: S A [p. 257]
sovereignty, it validates the sovereignty of orthodoxy and wit LIFE WITH ENCOMIUM OF THE BLESSED AND HoLY

claim to sainthood.
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noble and divine couple who gave birth to the blessed Theodora in both body
,.gu.\.._uwﬂﬁ When they saw people endangered because of their piety—some
lacking the necessities <<of life>, others worn out by the multitude of their
sufferings, others still gasping for breath like those who are harried and terri-
8.” by their opponents in the arena— they opened up the storerooms of their
heart and, becoming all things to all men,*” some they skillfully anointed for
the contests in the arena, while they tended to the wounds of others and filled
the bellies of yet other unfortunates with the necessities <of life>. And as for
i Eo.wa..syo lost their cities and homelands against their will, one home willingly
00 .”......ﬁmE. {0 and welcomed complete strangers like members of the family.
This is how some people, after receiving a helping hand, survived the persecu-
x.sn,.?...észn others not only found new courage 1o face their persecutors but
W .Hmo....m.sm@:da piety in the rest. This was the first triumph of the religious devo-
tion of the blessed Theodora’s parents; this is the very first of the famous

© stories about them.
3. And so, having obtained both her birth and her education from these
righteous and thrice-blessed <parents>, the holy and blessed Theodora was
.a.m.._o.ﬁ._.mﬁ up [p. 259] in all piety and admonition of the Lord*® But when she
. , i ks e reached marriageable age, her parents began to consider when and to whom
wﬂvmwmmm .H,_HMMMM HM% WM_U_HMMMJHHmwmmwwm_MMMMﬁmﬂoﬂwmﬂ%ﬂ.ﬂ__w placed in :o\.m.._mocﬁ be given in marriage since she was much sought after because of
gions were torn by civil strife, monast . . .a 1584 W a....umﬁﬁﬁ beauty. In fact, she was so <heautiful> that she was fit even for
: : : , monasteries were deserted, people took to : marriage to an emperor. <And so> Theophilos, the emperor of the Romans
hills, Em: family property confiscated by the state. This is how far the heres { that time, sent couriers o bring her to the Queen of Cities. And not just
of the iconoclasts went. Some people were intimidated by <this o:ﬁ.mﬁm va.o.aoa.w MUE many other <girls> who were noted at that .sam for their
feac:eud looksd to:play it sate-on tho,guisstion of 415lr Ho:mmonm.wmﬂwn while Q.Em& m.och and figures were also summoned to the palace for inspection
others were mmEm.Q,oQ to harassment by members of their own wmsﬁmmm or Th  emperor lined them all up to inspect and judge their beauty. Then z..m.
MFNMMmMWMHMMMHMnMM%MMW rwwmwmmwm: En_m.aoé: relatives away mnn_ .H.n.? BRI mperor Theophilos, after evaluating them in this way and picking out seven
R ¢ P v o nwﬁ obey ﬁ_:w Evoz.m_.nnﬁmo w& fthe girls, gave each of them an apple and sent them off to their rooms. The
in the face of such cruel and inhuman behavior, what did they do, that truly- uﬂn day the emperor had them brought back for an audience and, to test
i heir virtue, asked each one of them for the imperial apples but they were

% Paphlagonia was a theme or province located on the southern coast oﬂ%.a Black i nowhere to be found. What a disgr ace! Such a disaster! At that moment by

Sea in north-central Asia Minor. According to TheephCont 89.15-22, Theodora ;
from a town called Ebissa and her father Marinos was an army officer, n:wﬂ. a droun-
garios ot a fourmarches. e

queen, was Paphlagonia® that provides the Queen of Cities with the necess
ties <of life=> and all the other parts of the world with its.own m.._u.momm b u
bestowing useful items of various kinds upon various Aﬂnm.mobmv. ..
ents, the most blessed Marinos and Theoktiste, m%mnamm...m mwn.&. indeed ¢

less, amount of effort in their pursuit of mooanmmm. and .n.aaow.. ..zﬁwn re
tales of their goodness and great was their zeal on behalf of ﬁww..nu‘.wﬁ_.
this multitude I shall give only a few brief examples. There was a great perse-
cution® and the champions were not ignoble nor was the contest over t
issues or for small prizes but rather about the kingdom of &mm.ﬁm and the
good things that last forever. To be sure, the stadium [p. .Nm.mwws.m_«vm rack.

streamed with blood from the contest, but it was piety that was at ak - angd =

gious issue involved nothing less than the destruction of images and t : w@;
_zos of icons. These were not <images> of the kind whose ammﬂanno?mgi. is
in no great peril or even little harm; on the contrary, they were the <imag;

whose installation was a mark of pious zeal and whose m_w.o:zmm.ﬁw _.m_\.,o;
form of tyranny. As a result, church thought was waﬁézmav_.uoow.w were

1 Cor. 9:22.
2 Thi he second : : . ! e Eph. 6:4.
s was the second phase of iconoclastic persecution, which began in 815 s g
S Theophilos had been n_.yﬁsﬁna co-emperor with his father in the spring of 821 at
the age of eight and succeeded as sole ruler upon his father’s death on 2 October 829.
~ See Treadgold, “Chronological Accuracy,” 167.

