B Counters

Korean language class in MUNI

In this lesson, we are going to study about “Counters”.

As a counter classifies nouns according to common attributes for numbering purposes, it provides more

information about the object you count.
The Korean language has an extensive list of counters. Some counters are used only with the native Korean
numbers, whereas some counters are used only with the Sino-Korean numbers.

- Some major Korean counters used with native Korean numbers

counter kinds of things counted examples of counting
& persons ord F8 MY .. 29 ...
[myeong] [han myeong, du myeong, se myeong, . . . yeol myeong, . . ]
AREf persons ok AbEL &= AREL MIOAREL L CRA AREL L
[saram] [han saram, du saram, se saram, . .. daseon saram, . . .]
ot2| animals of Of2|, & ot2], Al of2l,... € 4l ok, ...
[mari] [han mari, du mari, se mari, . . . yeol ne mari, . . .]
&0 flowers sk &0|, & 80|, Ml B0l,... & &0|,...
[songi] [han songi, du songi, se songi, . . . yeol songi, . . .]
Cet bunches (of flowers) of CHe, & Chg, A Chg, ... & ohe,
[dabal] [han dabal, du dabal, se dabal, . . . yeol dabal, . . ]
1= trees ol e B W= = = B i R
[geuru] [han geuru, du geuru, se geury, . . . yeol ne geury, . . .]
=27 slices LA P A R 2 S © =
[jogak] [han jogak, du jogak, se jogak, . .. daseon jogak, . . .]
7N items, units A P AV 7 - R P
[gae] [han gae, du gae, se gae, . .. yeol gae, . . ]
A years of age SAL R AL A AL ME RN
[sal] [han sal, du sal, se sal, . . . seoreun du sal, . . ]
tH times FL e P I~ PR o Ul <1 P
[beon] [han beon, du beon, se beon, .. . yeoseon beon, . . .]




B Question word [%]

Korean has a question word S[myeot] “how many.” The word cannot be used on its own but must precede a
counter. For example, a specific question expression such as “how many people” would be & F[myeot

myeong], “how many months” would be & & [myeot dal], and so on.

We can form various question expressions using the aforementioned counters, such as:

= ) “How many people?” o 7 “How many bottles?”
[myeot myeong] [myeot byeong]

=) “How many items?” o 37 “How many books?”
[myeot gae] [myeot gwon]

H Al? “What time?” o 27 “What month?”
[myeot si] [myeot wol]

B Ab? “How old?” o =9 “What floor?”
[myeot sal] [myeot cheung]

B Some frequently used counters
You need to practice using proper counters on proper place.

Let's learn about some frequently used counters used for telling times, days, months, and years.

- Telling times

Koreans use native Korean numbers for A|[si] “o’clock” but Sino-Korean numbers for &[bun] “minutes.” In
addition, for a.m. and p.m., Koreans use the following five words: Ot & [achim] “morning” or 27 [ojeon] “before

noon” for a.m., and 2% [ohu] “afternoon,” X [jeonyeok] “evening,” and Z[bam] “night” for p.m., at the
beginning of the expression.

07:36 a.m.

OFl (or 27) Y& Al &fdd & =2 [achim (or ojeon) ilgop si samsip yuk bun]
08:10am. | op&l (or %) 0§5 Al & £ [achim (or ojeon) yeodeorh si sip bun]
10:45am. | o o A| A 2 £ [ojeon yeol si sasip o bun]

0250 pm. | o0& = A| 24 & [ohu du si osip bun]

06:17 pm. | M4 (or 2F) of4l Al & & £ [jeonyeok (or ohu) yeoseot si sip chil bun]
09:24 pm. | 8 (or 23) OFF Al 0|4 At £ [bam (or ohu) ahop si isip sa bun]

38 p.m. | ut (or @3) Ak A| MM T 2 [bam (or ohu) yeolhan si samsip pal bun]

To say half past, you can either say “&f & Z[samsip bun]” or an expression Et[ban], meaning “a half’. Thus,
the Korean expression for telling 11:30 p.m. can be: 2% (or &) 3t Al &4 & (or 2h [ohu (or bam)

yeolhan si samsip bun (or ban)].



