bin déu aa?
Q:  Subject 1 & : # A o 7
: | (live) (at; in; on) | (where) P |
-~
zyu hai :
A: Subject e *f# : Place,
| (live) fat; in; on) )

1 I

k&oi 1E (ke she) 1. Héeng Gong Dou ## & (Hong Kong Island)
- 2. San Gaai #MA® (New Territories)

3. léi dou BE®  (outer islands)
i —



ngd zyu hai Hung Ham.
£ F 4 -
fl live in Hung Hom.)

ngd déu zyu hai Hing Ham.
$ ¥ &£ Bk &£ -
(I also live in Hung Hom.)

Same Predicate:
ddu
Subject X Predicate A Subject ¥ 1 Predicate A
falso; too)
T A T 4
1. ngd ® | 1. k&oi 6
2. Farah Farah 2. Rahul Rahul
3. 16u sT EA ' 3. h6k sdang #4%
4. hdau zoeng # & 4. 16U sT e
[ i .
“'E kéoi & "‘5 ngod i)
1. h&i hok saang. ®Pt - (be a student)
2. h&i Jan D6u Jan. HEPE A« (be an Indian)
3. heoi fo sat. +RE - (go to classroom)
4. hou mong. e - (be very busy)
5. sTk géng JTng Man. ##3K X - (can speak English)
Same Subject:
ddu
Subject A Predicate X Subject A & Predicate ¥
falso; too)

e.g. kéoi sTk gong Jing Man. ké&oi ddu sTk gong Gwong Ding Waa.

£ W % X x- £ #H W F . SO - o
(He/She can speak English. He/She can also speak Cantonese.)




L. Lo ask and tell whal Kind of iransporialion one lakes & (Track 101)

né&i déi daap mat j& cé aa?
R % B % EF?
{What kind of transport are you going to take?)

ngd daap siu baa.
- RE Sl A e

(I am going to take minibus.)

ngd haang lbu.
# T %-

néi 1

r Y
daap/ (c®) mat j& : cé aa?
Q:  Subject # /() L . o ?
L (ride) (what kind of) | {car) [Pt} )
daap/ (cd)
A: Subject #® /() Means of transportation.
L (ride) {
AT TR VAL &
| ngd #£ ‘ 1. dé&i tit Kbl (underground railway)
i 2. sfu baa NE (minibus)
3. dik si o+ {taxi)
4. dTn cé TH (tram)
5. dTn daan cé TEE  (motor cycle)
6. fo cé k& (train) |
7. 87 gaa cé #FE  (private car)
| 8. fei gei ] (airplane)
| 9. daan c& $E  (hicycle)
10. syun A (ferry)
(11 laam cé #e (eable car)
12. sAan déng |dam c& LTAM & (peak tram) >



l]. To suggest doing something logether & (Track 102)

ngd daap baa sf.
f #H & *-

(I am going to take the bus.)

ngd ddu daap baa sf, jat cai haang laal
ff#i £ B © +— 8 4 )

(I am going o fake the bus too, let'’s go together!)

Sublect jat cai EED
e o — Verb/! Verbal Phrase o |
(plural) | (together) [Pt}

T I

ngd déi ik 1. faan hék % (go to school)
e 2. faan Ok kéi BB 42 (zo home)

3. sTk faan B (have a meal)
4. daap cé e (take the transportation)
5. heoi * (go)
6. ziyu b 3 flive)
7. zau #* fleave)
8. z8u giling fo #h3R (do homework)
9. wan zaap b frevise)
10. waan It fplay; have fun)

»



Aiza

Farah :

Aiza .

Farah :

Aiza -

Farah .

Aiza .

Farah :

Aiza :

Farah, néi heoi bin aa?
Farah ¥ + &% °F °?

(Where are vou going, Farah?)

ngd ji gaa faan Ok kéi laa.
f ™ K E B & H-

(I am going home now.)

néi zyu hai bTn dbu aa?
fF & % X &K 57
(Where do you live?)

ngd zyu hai Hung Ham.

M R A -
(Il live in Hung Hom.)

ngd déu zyu hai Hung Ham wo.
f N £ R & W o

(I live in Hung Hom too.)

gam, n&i daap mat j& c& aa?
% o R B 4w % R F?

(So, what transportation are you going fo take?)
ngd daap s&oi déu bda si, néi n&?

2, # gk 3 =2+ %7
(Il am going to take the tunnel bus. How about you?)
ngd ddu hai aa. jat cai haang laa!

2 B9 — % i i
(Me too. Let's go/vwull together!)

hou aak.

¥ -
(Okay.)