2% Regel’s reading “by” (imd) is accepted here instead of _Smﬂwovocwow “beg AL
of” (repi). . :
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the will of God the blessed Theodora, who was ﬂm:&ﬁm&mrﬁn._% <0 : e Lord our God. And when I learned of a 0.9.85 holy n.,::uu who was
six like a rose among thorns, cupped her hands .:wm.m.._:..._s@h ave th " nclosed in the tower at Nikomedeia—after all, his lofty and virtuous way of

was famous everywhere—when I drew near the place, I went up to him,
star shone upon me as of old on the Magi in Bethlehem® making <me>
...cn:w to pay homage to him there. [p. 260] That holy and thrice-blessed
man o.owom at me and said, “Be of good courage, my daughter, and do not be
upset by the tribulations you have suffered on your journey; for an angel of
..a\m_.oQ of the Lord is crowning you empress of the Christians and the hand
“the Lord is upon® your head. Take the apple that I give you in addition to
e sm you are going to receive from the emperor’s hand. Then, after the
girls> who say mean things about you have been driven out of the palace
00rs in tears, give them <both> to the emperor. <In this way>, clad in
bswv_m you will be seated above all women on the imperial throne in a golden-
roofed chamber”* The emperor Theophilos then took the two apples from
wm..._.um.sa.% Theodora who is held in everlasting remembrance and, in full
3 .. f the senate, gave her a gold ring to mark the imperial betrothal, Imme-
diately after this, the ladies-in-waiting of the empress Euphrosyne, the emper-
r ‘mother,” whose lives were a model of propriety, took her <into their

Theophilos a second apple in-addition to the imp ial ong
conducted a careful inquiry into this miraculous developme
learn the truth. One could not help but notice. .mrm..aonmanbno in
coming as it did from a pure heart, when she spoke of her succe
ning> the imperial crown. “The first apple, my lord, the t
me by God, I give back to you undamaged and intact
chastity, The second one is like the denarius and <represents> th
bear for you: do not refuse it.”3' But the emperor and his courtiers

in their effort to know the truth. “Where did you mmH.HEm._ﬁBﬁm C
is the source of this mysterious revelation?”* To the mSuwBH he rep
lord, the whole way here I was continually subjected to ..nﬁmbm rems
brazen tongues. I was terribly upset, but endured it with never a word

one. Instead, I steeled my soul with tears that welled up within.me a

*®In a different but essentially parallel version of the episode recount
sources known collectively as Symeon the Logothete (Leo Gramm, 21
624-25, and George Mon. Cont. 790), there is only m.wmamym....mo_awu»mwﬁ
George add the anachronistic detail that the contest was held E...En.Hn&.
Pearl. In this variant, the center stage is held not by Theodora but by Kas ho,
the course of a verbal exchange likewise based on biblical allusions (to m<.. and .KW»
s0 humiliates Theophilos with her witty retort that he immediat ly procee ch
Theodora in her place. Unlike our Life where the bride show serves fo glorify Th
dora, the object of the chroniclers is to denigrate or blame Theophilos b
woman get the better of him. Kassia, who subsequently became a .H.Eu. and po
renown, is used because her name is casily recognizable. For an exhaustiv
the literature on this question with a similarly skeptical conclusion, seg
Studien zu der Person, den Werken, und dem Nachleben der Dichterin Kass
1967), 5-19. For an English translation of Kassia’s poetry, see Kassia: T,
Woman, and Her Work, trans. and ed. A. Tripolitis (New York, 1992).

5 The saint Theodora visited was the Isaiah mentioned by the De Theophili impera-
oris absolutione (ed, Regel, Analecta, 25), as living in the tower of St. Diomedes in
komedeia. Our Life specifies that he was “éykexieropévoc,” that is, an mxiﬁ.&&. or
cluded monk. Isaiah is alleged to have subsequently played a role in the restoration
Ort 10doxy. See also Janin, Eglises Centres, 89, and n. 77 below. A similar Bm;:, of a
{ uw.m.. .aqmi visiting a holy man en route to Constantinople for a bride show is found

the vita of Irene of Chrysobalanton; cf, v. Iren. Chrysobalant. 8-10.

* Mt, 2:1-12.

3 Acts 13:11.

x.dﬁ “golden-roofed chamber” or Chrysotriklinos was the throne room of the

reat Palace located in the southeastern part of Constantinople. Theophilos is famous

.E.H,._..:nammoo_,masm: this room with mechanical birds and lions made of gold, E.:n:
uumwn.& to sing and roar when their movements were coordinated with the playing of

sharply criticized for burying it in the ground instead of lending it out:at int . Wo massive organs, also made of gold. See Treadgold, Byz. Revival, 283-85.

denarius, or “penny” of the King James Version, figures in ﬁw.m..._..uw_mon..ou.ﬂmﬁ.zo 5 ¥ Euphrosyne was actually Theophilos’ stepmother; his real mother was Thekla,

Mt. 22:15-22, Mk. 12:13~17, and Lk. 20:20-26, which concludes with the famou ; ‘father’s first wife. After her death, Michael 11 married~Euphrosyne, a daughter of

“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things ....EE_ are God? . - Constantine VI and Maria who, like Theodora, is also said to have become empress by

Here again the allusion is of questionable taste since it emphasizes the great gulf'th means of a bride show. In order to marry, Euphrosyne first had to be released from her

exists between the emperor and God, . ot convent on the island of Prinkipo near Constantinople where she had been living as a

* Cf. Rom. 16:25. n.«...,.:r.se,.ao?nﬁ Sce Bury, Eastern Roman Empire, 80 and 111,

* Theodora alludes first to the parable of the talents found ‘in Mt, 2!
choice is not particularly apt since the servant who received the single
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ME&V and attended her with decency, decorum, and the: Hmmﬁmoﬁ.. wm S : m....w.\fa so the emperor Theophilos, once he began to wield imperial
ue. Twenty-two days later, the aforementioned Theodora was er W _ Eﬁ,.._”.oow up in turn the unlawful, wicked, cruel, and soul-destroying heresy
with the emperor Theophilos by Antony the falsely named and accursed p