- Counting days

one day 2 A il SH& [haru]

two days ol & [iil] O|& [iteul]

three days A2 [sam il] AtE [saheul]

four days AF Y [sa ail] L= [naheul]

five days Q2 2 [oill StA [datsae]

six days F g [yukil] AM [yeotsae]
seven days H Y [chilil] 02| fire]

eight days Z U [pal il] O =2 [yeodeure]
nine days T ¥ [quil 0t 2 [aheure]

ten days M [sip il 2= [yeolheul]
eleven days M A [sibil il] g S} [yeol haru]
twelve days Mol Y [sibi il] g O & [yeol iteul]
thirteen days A& [sipsam il] & ARZ [yeol saheul]
twenty days Ol & [isip il] A8 S [seumu nal]

After 20, only Sino-Korean expressions are used.

- Counting months and years

Koreans use Sino-Korean numbers for counting months. Hence, you need to add & [wol] “months” after a Sino-
Korean number, asin & &, O &, & &Jil wol, i wol, sam wol], and so on. However, be careful that Koreans

do not say June as = &[yugwol] but F&[yuwol] and October not as & &[sibwol] but A|&[siwol].

January ol & il wol] May 2 2 [o wol] September | 21 21 [gu wol]
February o 2 [i woll June 8 2 [yu wol] October Al E [si woll
March A [sam woll July A 2 [chil woll November | A1o1 2 [sibil wol]
April AF € [sa woll August T 2 [pal woll December | 10| & [sibi wol]

For months (duration), however, you can use either native Korean numbers or Sino-Korean numbers.

When counting with Sino-Korean numbers, you add 7i #[gaewol] after the numberasin & 7§&, O 74&, &
7H&[il gaewol, i gaewol, sam gaewol], and so on. When counting with native Korean numbers, you add & |[dal]

after the number, asin ¢ &, & E[han dal, du dal], and so on.

For years, Koreans normally use Sino-Korean numbers with H[nyeon] “year,” such as & &, O] &, & Wil
nyeon, i nyeon, sam nyeon], and so on. They use native Korean numbers for years only for small numbers,

such as ¢t dli[han hae] and 5 dl[du hae].

| month | year |




1 month IRy st g 1 year S| st 3
il gaewol] [han dal] [il nyeon] [han hae]
2 months I c g 2 years ol 4 = 8
[i gaewol] [du dal] [i nyeon] [du hae]
3months | At 7j2l M S or Mg 3 years YNEE! R
[sam gaewol] [se dal (or seok dal)] [sam nyeon]
4 months AP 7HY 4 Z or 9 Zh 4 years A A _
[sa gaewol] [ne dal (or neok dal)] [sa nyeon]
5months | ¢ VI ChAM & 5 years Qi _
[0 gaewol] [daseot dal] [0 nyeon]
6months | 2 7j2l oA 60years | 24l 1 R
[yuk gaewol] [yeoseot dal] [yuksip nyeon]
7months | %1 7y ol ct 100years | uH L3 R
[chil gaewol] lilgop dal] [baek nyeon]

- Dates

Let us put all these expressions together. Koreans give dates starting from the largest unit to the smallest. This
is the opposite of the English expression.

Al kOl
HZ2 =,

o

For instance, date information such as “2:19 p.m., 18 May, 1970” is said as “(¥)& & HiHEH @

RZ & Al H7 & [(il)cheongubaek chilsimnyeon owol sipparil, ohu du si sip gu bun]

Here are more examples:

9:35 a.m., 11 April, 2004 O|FAF W AF € AlQl 21 OX 0OfF A| AlAQ B

[icheonsa nyeon, sa wol sibil il, ojeon ahop si samsibo bun]
3:57 p.m., 25 December, 1992 | (ahyxi e 40| 14, Mo| & O|MQ U, 2% A Al QuA £

[(illcheongubaek gusibi nyeon, sibi wol isibo il, ohu se si osipchil bun]
7:08 a.m., 16 March, 1979 ()M e AAT 1 A2 AMQ A OF A& A| T &

[Lm

[(il)cheongubaek chilsipgu nyeon, sam wol sibyuk il, ojeon ilgop si pal
bun]

m  Exercise

Exercise 1. Translate the following into English:

Example: & ¥ [du myeong] = Two people

(1) Ml gr2| [se mari]
(2) CFA X2t [daseot jogak]
(3) € ¢ [yeol beon]

4 [seumu sal]

S
[>
rot o

O{& @ [aheun yeodeol myeong]



Exercise 2. Translate the following into figures:

Example: 2% AN Al 24 § £ [ohusesiosipyukbun] = 03:56 p.m.

