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CANADIAN RAISING AND CANADIAN SHIFT 

C̶entralization of /a /̶ or /a /̶ before 
voiceless consonants, raising the open a 
sound to /̶/, /̶/, or /ə/ 

 

E̶xample: „price“ and „clout“ but not „prize“ or 
„cloud“ or typical „out and about“ 

 

M̶erger of /̶/ (cot) with /̶/ (caught) in 
low back position as / /̶ (on) 

L̶owering of the tongue in the front short 
vowels /æ/ (trap), / /̶ (dress), and / /̶ 
(kit) 
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CANADIAN SHIFT IN MONTREAL 

A̶ccording to Boberg‘s 2005 study 

T̶he Canadian Shift, or something very 

similar to it, is active in Montreal, but its 

phonetic character is not identical with the 

version of the Shift reported for Ontario 

English 

 

T̶he retraction of /̶/ is the most active part 

of the Canadian Shift in Montreal 

 

T̶he Shift is somewhat influenced by gender 

and age of the speakers 
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DISTINCTIVE MONTREALIAN FEATURES 
A̶mong young Canadian women in particular, the pronunciation of 

/̶/ is sometimes low enough to produce potential confusion with 

/æ/, at least when taken out of context 

 

l̶eft, bet → laughed, bat 

 

V̶owel sounds before intervocalic /r/ 

R̶esistance to „merry-marry“ merger 

 

M̶ary vs merry vs marry 
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CULTURAL INFLUENCES 

 

C̶ommunities (Italian, Jewish, British) 

 

S̶urrounded by French 

 

L̶ocal vs. Global prestige 
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Q&A 


