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This broadening has created greater diversity and increased the copy; on
tural radius. But ir has also created friction and culrural fragmentation_a-s :
ent cultural groups vie for dominance in local, national, and global setrip
emergence and evolution of global culcures since 1945 thus followed ce
as well as centrifugal trajectories. Global cultures were marked by 110rhog¢
tion as well as heterogenization in the major urban centers of the worl
tural interaction produced universal standards of conduct, rights, an
while at the same time they revealed the particular local interpretations o
values. And finally those engaged in cultural exchange negotiated and cc
to negotiate between the demand for conformity and desire for difference. [y
an ever tighter nevwork of global exchange of people, goods, and ideas, the culg
landscape at the turn of the twenty-first century might be more multifa
than it has ever been.
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Introduction

N EARLY June 1940, as war had come to Western Europe, and the people of
aris—those who had not left for other parts of the country—braced themselves
r the impending German invasion, the Paris Opera gave its scheduled perfor-
inance of Jules Massenet’s opera Thais (1894, a story of a religious zealot who tries
to convert a profligate courtesan, only to be enticed and ensnared by her. Merely
handful of people—no more than fifty—came to see the opera, among them a
iéoung diplomat who worked for the Japanese embassy.' He had come from Japan
to Paris to study the philosophy of Blaise Pascal at the Sorbonne, but when war
broke out in 1939, he was recruited by the embassy to reinforce its staff. He served
in the post for four years before leaving for Berlin when the allied powers success-
fully launched their counterattack in Normandy in 1944 and pushed German
forces out of France. Before he left Paris, he visited various parts of France and ran
into prison inmates who had been released and forced ro march on the Nazis’
orders—the phenomenon of what a later historian would call “death marches.”
The marchers included men and women of many religions and nationalities. The
 diplomat never forgot his encounter with these people who had hitherto been
- hidden from public view. In May 1945, when Germany surrendered, the Japanese
- diplomat, his colleagues, their families, and several other civilians (including a
female violinist who had been studying and giving concerts in wartime Europe
© and was to become world famous after the war) were all derained in Bad Gastein,
- Austria. But the State Department in Washington decided to move such person-
- nel to the United States, and as a result they were brought over to Bedford Springs,
' Pennsylvania, in August, where they were confined in a hotel for several months
before being sent back to Japan toward the end of the year”

A story like this diplomat’s may be understood in a number of contexts. At
one level, of course, it is a story of war in which nations try to destroy and defeat
one another. International relations inevitably impact on personal lives, and the

diplomat’s experiences were undoubtedly shaped by the vicissitudes of the Second
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World War. But to end here would be unfair, both to the individual and 1o
It would amount to defining history on the basis of national and interp

faster communication and transportation. Economically, a global market was
nerging: Even so, nation-states retained their predominant roles as definers of

affairs and to consign such personal experiences, along with those of hy oy, in that how nations behaved, both internally and roward one another,

of millions of others, to a mere footnote. But what the diplomat sav cfined the ways in which people lived. A transnational world was in the making

thought about gains significance if it is put in other contexts, such as th the beginning of the twentieth century, bur its momentum was frequently

of music, the movement of people across borders, or encounters amon'g__md st because of the emergence of centralized states and of the rivalries among na-

als of different backgrounds. These themes do not always fit into the large st Jns, in particular among those that were called “great powers.”

war or diplomacy, bur they may have a legitimacy and an integrity of their . One way to comprehend world history after the Second World War, then,

To trace some of these experiences would be to add another layer to the hi ould be to see how nations and international affairs fared and how, parallel to
the world. these phenomena, transnational forces developed. Did a transnational world that
This chapter secks to add such a layer, what may be termed a transna as making its appearance around 1900 survive the turmoil of national and in-
perspective, in our understanding of global developments since the end ternational crises that dotted world history during the first half of the twentieth
Second World War. Transnational history may be understood to mean century? How would the world of 2000 compare with that a hundred years ear-
into the past in terms of phenomena and themes that cuc across national lier in that regard? Here we will trace the transnationalization of the world, as it
aries and in which non-national actors (such as nongovernmental organiz were, by focusing on a few themes—transnational encounters, activities, and
and business enterprises) and entities (civilizations, races, for instance) pla thoughts—to see whether and how a more transnational world had developed by
cial roles. In such an approach, individuals and groups of people become the first decade of the twenty-first century.
volved in history not primarily as members of a national community but thr Transnational encounters—people meeting people across national
other identities (such as migrants, tourists, artists, students, missionaricé); boundaries—can, of course, rake place in war as well as in peace. The young
interactions with one another differ from che usual “international relation Japanese student who first went to Paris to study French philosophy in 1934 had
which states engage with one another in pursuit of some national objective encountered a wide range of people from other countries, in Japan as well as else-
they create their own networks and bridges chat are not identical with terric where. Once in Paris, he, his new wife (who also came from Japan), his children,
boundaries defined by nations. Transnational relations, then, are concept and other members of the family daily met and interacted with students and
distinguishable from international relations, and transnational affairs fron scholars from many countries as well as with neighbors, local store keepers, and
tional affairs. even maids. When war came, some foreign acquaintances (from the Unired States,
Transnational history so understood has existed for a long time. A spectacu for instance) steadily disappeared from France, while new ones, especially from
example is the ancient trade route known as the Silk Road, connecting the L Germany, arrived. Through the family albums and letters, it is possible to trace
with East Asia, in which people of diverse races and religions met and trade - the changing patterns and contents of transnational encounters. After the end of
the modern world, however, particularly since the cighteenth century, the natio the European war in May 1945, these encounters became much more restricted
became the key unit of human activities, first in Europe and then in otherpa  and, unlike earlier, most of the people the Japanese diplomat and others like him
of the globe. Individuals and even non-state actors were now enmeshed withi - had conract with were Americans, both in Europe and in the United States. Such
territorial states. Nevertheless, global transnational connections were steac a story will, of course, have been duplicated millions of times through global
being built throughou the nineteenth century, primarily thanks to technolog - transnational encounters before and during the war. It will be impossible ro be

innovarions such as the telephone, the telegraph, the railroad, and other me - numerically precise about the phenomenon and to say with certainty how much

1 68 1 683 -



AKIRA IRIYE THE MAKING OF A TRANSNATIONAL WORLD

Jarger such circles of cross-border meeting grew after the war, but iy underpinning for imperialism. However, not all religious or quasi-religious
some trends and characteristics in the post-1945 period. logies served the interests and objectives of a state. Some religious and secular

Transnational encounters would be of only statistical interest, ements remained outside the perimeters of national authority and at times

did not produce, or were not part of, transnational activities. Indivi a sought to influence the policies of individual governments. Adherents of

different countries could run into each other wichout producing aﬁy-las ¢ excreme ideologies, such as anarchism, revealed thar transnational thoughe

It is when they decide to participate in some common undertakingg | action could be explicitly directed against the state. More often than not,

from engaging in a conversation to eating the same food, from:en vever, transnational religious and ideological organizations joined forces with

other’s artwork to organizing themselves to promote a cause—that ¢ rgovernmental settings such as the United Nations to promote shared objec-

encounters begin to take on significance. Historically, the bestknownin <es. Many of these activities can be comprehended within the traditional frame-

of transnational activiries would include efforts to share and spread reli orks of national history and international relations. The key, however, is to keep

ideas. To go back to the Japanese diplomar’s example, his parents w nind the possibility that in a variety of settings and contexts, transnational

Friends (or Quakers) as a result of their encounter with American @ rivities steadily expanded throughout modern history, so that the history of the

had come to Japan in the eatly part of the twentieth century. There is orld after 1945 would be incomprehensible without paying close atrention to

a long history of religious accommodation as well as persecution, stori -velopments outside the framework of national and international affairs.
individuals and communities of different religions sometimes come: - Some activities, whether individual or group, would seem to enjoy greater
and develop an ecumenical environment, while in other instances they.cor ronomy and flexibility in building transnational bridges. Literary and artistic
one another, even through violence. We may also add quasi-religious : _'__r productions may be good examples. William Shakespeare is read worldwide, not

ideological movements in the same category of transnational activities: Af because millions are forced to do so by their governments but because people

French Revolution, revolutionary and reformist ideas and movements spi everywhere enjoy, are inspired by, and share the virtual worlds created by the

across national borders. As R. R. Palmer showed nearly half a century ag, venteenth-century English playwright. His plays are performed in many lan-
Age of the Democratic Revolution, ideas of democracy and freedom Ic guages, thus making translation one of the most important means for creating

national boundaries and became Adlanric, if not yer global, movement; transnational networks. For someone who is not a native English speaker to read

actively promoted by poliricians and intellectuals.’ From the middle of the n something in that language is a transnational experience, suggesting that trans-

teenth century, socialism and Marxism grew as transnational ideologie national communities are usually created chrough written and spoken words, in

won millions of converts who organized study groups, cells, and political p increasing instances through English. Indeed, a Chinese may communicate with

to spread the new “gospel.” In the twentieth century, cosmopolitanism, int aJapanese, not just with an American or a European, in English, which both may

tionalism, and ultimately transnationalism were added to global ideologie find easier to learn than the other’s language. The growth of transnational reader-

created advocacy networks operating with their own agendas and momentu ship and audiences may thus be taken as an important index of the increasing
Many of these religious and ideological activities had a political dimensi transnationalization of the world. The same will be true of fine arts, architec-

and thus were part of national affairs and internacional relations. Narions oft ture, music, and other creative activities. No martter their nationalities, areists,

sought to spread their power and influence abroad through converting ot archirectural designers, and musicians create works that are meaningful across

to their faith or ideas. Christian missionary activities were inseparable from national boundaries. Not only do viewers of paintings and audiences at musical

great powers’ colonial acquisitions and governance in the nineteenth centu performances more often than not come from many councries, but increasingly

secular ideology—the notion of civilization and civilizing mission—served - since the last decades of the nineteenth century, art and music have become
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products of transnational influences and collaboration. When the Frene ckefeller Foundation (founded in 1909), the Carnegic Corporation (1922),

ductor of an American orchestra plays German music, and when the i the Ford Foundation (1936)—explicitly promoted educational and cultural

contains a large number of Chinese, Koreans, Russians, and people of hanges to foster what may be called transnational awareness. Where politics

nationalities, it is difficult not to se¢ such a phenomenon as anything od in the way of such transnationalism—as happened when foreigners and

transnational. The same is true of scholarship. The study of histor ws were expelled from German universicies and research centers after the Nazis

fine arts, and music grew steadily more transnational since the late'nine e to power—many were able to go elsewhere to find a more receptive environ-
ent, as exemplified by universities and colleges in the United States that opened

glish history, and art historians from the United States making scholar] eir doors to exiled scholars. Intellectual eransnationalism was challenged by,

butions to the study of Renaissance art. ¢ did not completely succumb to, polirical anti-transnationalism.

Likewise, the Japanese diplomat who went to see an opera in Paris in 1940

enhance a transnational state of mind? This is the third facet of transnat espite the impending crisis that was about to envelop the city may be said to

history, what we may call transnational thought or transnational consciou ave exemplified transnational consciousness in the field of music. There was a

the awareness of linkages across borders and, ultimately, a sense of share ared universe of music that defied national and international “realities.” The

manity, a faith that people can indeed communicate with one another regar apanese violinist who traveled with him across the Aclantic in 1945 was one of

of their diverse identities. To focus on transnational phenomena and the many foreign musicians studying in Europe before and during the war, and in

reviewing the past is, then, to consider whether the world became mor such instances, too, it may be said that both they and their teachers believed in

transnational during a certain period of time. usical transnationalism, as did German musicians, many of them Jewish, who

The development of transnational consciousness may be examined thr continued to conduct and teach far away from Europe during the 19305 and be-

- . . . . . . 5 : - .. . .
some personal experiences. For instance, in studying Pascal in Paris durin yond. They shared the idea that art (in this instance music) was timeless whereas

1930s, the above-mentioned Japanese diplomat and his advisors ebcé_rripii politics was temporary and transient. The view that art is eternally and univer-

the idea that philosophy, of whatever origin or character, has a mean sally valid would contrast with the narrower idea chat each country and each

transcends its national origin and that, more broadly put, scholarship kn: culture had its own musical heritage that could never be transmitted to, lec alone

national boundary. Actually, some professors at the Sorbonne initially.tried te understood or shared by, others. Many states, most notoriously Nazi Germany

discourage the future diplomar, saying thar a quintessentially European thin and its ideologues, sought to promote their own music (as well as other art forms

like Pascal could never be understood by an outsider. Bur others wer such as paintings and cinemas) to enhance national prestige. But such attempts

open-minded. A shared mental universe was created berween them and th did not stifle a transnational appreciation of culeure independently of national

dent, and indeed between the seventeenth-century French philosop policies or narionalistic propaganda. Yan Ni's study of Japanese film in China

rwentieth-century Japanese youth. By then, of course, scholarly transnatiotial during the 1930s shows thar, despite the obvious foreign policy implications of
had been well developed in the West. Even though cultural nationalism so the making of movies by Japanese directors on the continent, their coopera-

times stood in the way, the idea that in scholarly and academic underta tive Chinese counterparts and the enthusiastic Chinese audiences knew how to

national identity mattered much less than personal qualities (intellectual aptitt separate propaganda from art, how to find room for artistic pursuits even while

willingness to learn, receptivity to unfamiliar ideas) had provided the basis they were vehemently opposed to Japanese rule. In such instances, too, artistic

schoiaﬂy and academic cxchang@ programs across national boundarics. Som transnationalism existed side by side \Vith, and ultimately SLIEViVCCl, political

the philanthropic foundations established in the United States—such’as
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In the case of classical European music, an extremely imporea United States many writers spoke the language of universal humanity."” In

transnationalism, it was only around the turn of the ewentiech cengijy n, in contrast, novelists and poets adopted a nationalistic stance and spoke
Gienow-Hecht has shown, that it came to be appreciated very serig edly of the nation’s new mission to expel the West from Asia. As Donald
United States.” There was, as she notes, a shared sensibility, a comm. +ne has documented, their language was narrowly narionalistic and parochial,
that bound Europe and North America together. What about the many of them consciously rejected cosmopolitanism, considering it an out-
world? Classical music arrived in China in the 19205 when an of{';lic_s; gféd Western import.”' It is interesting to note, on the other hand, that many
tablished by European residents of Shanghai, but at first only Westi:'r ericans, including Keene himself, gained an appreciation of traditional Japa-
to hear its performances.” (The Chinese were not even allowed inee literacure during the war. Roger Dingman has pointed out that some US
hall.) Western melodies were introduced to Japan in the late nineteent val personnel who interviewed Japanese prisoners of war discovered facets of
as part of the school curricula and military training, and]apanese't"r@e ] ﬂﬁanesc culture that intrigued them and decided, then and there, to study the
times went to concerts and operas in Western cities. Nagai Kafﬁ,'.-;hc abject furcher once the war was over.® That, too, shows a transnational awareness,
novelist, is said to have been one of the first Japanese to attend the Met s view that certain cultural legacies are of value to the whole world. Somewhart
Opera’s performances in New York in the early years of the centurjr fFerent in setting but no less transnational were literary works published in the
abourt them. He found it a deeply moving experience and lamented ¢ ited States by Chinese American writers. As Xiao-huang Yin has shown, by
own country there was nothing comparable, appealing to universal audie he 1930s several generations of Chinese in the United States had been writing
Outside of classical music, it is well known that jazz, whose origins were tr tories, both in Chinese and in English, and the writers, while uniformly con-
tinental (African and African American), gained its popularity a _o’ii cious of their Chinese background, had begun to strive to transcend their al-
the 19208, including in the Soviet Union, which often invired Africal eged Chineseness. They were influenced by the literary styles and experiments
musicians to perform.” Although the war put obstacles in its path, music f other American writers and were coming to think of their work as both Chi-
nationalism never disappeared. For a vivid example, when Moscow wa ese and American, a worthy addition to world literature, what in our context
siege by German forces, musical scores for Dmitri Shostakovich’s Symphony ould be called transnational literature.”
were smuggled out of Russia and played all over Europe and North: - Lastly, we may consider transnational memory. When the Japanese diplomat
Operas like Richard Strauss’s Capriccio and Benjamin Britven’s Peter Gr 7 eminisced about the war, his personal memory was as much transnational as
composed and performed roward the end of the war and had little or no ational, and he shared it with friends and acquaintances in many parrs of the
do wich nationalistic emotions but appealed o audiences all over the wotl vorld. The same would be true of virtually everyone throughout the world who
their universal chemes—in Capriccio the delicate balance berween: mu vas old enough in the early 19405 to retain some memory of the global confla-
literature, and in Peter Grimes the problem of alienation and social os gration. Each individual involved in the conflict, whether directly or indirectly,
When in Capriccio the heroine sings that the arts are for the whole w would retain personal memories of the war, and che bulk of those memories
mighe be framed within national dramas, the stories of being drafted and sent to

he battlefield, killing enemies so as not to be killed by them, staying at home

thae the opera has no ending, it was as if Strauss, despite the fact that politi
he never distanced himself from Nazism, was transmitting the message of
nationalism to a world devastated by war, that the military conflict woul and being engaged in arms production, in teaching, and other pursuits to enhance
come to an end, as did all temporal affairs, but that art would live on for ational power, being invaded by enemy forces, secing their homes destroyed. Such
Transnational consciousness may be fostered by literature even in tim emories, while differing from individual to individual, also constitute national

war. While patriotic writing was encouraged, Paul Fussell’s study shows th ‘memories.'® There are memories shared by all Americans, all Chinese, and so
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forth, and these national memories are transmitred from generatio
tion through history education, books, historical exhibitions, and s for