(1) 2
@ 2%

| At 2 & [ojeon yeol si sasip o bun]

Al @4 & [ohu ilgop si osip bun]

> 0 5

=]
|+ = [achlm yeol si gu bun]

o
o
2 ne ne ne

>x

Al O|]&l & £ [jeonyeok yeoseot si isip chil bun]

Exercise 3. Write the following dates in Korean:

Example: 15 August, 1945
S (DHPHAMS W, T @ He o

[(ilcheongubaeksasibo nyeon, pal wol, sibo il]

(1) 16 March, 1943

)
(2) 25 December, 1965
(3) 31 September, 1994
(4) 7 May, 1970

B Conversation

ML[sunwoo]: YL, m=E X THLEZ|Z M O{? [eonni, gyosunim eonje mannagiro haesseo]

Sister, when did you decide to meet the professor?
2 M[eunseo]: Ct2F €2 Y. 2? [daeumju woryoil. wae]
Next Monday. Why?
MR [sunwoo]: &2 &|F HLUO|EOL 6F 10| & 4 L0|of,
[got hyeju saengirijana. 6wol liri hyeju saengiriya.]
Hyeju’s birthday is coming. June 1stis Hyeju’s birthday.
2M[eunseo]: AELE O 620 CHZO| OfH 7= 7 ofllf?
[geureokuna. geureom 6wore dagachi yeohaeng ganeun geo eottae]
| got it. Then how about going a trip together in June?
ML[sunwoo]: EX|. 2| A =O0LE|OF ZFAh 6F 3YOf| MLt= A o2
[iochi. uri keuroatia gaja! 6wol 3ire tteonaneun geo eottae]
Good. Let’s go Croatia! How about leaving on June 3rd?

2X[eunseo]: £0t. Of=0|3 CHZO| Of7|Si E At
[joa. aedeurirang dagachi yaegihaeboja.]
Okay. Let’s talk all together.

B Sentence drill practice

<Topic: Time and date>

1. 2 A0 2HE7ER?2 [myeot sie mannalkkayo]
What time shall we meet?

> = A0 (verb)?



2.6A| 4530|082, [6si 45bunieyo]
It's quarter to seven.

- (number)A| (number)20|[0{ L.

3. 2 50| & 2 YU0|ZE? [oneuri museun yoirijyo]
What day is it today?

- (noun)0| & 2Y0[&?

4. MA0| AX|AL|7}? [saengiri eonjesimnikkal]
When is your birthday?

- (noun)O| AKX (&)L I?

5. 02 22 78 152 22 Y LICH [daeum moimeun 7wol 15il hwayoirimnida.]
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, July 15th.

- (noun)2 (number)@ (number)¥ (day)¥ LILCt.

6. 22| F7t7t AKX A|ZHO|X|? [uri hyugaga eonje sijagiji]
What date does our vacation start?

- (noun)O| A (verb)?
7. 042 S, WA Yoo motx 20| AL
[maewol duljjae, netjjae woryoire piano reseuni itseumnida.]
| have piano lessons on the 2nd and the 4th Mondays of each month.

> Of€ (number) (day)Oll (noun)O| UELICE

8. AH M20| =&3MEL|7H? [eonje seoure dochakaetseumnikkal
When did you arrive in Seoul?

> AH (noun)df| (verb)?

9. 7H& ®st A|ZH2 91X M 272 [gajang pyeonhan siganeun eonjeseyo]
When is the most convenient time for you?

- (adj) AlZt2 MM L2

10. HM 6A|7F H Q0. [beolsseo Bsiga neomeosseoyo]
It's already after six.

> &M (time)Ol/7t HAAR.

B Answer

Exercise 1.



(1) Three animals

(2) Five slices

(3) Tentimes

(4) Twenty years of age
(5) Ninety-eight people

Exercise 2.

(1) 10:45 a.m.
(2) 07:50 p.m.
(3) 10:09 a.m.
(4) 06:27 p.m.

Exercise 3.
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