E triply damned and insane Kopronymos*? [p. 261] and his beastly and

Mhooroﬂmv 4 Furthermore, once he took up this <heresy=, he proved
ery bit their equal in sheer wickedness and tyrannical behavior. For,
a display of evil-mindedness and mental derangement, the fool ._.nwéma this
; sy> and, imitating the madness of the previous empty-headed and mur-
i Um.ﬁrsn‘é Large numbersiof clergy 2nd governient oEomm“foE . a%Mww.woono&mmGw a moM: of insanity with awoﬁm mﬁﬁoEme_um_nw to the perni-
plauding and congratulating the imperial couple on their coronation. ta vﬂmo:m:w _mw.u.zg._wa a relentless persecution
her generosity, the m_ﬁuqmmw gave fifteen pounds of moa to. HWm BE . ‘mw‘m% ww orcaor 2. G a.t He had as Em adviser, non?am_.&m, T

in the palace, felt a desire to be relieved of her many cares and Worr
longed for the untroubled and contemplative way of life. @ma:%s_uu e
choice and not under any compulsion, she left the palace voluntarily
her own free will and entered the Gastria monastery,” .

nt is .EE the Gastria convent was reportedly founded by Theodora’s mother Theo-
ste (TheophCont 90.2-4), thus making it, in the eyes of some scholars, a highly un-
._w."n_nmm:mmoz for the empress’ mother-in-law. Whatever the truth may be, it is undis-
ted that Theodora and her family enjoyed a special relationship with the Gastria

* The term “chief conspirator” (patpidpyng) contains & pun on Em.EQ
arch,” which literally means chief father in the sense of head of a family.
hagiographer also puns on the name of Antony (Avtdwviog), om__Em E Ay mvIog
*fit to be hanged.”

* Antony I Kassymatas was instrumental in laying the theological

cwwsam Thekla, Anastasia, and Pulcheria. See Const. Porph., De cer. 1:647-48 (bk.
2), and Grierson, “Tombs and Obits,” 27, n. 85. The Gastria convent was located in
he southwestern part of Constantinople, on the site of the Sancaktar mosque. For
irther discussion and bibliography, see Janin, Eglises CP, 67-68, Markopoulos, “Theo-

stantinople by Michael IT in 821 and died sometime before 21 April mmw,..
succeeded in office by John VII Grammatikos. On the date of John's .macaww_o
patriarchate, see Treadgold, “Chronological Accuracy,” 178-79.

! O: Constantine V Kopronymos (741-775), see General Introduction, x-xi.
4 The literal meaning of this phrase is “those who both bore the name of and acted
ike beasts”” It is no doubt an allusion to the iconoclast emperors Leo I1I and Leo V,
105¢ Name means “lion”; cf. n. 185 to the Life of David, Symeon, and George, above.
+ Manes was the founder of Manicheanism, a dualist heresy that originated in Persia
uring the 3d century a.p. The persecution of Theophilos began in late 832—early 833,
s On John VII Grammatikos, patriarch of Constantinople from 838 to 843, see n.
was .&n :.ma:_oum_ site of imper EH weddin, d ti J; g Lithe Life of David, Symeon, and George, above,
ings and ¢ : ] i
473-74. w RREORS mmm mE.P ¢ Apollonios of Tyana was a pagan wonder-worker and Neopythagorean philosopher
2 Burrosvis 1o dhesaibeeinak : e ‘the Ist century a.D. whose travels and adventures are chronicled in a biography written
éyﬂwﬁnmra WO_EHSH,: P wNn _Hﬂ anE.d.BQ of:$30 0y ,Em_am & moﬂo...aovﬂ Philostratos. Apollonios’ ability to perform miracles, espedially healing, invited com-
y went to the Gastria monastery as indicated by ouriLife, rison E:: Christ and he eventually came to be regarded in the Christian tradition as

40 Since ﬂ&ou_:_om had already been crowned emperor by his wm:pﬁ, in 821
onoEEzm of Theophilos and Theodora must _ﬂﬂ. to the Emgmma...nnmg_
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wickedness and perform divination from dishes 9., water.* _qu.ounm.Qn wre

to scuttle the ship of the church of God. It was this crafty mxnaﬂ .N.Em
Eoum:ocm :wm and every act hateful to God who SsmE .voow s

ever; on the contrary, their writings and rejoinders were o:o.uw..ws_ of g
ish, thoroughly fictitious nonsense* and irrelevant quibbling. Da g
stuff> like bait on a hook the sorry wretches hauled in the mHEEm
ma:omﬂma folk; in fact, their throat was an open .wmhi%mw mna E.Ho@ h

-6. In those days there shone forth remarkable, God-fearing men who !
ere filled with divine zeal and wisdom. Among them were loannikios, the
reat standard-bearer,*' a marvelous and thrice-blessed man, who was found ¢
orthy to receive from God the great and truly remarkable gift of seeing and
_.&bm the future through the illumination of the all-holy and lifegiving
‘Spirit and when asked often foretold what was to be. There were as well Ni-
ephoros,” the sanctified patriarch honored by God: Theodore,* the famous
perior of the Stoudios monastery; Methodios,* the thrice-blessed and di-
vine confessor and fervent supporter of the orthodox faith; Michael,** the

while the enemies of truth were thus m:mmmma in this nnmmﬁs?cqcm c
moccn_ the ésﬁ.mzm and holy oonmaammzon of the ozwoaox .m.m '

as to presume to undermine the principles <of our faith> laid .”mmﬁ_n
most &oncmzﬂ a_Snn_w instructed, and Q??an ro@ >wommmm mna.ﬁw

Huo.n”:_m vita of loannikios, see above, 243-351. The word semeiophoros, here trans-

ed as “standard-bearer,” may also mean “thaumaturge” or miracle-worker. See »

oannic. a Petr. 4014, 403c, and 4098, and v Perr. A, chaps. 59.11 and 85.29.

.Huow..:a vita of the patriarch Nikephoros I, see above, 25-142.

Theodore (759-826), the hegoumenos or superior of the famous Stoudios monas-

ry in Constantinople, led the monastic opposition to iconoclasm.