Can there be such a thing as transnational memory? May Amer
Germans, or Chinese and Japanese, be said to have certain wartime v
common? Or, if not wartime memories, do they have a sense of a.é_,
whether going back for centuries or with regard to more recent experien
as September 11—the terrorist bombings against the United States'
study of transnational history would have to raise such questions, for
memory constitutes an essential part of history. To ask whether the
thing as shared transnational memory, then, requires dealing with fund
methodological issues in studying transnational history. Here Mar'_ﬁm
and Kiran Patel have made important suggestions in their edited vohim
peanization in the Twentieth Century.”” They, and the contriburors to t
argue that there is such a thing as a “community of shared memory” th:
national, at least in the European context. Europe for them may be
such a community. This memory includes what Europeans remember of th:

Macedonian soldier carries an urn with the ashes of Macedonian Jews during the opening of the

ranging from calamirous wars co cultural achievements. Both negative oleeaust Memorial Center in Skopje in 2011. This and other Holocaust memeorial musenms in

tive records are part of the shared memory, and all Europeans “remem| rious counrics show how a human tragedy is shared worldwide. (AFP/Getty Images)

as the key to their identity. Can there be other communities of shared
_ sure, even today, nearly seventy years after the end of the global conflice, the war
America? Does each of such geographically specific regions also constitu nds to be remembered in nation-specific contexts. Personal memories are given
of common legacies? For that matter, can North America and Europe b neaning as part of national memories. Still, the very fact that the act of remem-
._ ering the Second World War cuts across national boundaries makes it a trans-
regions that border on the ocean? Or, to ger away from geography, can rac national experience. More specifically, certain generations in different countries
gions, or civilizations share memory? If Western civilization, for instarice, may may remember the war in their own specific ways. Those born before 1925 or there-
defined as a community of shared memory, how about other civilizations about were old enough to be directly involved in the war, the male half of them

Ulrimately such questions lead to shared global memory, or comm.bn l.i'aving been combatants, while women experienced the conflict at home, This
heritage. Do all people, regardless of where they live or their national, generation is now in their eighties and nineties, buc regardless of where they live,
they scem to retain the memory of the wartime experiences as the defining mo-
ment of their lives. In contrast, the majority of those who came into the world
world history, the history of the world in which globally shared develop after 1925 but before 1940 seem to have their own memories of the war years thar
are the focus of inquiry? : are somewhar different from their elders’. It may well be that there is such a thing
It may be suggested that for those old enough to have experienced the § asa globally shared generational memory. Whether or not the postwar generarions

have also developed transnational memories is a question that will be addressed in
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various places in the subsequent sections. Regardless of which gencrét' r. Postwar Tr dﬂSﬂdinﬂdZiSﬁi

belongs to, however, there may be such a thing as transnational memor
individuals, whatever their nationality, age, or other identities, join i
tive effort to understand the past. When a teacher in an Illinois middl
asks his students to discuss how President Harry S. Truman madé'f
to drop atomic bombs on Japan, and whether he might have chosen not to
both teacher and students are engaged in memory sharing, an activity that MAY begin our inquiry into postwar transnational history by going back
no national or other bounds. When the composer John Adams and the |j he question of whether there are memories of the Second World War shared
Peter Sellars produce an opera—Dr. Aromic—in which the singer Pl.aY 1oss national boundaries. Books and essays continue to be written on the war;
role of J. Robert Oppenheimer remarks, seconds before the detonarion o ¢ overwhelming majority of these focus on one belligerent or another. At the
first nuclear device over New Mexico, “There are no more minutes, me time, however, attempts have been made to consider the experiences of the
seconds! Time has disappeared; it is Eternity that reigns now,” they ar ar as a global, human event in which moral dilemmas and tragic outcomes tran-
people of all countries to ponder the coming of the atomic age."® Historic

ory is being shared transnationally.

ended narional boundaries.”” The development of a transnational perspective
 the war constitutes an important aspect of post-1945 history. It is true that in
A key framework for chis discussion will be how, through such experie the immediate aftermath of the conflict, in particular during the war crimes tri-
transnationalism as an idea and an attitude developed after the Second W, als, separate national memories were pitted against one another. As German and
War. The term zransnationalism is used here rather than the more tradi ;fpanesf: military and political leaders were brought to trial, sharply contrasting
cosmopolitanism and internationalism, concepts that are no less valid but p ha stories of the prewar and war years were presented, prosecurors representing
more appropriate for other, less transnational ages. Internationalism may_bc_._ 4 the victorious nations seeking to construct a past in which Germany, Japan, and
as an idea of fostering cooperation among nations through inter-state coo their allies had engaged in a conspiracy to rule the world, while the defendants
tion, and cosmopolitanism usually refers to a state of mind among educa _éd argued on the basis ofa different historical memory, in Germany’s case going back
that seeks to appreciate different national traditions. Transnationalism to the injustices of the Versailles peace sectlement, and in Japan’s even farther
ideology, in contrast, underlies the efforts by private individuals and non back, to the nineteenth century, which was recalled as the time when Western
actors in various countries to establish bridges toward one another and to engag powers began their subjugation of Asia. And there were differing readings of
in common activities. It reflects, and strengthens, attempts ae understandi international law. The United States and its wartime allies, for instance, cited the
historical as well as current developments as being made up of cross-borde pl Hague conventions of 1899 and 1907 as well as [ater agreements such as the Geneva
nomena, shared concerns, and global human perspectives. " Protoco[ of 1925 and the Pact of Paris of 1928 to accuse Germany and Japan of
having committed crimes of war (such as the mistreatment of prisoners of war)
and against peace; the defendants’ lawyers cited the same laws to argue that the
prosecuting countries had themselves violated international law in attacking and
killing unarmed civilians through their strategic bombing raids. Quite apart from
such differences, the two sides represented conflicting memories of the past. Al-
though in the end memories held by one side were rejected and war criminals were

punished, these contrasting memories would remain. Even among the allies,
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i i i i i of the
sharply divergent national memories of the war soon came to be ¢g ] as people all over the world, of course wanted to know the impact

. . . . i = . g . o5 did not
with Americans and Russians, for instance, producing separate account omic bombs on cities and individuals, but US occupation authorities did no

. . . . . S = i i jctims. ituation began to
victory had been achieved. Nation-specific memories have not disappe: fisst allow civilians even to interview the victims. Bue the situation beg

3 - . - . - +
will continue to be preserved through history education, national muse ange after John Hersey's Fliroshima was published in the United States in 1947.

: . A . 22
other means ¢ had first appeared as an article in New Yorker in August 1946.”*) Hersey was

At the same time, however, there were innumerable instances of trang; - of the first to visit Hiroshima, and his report almost overnight made nuclear

ally shared experiences in the immediate aftermath of the war, experienc ar part of global consciousness, to such an exeent that within ten years after the

would eventually come to be remembered by people of victorious an ar a powerful transnational movement began to emerge against further uses of

countries alike. Take, for instance, the story of Anne Frank, who had b <uch weapons. Such consciousness grew in both sides of the wartime conflict and

den in a house in Amsterdam to protect her, as she faced deporration and became a powerful inserument for reestablishing a sense of restored humanity.
death because she was Jewish. Her memory became widely shared when her d;
was translared shortly after the war and read by hundreds of thousand
ply by those belonging to the wartime generation but by the younger ge
as well. Likewise, Viktor Frankl’s acconnt of his internment at a Nazi ¢
which he published as a book in the early 19505, served o arouse a glo a
ness of what had gone on in the camps. (It is reported that when it was publis
in Japanese translation in 1956, it immediately became a best seller an
through twelve printings in two months.*®) Even before the 1960s, whe
number of books on Nazi Germany, in particular its persecution of Jews, beg
be published, it may be said that, quite apart from political phcnomen;_i-.hk
war crimes trials, something like a transnational memory of the Second:W
‘War was already in the making. Concerning the Pacific theater of th
would rake much longer to develop a transnationally shared memory of t
which went back to 1931 and lasted for fourteen years. There was no counterp
to Frank’s or Frankl’s writings to be shared across national boundaries, and
to this day, the failure to generate a shared community of memory. milit:
against the establishment of an Asian counterpart to the European Unic
we will see. The Japanese atrack on Pear] Harbor that began the Pacific phas
the Second World War almost instantaneously generated a shared memoryfo
American people that would continue for generations without evoking its cou
terpart in Japan, although in time veterans from the two countries would
meeting together to commemorate the event.” About one of the morﬁept_o

events in the Pacific War, the dropping of atomic bombs, there was at ﬁrst_ln_:t ¢ The atomic bombing of Hiroshima on August 6, 1943. It not only led o Japan’s surrender but also

information, shared or not, about the secret weapon. Americans and ]apan_ésc-,- . signaled the beginning of a nuclear age. (IWM via Gerry Images)
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Similar observations may be made about the occupation of Germa h men and women, who would join them in the endeavor. It may well be that
Japan, and other countries by US, USSR, British, French, Chine

forces. At least as far as Western Europe and Japan are concerned; the

h occupiers and occupied shared a “memory” of the 19205, which both saw as
ving been a promising period for democracy and peace for Japan, before it

exist a shared memory of the occupation in which the occupied popula; iched an aggressive war in the following decade.” Women's rights were a

into contact with Americans, British, French, and other occupier ticularly significant issuc inasmuch as Japanese women had not enjoyed the

both sides gained a knowledge of each other more closely than i ht to vote and had been reared in the traditional ethos of submitting them-

a
same would not be true of Germans and Russians. As Norman Na ?vcs to their husbands and parents-in-law. The new constitution guaranteed
shown in Russians in Germany, the Russian zone of occupation Was: 6 ..nder equality, and soon women became active in Japanese politics as well as
cive to creating a shared memory, certainly not a sense of transnarional ypular culture and education. Americans came to know a number of these
ity.” Even here, however, the fact remains that, like the war that_.tl men, and collecrively they transformed their image of Japan, paralleling the
fought, the Russian occupation of East Germany, Poland, Hungary :fvelopments in Germany.
nations was an experience shared by the same generation in all thes_é:_c_ .~ All chese may still be considered aspects of a geopolitical phenomenon, the
How an occupation experience may have given rise to transnatio cupation of Japan by the United Srates and its allies. The eransnational connec-
sciousness may be illustrared by taking a closer look at the American ons in postwar Japan were not exactly berween equals. Nevertheless, occupiers
of Japan. Transnational and ctranscultural encounters through milit d the occupied gained knowledge of cach other to an extent never seen before
tion were particularly revealing in Japan, where most of the occup ¢ war, and some of them developed transnational linkages that would in time
were US soldiers. Aside from American missionaries in Japan and Japan form a basis for their shared memory of those years. A significant number in
migrants in the United States, there had been lictle direct encounter b he US occupation personnel were attracted to the traditional Japanese theater,
individual Japanese and Americans before the war. This changed literall e babuki and the 76, and became their enthusiastic introducers to Western
night, however, upon the arrival of US occupation personnel in Japa diences. Others translated modern Japanese literary works, thus incorporat-
19.45. After the surrender ceremony on the battleship Missouri in Tokyc g them into the corpus of world literature. Many army and navy officers would
September 2, American Gls became a common sight all across the count in time go back to the United States and contribute to the inauguration and
primary task, of course, was to ensure peace and order, bur in many othe; rengchening of Japanese studies in the West. This was not something that had
as well the occupiers came into closer contact with che occupied. Asin G been anticipated in the official guidelines for the occupation of Japan and may
wormen often were the conduit between the two groups of people thus be seen as an important feature of transnational connections emerging out

of the Second World War.

women, initially mostly in prostitution but in time involving other type: The same thing can be said of the Japanese reception of American culture.

Shibusawa has shown, from the very beginning Gls were involved wit

sociation.™* Of such associations, postwar reforms were of primary signifi part from baseball, a limited number of Hollywood movies, and architectural
occupation authorities under the command of General Douglas MacA__'u h gems (such as the Imperial Hotel) designed by Frank Lloyd Wright and other

determined to remake Japan, putting away its militaristic and authoritari Americans, the average Japanese person’s knowledge of the United States had been
to turn Japan into 2 modern democracy. MacArthur’s staff included a num extremely limited before the war. Now, however, schools began to teach some-
officers who had been active in the New Deal era or otherwise involved ir thing about democracy, English textbooks introduced scenes from American life,
and culeural changes in the United States. They were eager to help transf scholars belatedly began to study US history and politics, and ordinary citizens

pan, and in this process they came into contact with a large number of Japan: came into contact with American food, such as canned corned beef, which was
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introduced to the Japanese diet for th i
< tne s ; R .. .
P fiest time thanks ro MacA Lomes, or going back to their original lands. Such movements by definition
e transnational individuals, but whether they share positive memories of

experience varies from people to people, from circumstance €0 circumstance.

mination to prevent a famine thar threarened the country after the
fondness for American food, just like a similar phenomenon in ¢

Austria, may initially have been a product of occupation policy, bu{2
the occupation and was to grow stronger in the subsequent yca'rs;'.' Pe
more instrumental in familiarizing the Japanese with American i
ture were the Hollywood movies. As Hiroshi Kitamura shows in' S
lightenment, there were clearly political objectives behind the choices
be screened in postwar Japan, whose leaders also sought to take ady,
Hollywood productions to make their task of reforming the country
But one should also note thar the viewers who went to see these m
an exeellent view of American home life, food, clothes, and all otI{er 5
middle-class living that would in time become a transnationally sha;cd
the good life to aspire to.

1, the story of postwar migrations seems to constitiite an important part of
red global memory.
Actheend of the Second World War there were roughly two billion people on
¢ planet, of whom about eleven million, or a little over o.s percent, were ourside
éir own countries”” Strikingly, the number of such people—migrants, broadly
—did not diminish but increased drastically afeer 1945. Because the Second
orld War had involved far more military and civilian casualties than ever be-
e, it left a staggering number of families who had lost someone in the war, and
«ome of these families joined other migrants in search of a new home. Moreover,
o many pares of the world the war’s end signaled che beginning of conflict within
B mwhose ranksch bl | wpires where anticofonial forces sought to stop the colonizers from returning
ulk of the US occupati
nel came and who, in Japan, experienced the occupation, there seems wol
generated a memory that is still fresh today, the awareness thart cheir inde
ing of US-Japanese relations goes back to the immediate postwar years.
mation of such memory is one of the most significant aspects of transn
consciousness. To the extent that those involved in the occupation b &ue
their memories to those who came after them, much of how the postwa .zg
tion came to understand contemporary history would hinge on the tra'ﬁsm
of these memories. How do the post-1945 generations in both the Unired St
and Japan, and by extension elsewhere, view and react to their eldcrs’: i
tional experiences? Do they share the memories of the older generation?f(l)'
they developed their own understandings of the recent past? These are CJ.CEJ‘.'cmEL
important questions that remain to be explored. -

the prewar systems of imperialism. In such areas yiolence continued unabated,
the process creating large waves of migrants. Allin all, several years after 1945
were a period of unusual global migrations. Migrations, of course, did not end
hen but have continued to this day, but the immediate postwar years were unpre-
dented in that the bulk of migrants consisted of involuntary refugees, whereas
frer the 196os a growing number of them would be associared with global eco-
nomic opportunities.

