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PROTO-INDO-EUROPEAN

5500 BC(?)-3500 BC




PlE

Soundcloud

h,auei h,josméj h,ulh,nah, né h,ést, sé h,ékuoms
derkt. s6 g*rh um uog'om ueg'ed; sé6 mégh,m
bhérom; sé dhg'émonm h,oku bhered. h,6uis
h.ékwoiblios ueuked: “d"g'émonm spékioh,
h,ékuoms-kwe h,ageti, kér moi ag'nutor”. h,€kués
tu ueukond: “Kudhi, h,ouej! téd spékiomes, nsméi
ag'nutor ker: d"g"émo, potis, sé h,auies
h,ulh,nah, g*"érmom uéstrom uept, h,auib"ios tu
h,ulh.néh, né h.esti. tod kekluuos h,6uis h,agrom
b"uged.




PROTO-GERMANIC

3500 BC-450 AD
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Consonants in Old English

Post-
Dental | Alveolar Palatal
alveolar

Nasal (m)n

Stop td tf (d3)

Fricative s (2) |

Approximant 1
Trill (r)r




Monophthongs in Old English

Front Back

unrounded rounded unrounded | rounded

I iz yy: u u:

e el Q g 0 O:

&L &l




Diphthongs in Old English

First Short Long Spelling Spelling
element (monomoraic) (bimoraic) | (original) | (modern editions)

High ' izu io io, To

Mid 0 e eo €eo, €o

Low ae:a ea ea, éa




OE

Hwaet. We Gardena in geardagum, peodcyninga, prym
gefrunon, hu da apelingas ellen fremedon. Oft Scyld
Scefing sceapena preatum, monegum maegpum,
meodosetla ofteah, egsode eorlas. Syddan serest weard
feasceaft funden, he paes frofre gebad, weox under
wolcnum, weordmyndum pah, o8paet him aeghwylc para
ymbsittendra ofer hronrade hyran scolde, gomban
gyldan. paet waes god cyning. dzem eafera waes aefter
cenned, geong in geardum, pone god sende folce to
frofre; fyrendearfe ongeat pe hie ar drugon aldorlease
lange hwile. Him paes liffrea, wuldres wealdend,
woroldare forgeaf; Beowulf waes breme blaed wide
sprang, Scyldes eafera Scedelandum in.







¢ [k]
s¢ [sk]
g [j]

g [v]
hl-

hr-

hw- [xw]

> wh- [hw]

ME

(OE ¢ild > ME child)

(OE fis¢ > ME fish)

(OE éage > ME eie, ModE eye)

(OE fugol [fuyol] > ME fuwel, ModE fowl)
(OE hlaford > ME Iord, ModE lord)

(OE hreefn > ME raven)

(OE hnutu > ME nute, ModE nut)

(OE hwaet > ME what)




Middle English vowels [hide]

Monophthong

Diphthong

Short

Long

+/

+ /w/

=1y

iz yr

iw

u=—u

uj

Shnd

ew—iw

Close-mid

0—2

Mid

ow—ow (early), u: (late)’

Open-mid

Open




Monophthongs in Old English

Front Back

unrounded rounded unrounded | rounded

I iz yy: u u:

e el Q g 0 O:

&L &l
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£
i
L
O




=5

ME

SIPEN pe sege and pe assaut watz sesed at Troye, Pe bor3 brittened
and brent to bronde3 and askez, be tulk pat pe trammes of tresoun per
wro3t Watz tried for his tricherie, pe trewest on erthe: Hit watz Ennias
pe athel, and his highe kynde, Pat sipen depreced prouinces, and
patrounes bicome Welne3ze of al pe wele in pe west iles. Fro riche
Romulus to Rome ricchis hym swype, With gret bobbaunce pat burze
he biges vpon fyrst, And neuenes hit his aune nome, as hit now hat;
Tirius to Tuskan and teldes bigynnes, Langaberde in Lumbardie lyftes
vp homes, And fer ouer pe French flod Felix Brutus On mony bonkkes
ful brode Bretayn he settez wyth wynne, Where werre and wrake and
wonder Bi sypez hatz wont perinne, And oft bope blysse and blunder

Ful skete hatz skyfted synne.




EARLY MODERN ENGLISH

1500 AD-1800 AD




ME -> EMoE
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EMoE

Disappearance of [X]

Cough, enough, laugh, ...




EMoE

Assibilation of [1j],
[dj], [s]], and [z]}]

Question, soldier, nation,
VISion




EMoE

Disappearance of [b]
from [-mD]

Climb, comb, dumb, ...




MODERN ENGLISH

1800 AD-Present
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