. . % On Methodios 1, patriarch of Constantinople from 4 March 843 until his death
:_ This allusion to the practice of lekanomanteia combines the twin insults : n 14 June 847, see sm.» 285 and 289 in the Life of David, Symeon, and George

ganism and sorcery. John is elsewhere alleged to have engaged in this (and other for : iR ; -2 : : s

of) black magic; see, for example, Georg. Mon. 2:798.22: Duffy-Parker, . :
g ’ y-Parker, Syneqleq 5 Michael was the synkellos, or adjutant, first of the patriarch of Jerusalem and later

‘Methodios I. Sent to Constantinople on a diplomatic mission around 815, he was
rsecuted along with Theodore and Theophanes, fellow monks from the Lavra or
Qnmwﬁ@ of St. Sabas outside of Jerusalem, during the reigns of _uozf_ Leo V and
Theophilos. In 836, Theodore and Theophanes suffered the additional indignity of hav-
g their foreheads tattooed with scurrilous verses, thus earning them the nickname
Graptoi.” See the vira of David, Symeon, and George, above, Chap. 23, for a descrip-
tion of this event.

as he makes his way to curse the Israelites at the behest of the Moabite _.m_.sm....wmumw
Rev. 2:14 he is held up as a prototype of the false teacher for inducing th HwEn_g eat
sacrificial meat and commit fornication; cf. also 2 Pet. 2:15 and Jude 1

York, 1973), 72.66, 85.3 and 9, 86.44. Accusations of sorcery were often mad : agd
highly educated individuals in both the Byzantine East and Latin Qmwr. man Len
Byz, Humanism, 154 and n. 106,

“ Regel’s correction (wevlemunAdotov eixatopubiog) is read here.
* Ps. 5:9; cf. Ps. 68 (69):23.
0 Mt. 5:18.

reat confessor and equal of the angels; the admirable and sanctified confessor i

X



370 SECOND PERIOD OF ICONOCLASM : ST. THEODORA THE EMPRESS 371

his ._S_.bm_mna I mean Amorion.® Finding the city well secured by Emmmzmd
fortifications and defended by eight generals along with their elite units m:a_
Hamc_&, infantry forces, they captured it in the month of August after a mmmms-.
amw siege and took everyone prisoner. A vast multitude of Christians was exe-|
cuted while a second multitude of prisoners of war, including the holy and
.muonocm forty-two new martyrs for Christ,”? was transported to Syria. Simi-
larly, multitudes of their ships came out and laid waste to the islands of the
Cyclades and took over Crete and Sicily.*” Constantinople suffered intensely
from the cold and the lengthy and very hard winter,® It was indeed a long
winter, extremely brutal and harsh, and there was a terrible famine; no rain
fell, flames appeared in the sky, atmospheric conditions were unhealthy, and
Em weather was unpredictable. On top of all this, there was a succession of
horrible earthquakes that provided tangible proof of the emperor’s great, in-

Theophanes,*® <founder> of the Megas Agros Eonmwﬁog .:ﬂo. .c.p...oﬁ.
dore and Theophanes whose foreheads were E:oo“wa,m_wum Emnw.
champions of virtue and the orthodox faith, All om.ﬁrmmmé@nq_”

provided a healing remedy for the evil temper of the times. ’ _
most pious lady Theodora, on the one hand, secretly wonoaa.ﬁ%m rtho

e e

and received them graciously, while on the other she despised ¢

gmpty-headed iconoclasts who were despised by God. She was deg

bled and worried [p. 263] and felt sick at heart over her mcgmﬁcmm

m, [ s u S ! . ’ e B . ) : : .
MMH_,M%MH _.Em_um:a RAngEY w:a irascible disposition, w_m.moc_ moods; his. deed unlimited, depravity and heresy. For the emperor drifted into such great
P Z_H.w Hratices of stmE.de_ the vehemence of his anger, { e ostility toward God® and mindless folly that he surpassed even the thrice-
ness of his voice, how very ferocious he looked when little by little h SCIeweC accursed Kopronymos and his beastly <cohorts>® in the wickedness that is

ated by God.
8. And so the wicked sinner Theophilos, after acting and behaving like

this for the twelve years and three months that he reigned, [p. 264] came down

his face up into a knot. Sg, in terror of him, she :n._n._unm. gue.

_H@

6 Amorion in central Asia Minor was the birthplace of Michael II, the founder of
ﬁﬁ Amorian dynasty, whose last representative was Michael I1I. Hence its capture, on
‘15 August 838, was particularly humiliating for Theophilos, especially since he had

: arely escaped with his life after a previous defeat at Dazimon in Armenia on 22 J uly.

n_wo Ms the fifth year of the reign of Theophilos, who .ﬁm.ma.mbamzm See Treadgold, Byz. Revival, 297-305.
Go :o utterly abon 3 s ! g )

y ninable and unclean Hagarenes® came E ?: wob._ D3 * © The Forty-Two Martyrs of Amorion were actually taken to Iraq rather than Syria.
“They were put to death in 845, after a long period of captivity during which they re-
isted conversion to Islam. See 0D B 2:800-301.
& There was actually a ten-year interval between the Arab raids on Sicily, Crete, and
‘the Cyclades (which began in the period between 824-828) and the capture of Amorion
in 838. The conflation of these events also occurs in Georg, Mon. 2:798. Crete was in
Arab hands by 828 but the conquest of Sicily was not completed until the early 10th
d.nnEJn cf. Treadgold, Byz. Revival, 248-58, 333, and 452, n. 454, and ODB 1:546
ind 3:1892.
” ¢ The unusually cold winter was that of 832-833. See Treadgold;Byz. Revival, 279
nd 435, n. 385,
- 6 The Greek again contains a pun on the name of Theophilos.