The key question in this context would be to what extent migrations were
ewed as shared experiences that constituted an important aspect of the post-
war world. It would seem that the experiences of Jewish people came to be widely
iewed as one such example. Arguably, Jews had been among the most transna-
onal of ethnic communities, and so it was a brutal irony of fate that under the
‘Nazis their transnationality had been confirmed in the concentration camps
where they awaited their death. In the process they encountered many national-
ity groups— German, French, Polish, and others—almost always in an environ-
- ment of mutual incomprehension and horror. This became even more pronounced
i the last months of the war when Jews and other prison inmates were released
' and forced o march to uncertain destinations. They were not to be liberated by
invading enemy forces, so ordered Adolf Hitler, but were to be taken to other

(in many instances undetermined) destinations. In the process of their “death

Migration as a Shared Experience

Also important ro transnational consciousness during the immediate: post
years were the experience and memory of cross-border migrations. The im
ate postwar years are recalled by millions of people as having been the time wh
they crossed borders, often several times, before finally settling down in
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marches,” they were taunted, abused, and even attacked by civilian Gesn cen million of them lost their homes in the process, being forced to be repatri-

others who came into contact with them. The fact that a significant what now was determined by the allies as the new, postwar Germany. They
the death marchers were non-Jewish made these marches an even mo . +d a transnational identity as wartime and postwar migrants, exemplifying a
transnational phenomenon.® (It should be remembered that the v1cu' heme in contemporary world history. Although fewer in number, hundreds
Holocaust and rargets of other exterminations included Roma ori usands of overseas Japanese, along with abour two million soldiers on the
well as communists, homosexuals, and the mentally ill—all of whe n continent, were sent back to a Japan homeland that had now shrunk to
be considered transnational humans.) - oll prmapal islands. Many died in the long trek home; some left their children
From such tragic ciccumstances, a sense of common humanity epy nd, entrusting {or selling) them to Chinese families’® Their experiences
some of the survivors recounted their experiences, making the whole -.\'\i"o'r'i re not drastically different from those of European migrans.
of them. The term genocide came to be used to describe what had beer The construction of shared memory might become more complicated when
focus on waves of human migration that accompanied decolonization and

tion building in Asia, the Middle East, and Africa. In the European colonies in

them, the underlying assumption being thar what the Jews and others
through constituted a denial of their humanity, that the crimesicom
against them amounted to the refusal to concede human existence to a: ég ucheast Asia, local communities and their leaders organized anticolonial move-
of the world’s population. As Bruce Mazlish has noted, the term ¢ o nts to prevent a return to the prewar condition. In French Indochina, the
humanity was first used during the First World War to refer to the | wch East Indies, and British Malaya, violent clashes broke out and continued
hundreds of thousands of Armenians in Turkey?” The term was adopte years between colonizer and colonized, in virtually all cases resulting in the
Nuremberg Trials to indict the Nazi atrocities committed against Jews
1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights promulgated by the Unite
tions was the final step in establishing the transnational concept of ki
Quite clearly, then, the suffering of Jews and others had generared a ne

ness, a transnational memory that went beyond separate namonal 0

epariation of Europeans. The overriding ideology of those engaged in colonial
ndependence was nationalism, which on irs surface seems like an antichesis of
ransnationalism. However, as Sugata Bose and others have argued, anticolonial
ationalism at least in South Asia could be comprehended within the framework
“fcosmopolitanism.” “If nationalism was the main political project of resistance
memories. 1 the ancicolonial era, cosmopolitanism was the main ethical project—and both
f these operated together.”* The leaders of the anticolonial movement, such as
Mohandas Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Muhammad Ali Jinnah, saw them-

elves as representing universal principles, so that while they struggled for na-

It may also be added rhat many Jews who had left Germany and oth
of Europe after the Nazis came to power had had their own transnational
ences that, put together, came to constitute an integral part of postwar m
Some lefr for Palestine and other destinations as early as 1933, while others s ional independence, their nationalism was not only not incompatible with trans-
until the Reichsprogromnacht (which Nazi propaganda called Reichskristallnacht,

of 1938 forced them to leave. Their destinations ranged from Britain to th

ationalism but was very much a part of the wotld order emerging in the wake
f the war.

States, from Argentina to Manchuria, but the sum total of their migratio Ironically, as indigenous populations successfully achieved liberation and set
came part of the saga, the experiences of migrants who included many othe p their own states, they experienced the same problems of governance thar the
nic and national populations, such as Estonians, Latvians, and Lithuanians w. olonial powers had: the demarcation of territorial boundaries and the adminis-
having been ruled by Russians, then by Germans, and, once again after th tration of a complex mix of ethnic communities, including their education and
public welfare. As had happened in the wake of the Fiest World War when new

states {Turkey, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, and many others) had to struggle

by Russians, eventually settled outside Europe. And then there were Germ
Silesia and other provinces that became incorporated into Poland after the
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with these problems, in the process creating millions of repatriates ctern history. Bur we can also put them in the framework of the search for a

persons, after 1945 waves of migrants found themselves removed from red past. Both Jews and Arabs had a long sense of history going back for centu-

and often ending up in refugee camps. Even in the allegedly cosmo li but unforrunately there was little that was transnational about their under-

Asia, where three new states (India, Pakistan, and Ceylon) were create, 1ding of the recenc past. Before the war there were fewer than 400,000 Jews

out of the British Empire, there were no mutually recognizable bc_mh Palestine; by the time the new nation was proclaimed in 1948, the number

to make marters worse, India and Pakistan were defined in part:by 4 increased to 650,000, one of the most remarkable transnational migrations

groupings within those uncertain boundaries. India saw itself modern times. In contrast, there were more than one million Arabs in Pales-

country consisting of Hindus and Buddhists, whereas Pakistan was estab ¢ in 1945, of whom 600,000 to 700,000 were expelled from their homes dur-

an Islamic nation. As a result, millions of Muslims moved from whit no and in the aftermath of the Arab-Israeli war chat followed the creation of the

India into areas belonging to Pakistan, while Hindus and Buddhists tx te of Israel in 1948. Hundreds of villages were completely depopulated, and

the opposite direction, It is estimated thar some 17.9 million peoplé mov bandoned villages bulldozed or settled by Israclis.*® These broad statistics are

their original homes and that 14.5 million eventually settled in one of ot contested, but the two sides had sharply contrasting views of what they

established countries, indicating that over 3.4 million died or becarr;ae_ mis eant, views that constituted an integral part of the remembered past. Genera-

the process. Other religious groups, such as Sikhs and Christians; m ons of Palestinians had lived in the area, which had been part of the Otroman

ferred to live in the new India. Reminiscent of the cthnic exchange ¢

mpire but became a British mandate after the First World War. Most of the
place after the Great War between Turkey and Greece, the South As

alestinian refugees, then, believed they had the right to expect to return to their

ment uprooted people from the homes in which they had lived for gener nds. Jewish memory was of altogecher different character, most crucial of which

But the situation there was even more serious because of the ambiguous fron as the history of their persecution under the Nazis. Those who had moved to

Furthermore, even among the Muslim majority in Pakistan, those in th alestine after 1933, now joined by waves of others after the war, believed thar if

region remained restive, secking to build their own country, separate f; odern history suggested anything, it was the absolute imperative of having a

stan. In Ceylon, in the meantime, where the majority were Buddhists, che ation that people could call their own, a state that would protect them against

comprising nearly 20 percent of the population and embracing the Hindu fa nternal and external enemies. The Arab refugees shared such a view, but their

likewise sought to follow the principle of national self-determination. Ma idea of a new Palestinian state differed sharply from what emerged as Israel thac

those who were unwilling to be ruled by the majority crossed the sea to en as defined by its founders as a Jewish nation, and it would have been an awkward

live in southern India. In such circumstances, it would be difficult to cr tuation if all che Palestinian refugees had returned to their homes in Palestine,

community of shared memory in the region. And yet, to the extent cha constituting a majority of the population. Jews would have been ournumbered

issues were all aspects of post-1945 history, there was something rransnatio by Arabs, and although the former had a longer life expectancy—within a few de-

abour their experiences; they were not unique to South Asia but became cades, Israel would emerge as one of the world’s leaders in this regard—the pros-

similar developments elsewhere. Nationalistic antagonisms, as it were, wer pect for a Jewish stare did not look promising unless the bulk of the Palestinian

nationalized. It remained to be seen whether, in such circumstances, som Arabs were kept out. (And the birth rate among Palestinians would remain ex-

arching transnational perspective would in time develop. tremely high until the final decade of the twentieth century.) The result was that

Even more serious in this regard was the question of memory in Palest the Palestinians would not have their own state but would continue to live in the

The birth of Isracl and the consequent struggle between Israelis and Pﬂlﬂ:Sf__ refugee camps that were created for them on the west bank of the Jordan River.

Arabs are, of course, key events in post194s international history and in M There would be no sharing of historical memory in such circumstances.
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This did not prevent the Israelis or the Palestinians, however, from te;
their sense of transnational linkages to the rest of the world. "ﬂle'nﬂv_}
Israel invited Jews around the world to join the new nation or else to supy
existence and well-being. It should be noted, at the same time, that ¢}
fate of Jewish people became part of global memory. The images of the:
caust, the Warsaw uprising of 1943 when Jewish residents in the city. stagy
organized resistance to the Nazi occupiers, and Jews scattered all over th
both during and after the war quickly became part of shared, transnatio
tory. The Palestinian Arabs, too, had their own transnational links tg
elsewhere. The majority of them were citizens of their own states, some
Turkey), some new (Pakistan, Malaya, Indonesia). The new Arab states suc
Libya, Syria, and Egypt refused to recognize the state of Israel. The series o
tary conflicts between these two was an important chapter in postwar
tional affairs, but in the history of transnationalism, at this time the worlc
community of Arabs and Muslims was less successful than the Israelis arnd Jew:
imparting a sense of transnational solidarity. Why this should have been th
is one of the most critical questions in the history of the world in the i imim
afrermath of the war that awaits investigation.

espite all such contrasts, however, refugees, forced migrants, and's . . . . . .
D P ' 8 & ’ Sate Unauthorized immigrancs crossing the US-Mexican border during the nighe, April 1951, Migra-

ions, both legal and illegal, have been a major transnational theme in world history since the end of
he Second World War. (Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images)

people were not just statistics but individeal humans—living at the very mom
when the notion of “human rights” was being enshrined as a basic value in-
postwar world. No matter where they lived, they had to be cared for, at least
principle. Their livelihoods, their health, and their education were matre
public concern, not merely private affairs. Although these problems were prim zations such as the UN as well as a host of privare nongovernmental bodies,
ily wichin the jurisdiction of separate states, and thus belong more in natio could step in and undertake the task. Because migrations were by definition a
than in transnational history, the whole conception of “welfare srate” was bece .: transnational phenomenon, it is not surprising chat migranes’ well-being became
ing transnational. As Rana Mirrer has shown, hundreds of thousands of wa ' the concern of international entities, most notably the United Nations Relief
refugees in China, expelled from their homes during the war with Japa ~ and Rehabilitation Agency (UNRRA). Here, too, was another instance where a
fronted the Nationalist government with a major task, which it undertook within - transnational world was being constructed.
the framework of the incipient notion of the state’s responsibility for society
we!i'-bcmg?"‘ From Europe to North America, from the'Mlddle Ez:«st to.Eas Intellectual and Cultural Exchanges
the immediate postwar years were notable because public welfare, just like hum

rights, was globally seen as a matter of public policy for all countries. And whe It is possible to raise the same kinds of questions about the transnational under-

governments failed to fulfill their obligations in this regard, international organ standing and memory of the Cold War as those discussed in connection with the
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Second World War and with postwar migrations. In the aftermach’ ‘The Rockefeller, Ford, Carnegie, and other foundations in the United States

War, it became possible for researchers from both sides of the geopolitic ere particularly active promoters of inernational educational and cultural ex-

to explore together the evidence and to seek to construct a comprehensib] nges in the aftermath of the war. The Rockefeller Foundation inaugurated

understanding of the confrontation between the United States and'th ¢ Salzburg Seminar in American Studies as early as 1947 in order to reestablish
Union, with their respective allies and satellites, that defines one f: et ' nd expand contacts berween Americans and Europeans, in particular Germans
1945 history. With the opening of the archives in the former Soviet Unjps ﬁd Austrians, so as to promote postwar reconciliation. It is not surprising that
irs Eastern allies as well as in the People’s Republic of China, the Cold W 1 task of reconciliation was considered to be a fit arena for private foundations’
may now constitute a chapter in the shared memory of all people.” At th rivities. While official policy might be dictared by geopolitical interests, pri-
time, the Cold War fundamentally entailed international alliances ar e, nonprofit organizations were in a position to fund and direct their own
endas. From modest beginnings the Salzburg Seminar grew into one of the
to divide the globe, and if possible to freeze the status quo on that basis, ngestlasting and most successful exchange programs across the Atlantic. Cold
encourage the growth of transnational consciousness. A universal conce War perceptions and policies did creep into such activities, but the geopolitical
humanity would have been difficult to sustain when the “Soviet” and the ruggle did not define all aspects of exchange programs, which rended to move
erner” seemed to dominate and divide Earth’s human population. ith their own momentum. Some nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) were

Frank Ninkovich, Volker R. Berghahn, Richard Pells, and others ha{{rc-;s
that Cold War strategic thinking propelled the United States to engage i

aware of the danger thar their work might be co-opted, even subverted, by calcu-
lations of state policy and strategy and were determined to maintain their au-
tura) diplomacy in order to produce and preserve pro-American views in tonomy as much as possible. There was ample space for privare iniciatives in their
Asia, and elsewhere.’® The Central Intelligence Agency, in particular, wa endeavor to promote postwar reconciliation and mutual understanding. As Rowan
to promote cultural activities abroad that gave people favorable images o Gaither, president of the Ford Foundation, noted in 1951, “The ulrimarte condi-
United States and spread negative ones of the Soviet Union. Voice of Ame tions of peace include minimum levels of economic well-being and health, en-
(VOA), a foreign broadcaster established and funded by the US governme

ing the war to counter Axis propaganda, became an arm of diplomacy in

hanced world understanding, and a world order of law and justice.”” Of these
various objectives, “enhanced world understanding” was particularly important
when it was transferred to the State Department. The languages that VOA tran as something that private foundations could undertake. Large and small founda-
mitted in included Russian and Arabic. The Soviet Union tried to prevent it tions in the United States brought an increasing number of students, scholars,
zens from listening to VOA broadcasts by jamming the transmissions. Mos journalists, artists, and many others from Europe, Asia, and elsewhere, and at
was engaged in its own transnational cultural strategy, bringing students fi the same time provided funding for “international area studies” during the
1950s. (These private initiatives were matched by the federal government under

- the Nacional Defense Education Act of 1958, which funded foreign language

Asia and Africa to inculcate in them Marxist orthodoxy and to turn them aga
Western colonialistn and imperialism. Still, these activities should not al
subsumed under the rubric of Cold War history. Often, as will be seen, the ve - study at US universities, with an initial emphasis on Chinese, Japanese, Arabic,
projects that were seeking to produce cultural warriors in the global geopoli . Portuguese, Russian, and Hindi-Urdu.)
cal struggle berrayed the sponsors and developed their own agendas. In the ¥ These programs were by definition productive of transnarional encounters.
moreover, governmentally initiated projects were just a pare of the large- - Staristically, the postwar years saw a spectacular increase in the number of exchange
postwar undertaking in cultural and educational exchange aimed at fosteri students and other personnel, at first centered in the United States but by the early

international understanding and transnational thought. 1960s in many other countries as well. The Fulbright exchange program, initiated
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in the United States in 1947, was the best known of such projects 49. His writings on “the authorirarian personality,” among other subjects,

