Periods of Art History I: from Prehistory to Trajan

V. The cultures of the Ancient “Near Fast”

Akkadians, Neo-Sumerians, Babylonians, Hittites,
Phoenicians




Plan of the Lesson

1. Akkadian Empire

2. Neo-Sumerians and consolidation of royal power
3. Babylonians

4. Cylinder seals as a constant of mesopotamian “art”
5. Hittites

6. Phoenicians
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Head of a ruler (Sargon the Great?)
Found in Nineveh

Bronze
Akkadian Period, ca. 2300-2200 BCE

Iraqi Museum, Baghdad
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Head of a ruler (Sargon the Great?) ;
Found in Nineveh
Bronze

Akkadian Period, ca. 2300—2200 BCE
Iraqi Museum, Baghdad



Victory stele of Naram-Sin (grandson of Sargon), king of Akkad,
Akkadian petiod, ca. 2250 BCE / Musée du Louvre, Paris




Boundary stone - Kudurru

Kudurru for Sitti-Marduk
c. 1150 BCE
British Museum

Kudurru (stele) of King Melishipak I
(11861172 BCE), Musée du Louvre,
Paris







Neo-Sumerians — Sumerian Renaissance — Ur 111




Statue of Gudea, diorite, 44 x 21,5 x 29,5 cm, neo-Sumerian, c. 2,090 BCE, from
Girsu / Metropolitan Museum, New York




Gudea of Lagash



Old Babylonian Empire: c. 1900 BC — ¢. 1600 BC

' Sh.ekhna
Karkemish '
m SUBARTUM
Karana ? ini
Kurda ? ) «Ninive
YAMKHAD Andarig?  Qattara
- 8 Tuttul Ekallatum ?
Alep Emar .
5
Assur
=] Bt
Qatna Tergan
3 SUHUM
Tadmer Markg .
Harradum
‘, Mankisum ? sEshnunna
=
I égende Hit s :
“ Rapiqum ? __ Der

1. Villes . ELAM
Kish Yille de localisation assurée
Malgium ? Yille de localisation hypothétique algium?
Uruk Yille abandonnée sous le regne de Samsu-iluna 4 g 23

(1750-1712 av. J-C) Kish l\:fashkan-shapfr

; C
2. Evolution du royaume babylonien ¢ grad _N/pp-ur Zabalam
= |
[ Le royaume au début du régne de Hammurabi /s;n Adab aGirsis

1792 av. J-C))

(1792 av. J-C) ; SUMER oot

Territoire dominé de Hammurabi aux rois paléo- ’ 8

p ; Uree Larsa

babyloniens tardifs (1712:1595 av. J-C.)

Extension maximale sous Hammurabi {1792-1750 w Ur
av. J-C) et Samsu-iluna {1750-1712 av. J-C) Er"du



The stele of Hamurabbi code, basalt, c¢. 1792 - -1750 BCE, Louvre




The Burney Relief, Old Babylonian,
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Worshipper of Larsa, copper, c. 1792 BC-1750 BC, Louvre




“To Amurru, his god, for the life of
Hammurabi, king of Babylon, and for
his own life, Lu-Nanna, son of Sin-le’i,
tashioned a copper statuette (in the
attitude) of a suppliant, the face gold-
plated, and dedicated it to him to
(represent) his servant.”



Cylinder seals in Mesopotamia




Cylinder-seal of the Uruk period and its impression, ¢.3100 BC. Louvre Museum.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uruk_period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louvre_Museum

Cylinder seal of First Dynasty of Ur Queen Puabi, found in her tomb,

dated circa 2600 BCE, with modern impression, Iraq, lapis lazuli, 4,2 cm

long, diameter 2,6 cm, Penn Museum, Philedalphia



S
S e Y ST I e
’

VE90060009

we e S VY S V. v oS 0o Y. vv S
Y5000 VW o O §3869 e v\vvn"-v ‘gv vp Sl

900922

5

.\»*u,o} @

O99 99500

96

894

b
X

: . 7
! e N 3

7 {i 4 - y b/ . ~ 57 ) X ]K e » ne . !
g s ’ k. e v
o”n«oooo : 090«00”0000“0 wt"o“i? "&:&00_ S

. _-.-—-—__-————-,_ 5] o




Cylinder seal with heroes dominating lions, chalcedony, Akkadian, ca. 2400-2200 BCE, British Museum, LLondon
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Cylinder seal with royal worshiper before a god on a throne, hematite, ca. 1820-1730 BCE. Metropolitan Museum, New York
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HITTITE EMPIRE

(c. 1300 BC)

[ ] Boundaries X Capital
[ ] Vassal domains O Cities

THRACE

ownuso = o
ILUSA

2 W S EHZ |
3 , MIR A HAPALLA « Epe O ’-
K riti ARZAWA s P;-D,ASSA oruwﬁuwa,- ,.

e Mear FJ D . '’ -
— : — ol T

nuwata : OKuwalbassa KA”':RRA GDNF “r :

% .On.. - . mbﬁnoo T | Adone L
: "' ..—0 - Jlf'y'x' KA & Paha T AC&#'U NT. A O % ' rchemish
g : ff‘( ..@‘ir 7 MITANNI
. MI’ ‘o i

s Euphraies

O "OHomo
AMURRU

O Kadesh

&

AMORITES



* Zalpa 1274 BCE, Battle of Qadesh

— ® Hattusa
i e Nesa
Mill da® p\ P\l p\ :

Alalah’s @ Halub,

Ugarit e

& Qadesh

® Pi-Ramese

]
Memphis ® Heliopolis




Patera, repoussé gold, 14th—13th century BCE,

Ras Shamra-Ugarit, acropolis adjacent to the temple of
Baal, Musée du Louvre, Paris




Ruins of Hattusa, today Bogazkale







Rock carving from Yazilikaya
ca. 1250-1220 BCE




Priest-King or Deity, c¢. 1600 BCE, North Syria, basalt with bone
eyes; overall: 87.6 cm / The Cleveland Museum of Art




Seated goddess with a child, Hittite Empire, 1,300-1,200 BCE, gold, 4,3 x 1,7 x 1,9
cm, Metropolitan Museum, New York




Gold figures of deities, Hittite, 13th century B.C.E., from Carchemish, south-east Anatolia (modern Turkey), largest figure
1.750 c¢cm high



R ' Vessel terminating in the forepart of a bull, silver, Hittite, ca.
Vessel terminating in the forepart of a stag, Silver, gold 14th—13th century BCE, Metropolitam Museum of Art New

inlay, Hittite, ca. 14th—13th century BCE, MET

York


https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search?q=Hittite&perPage=20&sortBy=Relevance&offset=0&pageSize=0
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search?q=Hittite&perPage=20&sortBy=Relevance&offset=0&pageSize=0
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Ivory Plaque with Two Winged Female Figures Flanking
Ivory plaque with ram-headed sphinx, 8th-7th century BCE Lotus Tree from Nimrud, 8th-7th century BC




Stele from Amrit, 9th-6th-century BCE, Musée du Louvre




Bronze bowl from Nimrud (Northwest Palace),

with Egyptianizing motifs, lebeled as "Phoenician"
art. Ca. 9th-8th century BCE. British Museum

Phoenician silver-gilt bowl, 7th—8th centuries BCE
Walters Art Museum



https://www.wikiwand.com/en/articles/Silver-gilt
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/articles/Walters_Art_Museum
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