% See n. 43 above.

co: _uE soon _.aém_aa through her the EnEmHmmm mna moc_-mmﬁ_sm 0 .:.o x :

st O: Theophanes the Confessor, see n, 208 in the Life ow David, mS:_mos.
George, above. ST s

3 See n. 55.
* Combefis’ text (Siampdaio) is read instead of Regel’s correction E&nomm :
for 8ranpdguro). 1L LQLURPOG

) * The Greek text contains a pun on Theophilos’ name, which means .dnm
friendly to God.” The invasion actually took place in 838, or the Hauﬁs.wﬁ.ma...o Theo
philos’ reign. o

7% The term Hagarene (or Agarene) originally denoted a descendant o._,. Iww&...é
story is recounted in Gen. 16:1-16 and Gal. 4:21-31, and later came to Eamn_..wmw.m
or Arab, in the present case, those of the Abbasid dynasty.
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.c.nmmsma in full view of the mourners on every side. He saw the necklace with
the enkolpion bearing” the holy and unchanging image of the Most High on
his [Theoktistos’] neck. The emperor repeatedly pointed his finger at him and
, over him. Then, she dozed off for a while and saw the supremely holy goﬁﬁa igorously nodded at him, commanding <Theoktistos> to come toward him.
' of God holding in her arms the infant <Christ> with His cross and Although he [Theoktistos] tried to flee in terror because of the holy icon, he

' ing :sm om caa::a& mmma_m So_mn% Bwaomor_um the aEnn._Q. Hgo.w:__om an . was overpowered by other hands and, with no opportunity to cover up the
acred object, was brought before the emperor in a state of great terror. The

hers decided that <the emperor> was asking to tear out his [Theoktistos’]
air so they put strands of it in his hands. Meanwhile, he [Theoktistos]
thought that he was going to lose his head, but instead the emperor touched
.Em. necklace with his finger and drew it to his lips. Well, when the necklace,
at bore, as was said, the holy and venerable image of our Savior and God,
ad been put to his lips and mouth, suddenly—what an unexpected mir-
clel—those lips of his that had gaped wide apart, the ones that had debased
the teachings of the Church and babbled a lot of nonsense against the holy
nd venerable images, came together and were closed. After this extraordinary
ind astonishing miracle occurred, the wild, guttural noises he had been mak-
ng m&.EEG stopped and the emperor’s physical appearance and features re-
urned to normal. His screams fell silent [p. 265] as did the unbearably painful
rments and punishments. Whereupon he fell asleep at once, firmly con-
Eom.a that it was a very good and spiritually beneficial thing to adore and
honor and venerate the holy and venerable image of the Lord our God and
avior Jesus Christ and His all-holy mother and all His saints as the first step
a journey to Godhead that ends in revelation.

- 9. A few days after these developments, the emperor Theophilos breathed
his last and died peacefully. Following the death of Theophilos, his son Mi-
hael, who was five and a half years old, became emperor along with his
mother Theodora.” During Michael’s reign, Apodinar, the tribal chieftain of

with dysentery and departed this life in the following Emuznn.,:
" dying, his mouth gaped so wide you could see all the way down his gulle

anguish, “Woe is me, wretch that I am! Because o:wo Moonm 1 mn&.._um

A=A

because Om the icons I am being mommma The sound of it was a fe

throne on 2 October 829 and died on 20 January 842,

& Theoktistos illustrates the powerful role played by aEErwu in a..ﬁ wvﬁmnn
The kanikleios kept the pen and purple ink used to sign imperial decrees. Th ormmwm
m:mo held Eo very 569.53 ﬁcm:_ou of .._cm&r&mw tou B,Qxcx the ommem_.m nrﬁmm

[IT’s minority Q}m%}ﬁoﬁ 148.9-11). After »Eﬁovrza death, ‘Theoktistos Emw
vital role in the restoration of orthodoxy: the (preliminary) meeting of the i
843 is said to have taken place in his home. See Duffy-Parker, Syrodicon Ve
156.4; C. Mango, “The Liguidation of Iconoclasm and the Patriarch Huwo.zam.. :
Herrin, lconoclasm, 133-34; and n. 367 in the Lile of David, manoF. and.

above. e
™ Combefis’ text (cuveyouéve 1@ tintecBo) is read here instead of cuvéyovtt .

wuntopéve (Markopoulos).

7 Combefis’ text (Epoépovtog) is read here instead of éugaivovra.

72 Michael ITI was actually born on 19 January 840, thus making him two years old,
ot five and a half, at the time of his father’s death on 20 January 842. Our Life (Chap.
) also misstates Michael’s age at his assassination: he was twenty-seven, not twenty-
ine. See C. Mango, “When was Michael III Born?” DOP 21 (1967), 253-58, and L.
, “The Bride-Shows at the Byzantine Court— Fact or Fiction?” Eranos 83 (1985),

Greek 1eiver and should be &mmzmc_m_ﬁa from the tenantion that is n..ﬂommicn
the Latin tenere and means a pin to fasten clothes. See A. Kartsonis, Anastasis,
ﬁﬁaxw of an Image (Princeton, N.J, 1986), 116-25, and M. . Vinson, :.H,_._.m..w.n_.h._
gyxéimov and tevévuiov and the Conversion of Theophilos in the Life of : “heod
(BHG 1731),” GRBS 36 (1995}, 89-99. ;
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the accursed and God-forsaken Hagarenes, after many years’ .@mmv&.wso
\..”. launched an all-out assault on the divinely protected city of Oosmﬁmmm_nmnwn
; with a fleet of four hundred awesome and terrifying ships.™ In the end, Eo:.
:.:m E_mmamw_o Eﬂnﬁor was noz%_ﬁm_m wiped out and ammﬂowma Em.nw ...H. Ew

still a babe—after all, as mentioned above, he was only five and a half years
old—still God Himself, Who out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hath
.?Qaﬁ.a& praise,”® enabled <one even so young as> this [p. 266] to celebrate
and demonstrate and affirm with brilliant clarity the truth of the divine doc-
zum o the praise and glory of the Word of God Who became flesh because
om His infinite mercy and loving kindness and was seen on earth and lived
among mankind. Consequently, thanks to an imperial decree and divinely
guided decision of all the holy and orthodox fathers acting in concert with
God’s advocates the monks and confessors, the thoroughly wicked and evil
heresy of the ungodly and impious iconoclasts was refuted and their vacuous
“and disgusting ravings were demolished point by point, and religious freedom
nd orthodoxy shone forth throughout the entire universe. And the pernicious

gomﬁn a reality for all who ?oam? honor and venerate the holy msa revered
mages.® For the grace of the true knowledge of God sprang up throughout
the whole world and a period of justice, peace, and kindness to others was
smw@ﬂma in for everyone mﬁmnws&mqm and it was decreed by the great mma ortho-