not least because thousands of German and Japanese students wer. ame very influential as they offered a way to understand the developmenr of
first beneficiaries. Their presence in campuses across the nation did a gr ism, Nazism, and other forms of totalitarianism in prewar Europe. A large
bring about postwar reconciliation—and the effort at undersrandihg.t mber of other refugee scholars from Germany were invired by the New School
past beter, at sharing historical memory, is a key aspect of such rece ':gochi Research in New York, whose graduate program in the social sciences
Although a governmentfunded program, the Fulbright program wa .came a new home for their research and teaching.
administered by nongovernmental bodies, both in Washington and 4 These exile scholars were exemplars of intellectual transnationalization in
universities and research centers. There were smaller-scale foundation ¢ they brought their scholarship to a large number of American colleges, uni-
promoted international student exchanges. One, led by the Americ esities, and research institutes and shared their ideas with students and schol-
Service Committee, a Quaker organization, established seminars and worl of the host nation. The latter, in turn, incorporated the fresh perspectives
in Japan and other parts of Asia to bring Americans, Japanese, and others tou: ming from Europe and expanded their intellectual horizons. Most of the volu-
to share common experiences and to explore the possibilities for an interde inous writings by the German sociologist and political theorist Max Weber,
world. Their experiences were by no means uniform, buc they invarjably; '_ instance, became available in English cranslacion for the first time after the
uted to creating a sense of cross-border encounter and engagement. To : ar—the only significant exception was his Protestant Ethic and the Rise of
dents and educared people from other lands was to engage in a tra.:.]s_na_; wpitalism, whose English version had been published in 1930—and made an
experience, out of which developed a sense of common humanity. ormous impact on the study of history, in particular the rise of the modern
In this connection, it is pertinent to note certain scholarly developm pitalist West and the contrast between it and the rest of the world. What came
culrural trends, broadly considered, that provided underpinnings for the to be known as modernization was frequently derived from Weber’s thought,
ing transnationalism. During the war and in the immediate postwary, ' which stressed religious and intcilectuai preconditions for socioeconomic trans-
United States began to emerge as the world center of scholarship, in part be formation. Such perspectives were welcomed in the West, as they seemed to chal-
of its principal role in mobilizing global resources for war, and also becaus lenge Marxism’s emphasis on material factors and class relations as engines of
the haven for many refugee scholars from Europe and (to a lesser extent) els change. Weberism and Marxism were both transnational perspectives, though,
Norted scientists and humanities scholars, some but by no means all of in that they offered theories for understanding social phenomena that cut across
were of Jewish background, had left their countries, especially Germany; ¢ national boundaries. At a time when the Cold War was making Marxism, be-
refuge elsewhere to continue with their scholarly activities. A significant num cause of its anticapitalist implications, an alien ideology to shun, exiled scholars
of them, such as Erich Auerbach, a distinguished scholar of comparative | contributed to keeping it alive. In the meantime, Freudian theory spread to North
ture, spent the war years in Turkey and then moved to the United Statesa and South America as well as Australia and other countries after the war and be-
war. Others, such as Enrico Fermi and a large number of other scientists, ca gan to influence scholarly writings in history and the social sciences. Both Marx-
the United States to work on nuclear arms and related projects and stayed after ism and Freudianism had obvious ideological and political implications, but those
war to teach and do research at various universities. Several scholars asso ~ implications transcended specific national limits, the former stressing the possi-
with the noted Frankfurt School, which had flourished as a center of learni . bility of understanding modern world history in a global framework, and the
the social sciences, also ended up in the United States. Theodor W. Adorno, latter the identities of subnational groups such as racial minorities.”
ably the most influential of them, was at Princeton in 1938—1941 and at the Unl In other fields, too, transnational émigré scholars made a significant impact

sity of California, Berkeley, for seven years afterward before returning to Germ ~ upon the postwar scholarship. The study of comparative literature, for instance,
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was given an enormous boost through the infusion of European tit of McCarthyism in the United States, for instance, steps were taken to

brought to the United Seates by Auerbach, René Jasinzki, Herbert D ove alarge number of books from overseas libraries that had been established
and others. Although their field was called “comparative” literaturc-,-t_h: er the auspices of the State Department. The banned books included Ernest

were promoting the study of literature, not nationally separate litérary mingway's Across the River and into the Trees and D. H. Lawrence’s Lady

In time their ranks would be expanded by those who broughe Asian p ftterley’s Lover. The Sovier Union, for its part, established Stalin Internacional

either by Chinese, Korean, and Japanese intellecenals who came to ¢ es and in 1954 awarded one of the prizes to Paul Robeson, an African Ameri-

States after the war or by American and European scholars who appli ISingCF who was vireually shunned in his own country because of his opposi-

recently acquired knowledge of East Asian culrure to their study:of |  to Cold War policies.

Likewise, European émigré scholars dominated the field of musi Examples can be multiplied, but it would be oo easy to comprehend them

study of musical theory and history. As vividly recalled by one of the erely in the geopolitical framework. Even when the state was involved in financ-

Nettl, at first the bulk of them were Jewish scholars who had been expell directing, or dismantling such activities, it could not have controlled or an-

their positions in Europe during the 1930s and the war years. As'Net ipated the impact they would have on individuals across national boundaries,

whereas before the war the study and reaching of musicology hard! \e International Tchaikovsky Competition, in piano, in Moscow, just to take

the United States, after 1945 American universities came to rival % g ¢ example, was held under the auspices of the Soviet Academy of Music, a stace

stitutes of Berlin, Vienna, Prague, Leipzig, and Munich, which considere gan, but its awarding of first prize to an American, Van Cliburn, in 1958 had

H 40 LS i g " . .
selves the cradle of musicology.” Although initially the focus of resea any transnational consequences, not the least of which was to confirm the view

on Western music, soon the field expanded to include the study of other at music knew no national or political boundaries. The Japanese violinist who

traditions, which came to be known as ethnomusicology, a truly transna was mentioned ar the beginning of this chapter remained in Japan, to which she

approach to the history of music. Curr Sachs, another émigré musicologis returned from Europe via the United States in 1945, and became the principal

left Germany in 1933 and taught in Paris before moving to New York Uni violinist to reintroduce European music to her country. In the meantime, the

in 1937, remained the leading scholar in this field uncil his death in 19§ revival of the Wagnerian festival in Bayreuth, a quintessentially German cul-

is little doubt that thanks to the activities of these and other scholars; t tural event, in 1948—when Herbert von Karajan conducted Wagner’s Ring cycle

war intellectual scene in the United States and elsewhere grew more and as well as Meistersinger—had political implications, but that did not prevent

transnational. opera lovers from all over Europe and North America (and eventually from

The transnational scholarship in such fields as licerature and music, of co other parts of the world as well) to make annual pilgrimages to the city. The re-

was amply supplemented and reinforced by postwar literary and artistic actiy nowned orchestra conductor Wilhelm Furtwiingler, who had remained in Ger-

throughout the world. Although it would be difficult to be statistically p many during the Nazi era and was suspected abroad of being a sympathizer, soon

anecdoral evidence suggests that almost as soon as the war ended, transnati resumed his activities, some of which were held overseas. (For instance, he took

cultural activities, ranging from translations of novels and poems to art exhib he Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra on a tour of Britain for the first time in 1951.)

tions, from musical performances to international film festivals, resumed - European soloists were once again a familiar sight in Japan after its occupation

of these activities, to be sure, were initiated or sponsored by states for f by US and other forces ended in 1952. A young musician from Tokyo, Seiji

policy purposes and were more in the realm of cultural propaganda than - Ozawa—he was born in China in 1935—joined many others from other countries

nacionalism. The Cold War deeply involved the governments in Washingte in Tanglewood, Massachusetts, and elsewhere for training, Japan's Kabuki che-

Moscow, and elsewhere in international artistic and musical events. Duri __g-rh ater troupe toured American cities in the mid-1950s, a first.
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| easier than before the war and contributed to creating a sense of shared
eriences.

’:{hcsc developments, in particular the spread of television sets, had particu-
V Y notable implications for the cinema. It was widely believed that the televi-
. would soon replace movies as a form of entertainment on the screen. Bur it
J not happen, in part because Hollywood responded with wide screens (“cin-
ha”) and “technicolors,” to show what they were capable of doing to keep
tomers coming back to the cheater. Moreover, the industry produced a num-
of movies that appealed to audiences in many parts of the world. In 1953, to
ke a single year, Hollywood productions such as High Noon with Gary Coo-
. Charlie Chaplin’s Limelight, and Gene Kelly’s Singin’in the Rain were im-
diate sensations not just in the United States but also in Europe and parts of
ia. While these products exported Hollywood overseas, others, while also
fade in Hollywood, may have served to connect the American people to the
est of the world. Around the World in Eighty Days, a 1956 movie version of a
rench novel written in the 1870s, was one of the hits of the season and may have
iven theatergoers in the United States a raste of transnational experience.

Van Cliburn congratulated by the Soviet leader, Nikita Khrushchev, upon winning _C[ﬂﬂli}’ important in the context of transnational history was the Jarge number

national Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow—a moment of culzural transnatio

hlms made outside the United Srvates that helped connect people across national
height of the Cold War. (© Bettmann/CORBIS) f P peop

oundaries in a common visual experience—and a shared consciousness abour
ife. Masterpieces such as the Iralian The Bicyele Thiefand the Japanese Rashomon
The resumption and growth of transnational cultural activities wasun ppealed to audiences around the globe because they seemed to speak to universal
edly facilirated by postwar improvements and innovations in communica hemes, in these instances having to do with layers of morality and of memory.
technology. For instance, international telephone calls had become les These and other movies won prizes at international film festivals, which were re-
sive, so that ordinary citizens could discuss and make arrangements for ived shortly after the war and whose number increased over the years, furcher
events by telephone. (The cost of a three-minute conversation bctwéq ontributing to transnationalizing cultural productions.
York and London, for instance, decreased from $189 in 1940 to $46 twen Lastly, we may consider the study of history as a transnational experience. To
later, in 1990 dollars™) Even more relevant was the prevalence of the tap vhat extent may it be said that historical scholarship contributed to fostering an
corder, a device for recording sounds by using magnetic tape. Developed i _understanding of the past shared across borders? Like other fields of scholarship,
for milirary use, it soon became a popular device for recording voices and. the study of history in the United States was affected by immigrants, including
with vast possibilities for circulating them transnationally. And then the ¢migré historians such as Hajo Holborn and Felix Gilbert, each of whom con-
the television, which came to be found in an increasing number of homes tribured a great deal to broadening the scope of American history by viewing it
United States after the war and, by the end of the 1950, in other parts in the context of Western history or in some cases of Atlantic history. They all

world. These devices made the transmission of cultural products across bord ‘emphasized the critical importance of considering parallel developments in
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international relations on an almost annual basis. But he \vag'ﬁlsg. 2_,goniszs), to the “second world” (advanced industrial countries, mostly in the
the world’s historical development, an interest that went back to hi vest), and to the Third World appeared to reflect the reality better than a bipolar
on the European continent, especially in Greece and the Balkans +sion of the world, whether in the earlier framework of the Axis versus the
diate afrermath of the First World War. In 1934 he began publish ocracies or in terms of Winston Churchill’s 1946 division between the two
History, a twelve-volume work that was not to be completed un.tﬂ_. : és of the Tron Curtain. The Third World would comprise the bulk of humanity
bulk of the work was complered shortly after the Second World Wa -4 would have its own identity.
proach to history, the units of analysis were civilizations, rather th :During the 1950s much effort was made to conceprualize the Third World,
regions, or religions, although religion was seen to have played ake dentify its position in the world community. One way was through what was
development of civilizations. In this sense he was a transnational his then a familiar dichotomy of colonialism and anticolonialism. Both could be
work was enriched by his extensive global travels, especially in the po: ansnational ideas, bue in the wake of the Universal Declaration of Human
In seeing civilizations as the key to the development of world histo.ry ights and the decolonizartion of most couneries in Asia and the Middle East, che
on the “challenges” presented to specific civilizations by changing n: istory of anticolonial struggles would come to constituee a more widely shared
human conditions and on their “responses™—he emphasized spirir mory. Many in the West, such as Albert Camus and George Orwell, contin-
lectual, rather than material, foundations of history. One of Toynbee ed to publish scathing attacks on colonialism, and their writings were widely
collaborators in editing Swrvey of International Affairs, William H: McNail] ad throughout the still remaining colonies as well as formerly colonized areas
to carry on the enterprise by developing what proved to be an academicall; nd suggested a unifying scheme for comprehending the Third World. Anticolo-
respected history of the world. Their work undoubtedly reflected th ialism came to constitute both a shared memory and a common vocabulary for
that the West needed to be historicized, vhat is, it should not be taken nderstanding what had happened, and was happening, in the Third World. For
definer of the history of humankind, which must be understood a&a’_ﬁ;ag_ stance, Chinua Achebe, a Nigerian novelist, was inspired by such thinking and
1958 published Things Fall Apart, in which he described the effect that Brirish

olonizers and Christian missionaries had had upon the Igbo people.‘m The Third

the interplay of a rich variety of civilizations. In some such fashion, the stu
history, too, was beginning to be transnationalized.
World, in this framework, was comprehensible as an arena of victimization by
Transnationalizing the Third World colonial rule tha:t had fundamefltaliy alrered the indigenous wa?!s of life..

Somewhat different was the idea of developmence through which public leaders
The story of decolonization and nation building in the postwar world b and private individuals both in the West and elsewhere sought to integrate the
more in international, imperial, and national history. Even so, it is pefri Third World conceptually into the whole globe. “Development,” as David Enger-
note that efforts were constanely being made, both by leaders and citize man, David Ekbladh, and other historians have pointed out, was a leading ideol-
ogy of the 19505 that was found on both sides of the Cold War divide.”” Until

after the Second World War, as James William Park has shown, the adjective

new nations and by those in the established countries as well as in internat
organizations, to link what was emerging as the Third World to the rest
globe. The idea of the Third World itself reflected this, a transnational awar underdeveloped had been rarely used. Instead, those countries and people who
chat the decolonized and still colonized areas of the world were very mu had failed to undertake economic transformation had been referred to as “back-
of a conceptually identifiable world community. The globe would have to ward” or “retarded,” implying that they had stopped growing* To be sure, toward
seen, now more than ever, as consisting of all countries, regions, and people the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth, much

to divide them into those belonging to the “first world” (the principal Cold Wi - was said and written about the “awakening” of Asia and other parts of the world,
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suggesting that even the “backward” areas thac had remained dormant on was realistic. Few, if any, postcolonial countries undertook modernization

West had forged ahead might sooner or later awaken from their long slym ong cither the US- or the USSR-prescribed path; indeed, some of them would

bring themselves into the modern age. Before the Second World Way ot be “modernized” for many more decades to come, or not at all. Among the

only a handful of countries, notably Japan and Turkey, could be og er countries of Latin America, some, such as Argentina, rebelled against mod-

having modernized themselves. In the postwar years, in contrast, d nization theory, which usually implied industrialization through capital accu-
talism became a widely shared vision, a transnational way of understa ulation, technological development, and urbanization, and chose a policy of
world in turmoil. This was in part because both sides in the Cold W sport substitution, through which they would purchase manufacrured goods

promote Third World economic development to expand their respective om abroad and pay for them by shipping agricultural producs, rather than

of influence. We should note, however, that the superpowers might nq opting their own indigenous programs of industrialization. One Caribbean
to turn their attention to Third World countries unless chese latrer antry, Cuba, opted for socialism when Fidel Castro’s revolutionary forces seized
selves been determined to undertake development in the process of natio atrol of the state in the late 1950s, but the new regime in Havana did not exactly
ing. In a sense developmentalism affected the Cold War, not the ot fit the Soviet model of a proletarian dictarorship. Withour having entered the
around. In any event, Washington and Moscow shared a commitment t tage of industrialization, to speak of the industrial workers seizing control of the
of helping other countries modernize their economies, and the newly srate was unrealistic, The same was true of China when it came under the Com-
dent states as well as older but less developed nations such as those in munist Party’s reign in 1949. It called irself a “people’s republic,” very much like
America were anxious to look in all directions for developmental assistance the Eastern European “people’s democracies,” and it eagerly sought to industrial-
Here was an interesting case of two transnational doctrines of moderni ize through state planning and control. But one major experiment, called “the
competing for influence. On one side was what historians have called great leap forward,” undertaken in the late 19505, was a self-consciously Chinese—
developmentalism,” which argued that economic development could bes that is, Maoist—way of industrializing the country. The plan called for establish-
moted under conditions of free-market competition.” Although economic ing people’s communes where workers would try to manufacture goods, in ex-
ning by the state would be a requirement, the private secror would remainy plicit rejection of the Sovier model of urban industrialization. But the experiment
as it did in the United States, Western Europe, and other areas. As W. W.R resulted in the starvation of millions of people as “collectivization” denuded huge
argued in Stages of Economic Growth, most societies pursued a standard par areas of the countryside, thereby diminishing food production. And yet the Chi-
economic development, from the hunting to the agrarian stage, and from th nese Communist leadership refused to shift to the liberal developmental model
to the industrial phase, followed by a postindustrial consumer culture. Su until much later. Despite such differences and gaps, however, by then the idea of
ory itself was not new. In the nineteenth century, the British sociologist He development had become well established, providing a framework in which the
Spencer had already written about human society’s steady development th relationship between the Third World and other, more industrialized countries
stages. For that matter, Karl Marx had theorized the march of history ft could be comprehended.

Another way in which the Third World could be conceptually eransnational-
ized was through the dichotomy of “the West and the non-West,” “the West and
 the rest,” or, more popularly at that time, “East and West.” (“East and West” also
referred to the Cold War geopolitical divide, against which the Third World

- would, in the 1970s, propose a “North and South” dichotomy.) Such a conception

primitive to the feudal to the capitalist phase as an inevitable and universa
velopment, But the Marxists postulated the postcapitalist phase as sociali
which industrial workers would seize control of the state and carry outra plan)
development of the economy ro benefir all people.

