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OVERVIEW OF OVERVIEW OF 

THE PERIODSTHE PERIODS

Proto-Indo-European, Proto-

Germanic, Old English, Middle 

English, Early Modern English, and English, Early Modern English, and 

Modern EnglishModern English



PROTO-INDO-EUROPEANPROTO-INDO-EUROPEAN

5500 BC(?)-3500 BC



PIE

h2áuei h1iosméi h2ulh1náh2 né h1ést, só h1é uoms 

Soundcloud

h2áuei h1iosméi h2ulh1náh2 né h1ést, só h1é uoms 

der t. só gwrhxúm uó
hom ue hed; só mé h2m

bhórom; só dh hémonm h2 u bhered. h2óuis b órom; só d émonm h2 u b ered. h2óuis 

h1ék
woibhios ueuked: “dh hémonm spé ioh2

h1é uoms-kwe h2á eti, r moi aghnutor”. h1é uōs h1é uoms-k e h2á eti, r moi ag nutor”. h1é uōs 

tu ueukond: “ ludhí, h2ouei! tód spé iomes, nsméi

aghnutór r: dh hémō, pótis, sē h2áuies ag nutór r: d émō, pótis, sē h2áuies 

h2ulh1náh2 g
whérmom uéstrom uept, h2áuib

hios tu 

h2ulh1náh2 né h1esti. tód e luu s h2óuis h2a róm h2ulh1náh2 né h1esti. tód e luu s h2óuis h2a róm 

bhuged.



PROTO-GERMANICPROTO-GERMANIC

3500 BC-450 AD



PG



OLD ENGLISHOLD ENGLISH

450 AD-1150 AD



OE



OE



OE



Hwæt. We Gardena in geardagum, þeodcyninga, þrym 

OE
Hwæt. We Gardena in geardagum, þeodcyninga, þrym 

gefrunon, hu ða æþelingas ellen fremedon. Oft Scyld 

Scefing sceaþena þreatum, monegum mægþum, Scefing sceaþena þreatum, monegum mægþum, 

meodosetla ofteah, egsode eorlas. Syððan ærest wearð 

feasceaft funden, he þæs frofre gebad, weox under feasceaft funden, he þæs frofre gebad, weox under 

wolcnum, weorðmyndum þah, oðþæt him æghwylc þara 

ymbsittendra ofer hronrade hyran scolde, gomban 

gyldan. þæt wæs god cyning. ðæm eafera wæs æfter 

cenned, geong in geardum, þone god sende folce to 

frofre; fyrenðearfe ongeat þe hie ær drugon aldorlease frofre; fyrenðearfe ongeat þe hie ær drugon aldorlease 

lange hwile. Him þæs liffrea, wuldres wealdend, 

woroldare forgeaf; Beowulf wæs breme blæd wide woroldare forgeaf; Beowulf wæs breme blæd wide 

sprang, Scyldes eafera Scedelandum in.



MIDDLE ENGLISHMIDDLE ENGLISH

1150 AD-1500 AD



ME



ME



OE



PIE



ME

SIÞEN þe sege and þe assaut watz sesed at Troye, Þe borȝ brittened 

and brent to brondeȝ and askez, Þe tulk þat þe trammes of tresoun þer 

ȝ

ȝ

and brent to brondeȝ and askez, Þe tulk þat þe trammes of tresoun þer 

wroȝt Watz tried for his tricherie, þe trewest on erthe: Hit watz Ennias 

þe athel, and his highe kynde, Þat siþen depreced prouinces, and 

ȝ

ȝ

ȝ

þe athel, and his highe kynde, Þat siþen depreced prouinces, and 

patrounes bicome Welneȝe of al þe wele in þe west iles. Fro riche 

Romulus to Rome ricchis hym swyþe, With gret bobbaunce þat burȝe 

he biges vpon fyrst, And neuenes hit his aune nome, as hit now hat; 

ȝ

ȝ

he biges vpon fyrst, And neuenes hit his aune nome, as hit now hat; 

Tirius to Tuskan and teldes bigynnes, Langaberde in Lumbardie lyftes 

vp homes, And fer ouer þe French flod Felix Brutus On mony bonkkes vp homes, And fer ouer þe French flod Felix Brutus On mony bonkkes 

ful brode Bretayn he settez  wyth wynne, Where werre and wrake and 

wonder Bi syþez hatz wont þerinne, And oft boþe blysse and blunder wonder Bi syþez hatz wont þerinne, And oft boþe blysse and blunder 

Ful skete hatz skyfted synne.



EARLY MODERN ENGLISHEARLY MODERN ENGLISH

1500 AD-1800 AD



ME -> EMoE



EMoE

Disappearance of [x]Disappearance of [x]

Cough, enough, laugh, …



EMoE

Assibilation of [tj], Assibilation of [tj], 

[dj], [sj], and [zj][dj], [sj], and [zj]

Question, soldier, nation, 

vision



EMoE

Disappearance of [b] Disappearance of [b] 

from [-mb]from [-mb]

Climb, comb, dumb, …



MODERN ENGLISHMODERN ENGLISH

1800 AD-Present
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