Monk (Georg. Mon. 2:301.7-14), see the introduction to this Life. A. A’ <mm...m,:o< a
cepts the historicity of the attack, dating it to 842, and attributes the silence of the'ATi
sources to the relative unimportance of the expedition. See his Byz. Arabes, 1: Gm. mum. }
z.a “Notes noBﬁ_mEmEm:mm o aou 3 Canard suggests that the :..wcmm nEommmn.}n

exponent of the ill-famed and soul-destroying heresy, that miserable and
wretched chief sorcerer, was deposed from the patriarchal throne in disgrace

7 Ps, 8:2.

- ™ The formal restoration of icons took place in the church of St. Sophia on 11
farch-843, The Feast of Orthodoxy is still commemorated in the Greek Church on
 first Sunday in Lent. For further details, see n. 398 in the Life of David, Symeon,
nd George.

" According to the De Theophili imperatoris absolutione (ed. Regel, Analecta, 24-27T),
Arsakios and Ioannikios (on whom see previous vita), hermits from "Mt. Olympos in
A . ithynia, were prompted by a divine revelation to visit the same Isaiah of Nikomedeia
donian islands are mentioned in both Lucian, Navigiwm, chap. 7, and Pliny, Ne : that Theodora had previously stopped to see. Isaiah, at the direction of the Holy Spirit,
History 5.35.131, as posing a serious hazard to navigation. Cf. G. F. wmmm. ﬁ..amm.Q.mw a_.wag their aid in successfully urging Theodora and Methodios to restore the venera-
nya: A Bronze Age Shipwreck (Philadelphia, 1967). . ion of icons. See also Bury, Eastern Roman Empire, 147, n. 1 and n. 33 above.
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.Eumaoa whom the impious Theophilos had banished after high-handedly con-
fiscating their property and mutilating them, not to mention others whom
‘he ordered to be punished with harsh confinement for refusing to obey his
treacherous and insulting commands. All of these lived forever after in peace
.mu.m joy, praising and glorifying God.

- The venerable and virtuous empress Theodora, seeing the orthodox faith
of the Christians shining forth in full flower, was happy and perfectly de-
.. lighted, and was filled with joy and gladness. The logothetes Theoktistos, who
also served as kanikleios, shared the empress” happiness and joined her in ap-
..v_mza_ﬁm these <developments> since he was a fervent supporter of the or-
- thodox faith. But Bardas, the caesar and brother of the most pious empress
....Hwnoaon crowned of God, hated him and killed him unjustly.®® So after that
the holy and religious empress Theodora took pity on a number of men who
...om.ﬁm to her for protection and helped them out of her natural goodness and
..ﬁ\n.socm character and compassionate nature, a woman resplendent with vir-
tue in many forms.

11. And so the blessed Theodora lived in the palace for fourteen years®!
~after she assumed imperial power with her son Michael, managing the affairs
- of her subjects in this meet and fitting manner. [p. 268] She fell out with Bar-
am , her aforementioned brother, who had become caesar, because of his un-
:m.....uacaaﬂ of the likewise aforementioned logothetes Theoktistos, and invol-
cm.ﬁma_w and against her will left the palace for the Gastria monastery with her
four daughters Pulcheria, Thekla, Anastasia, and Anna. The emperor Michael
gmﬁﬂ three of her daughters and clothed them in the holy garb of monastic
.,.m@ ‘assigning them to the Kariano$ monastery, His mother, on the other hand,
the most pious lady Theodora, along with her daughter Pulcheria he ordered
.ﬁ%mw,w up residence in the previously mentioned Gastria monastery.® This is

and m:mﬂwoamzmma :m::w and in accordance with the En_mEmE.. oH.

e

m:_ﬁvma of woéma UoEm conspicuously muzzled and 3?8& on a mm_@&mw_m P s Theoktistos was murdered on 20 November 855, a casualty of the alliance formed
: between Bardas and Michael 1] to depose Theodora and establish Michael as sole

ruler, Normally, only the sons of a reigning monarch held the rank of caesar, the highest
Ewu:u\ or honorific title after that of emperor. Bardas became caesar in >_u:_ 862,
- several years after Theodora’s deposition in 856. See also nn. 367-68 in the Life of
~ David, Symeon, and George, above.

"8 That is, from 842-856.

8 Both the location of the Karianos monastery and the sequence of events here are
-problematic. For a discussion of the convent’s location, see Janin, Egfises CF, 278, who

the Life of David, Symeon, and George, above, 199-200 and n. 289..
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.namw“ filling <its sails> with the fair wind of salvation.” After fortifying her
.moa with this maternal advice and endowing him with prayers as with any
‘other maternal legacy, she made her home outside the palace as a private citi-
‘zen, Then, after she was free from the cares of empire—the marvel of itl—
just as she had once set an example for emperors, so now too she served as an
example for everyone else and won renown after leaving imperial life. What
.m._& was so widely esteemed as she for her service to the monastic community
p. 269] or participated with her children so fully in their [the monks’] prayers?
Who set a richer table for the poor than she or graced the sick with visits or
mptied more prisons or clothed with tunics a greater number of the naked
.o.H forgave more loans or recalled her own people from a foreign land? Who
..m?o.ﬁa her eyes and ears and her other senses more completely to God and,
ike Israel, prepared her mind to see God® and raised herself up as a deathless
monument and living icon?® For the young, she set up the image® of her own
outhfulness, while for those of middle age, the image of her final years, and .,..
..m.m.&... for the elderly and those advanced in age, her own wisdom mature be- -
ond her years. She provides corn with Joseph,®” and guards her chastity and
eceives with Abraham the Trinity,® that does not overshadow the dwelling
but dwells within her heart, with Job® she opens her doors, and with David
she hymns night and day the ordinances of the Lord,*” and she washes the feet
of the disciples® and preaches the gospel with the apostles,” and participates
‘in the struggles of the martyrs, sharing the martyrs’ suffering without blood-
hed, and she is justified by Christ,” and she obtains the incorruptible crown
n heaven, having gained Christ in the end.