“Liberal developmentalism” and the socialist variety, chen, shared mucf

common and differed only wich respect to future prospects. In reality; neithe - would bring the Third World into a transnational scheme of things so that this
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latter would represent “the other.” The bifurcated view of humaniry, icipated in the project, which continued for ten years, succeeded in bringing

vween East and West, had long existed, going back to the ancient Gree, -he non-West as exemplified by “the East” ro the same level as the West. This was
of the world beeween “Europe” and “Asia.” Around the turn of the ry vay of ensuring that henceforth the promotion of international understanding
century, too, as Cemil Aydin has shown, the idea of Eastern civilizatio ould have to be through such transnational efforts and conceptualizations.
erful enough to bring together thinkers from Turkey and the rest o_f_'_ The flourishing of “area studies” in the West may also be put in the context of
way to Japan.”* During the 1930s and the early 1940s, however, th .Eas ¢ rransnationalizing of the Third World. This phenomenon had an obviously
dichotomy had been appropriated by Japan to justify its war in Asiaa “ opolitical dimension, but it also developed with its own momentum, leading
to expel the West from the East and to return the lareer to irs pristine the steady encroachment of Third World ropics in school curricula and librar-
fore it had become invaded by Europeans and Americans. Amazing| - in Furope and North America. For educators, scholars, and leaders of foun-
such misuse of the dichotomy, it survived the war and reemerged as tions, the civilizations and histories of Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and
framework in which to comprehend the emergence of the Third Wor

In the new scheme, the Third World represented the East. Whethe

ficted into the West better than the East was a question that was not sett/

rin America were worthy of study in their own right. Area studies, as these
:plorations came to be known in the United States, were mostly situated within
e larger framework of “international studies,” thus revealing the awareness
(or since, for that matter.) Countries like China, India, and Egypt at in order to understand world affairs, it was imperative to probe into the tra-
represent the East better. Their leaders believed there was an Eastern civil itions and contemporary developments in non-Western societies. Much of this
as the counterpart to Western civilization, and that these were the two ha work may have been “Orientalist” in the sense of viewing these societies as “the
humanity. Just as Europeans and Americans were now, in the aftermat ther,” with the presumption that the West provided the norm to which “the
fratricide, dedicating themselves anew to their Western heritage, Asians t” were to be compared and by which their differences were to be explained.”
reawaken themselves to their common identity. Africans were often inc A particularly influential approach during the 1950s was to trace the histories of
such a conception of the East; if East and West were two halves of hum: non-Western countries in the framework of “challenge” and “response.” Borrow-
if Africans were not part of the West, they must be viewed as belonigin ng from Toynbee’s earlier framework bur applying it to the Third World’s rela-
East, or at least they and Asians must work together ro confirm what the: ionship with the West, many sought to understand the non-West’s history by
common. In 1953, for instance, when delegares from twenty-nine countri pointing to its encounter wich the “challenge” of the West, to which they would
Asia and Africa—most of them having newly achieved independence spond” through a number of ways. Such a conceprualization of world history—
in Bandung, Indonesia, one of their subcommittees focused on cultural s exemplified by the influential documentary collection China’s Response to the
eration, emphasizing the need to promote exchange programs within the Vest, edited by two Harvard scholars—at least offered a way of understanding
African region as part of various global projects being promoted by UINES nodern history not as consisting of disparate local and national histories but in
'The delegates were proud that Asia and Africa were where human civili erms of some globalizing momentum, and in that sense here was another in-
had originated and therefore that they had an important role to play in pro tance of the transnationalization of the intellecrual horizon**
ing global communication and understanding. In the same spirit, also |
India’s new leader, Jawaharlal Nehru, proposed that UNESCO initiate :

to promote mutual understanding between “the East” and “the Wese” thr

As seen in such developments, Third World identities ranged from the expe-
iences of decolonization and nation building to a faith in common civilization.
n all such instances, the non-Western areas of the world were developing trans-
systemaric comparison of the two civilizations. Of course, the definition of national experiences with one another and with Western nations. The result was

East” was rather ambiguous, but it was significant that Nehru and thos o foster further transnational thinking even as nation-specific issues and overall
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international affairs were defining the “realities” at one level. The vogue irarjan systems of governance. To the extent that one may distinguish non-

in scholarly and nonscholarly quarters during the 19505 tended to obs actors from the state apparacus, they include private, voluntary organiza-

transnational layers—but not for too long. s formed to promote specific objectives, whether humanitarian, religious, or

nomic. There had always been private associations of people; most had been

Transnational Organizations .| or national in scope and membership, some were intentionally transna-

al from the very beginning, but after 1945 the number of such transnational

Transnational encouncers and thinking in the immediate postwar years 4, works increased. By 1951 the United Nations had officially recognized 188

19505 were significantly fostered by an increasing number of organizat nsnational nongovernmental organizations, of which 64 had been established

cut across national boundaries. This may be one of the striking diffe; uring and after the war. Among humanitarian transnational bodies, particularly

tween the world after 1945 and the one preceding . Although the rominent were religious organizations, such as the Catholic International Union

innumerable and varied instances of cross-border encounters before the Social Service, the Council of Jewish Organizations, and the Friends” World

now were fast becoming institutionalized; individuals joined togethe ommittee for Consultation. Among medical societies, the International Com-

transnarional organizations, while nations came together to establjs itree of the Red Cross, the International Council of Nurses, the World Federa-

tional institutions with missions ranging from promoting the well-being on for Mental Health, and the World Medical Associarion, among others,

grants or victims of contagious diseases to providing for the smooth funct orked closely with the World Health Organization to rid the Earth of commu-

of worldwide economic transactions. Such institutional frameworks ensu® icable diseases such as ruberculosis and smallpox.”®

transnational movements and activities would remain more stable and These organizations provided the opportunity and the space for individuals

carious than earlier. Transnationalism, it may be said, was being forti nd associations of various countries to come together, enabling them to confirm

strong organizational base. eir transnarional orientation. For instance, telecommunications experts from

Many of these institutions are more appropriately called intergovern xty-six countries met in Moscow in 1946 to establish a transnational body, the

organizations, in that they were established through agreement amonga n ternational Frequency Registration Board, that served as the clearinghouse of

of nations to promote certain shared objectives, such as disarmament or hy
tarian relief. The United Nations and its affiliate bodies, such as the World |

Organization and the International Labour Organization, are examples,

formation regarding the radio frequencies used in different countries. Despire
the rising tensions in the geopolitical arena, this body continued to function,

providing one area in which Americans and Russians met to discuss more mun-

the International Monctary Fund and other constituents of the Bfth..OIl dane but arguably Cquﬂlly critical questions_ The pace of establishing nongov-

system. They belong more properly in the discussion of international affairs ernmental organizations did not slow even during the 1950s, the decade of the

(3

than of transnational history, but those bodies provided spaces for the “high” Cold War. Some transnational bodies were created preciscly to lessen

together of people from all over the world, and nor just government officis Cold War tensions and help reunite the world. Various organizations formed

viduals and privare associations frequently met at these instirutions and to promote nuclear arms control provide a good example. On both sides of the

lished their own networks, sometimes independently of more formal da geopolitical divide there were informal networks of scientists who were commit-

affairs conducted by government officials and international civil servants ted to cooperation to diminish the danger of nuclear war, and some of them estab-

Transnational organizations, properly called, refer to non-state actors lished the Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs in 1957 to promote

inition, they do not represent any government, although the distinction bet nuclear arms control. They were joined by pacifises and humanitarian organiza-

public authority and private activicy is not always clear-cut in countries w tions of various countries, many of whom had come together in Hiroshima in
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the summer of 1955 and pledged themselves to mobilize the world agai nrries, many of which lacked the resources and infrastructure to promote
and hydrogen bombs. As Lawrence Wittner, Matthew Evangelista Jic education. Catholic and Protestant missionaries from abroad sought to
have shown, these initiatives ultimarely led to international agreement: come of the gaps, as did the Rockefeller, Carnegie, Ford, and other founda-
nuclear testing and to reduce strategic arms.*® Transnational aware esj 5. They worked closely with UNESCO, whose constitution declared, “The
anti-bomb movement reinforced one another and created a worldyy -de diffusion of culture, and the education of humanity for justice and liberty
munity consisting of global networks in the interest of peace. Wthh peace are indispensable to the dignity of man.” Education would remain one

Dwight D. Eisenhower announced programs for peaceful uses of nucl - he thorniest issues in the construction of nations, but it would be a vital com-

the way was opened for transnational cooperation in ensuring the safet nent of transnationalism, just as transnational encounters would contribute

clear power plants, which were to be buile in many areas of the worl eveloping an awareness of shared humanity, cereainly a cardinal objective of

preventing their conversion into weapons factories. A conference'o
organized by the UN in 1955 was attended by Soviet and Czech scien _ Besides the issue-oriented transnational organizations, we may also consider
as those from the Western allies and paved the ground for the estabhs._ : se that were essential to the reglobalizing of the world economy. The interna-
the International Atomic Energy Commission in 1956. Here was a pivota onal economy was not fully global in the 1950s. Although trade and shipping
national moment that proved far more crucial for the future of human ound the globe expanded rapidly—during this decade, the rotal combined vol-
Cold War geopolitics. : me of trade by all countries nearly doubled—the rates of growth were much faster
In a similar vein, several thousand Americans wene to the Soviet Uﬁ_; for the United States, Western Europe, and Japan than for other countries. The
1958—1961 to organize various exhibits, and an equal number of Sovie dollar was the only international currency, the medium of exchange among dif
came to the United States for similar purposes. Admittedly, these exchang ferent councries. Its strength was backed up by the huge gold holdings in the US
made possible through an official agreement beeween Washingeon and M reasury. {In 1950 the United States possessed more than two-thirds of the total
but it may be argued that such an agreement itself was a product o gold reserves in the world.) Moreover, a large portion of the countries’ resources
from private associations to open up national borders for transnatic as being devoted to military expenditures. Out of the toral world GNP of $71
changes.”” In the meantime, some transnational associations became p.a..r_uc [lion in 1950, more than $13 billion, or nearly 20 percent, was spent on arms,
active in helping ncwly indcpendent countries with economic developmcﬁ: mciuding aromic weapons. Insucha situation, the global ECONOIMy was both US-
modernization of schools and medical facilities. For instance, in 1954 the M dominated and driven significantly by geopolitical considerations.
Assistance Programs International was established to bring doctors ati Nevertheless, the world economy was buttressed by international and crans-
from Europe and North America for service in newly developing nations. I national organizations that had not existed carlier. Most obviously, the Bretton
following year Japan began sending specialists to countries in the Midd Woods system, designed to dismantle protectionist trade and investment policies
and Africa to help them overcome tuberculosis. Toward the end of the d and to establish a more stable system for promoting worldwide exchanges of goods
My Brother’s Keeper was founded in the United Stares as “a volunteer, no and capital, was institutionalized by the International Monetary Fund, the key
ian group dedicated to the purpose of linking America’s vast medical res instrument for the smooth functioning of trade and monetary exchanges, as well
to global health care needs.”* In education, too, private groups, notably foun as the World Bank, which was designed to help devecloping countries with their
tions in the United States, were involved in efforts in the developing countr economic projects. These were intergovernmental organizations, but like the UN
make primary schooling available ro all children and thereby to increaseli they provided spaces for the establishment of networks among bankers, industri-

These were formidable tasks’ as critical as health care for DCW'.I.Y indcp alists, and economists from all parts of the world. More gEDuiﬂClY transnational
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were organizations that were created to provide standards of qu 2. 1he Transnatio ﬂd[iZ&ltin 7 OfHumdmf)’

for goods produced. One of the earliest such organizations was the1
Organization for Standardization (ISO), established in 1947 to.def
standards for products. Each country had its own set of standard
was the first to bring different national systems together to:fae
national exchanges.” From this time on, ISO and similar bodies é0n£1nﬂ 1
more such transnational rules, which were an fmporcant spect O.;-_C_ i éIG NIFICANTLY transnational moment in humankind’s view of itself
balization. Together with intergovernmental organizations, such b Y be said to have arrived when Neil Armstrong, an American astronaat, first
considered ro have reflected the development of transnational conse foot on the moon on July 20, 1969. The episode, in which he and his two col-
the immediare aftermath of che Second World War. - agues had been launched to the moon in a rocket, was, at one level, clearly a
fodLlct of US strategy during the Cold War. President John F. Kennedy had
1ade it a cardinal objective of his administration to send a man to the moon
sfore the Soviet Union did, a feat that would enhance national prestige and
ould also have military implications in terms of the emerging competition in
ater space. (The mathematics and technical skills for sending a rocket to the
Joon were considered equivalent to launching an ICBM to Moscow.) But that
as not the only way the moon landing was viewed in various parts of the world.
ose with access to television watched Armstrong as he set foot on the moon
nd declared, “That’s one small step for a man, one giant step for mankind.” He
plam:cd an American flag, but there was no presumption that the United States
now claimed its ownership of the moon. Indeed, beside the flag, Armstrong lefta
plaque with a message in English signed by President Richard Nixon as well as the
three astronauts: “Here men from the planet Earth first set foot upon the Moon—
July 1969, A.D. We came in peace for all mankind.”

'The moon landing did indeed belong to all humankind, as hundreds of mil-
lions of people in Asia, Europe, Latin America, and elsewhere watched the fear
and not only hailed the successful adventure but also came to share a perspective
on the Earth as viewed from outer space. “Planer Earth,” as it came to be
called, was seen as consisting of mountains, rivers, and oceans, not of separate
national entities and boundaries. All inhabitants of the globe, now numbering
over 3.6 billion, shared the same “spaceship Earth,” another term gaining popu-
larity. It was by no means the first time that people realized the silliness of popula-
tions subdividing the Earth into arbitrary and mutually hostile units when Earth’s

inhabitants shared so much in common. Transnational awareness had steadily
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n the late 19505 the Committee for a SANE Nuclear Policy, founded in the

ired States to oppose nuclear war, had asserted, “The sovereignty of the human
smmunity comes before all others—before the sovereignty of groups, tribes, or
ions.”®® This was the language of transnationalism pitting itself against a
Adview that divided the globe into allies and enemies, each armed with de-
uctive weapons. At bottom was an impatience with the ongoing Cold War, its
<finition of world affairs, and its zero-sum game of gains and losses. The Vier-
2m War seemed to confirm such a mentality. This is not the place to chronicle
f1e antiwar movement of the 1960s, except to note that it was truly global. It began
1+ the mid-1e60s across college campuses in the United States where students (in-
:uding male students, who were liable to the draft) and faculty held “teach-ins”
o discuss, and frequently to denounce, the war; it soon spread to many other
ountries and merged with various other activities to develop as a transnational
nti-establishment movement.