*~ But now that I have mentioned the end of her life, it would be good to

what happened during those years. Michael ruled alone for fourteen wmmnmmu

parakoimomenos, Basil the patrikios.®

12. But how did that truly mooa mother and wise Emomﬁﬂ& Nuownoua. .

to her even though a substantial portion of the senatorial order émi.nn_. he
to. On :6 oos:mé, mrm asked her son to come see :ﬂ and oxnaammma 8 f

113

ent advice as well. “Child of mine and gift of God,” she ..mmau...boé.”_gﬁ_ﬂ
free from the responsibility of providing for the people, H"mwm:...cn.moa .
keep to myself, praying for you and my other children. As mow.,._”wnc,.mopman
how you have been found worthy by God of the dominion <you wmﬁ:v....\ v
the people, and understand quite clearly that we are called for th it s

Life and further specified by Bury as 15 March. Karlin-Hayter (473-74) posits a secon
interval between Theodora’s expulsion from the palace and her tonsure as a nun, &uﬁ
resulted from her complicity in a plot against Bardas. See TheophCont 174, ps.-
Mag. 658, and Leo Gramm. 237. On Theodora’s tonsure, see also Armomd%.pom.
bellus, PG 105:8574 and v. Ignat., PG 105:5058. One should note that in both source
the emphasis is on the patriarch Ignatios’ refusal to tonsure the empress rather tha
on the actual tonsure itself, which is cxplicitly attested only by TheophCont 3&....@5.9_
Gastria convent, see above, n. 41. :

¥ On the chronology, see above, n. 72. After the death of Z_nrmo_. 111 ..oz. Nu
September 867, Basil became emperor and founder of the Macedonian dynasty. Patri
ios was a dignity or honorific title indicating very high status. ﬁa«ax&.&aﬁ«:&..E.WHE.._
means someone who “sleeps at the (emperor’s) side,” but by the late 9th om.nEJ\.\..ﬂE
office had expanded far beyond its original function of imperial bodyguard. The palage
of St. Mamas was located on the European side of the Bosporos, across :.a. OQ%
Horn from Constantinople. .

* % Cf. Clement of Alexandria, Paedagogus 1.9, PG 8:341c.

s Regel’s text, which includes “and” {kxaf), is used here.
% The textual variant dvactiotoo is read here.

¥ Gen. 47:12.
% Gen. 18:1-15. The emendation proposed by A.-M. Talbot (évoikifopévny) is ac-
cepted here. g
¥ Job 31:32. .
% Ps, 17 (18):22 and 118 (119):34.
%1 Jn. 13:5. Regel’s text (vintet) is read here.
Mk, 16:15.

% Gal. 2:16.
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include as well some mention of what was said at the time, m..:....”:o\aa.aw
advice she offered her children and all the edifying remarks she made to the
members of her household at the very hour of her passing. She ..mnowmm_ﬁoa.w,
children® first. “My children and glorious offspring of my womb,” mwn.mwm

Em:os and on numerous occasions may very well have even brought misfor-
tunes upon us. You yourselves are witnesses to this. But what I never stopped
saying in the past, I urge upon you now as well: be at peace with yourselves
and with all mankind, the peace given by God that I have cherished above all
&mm Strengthen one another, rouse one another to the good, carry one anoth-
er’s burdens so that a desire for glory does not destroy your unity. Through
cace let the last be more exalted than those ahead of him and through love
et the first be more lowly than those behind him.?” Let there be one law among
‘you, the will and fear of God, neglecting none of His undefiled command-
ments so that you may bring forth fruit unto God,” being offered up to Him as.
he most appropriate kind of gift and first fruits of my fertile womb, endowed
_.EE reason. It is my hope that, if you follow the words of advice I have given
.you and live your lives accordingly, you may obtain Christ in the end and will
become heirs of the bliss in that other realm, to the renown of myself, the
‘mother who bore you and brought you up, and to the glory of God Who put
ou into my arms.” With these words and more the blessed lady strengthened
her children. “May God,” she continued, “grant that you, too, manage your
affairs in this life aright and obtain the object of your hopes in the other. This
hall be the reward for your ready obedience to His people; this is why you
were put on this earth as our sons and daughters and for the same Rmmo:_im ”
.o.o. ‘became a mother.”

~ Now Michael himself, her son and emperor, [p. 271] paid a visit with his
consort to express their sympathy at her death.” To them, too, she made a

_ while I still remained in this life, so now I entreat you to abide® by E /W
' and instructions after my death as well. Do not fail in your love .wo.m. O..om_,

resplendent with gold and decked out with precious jewels mu.a_” «mmﬂ..wg
Eo_.ﬁw and m_n:ﬁm have been given to %oz mow, %05 _uﬂ.mo:n_ use, wmoﬂ_.

U Cf. Mt. 19:30, 20:16; Mk. 9:35, 10:31; Lk. 13:30.
-~ % Rom. T:4.