It was anti-establishment in the sense that those who protested against the
jetnam War began questioning the wisdom of their respective countries’ leaders

The plaque that would soon be placed on the surface of the moon by US astronaurs, licgedly “the best and the brightest”), who had guidcd their national destinies

message combines pride in a narional achievement with an eagerness to view it also as hum fora generation, from the 19305 to the 1960s.°" These leaders were of the wartime

shared experience. (Time & Life Pictures/Gerry Images) generation who had overcome the Great Depression, fought the Second World
War, and were now waging the Cold Was, in the process establishing around the
grown after the Second World War, bue the moon landing further serengthe globe “national security states,” where large porrions of national budgets were
it, giving legitimacy, as it were, to the questioning of the primacy of terri devoted to strengthening military power and where the civilian economy tended
states as the key definer of human affairs. to be dominated by manufacturers of weapons, including warships and airplanes.
Such questioning had started immediately after the war—indeed; m Above all, there reigned a mentality chat viewed both world and domestic affairs
earlier—but during the 1960s it gained in intensity across the globe. The inspir through the prism of national security. National interest was the unquestioned
tion for the renewed questioning came from many sources, but at bottom tk guide to policy, and nationalism the ideological framework for preparing citizens
seems to have been the idea, as Albert Camus had put it eloquently in his for waging war, hot or cold.
publication, Zhe Rebel, thar to exist as a human being was to rebel, ro ques Such ideological orientation and intellectual premises came to be sharply
one’s circumstances and to consider alternatives. Camus had in mind not o questioned by those who opposed the ongoing war in Southeast Asia as well as
historical movements against slavery, colonialism, and other injustices, but al by others who were not directly affected by the conflice but who shared the same
existing political and social institutions. Such a perspective fit with the pro skepticism about what the “establishment” had to offer. Thus, from the United
movement against the Vietnam War in the United States, Europe, and elsewh States to France, from Britain to Germany, voices of protest grew louder, to cul-
which ultimately led to the questioning of the Cold War itself and the politic minate in 1968, the year that saw massive demonstrations and strikes in these

system that had sustained it and other countries.”” The leaders of such movements, many belonging to the
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postwar “baby boomer” generation who reached adolescenced;;
often called themselves “radicals,” “revisionists,” “the New Lefz”

,ar went on in other countries. Many established contact with one another.
nstance, as Martin Klimke has shown, student radicals from the United
sons of “counterculture,” indicating their self-consciousness aBbur-;g@i ; and Germany visited each other and sometimes coordinated cheir activi-
the prevailing culture of the day that had been defined by thefoldé'

As the movement’s leaders asserted, and as later generations rec

notably for the promotion of racial equality and justice.* Even in Eastern
fope; beyond the Cold War divide, there were echoes of the curmoil in the

ideology was to stress that “the cultural is the political.” In othe +st. In Czechoslovakia, for instance, anti-cstablishment forces had steadily de-

oped throughout the decade, culminating in the Prague Spring of 1968, a
political act and was destined to reshape national and international a t-lived democratization of the Prague regime. While that was primarily a na-
. ..ai moment, it also indicated that eransnational forces—in this particular in-
ity and also in beginning to be widely shared across state bounda es .. nice, the popularity of rock music—easily crossed borders. Rock and roll, which
It is true that the “counterculture” held conflicting views alj_pu._p éoriginated in the United Stares, particularly among African Americans, in
On the one hand, its advocates criticized industrialization as a pallu're

 lace 1940s and the early 1950s, swept across the globe when British musicians
and waters, a shared experience in the 1960s from London to Tok

rrowed from it and organized bands such as the Beatles and the Rolling Stones
time, many young radicals embraced some products of technology, |
biles, transistor radios, and electric guitars. But the fundamental ke

¢ became extremely popular in the United Scates and elsewhere. Each country
d its own brand of “rock,” but there was also direct encounter between musi-
“radicals” was that they typically seressed humanity as against nation, pe ns and audiences of Western and Eastern Europe, and numerous testimonies
against the state, and individuals “doing their own thing” as against fbl ince the end of the Cold War indicate the existence of a rather extensive nerwork
prescribed paths of education, military service, and career developm popular music lovers across Europe.” To those in Eastern Europe, chis was
applied such radicalism ro domestic reconstruction, paying particul : music with a message, because even in the West “rock” was considered revolution-
to racial injustice and gender inequality, while others went even furthe ry and anti-establishment. Its lyrics often spoke of people’s yearning for free
gan questioning the age-old foundations of social order such as marriage an ifestyles as well as cheir solidarity across national and ideological boundaries.
Many lived cogether without marrying, some had abortions, and som Elsewhere in the world, the penetration of polirical and culeural revisionism
lesbians began to partner openly. As they did so, they were aware that'the

a “cultural revolution” in which old premises were discarded and people’s

as slower but was nevertheless real, further contributing to the transnationaliza-
ion of consciousness. China, for one example, had its own Cultural Revolution,
sciousness was being remolded. “Consciousness-raising” indeed became an ob asting for ten years after its inception in 1966. Its origins could not have been
tive of their movement, to call on people to revolutionize their behavior b more different from cultural revolutions elsewhere; Mao Zedong and other leaders
forming their views of themselves and of the world. In such an equation,
was little room for the state—or the state would become an objeét of as

political and somerimes even physical.

fehe Communist Parcy determined to launch a nationwide campaign to restore
he puriry of the revolution by encouraging young people to assault established
ustoms and institutions, including the family, schoaols, bureaucracies, and ulti-
The “cultural revolution” was thus a mental transformation, a new:w mately even the armed forces. Intellectuals were sent to the country, forced to
defining oneself and one’s relationship with the world and the state. It is no ive as simple farmers in rural villages. This reflected the Maoist perception that
prising thar the transformarion was fundamentally transnational, both b “commerce, industrialization, and urbanization had corrupted the revolution,
ic stressed che auchenticity of the individual’s existence, regardless of his'o _which must now regain its essence by driving urban dwellers, in particular intel-

national identity, and because leaders of the movement in one country were awa lectuals, back to the people. Higher education and high culture were useless and
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harmful in such a context. All that people had to have as a guide’ << as well as those who came of age during the 1960s became aware that cheirs

some basic principles written down by Mao and described in ¢ art of a growing worldwide protest movement. Thus, even while they op-
Book” that everyone was obligated to carry and recite. J the US alliance, they came to admire the American people who, like their
In time, China’s “return to nature” movement made a profoun, prerparts in Europe, appeared to be trying to bring about a profound erans-

segments of the contemporary revolutionaries in the West, who' be rion of cheir political and social systems. A minority of Japanese radicals,

themselves Maoists and ro assault capitalism and bourgeois cultu he other hand, identified with China’s Cultural Revolution and saw it as the

cans or Europeans went to China, as formal diplomatic relations did ni < of the future, while still others, some extremist fringe groups, went their
between the People’s Republic and the United States and some Europe; -ways and engaged in violent behavior that proved to be their undoing. (The
tries; and even where such relations existed—by 1970, Britain, France pancse diplomat who was mentioned at the beginning of this chapter was by

among others, had recognized the Beijing regime—Chinese author teaching French philosophy at the University of Tokyo. Along with his col-

easily issue visas, preferring to isolate the country from the rest o agues, he witnessed student radicals taking over the campus and forcing classes

There were few concrete transnational moments connecting Chinese ang e canceled. Such a story was duplicated nationwide through the early 1970s.)

ern revolutionaries. Even so, in its stress on simple lifestyles and ics assa What were the implications of all such events for transnational thought, in

educational, business, milicary, and other national institutions, the Ch rricular transnational intellectual collaboration? Empirical evidence suggests
tural Revolution had an affinity with cultural revolutions in the We st the effects were both affirmarive and negative. On one hand, international
ard Wolin has shown, the connection between counterculture revdlun_ cholarly exchanges continued unabated, and as the awareness of global interde-
was particularly notable between Chinese and French radicals. Such pr

intellectuals as Jean-Paul Sartre and Michel Foucault embraced Maois

ndence grew through the spread of radical movements, they may have been
ovided an additional imperus as a venue for bridging generational divides.

what they understood to be its essential messages—and, echoing the presentatives both of the older generation and of those too young to have ex-

students in the throes of their revolution, declared that intellecruals eve erienced the war could come together from various countries to study the past

must identify with “the people,” with their struggle to free themselves fro and o deepen a comparative perspective. One of the most successful instances of
: 66 E . . . . - . . . . .
moded and decadent lifestyles. his was the “modernization of Japan” project in which historians and social sci-

The transnational character of these political and mental upheav ntists from the United States, Britain, and Japan participated throughour the

dent in other parts of the world as well. In Japan the 1960s began with a 960s, producing a number of books in the process.*” Another project, located at

wide protest movement against the government, which was dominate Columbia University, held monthly meetings among Japan specialists to reexam-

conservative Liberal Democrartic Party, whose leadership included some wh: ne the course of Japan’s foreign affairs since the ninereench century.*® Perhaps

been closely connected with the war—and who now were proposing to ¢ he most notable achievemenr in this connection was a conference held in Japan
gro !

1951 treaty of alliance with the United States to bring Japan’s security mo n 1969 in which historians from the United States and Japan discussed “the road
itly under the US “nuclear umbrella.” Although the protest was an issue:sps 0 Pear] Harbor.” It was a remarkable scholarly phenomenon that, less than a
movement, its leaders often spoke of China as an alternative to the Unired 'S quarter century after the end of the war, researchers from the erstwhile ancago-
and espoused the cause of “democracy,” which to them meant peopl nists came togecher for a scholarly discussion of US-Japanese relations prior to

power in their own hands against “conservative and reactionary” poli 941. The participants were not intent upon defending the decisions made by

bureaucrats, and capitalists. In the end, the new security pact was ratified b heir respective countries; instead, they joincly explored in a comparative frame-

Japanese Diet (Parliament) and went into effect, but many of the origina vork how policy makers and the public had steadily paved their ways toward
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69 . . . .
war.” The gathering was marred only by the absence of a small num intellectualism, for instance, in many lands—deserve to be deplored, we

ars who had to cancel their participation because they had to deal wi .ld note that at its most promising moments, the cultural revolution helped

spective campus crises. At this time there was nothing comparable ¢ pen an appreciation for common humanity, for a universal vocabulary that

gether Chinese and Japanese, or Chinese and American, schola ught people of different countries together. It is no accident thar around this

exploration of these bilateral relationships would have to wait une ime Vikror Frankl’s influence grew in Japan and other countries. (He visited

that matter, despite the transnational waves of anti-establishment t oug) an in 1969.”) Frankl’s stress on universal humanity even in the face of un-

was as yet little intellectual engagement across cthe Cold War divid_é akable adversity perhaps appealed to those going through the turmoil of the

come only as Russian and Eastern European intellectuals migrated o 6os and the 1970s.

and contributed to enriching the vocabulary of historical and othe On the surface, it would be difficult to find anything parallel, lev alone univer-

development thar would begin to take place after the carly 1980s I in the Middle East, where the predominant issue remained the Palestinian

'The picrure was even more complicated in the rest of Asia. For nio: uestion, which resulted in the Arab-Israeli military confrontations in 1967 and

1960s and the 1970s, the pivotal event was the war in Vietnam. Her 73. Still, it is possible to detect transnational ideas and movements in the region.

sufficient to note that both the North Viernamese (and cheir allies i ne of these is sometimes called “Arabism,” the idea of Arab unity that was in-

the Viet Cong) and the South Vietnamese sought to present their case uential in many countries in the Middle East as they achieved independence.

national language, not just in the framework of the Cold War comper Powerfully promoted by Egypt’s leader Gamal Abdel Nasser, it combined Third

power berween the two camps. Ho Chi Minh and other leaders in Hano Worldism, Arab nationalism, and socialism and was a major ideological and po-

to appeal to world opinion by speaking of freedom, justice, litical force in the region in the 1960s. But Arabism as a transnational force de-

determination, while the Saigon regime, led by Ngo Dinh Diem until clined after the 1967 war and was eclipsed by more militant movements like the

sination in 1963, presented the southern half of the peninsula in the lan Muslim Brotherhood and sectarian Islam. These, too, were transnational phe-

. <11 B 70 : . - .
nation building and economic development.” After the north roppled nomena but were notable because of their willingness to espouse the use of vio-

and US forces left in 1975, the newly unified Vietnam combined both th lence in the name of 2 “holy war,” in particular against Israel and its supporeers.

proaches and, pethaps for that reason, gave the impression tha it was More successful in promoting transnationalism may have been the ideas of

than China under Maoism. In contrast, its neighbor Cambodia embr Frantz Fanon, Edward W. Said, and others who challenged the intellectual frame-

Chinese-style cultural revolution in its extreme form while the Khme works in which the Middle East, and Asia on the whole, had been understood in

ruled (1975-1978), arresting, expelling, and killing intellectuals and profess the West, and in which the non-West had also seen itself. Frantz Fanon, an Alge-
rian writer, in 1961 published Les damnés de la terve (The Wretched of the Earth),

calling on all people in the former colonies to liberate themselves—even through

people in the name of returning the country “back to the land.” The exce
continued until Vietnam invaded Cambodia and put an end to the r

development that in turn eriggered a war berween China and Vietnam. Th violence—from the language, ideas, and ways of life that had been imposed on

belongs in the history of Asian international relations, but it is pertinent them by the impcrialists.” A menral revolution was needed to think for oneselfin

serve that in the end radical excesses in China and Cambodia led to the reje: away that was not a mere regurgitation of Western imports. These ideas serikingly

of virtually all transnational connections and conract, until the sicuatic resembled those being presented by the cultural revolutionaries in the West. To-

way to something more acceptable to the rest of the world. gether, they were paving the way for the decentering of the West as the hegemonic

Thus, the global cultural revolution of the 1960s had both positive am ideology that defined and explained human activities, the past, present, and fu-

negative aspects in terms of transnationalism. While the negative aspect * ture, We shall return to this theme in Section 4.
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Edward W. Said’s influential book Orientalism was released in 14 » rerurned to positions of power.” The legacy of “the sixties,” however, was
19 tr y
teen years after Fanon’s”? Said, an American scholar born in Palest

that the West (“the Occident”) had imposed on the non-Wese (t

o easily erased—fundamentally because the transnationalization of mental-
vhich was integral to the global cultural revolution, confirmed the trend
conceptual frameworks through which to view rthe world, even: ¢ had become evident even before the decade and was strengthened by other,
about itself. The very idea of the “Orient” was a Western import,"S.a.ld: ro .current developments during the 1960s and the 1970s.
did not exist in the allegedly “Oriental” countries, and it connoted “ch
namely, the oppom.te of everything for whlclfa the West presumably s .. A Global Civil Society?
ment, progress, science, even beauty. The time had come, he implie
Fanon, for “the other” to think for itself, liberating itself from the W owhere were these developments better summed up than by the phrase globa!
lectual and ideological dominarion. Although Fanon’s and Said’s‘idea: vil society, which began to be used in the 1970s, first primarily by political scien-
level seemed to discourage the kind of dialogue between East and W sts and international relations specialists but in time by others as well. There was
UNESCO, among others, had been carrying on, they also fit into” standard definivion of the rerm, and even today scholars disagree as to pre-
lary of the global transnationalism of the 1960s and the 1970s that Wa o .'scfy what it designates. From a historical point of view, it is clear that the adjec-
reexamination of familiar ideas and assumptions throughout the world: ves global and civil were neatly combined to indicate what was happening to
Edward Albee’s 1966 play 4 Delicate Balance may be raken as an‘ape ociety,” which in this instance was analogous to “world community,” even
tion of this state of affairs.” In this drama, a delicare balance has been'n 2 hmanity,” rather than local groupings. Up to this time the phrase civil society
by a family whose core members are an aging couple living in a mdd ad designated an existence within a country that was separate from the state, A
suburban home. Both the husband, a retired businessman, and his _wffc odern nation was said to consist of the state appararus and the citizens, existing
preserve some sense of order in their life, a task that has become comph'ca‘t a “delicate balance,” to go back to Albee’s play, each performing its roles so as to
che wife’s sister, an alcoholic, has moved in. The couple have lost theit onl nsure the country’s survival and well-being. The dichotomy of state and society
and their daughrer, age thirty-two, has been divorced three rimes and is s was not a new idea, but during the 1960s it gained currency because “people” in so
ing from her fourth husband. Not a very enviable circumstance, and eve many countries appeared to pit themselves against “the establishment.” Influen-
the “delicate balance,” maintained by familial norms, certain words, eve tial writers such as Jiirgen Habermas of Germany and Michel Foucault of France
expressions and gestures chat they all understand, breaks down when the popularized the idea of “civil society” standing autonomously against the stace.
visited by another couple, close friends of the husband and wife, who h During the 1970s the concept of civil society was transposed onto the incer-
come frightened for no particular reason and decide to move in with this fa national arena and came to be viewed as a global existence. The whole world, in
These circumstances are evocative of the breakdown of the familiar’po other words, came to be seen as consisting of two layers; the layer made up of
order and mental universe that was experienced during the 1960s. Every est states and that constituting a “global civil society.” In the absence of the world
lished norm and system appeared to be being questioned, if not breaking d government or its equivalent, of course, the domestic analogy of state and society
completely, with no end in sight. would not be literally eransferrable to the international arena. Nevertheless, the
Eventually, to be sure, the cultural ferment of the decade would run‘ou experiences of the 1960s and beyond seemed to suggest that one could never under
steam. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China slowed down a stand the contemporary world if one ignored the emerging and growing move-

petered out even before Mao's death in 1976, and in the West, too, “the establis ments and phenomena by non-state actors that cut across national boundaries.
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Such thinking coalesced into the idea of global civil society, which i about the changing condirions of the world. These statistics are provided by

political scientists but eventually other scholars as well—darted frg h country from its immigration dara, so it is possible that some individuals
- counted more than once if they visited more than one country. The real

1ber of people who traveled abroad, therefore, was lower. The important thing,

grants and refugees to tourists, from multinational business enterpr orcheless, is to note the impressive growth of tourism during those decades.

governmental organizations (NGOs). They had long existed, but ir the early 1980s, it is reported, international tourism was the second largest
smponent of the total world trade.”®) Moreover, whereas in 1960 Europe and

orth America were the destinations of the overwhelming majority of interna-

nal tourists, twenty years later the ratio was down to 86 percent, as Africa, the

exponentially) during the decade, and also because many of them prg (iddle East, and especially Asia began to attract an increasing number of rour-
transnational interests that were not identical with separate national ts. Comparable figures for other categories of temporary border-crossing people,
Here a bare outline of such phenomena as migrations and multiriari orably businesspeople and students, all suggest not only that their numbers
ness corporations will suffice to indicate their relationship to the évolying creased during this period but that they were now found in all parts of the world.

e growing importance of the Middle East as a magnet for foreign investors,

International migration statistics that are periodically published merchants, and workers because of its petroleum resources is a good example, but
these decades also saw a significant number of Japanese bankers and businessmen

well as those who cross borders to find jobs and residence abroad. In 19 riving in North America and Europe as well as in other lands. They were soon

stance, there were 73 million such people, and by 1980 the number ha followed by their counterparts from South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, India, and

to nearly 100 million. These were still a tiny portion of the total world popula elsewhere in Asia. The upshot of all such activities was the rise of multinational

which expanded from 3.023 billion to 5.279 billion during the same enterprises in which the capital, labor, and markets of many countries, and not just