% The visit of Michael 111 and his wife Eudokia of Dekapolis to Theodora’s death-
bed presents a serious problem, since in the tradition represented by Symeon the Logo-
thete (Leo Gramm. 252.20, ps.-Sym. Mag. 686.7) it is Theodora who survives to lament
" over her son’s corpse after his assassination. Karlin-Hayter (“Théodora,” 207-8) has
recently attempted to resolve the difficulty by positing the following interpolation:
“<Michael> himself <her son and> emperor.” The “emperor himself” would then be
mwm.:..ﬁ who was married to Eudokia Ingerina. This is a truly ingenious suggestion, but
the rationale behind it, namely that it is odd for Theodora to address the “emperor”
separately from her other “children” as she does a little further on in the passage, does
not take into account the rhetorical context of the Life. For example, the distinction
between emperor and (female) children is not meant to reflect a lack of maternal feeling
on Theodora’s part, but rather her deference to proper, that is, male, authority. As such,
it is of a piece with her earlier refusal of the senate’s invitation to resume power and

glory and glittering wealth has conferred no benefit on us at all; .Faonm

% The use of feminine adjectival forms in the passage that follows Ea_omam..
Theodora is addressing her daughters.

% 2 Tim. 4:6.

% Regel’s text (éupeivate) is read here.




5]

* light oH. :mmﬁbq radiance, became a light unto God in mﬁwnw resp

SECcOND PERIOD OF IcONOCLASM

ary she gave her holy on into the rmsn_m of the God Who Emao _._o_.. Em ...m,,m

words were, “Lord, into Thy hands I commend my spirit”’ 1%
Eos noble the UFE and Eu@:umEm that an:nna such a .moio

‘under the listing for that city.

. %E.OF brother of Moses, Old Testa-
- ment priest, 67 n. 172, 134
- Abbasids, xiv, 370 n. 60
Abel, brother of Cain, Old Testament
. figure, 348
- Abraham, Old Testament patriarch,
. 44-45,53,99, 132, 349, 379
~Adam, Old Testament figure, 32, 318
~ Aegean Sea, 151, 187 n, 227, 193, 233
C o n.440
- Aclia Capitolina. See Jerusalem
- Africa, 190
Africans (Arabs from North Africa),
- 190-91
-Agapetos, koubikoularios and protoves-
. tiarios, 328-29
Agapios, St. See Agauroi, metochia of
~ Agarenes. See Hagarenes
“Agaurinon, Mt. (=Mt Trichalix?),
~ spur of Mt. Olympos, 264, 266,
326
>mmE,o_ monastery on Mt. Olympos,
243 n. 6,245, 261 n. 99, 262, 264,
325, 327, 329 n. 453, 333
Agauroi, metochia of: St. Agapios,
288; St. Elias, 292; St. George,
325; Sts. Kosmas and Damian,
264 and n. 113, 321; Leukades,
: 313, 314 n, 381
_ Ahab, king of Israel, 181
- ‘Aigaion, mythical giant, 75
‘Akephaloi, extremist Monophysites,
319

n,nr
free access to God, intercedes on behalf of those below, pur &.mu.vu.\....ﬁo;n,.._

won and Io@ Spirit, because to EE,_ belongs glory, power, ronoH,_m.o:
forever, and unto ages of ages. Amen, oS

the way she subsequently limits her involvement in Michael’s life to praying for him
and urging him to seek the kingdom of God through his just rule on earth. This is the
behavior of an exemplary woman, one who knows her place and does not: .ES%«R
the affairs of men except under the most extraordinary circumstances, ms.or.mm...%wg
the emperor is a child of two (or five). Hence, despite Karlin-Hayter’s ingenuity, the
discrepancy between our Life and the Logothete does not seem to admit of an easy
solution. Rhetorical analysis is of limited value here since in the end the question boils
down to whether a dutiful but grieving mother is more credible than .m.acmm&. bu
grieving son: there is little to choose between them. A secure date for the E_,n....ﬁ.mmr.ﬂ
help, but one should caution that mere proximity to events is no guarantee of wu..m._
thor’s veracity. One suspects that final resolution of this question will come only from
“hard,” that is, nonliterary evidence of the kind that Mango used so successfully: to
establish the date of Michael IIT’s birth in the face of similarly contradictory evidence
(see above, n. 72). For a discussion of Michael III, Basil I, their oosmozm.,.mmn_..nono
bines, including Thekla who was allegedly given to Basil for this purpose by her brother,
see C. Mango, “Eudocia Ingerina, the Normans, and the Macedonian Dynasty,” ZRV.
14-15 (1973), 17-27 and more recently the extremely perceptive msm“ww_..w of Karlin-
Hayter in “L’enjeu d’une rumeur,” JOB 41 (1991), 85-111. E

1% Ps. 30 (31):5; Lk. 23:46.

INDEX OF PEOPLE AND PLACES

" Entries on churches, monasteries, monuments, etc. of Constantinople are found

Akritas, cape of, 200 n. 289, 202 n.
294

Akropolites, Constantine, hagiogra-
pher, 3

Alcinous, king of Phaeacia, 52 and n.
101

Alexandria, 81; patriarch of, 49, 110

Alsos, Mt. (=Mt. Lis[s]os?), 274, 296,
298, 301

Alsos, Mt., churches of: St. Eustathios
the Martyr, 274, 278, 298; Sts. Pe-
ter and Paul, 274, 279; Theo-
tokos, 274, 278 n. 199, 279

Alsos, Mt., monasteries of: St. Eustath-
ios the Martyr, 278; Sts. Peter and
Paul, 279; Theotokos, 278 n. 199,
279

Amalekites, 71

Amer (Umar), emir of Melitene, 230
and n. 428

Amorion, fortress town in Anatolia,
xv, 130 n. 462, 188 n. 231, 271 n.
151; capture by Arabs of, xvi,
329, 358, 371; Forty-Two Martyrs
of, 371

Anastasia, daughter of Theophilos
and Theodora, 367 n. 41, 377

Anastasios, patriarch of Constanti-
nople (730-754), 6, 64 n. 158

Anastasios II, emperor (713-715), 11

Anastaso, mother of St. Ioannikios,
259, 261 n. 99, 262

Anatolikon, theme of, 71 nn. 195 and