(Such a phenomenal demographic increase had many causes, in pa those in the West, came together to produce and sell products—as well as ideas.

growing life expectancy resulting from improvements in health care 1_ﬁ : [n the process, world trade expanded phenomenally and the Middle East and East

vanced countries—itself a rransnational phenomenon of major significan: Asta steadily increased their shares of the global market.

which offset the still persistently high rates of infant death in less develope All such phenomena were instances of transnational encounters and con-

as well as the spreading use of the birch control pill that had the effect of tributed to the development of global civil society. How they may have furchered

the number of children in richer nations.) Bur the picture begins to charig transnational thinking may be difficult o generalize, but it would be fair to

add tourists as well as students, businesspeople, and others who are not i say that their rapid growth served to alter drastically the traditional perception

in migration statistics but who were nevertheless border-crossing individu of the world as consisting of nations, especially the so-called great powers that

. . . . S . . [ » . N . .
They would stay for brief periods of time abroad and have their own transnat had defined an international “order” at a given moment in time. Sovereign states

experiences. and superpowers continued to exist, buc their “international” relations operated

For instance, in 1960 there were only 69 million international touris at one level, whereas non-state actors were adding many layers of “transnational”

slightly over 2 percent of the world’s population. Twenty years later, the num

was 278 million, or more than s percent of the total population. That each year, One could even say that international refugees were now becoming more

one out of every nineteen individuals was visiting another country eellsa'g ransnational, in that more were coming from all corners of the globe. In 1960
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there had been just over 2 million refugees, or 2.9 percent of the total m; ith dealing with border-crossing, and sometimes even stateless, people. In che

population, whereas the number shot up to ¢ million by 1980, or 9.1 percent of Jocess the ethnic composition of sovereign nations began to change as nations
nearly 100 million people crossing borders. Some had been refugees for;é__j dmitted into their midst people of vastly different backgrounds. In the United
time, such as the Palestinians who had been unable to return home becapg; ates, the country that accepted the largest number of refugees, some began
the continuous tension between Israel and the surrounding Arab states. Al Jking of diversity rather than unity or conformity as a national characteristic,
»00,000 Palestinians lived in Israel in 1980, bur more than a million Palestj ﬁd the same trend could be seen in other countries such as the Netherlands,
refugees remained in the surrounding Arab-speaking countries, such as Lel an -seden, and Australia.

. 'These phenomena clearly had transnational implications. For one thing, ethnic

nclaves and communities could now be found all over the world. The Viernamese

Jordan, and Syria. There were more recent refugees in Southeast Asia, who ni
bered 390,000 by 1980, five years after the Vietnam War ended. Many of
had left South Viernam when the country was unified by the Hanoi govcrﬁ _ opulation, for instance, was scattered in North America, Australia, and Europe
and found new homes in the United States, Canada, and other countrié,'s” such an extent that their food became no more “exotic” than Chinese or Japa-
would accept them. Cambodia, roo, produced its share of refugees when Viern ese cuisine. Vietnam, in other words, was not just a state with terrivorial borders
invaded the country during 1978-1979 to overthrow the Khmer Rouge re bur also a transnational existence represented by its people around the globe. The
Close to half a million Cambodians crossed the border into refugee g same would be true of other countries, notably China and the Chinese, after the
in Thailand. A large number of Vietnamese and Cambodian refugees came . ountry was opened to the outside world in the early 1970s.
known as “boat people,” as they resorted to navigating the oceans in smal What added to the momentum was the growing number of transnational
sels, trying to reach Australia, Malaysia, and elsewhere. These countries were also orkers, who might not move permanently from their home countries but who
magnets for East Timor’s refugees, who fled their homeland when Indonesia ¢ nevertheless came to constitute a significant portion of the labor force in the
lenged irs independence and invaded the country, engaging in a brutal war host countries. Wang Gungwu has called such people “sojourners,” to distinguish
picture was just as appalling in Africa, where the Angolan civil war re:s_'p them from immigrants who usually stay in a country of their destination and
in hundreds of thousands of its people flecing to neighboring countries sucl become permanent residents o citizens.”” One striking fact about such rempo-
Zambia and Zaire. The long war between Ethiopia and Eritrea, lasting from: rary migrants was that, starting in the 1960s, the bulk of the world’s sojourners—
early 1960s to the early 19905, caused halfa million people to seek refuge in Su including those who eventually settled down in their host countries and thus
and Yemen. . became immigrants—began to consist of non-Europeans. This was particularly
The impact of such large-scale migrations on national and international a true of laborers in search of job opportunities. Hundreds of thousands of Turks
fairs is not hard 1o see. The United Nations, which had from its inception define moved to Germany, for instance, to fill job openings as Germany’s economy
one of its objectives as the promotion of human welfare, sought to deal with ¢ expanded. Similarly, France was home to millions of North Africans, mostly
problems faced by migrants and refugees—housing, health, education—throug originating in its former colonies, and the Netherlands began to actract former
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCE

bur separate countries needed to help in the process. The UN was inscrumenital i

colonials from Indonesia and Surinam and others from Morocco. In these coun-
tries, the percentage of the foreign-born in the total population increased
seeadily, reaching nearly 10 percent by the 1990s. From East Asia, a growing
number of Koreans left their homes for the United States as the latter revised its
immigration laws in 1965 and eliminated the quota system that had, since the

having them agree to accept certain numbers of international refugees each ye
and some, mostly in North America and Western Europe, voluntarily admit
them. The emerging global society was in part a product of such measure

nations and international organizations were now more than ever concerned 19205, favored Europeans over the rest. (People from Latin America had not
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been regulared under the quota system, whereas Asians, Africans, Aral At Populations coming from their still-existing or former colonies. Many of

ers deemed nonwhite had been totally excluded.) Now immigrants fro foreign students would stay in the host countries, and eventually became a

gan to outnumber those from Europe. Although during the 19605 and i‘ﬁicant portion of the host country’s academic personnel. Most dramatic was

the largest numbers originated from South Korea and Taiwan, soon ¢ w but sceady growth of students from mainland China who began to appear

be eclipsed by those coming from China as well as South Asia (Indi uropean and US campuses during the 1970s, almost as soon as official (or even

stan). The result was to confirm further ethnic diversity in the Unite fprmal) relationships were opened up berween Beijing and Western capitals.

in some European countries. spurred in part by the brain drain, bur also because of the social and culrural

Such phenomena quite clearly added another transnational layer to ¢ 'gcs in the West and elsewhere during the 1960s and the 1970s, there was a

community, buc how they might have reinforced transnational choug ving influence of multiculcuralism, or the idea that the nations and the en-

difficulr to determine. Did the addition of unprecedented numbers’ world consisted of diverse populations living in close proximiry to one an-

diverse populations, producing “hybrid” persons and communities, con; her, cach with its own traditions and ways of life, but sometimes blending with
strengthen a sense of shared humanity, or did it give rise to narrower; mg ¢ of other groups. If formerly the prevalent view had been thar the globe was

chial attivudes? Was “hybridity,” a term that scholars began to use to cha ded into separate ethnic categories and civilizations, the new perspective

the phenomenon, seen as a healrhy development for a country, or did mo: ght these entities together so that there would be one human grouping, the

prefer o retain their societies’ “purity,” however that was defined? It is man species, and one civilization encompassing all people. Bur humanicy and

impossible to generalize about millions of individuals, bue we mighe man civilization were not seen as homogeneous or monolithic. Rather, they

make note of two developments during these decades that would-hel wtained infinite variery. There was unity consisting of, or coexisting with, diver-

the question—the “brain drain” and “multiculturalism.” y. (Although precise statistics about “mixed marriages” are hard to come by, it

"The two reinforced each other. The brain drain consisted of the moye ms possible that interracial households and children of different races became

docrors, scientises, and other scholars and educators from Third World reasingly noticeable during these decades. Barrack Obama, born in 1962,

to the United States and Europe. It created a very serious problem for the uld perhaps prove to be the most famous example. But in the early 19705, when

tries of origin, which were just then secking to modernize their ec ohn Lennon, a former Beatle, said the United Stares was “che best place to bring

education, and health care, but such waves were also an inevitable aspect 1p a Eurasian child”—his wife was Japanese—he may have been speaking on

growing transnational networks that enveloped all types of human purs chalf of an increasing number of such children not just in the United States but

same may be said of foreign students. A steadily increasing number of stu Isewhere as well.*®)

from Asia, the Middle East, Africa, and Latin America sought educationa The emerging global civil society, then, embraced the ideas of the unity of

portunities in Western Europe, North America, and Australia. The United umankind and of respect for infinire varieties of ways of life and thought. The
which attracted abour one-third of all international students to its COHC existence of the two—whar Arthitir Mann referred to as “the one and the 11‘1;1;1}7”
universities every year, had just under 50,000 of them in 1960, accows n the context of American history—could foster the acceptance of hybridity, the

roughly 1.3 percent of the total student population in the nation. The nu iving, working, and blending together of people and institutions of diverse back-

increased sixfold, to over 300,000, by 1980, or 2.6 percent of all students rounds. One could see this in global cultural developments and in the phenom-
United States. No other country’s universities had such a high proportion of nal growth in the number of multinational business enterprises. Here a bare

students, although those in Brirain, France, and the Netherlands had utline will suffice to put these developments in the context of transnationalism.
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Global culture meant the sharing of cultural preducts, both:“m;
and “peripheral,” across national boundaries. The idea of a globally $Baréd o
product usually conjures up the phenomenal growth in popularit;y'o
roll that easily surmounted the Cold War divide and became “hegem
sense of offering a novel and also universal way of combining words ap
Although there were national variations, this musical genre was interided
wave, to go beyond jazz, blues, and country music. It would be wj:o_ng
to focus on rock and roll as the single notable development in the glob;
arena in this period. In the realm of “high culture,” too, these'd
notable for transnational exchanges. In classical music, the Cold Wa
frequently breached. Pianists from the United States and elsewhere con
to participate in and win competitions in Moscow, Prague, and other:
European cities, and there was movement in the opposite direction. Fo
in 1961 the Kirov Baller performed in Paris, and a year later che Leningra
toured North American cities. (Rudolf Nureyev, a twenty-three-year:
of the Kirov company, defected at the Paris airport and became a major.
ballet in Europe and the United States,) The Philadelphia Orchestralo

in visiting the People’s Republic of China as soon as formal contacew wbway riders in New York City listen to Sony Walkmans, March 1981, The convenicnt portable

lished between Washington and Beijing. The 1960s and the 1970s were udio player, invented and produced in Japan, became a symbol of a mass culture thas easily con-

day of recorded classical music, made accessible to all people thanks to the ccred people in al parts of the world. (NY Datly News via Gezty Images)
of tape recorders and, in particular, Sony’s Walkman, a device with'w
could easily listen to one’s favorite music while walking, bicycling, or ridi _ pread to Europe, North Amnerica, and Oceania. There had always been Chinese
erain. In the meantime, hitherto peripheral cultural pursuits began to estaurants in Western countries, but most of them had been limited to Canton-
duced to wider spaces and intermingle. The Japan Foundation, establish se food. Now many other varieties were introduced, including Peking and
1972, the British Council, the Goethe Instituee, the Alliance Francaise, an hanghai cuisines. Anecdotal evidence suggests that more and more Americans
semiofficial cultural agencies were designed to promorte cultural exchange nd Europeans became adept at using chopsticks, something that was helped by
borders, and similar foundations were created in South Korea, Taiw 3._. he growing popularity of Japanese, Korean, and Southeast Asian dishes. Busi-
land China, and elsewhere in Asia. Alchough provided with funding from essmen from Japan and South Korea popularized their native cuisine, often
cial sources, these foundations functioned like such private organizationsin ooked by chefs brought over from their countries. Raw fish, the main staple of
United States as the Ford, Carnegie, and Rockefeller Foundarions, to:pro apanese food, was no longer looked upon as exortic, rasteless, or unsanitary. Not
cross-cultural exchanges, ' ust Japanese residents but an increasing number of Americans and Europeans
Even those who did not participate in foundation activities becan cgan appreciating the taste as well as the health value of raw fish and other irems
of global cultural networks in such other areas as food, fashion, and movie_ : uch as tofu, Similarly, the influx of Vietnamese and other Southeast Asians in

expanding waves of migration, it is not surprising that non-Western -cui
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food. At the same time, in Asian countries restaurants offering W ional values. Multiculturalism, which its European and American opponents

ated with the erosion of traditional values, appeared to doom Western civili-
on. The breakdown of sexual morals as exemplified by these movies alarmed
the first McDonald’s fastfood restaurants opened their doors:ir ervarives and even liberals who felt the countercultural movement had gone
early 1970s. T :"far. Many of them came together around cthe issues of abortion and homo-
In fashions, blue jeans, popularized in the West after the Leviy uality. The US Supreme Court legalized abortion under certain circumstances
marketed aggressively in the United States, came to unify the world? Roe vs. Wade (1975), 2 decision thar was denounced by the Catholic Church
. :d others who viewed fetuses as living beings and considered an abortion the
givalcnt to murder, Certain countries, in particular the Protestant nations of
some outsiders even opened their own boutiques in Europe and Nox Furope as well as China, Japan, and others, had legalized abortion, but Roe us.
One might also note the international popularity of “Barbie dolls 71de became a bartle cry for the Vatican and the Catholics in Latin Americaand
latest fashions. With the spread of television sets in all parts of the wor where to renew their commitment to the sanctity of life, which they insisted
everywhere were able to see what styles were in fashion and to emul gan at conception. Likewise with homosexuality. Same-sex marriage was still
Moviegoing added to the trend. The 1960s were remarkable f 1 :cgal in most countries, but some homosexual couples were more willing now to
formist and even countercultural movies as The Graduate and A Clocki, ome out of the closet.” Movies and dramas with explicitly homosexual themes
ange, the former a Hollywood production and the latter made in Brit began to attract large audiences. For instance, Michel Tremblay's play Hosanna, a
Graduate starred Dustin Hoffman, who plays a college student who di; ory of two gay men in search of sexual identity, was first performed in Quebec
ex-girlfriend’s wedding and runs away with her. Earlier in the movie he 1973 and was soon staged in Toronto, New York, and other cities. Transnational
affair with the girl’s mother. These and other episodes illustrated the ¢ networks of homosexual organizations grew, which in turn produced hostile re-
of traditional family values and moral standards, which were considére tion in many parts of the world. As AIDS began to appear in the 1970s, first in
date and hypocritical. Instead, the principal driving force now would. frica and then in Southeast Asia, notably among homosexuals, the fear of con-
termination to be true to one’s desires and beliefs. The film was widely tagion brought abour a global reaction against homosexuality, even as NGOs
in the United States and shown in many other countries where the aud and the UN began to grapple with the spread of the disease.

shared vicariously in what the counterculture generation was producin

United States. Likewise, Clockwork Orange (directed by American author §

- In some such fashion, there were now global cultural developments chat pro-
duced numerous transnational encounters and movements. Vicarious transna-
Kubrick) showed British hooligans who disregarded all social norms an tional moments were being created everywhere, contributing to the sense that
to violence against the established order, in the process even in_du_ig_hjg while nation building continued in various parts of the world and the Cold War
rapes. They spoke an argot of cockney English mixed with Slavic wor developed with its own momentum, even more significane phenomena were ap-
pearing, impacting upon the consciousness and behavior of people everywhere.
generation, and resonated with some young men and women elsewhen - Their mentality had been thoroughly affected, even transformed, in the process.
spired other antiheroes and anti-establishment actors such as Jack Nich If these were instances of transnational cultural phenomena thar provided
underpinnings, as it were, for the global civil society, they were reinforced by
Of course, such extreme expressions provoked resistance and opposi multinational business activities. In the background was the steady erosion of

sometimes just as extreme, among those who saw a threat to traditional ord the hegemonic position enjoyed by the US economy in the immediate postwar
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years. This could be most graphically seen in the face that steadily thir, may be said, there existed international economic activities but no global civil

1960s and into the 1970s, the dollar, the mainstay of the Bretron Wo ciety, whereas now the ewo reinforced each other.
lost its primacy. The pound sterling, the franc, the mark, and the yen; am  Globalization was a term that had not yet gained currency during the 1960s or
had been increasing their value as the countries in which they were th ¢ 1970s. Yet it was clearly the direction of world economic affairs during those
currencies had grown economically and expanded their foreign tr '. cades. Whart was suggested by the “Nixon shock” economic measures of July
taining more dollar reserves. Put another way, world trade and financia -1, which resuleed in the devaluation of the dollar, was that economic globaliza-
tions were becoming more and more mulrilateral, and the dollarw n was now more than ever becoming transnational. That is to say, quite apare
among the major currencies. The value of these currencies would fi om the story of the growth of international trade and investment, the agents of
one day to the next, opening the way to currency speculation that woul obalization were becoming more and more widely scattered. The Bretron
widespread in the 1980s. Thus, economic transactions would become vods system had operated on the basis of the major countries’ intergovernmen-
transnartional (among individuals and private establishments acroéé;sb tal cooperation, and this would continue in a limited way even after the devalua-
international (among business firms acring within legal and poiicjr"ﬁ- n of the dollar starting in 1971. However, increasingly, oucside the framework
set up by their home countries). such stare-fevel transactions, transnational linkages were developing. That may
The growth of multinational enterprises was a good indication-of th one reason why world trade did not diminish despite the global economic
These were transnational business arrangements in which capital;-techn; ownturn during the 1970s.
and labor of more than one country would be combined to produce g0 This downturn was caused primarily by the “oil shocks,” the tripling and qua-
services that would be matketed throughout the world. Financiers,. drupling of the price of crude oil, the bulk of which was produced in the Middle
workers, and consumers of several countries became transnational actors, f Fast. This was a result of a conscious decision adopted by the Organization of
the best and most profitable means of production, marketing, and consutn troleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) in 1973 in reraliation against Israel’s
The number of multinational corporations was less than one hundred i atracks on the neighboring countries. Not just Israel bue the United States, West-
but grew to over nine hundred by 1980.*" They were transnational not ern Europe, Japan, and other countries that had seemed to be behind Israel were
sense of building bridges across boundaries but also because they wer to be punished by the Arab countries that accounted for a majoricy of the OPEC
more by business than by national considerations. Multinational encerpris membership. They were aware of these other countries’ dependence on imported
inherently non-national in that sense; they were subject to the rules and gui oil, and they aggravated this vulnerability by reducing the output of crude oil
lines of the countries in which they operated, but they did not necessarily f and at the same time raising its price. These decisions were repeated again in 1979.
or identify with the policies or objectives of particular nations. This ¢ n As a result, the cost of energy increased tremendously, causing trade deficits in
with the situation before World War I, when business enterprises were f oil-importing countries for the first time in many years. The global energy crisis
rooted in specific countries and engaged in their own nationalistic competi during the 1970s led various countries to seek alternative sources of power. The
with one another. Nations, above all the United Stares, had sought to's'afégﬂ United States, the Sovier Unien, and other European nations as well as Japan
their domestic producers by erecting tariff walls. In the last decades of thet had been building nuclear power plants since the late 19505 and throughout the
eth century, in contrast, these businesses operated within a framework set v 1960s, but during the 1970s they impressed observers as pechaps the best alterna-
various governments supportive of global economic transactions and compe tive to imported oil. Still, at that time nuclear energy provided only a fraction

among themselves without regard to where their components came from. Earlie: of power needed for industrial and individual needs, and so the countries’ oil
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dependence was not mitigated. The resule was a steep inflation: Nongovernmental organizations typically were private associations of people
economic stagnation, as goods made in the industrialized nations bee h§ voluntarily came together to pursue certain shared objecrives, and as such

expensive while the consumers’ disposable income (after food and ¢ g wele ot incorporated into public systems of governance. It would be difh-
had been paid) declined. Unemployment ensued, and the rarés of It to apply such a definition rigidly to an organization from an authoritarian
growth of most advanced countries pfummeted, some even record g . that controls even private activities. Not all private organizations, there-
nus growth. Perhaps the most telling symbol of how the oil shocks : . could be seen as authentic members of civil sociery. We may, however, rake
world’s richer economies was the sight of the British govc:rnmcnﬁ .__ap.p e listing in the Union of International Associations, itself a non-state actor, as
and obtaininga $4 billion loan from the International Monetary Fun reliable statistical guide. According to its publications, the number of interna-
Despite such disasters, however, the volume of international tr al NGOs grew from 2,795 in 1972 to 12,688 (79,786 if local branches were

< counted) in 1984. This was a spectacular increase, unparalleled in the his-
ry of NGOs before or since.®
Why this phenomenon? It can best be understood as another aspect of the

increased, in sharp contrast vo the 1930s when the Great Depression v
hand with diminished trade. One key reason for this was that during ¢}
manufacturing firms and businesses began to resort to “offshore” précuxe"
that is, they sought to reduce costs by looking for cheaper labor abroac erall characreristic of the world of the 1960s and the 1970s, namely, that the
ment capital, saturated in the domestic economy, also went abroad, to inds .erwhelming authority and prerogatives of the state that had informed postwar
hitherto underdeveloped economies. A related development was a reorie _QtOry began to be challenged by the emerging social and culrural forces as seen
of the US, British, and several other advanced economies from industrial pr ove. Particularly pertinent was the growing awareness that the existing states
tion toward the service sector such as finance, insurance, and real estat ere not capable of dealing effectively with issues that were of transnational na-
global division of labor was developing, facilitated by the floating exch re. Many of those issues involve considerations of justice. The concept of jus-
that came into existence by the end of the 1970s. Currencies kept movin ¢ had long existed in international law and in separate national legal systems,
nationally; while, for instance, US, British, and Japanese capital would b it during the 1960s and the 1970s it was given wider significance as people in
into China and India to hire local labor for manufacturing, the cmcrgin'g-‘r rious parts of the world sought to protest against violations of human righes
these latter countries would invest their profits in purchasing bonds-and d against ccological deterioration. Although the movement for the protection
ties in New York, London, or Tokyo. Add to such developments the phen human rights and for the preservation of the natural environment had differ-
growth of “oil dollars,” the petroleum-exporting councries’ cash rcceipﬁs_éh ¢ origins, by the 1970s they had become merged as a global agenda for justice.
could invest abroad as well as use to purchase luxury items, it is not sur is no accident that among the rapidly increasing number of NGOs were those
that there were many transnational eransactions in capital, goods, and‘labo concerned with these two issues.

Human rights is a quintessentially transnational concept. When people in
. . fterent countries lived at great distances from one another, the definition of
Transnational Justice ) , .
who constitured the human community was rather limited. Even when one

No aspect of the emerging global civil society was more dramatic than thee spoke of the rights of men, as the French did during the Revolution, “men” were

sive growth of international NGOs. Together with individuals (migrants not necessarily envisaged as people all over the world. Actually, the Revolution
and others) and multinational enterprises, these organizations constitut ombined the rights of men with those of the nation so thar they would rein-
state actors and shared the world with separate states and intergovernn force each other. The same was true in most other countries. Human rights were

institutions. to be safeguarded within the framework of a nation-state that would provide law
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and order for its citizens. Their rights, in other words, were usua Sthrough 1985 the “Decade for Women.” In 1975 the first World Conference

hended as civil rights rather than human rights. But the years after 19.45 Women was held in Mexico City, and the participants resolved to establish

greater opportunities than ever before for the encountering and: inter - works of women’s organizations throughout the world. In 1976 in Brussells,

of people of different nations. It is not surprising, then, that the ide; International Tribunal on Crimes Against Women broughr together two

rights should emerge as a major principle of people’s interactions w ousand women from forty countries who cited and denounced all forms of vi-

other, and of the behavior of states toward their citizens. nce against women. Clearly, no definition of humankind would ever again

The significance of the 1960s and the 1970s in the history of huma lude females, and transnational women’s organizations and gatherings con-

lies in the fact that in those decades human rights came to refer to pec ued to remind men of this simple truth.

backgrounds and circumstances. During the 1960s the UN adoptec Did “being human” include those born with physical and mental disabili-

resolutions declaring thar “che subjection of peoples to alien subjuga ties, those unable to take care of themselves, or even to express themselves due

nation and exploiration,” “all forms of racial discrimination,” and:“dis brain damage? The most famous of “handicapped” persons in the world may
tion against women” were violations of human rights. To ensure that the

adhered to such principles, a number of NGOs were created, such':

il have been Helen Keller (1880-1968), a woman who overcame her blindness

d deafness through special training and perseverance and led a movement vo

International and Human Rights Watch. Amnesty International, est: bi elp the deaf and the blind. Her life’s story captured transnational attention

1961, became a major transnational force on behalf of “prisoners of 'C(_)_:n_.sc hrough The Miracle Worker, a play (1959) and a movie (1962) based on her life.

to promote global public awareness of, and protest against, abuses of p cople with physical disabilities had constituted a significant minority in all

- « * 3 . . W . +
prisoners that transcended “national, cultural, religious, and ideological cieties, some of which had developed programs to look after their needs. But

- »84 . 5 .
aries.”" Such language shows that to be human was now considered he transnational care of such people had been very slow to develop. Apart from

condirion of existence, over and above narional and other identities: Thi everal organizations that assisted veterans of war who had been seriously in-

zation received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1977, reflecting the emerging ured, humanirarian relief activities had not involved efforts to have the handi-

a peaceful world order and the respect for human rights were interdepe apped be treated as “normal” human beings. The 1960 Rome Olympics was a

Human Rights Wartch, founded at that juncture, particularly played andmark in this regard in that the regular games were followed by the Para-

role in ensuring chat the emerging détente between the United State S ympics, where men and women wich physical disabilities, from various coun-
Soviet Union would include considerations for human rights on both
the Cold War divide. (The Helsinki Accords of 1975, signed by all the stat:

longing to the North Atlantic Treary Organization and the Warsaw Pact

ries, could for perhaps the first time in history challenge one another in sports
in significant numbers. The experiment brought such joy to the participants

and their supporters that the practice was followed by the Olympics held in

an explicit reference to human rights.) “Tokyo in 1964, Mexico City in 1968, and in all subsequent events. Among

In the 19708 human rights had particular relevance to the protection ransnational effores less connected to states was the holding in 1970 of an in-

en’s rights. Not just in individual states but across national boundaries, w ‘ternational competition for physically disabled achletes in Aylesbury, England.

voices were heard more clearly and strongly than ever, especially throug uch sporting events soon came to include the blind and those with cerebral

large number of transnational organizations created for the purpose. Dur palsy.®®

? H . > v +1.
19605, women’s rights movements were mostly confined to the West, bu Notable as these events were, they covered only those with physical disabili-

the subsequent decade women in Asia, Africa, and elsewhere also became: ties, ignoring the large number of persons with mental, emotional, psychological,

The UN declared 1975 “International Women's Year” and designated th - or linguistic disabilities. The United Nations belatedly included the rights of the
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An important component of “human security” was environmental. The de-
Jes after 1960 were notable for the worldwide concern with the physical en-
onment, in terms both of the quality of air, water, and food that humans
amed and of the preservation of the ecological system that sustained ani-
als, birds, trees, and all living things. Both were transnational issues whaose
evance cut across national borders. At bottom was a growing transnational
;cern with two phenomena that had characrerized the postwar decades: pop-
wtion growth and economic change. With the world’s population more than
oubling between 1945 and 1980, with larger and larger percentages of people
ing in urban centers, and with industrialization spreading even to small cities
d villages, the skies began to darken, the waters became impure, and the air
s sometimes unbreathable. Of course, wars and armaments contributed to
me of these phenomena. The atmospheric resting of nuclear weapons sprayed
hes of death” on all living beings indiscriminately until they were halted in
963—at least by che United States, Britain, and the Soviet Union, which signed
est-ban treaty in 1963. In the war in Vietnam, US forces were spraying the
etnam councrysides with Agent Orange, an agent containing dioxin that not

: ly destroyed forests and farmlands but also acted as a powerful carcinogen in
The Italizn team ar che Olympic Village before che start of the first International Pa
in Rome immediately following the 1960 Olympic Games. The Paralympics have since
every four years, demonstrating the world’s belated awareness and acceptanc:c' ofith
(Gertey Images) '

e human body*” Up to three million children and grandchildren of Vietnam-
se exposed to the chemical were said ro bear its effects. Outside of such bactle-
ficlds, air and water pollution remained and even grew worse because of pollutants
uich as carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, and sulfur dioxide emitted from facto-
mentally disabled in its list of human rights in 1971, and four years late ies and automobiles, while rivers, lakes, and oceans were increasingly contami-
organization denounced discrimination against all types of disability. Even
was only in 1980 that “Special Olympics” were organized to bring togethe
tally disabled persons. This was surely one area where even expanded defu
of human rights left a large segment of humanity inadequately covered. N

nated by sewage and industrial waste.

One notable moment in demonstrating environmental damage may have
ome in Minamata, a seaside village in western Japan, where starting in the second
half of the 1950s babies began to be born deformed, mentally handicapped, and
less, soon it was globally recognized that one could not except even the m: '
verely disabled from the definition of humanity. If anything, such peopl

ven unaware of themselves. “Minamata disease” was caused by mercury poison-
ng; a manufacturer of a substance known as acetaldehyde used mercury in che
a greater measure of “human securiry”——a term that gained currency atth production process, and dumped it into the ocean. The appearance of these babies
ture, indicating the view chat as well as, or even more than, the traditibi_l_ | was so shocking that civic groups were formed in the 1960s to protest against the
of national security, the well-being of humans as humans regardless of w company and to call upon the government to do something abour the sicuation,

were must lic at the basis of any conceprion of justicr:.86 vhich by then was causing scores of deaths.®® The news of Minamata disease
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spread to other countries, where similar incidents were reported 3 - nizations—according to a UN survey, at least ten of them were interna-
worldwide concern with mercury poisoning became one of the major s 4l in scale—dedicated themselves to protecting “planct Earth” from hu-

transnational environmentalism. The Minamata syndrome seeme s, insisting that human lifestyles, ambirions, and avarice no less than human
- ] Y

strate the danger of uncontrolled industrial development and thus feq s played havoc with the ecological system.

ing movement across national boundaries to stem the tide. Asexe p The Stockholm meeting was atcended by representatives of both industrial-
Club of Rome, a gathering of economists and others in the late 19604 | and developing countries, and by government officials as well as spokesper-
to the growing seriousness of the consequences of industrialization, the; s for NGOs. While the United Nations Environment Programme, estab-

transnational movement to resist unlimited economic growth, ed in 1973 to follow up on the conference, was an international instirution, it
Theirs was not necessarily a universal voice. From the beginnin
limited growth was opposed by Third World countries, which asserte

world’s environmental problems had been produced by the countrie

ovided the setting for the coming together of representatives of many private
panizations with their shared agendas. The number of transnational organiza-

s dedicated to environmentalism grew so rapidly that in 1975 a conference
already undertaken industrialization, in the process making use o

sources of the poorer lands. The poorer lands, they insisted, should n
to restrain their economic development, which would keep them fo
state of underdevelopment, increasing the already large gaps berween
groups of nations. The collision between environmentalism and dcvélopm

15 held in Austria to review their interrelationships as well as their relation-
ips to the United Nations and to independent states.”” Nowhere was environ-
<ntal activism inside and outside national and international frameworks more
nsationally demonstrated than through the activism of Greenpeace, an organi-
tion established in 1970. Greenpeace not only advocated the conservation of

was serious, and has remained so to this day. However, all countrie e biosphere and the protection of endangered species, notably whales, but it

their degree of industrializarion or urbanization, agreed on the necessit fren resoreed to direct action. The organization’s founders, Canadians and
endangered species and to improve the quality of air and water. To that

there was a transnational consensus. The disagreement had to do-'witl

mericans in Canada, from the beginning were assertive in protesting against
nderwarer nuclear testing and against the killing of whales, and they sent ships
means of achieving these goals, the poorer countries insisting thart the ric  disrupt such activities. But Greenpeace was not alone. In its campaign to save
should do more to improve the natural environment and should hClP t hales it was joined by other organizations, such as Friends of the Earth and the
orld Wildlife Fund, the latter having been established in 1971. As a result of

their activities, international agreements came to be negoriated to ban the kill-

nations attain “sustainable growth,” that is, economic development tha
patible with environmental conservation.

A landmark moment in the development of transnational environm:
was the Stockholm meeting convened by the Unired Nations in 197z. Thi
a major international (rather than transnational) conference, but ¢

g of at least certain kinds of whales. Norway, Japan, and some other countries
at still pracriced whaling—and ate whale meat—protested against such bans,
ut they could not silence the transnational voices chat grew even louder with
Stockholm had been paved by many cransnational NGOs. One of.the each success.

International Union for the Protection of Nacure, had been in CXiS_tC'I'l'C VCI‘Y broadly put, then, both human rights and environmental concerns were
1948 and organized international conferences for the protection of wﬁd_

be known as the “biosphere.” The word protection was replaced with co

broadening the conception of justice. Going beyond the traditional legal notion,
there was a transnational awareness that people and the natural environment
tion in 1956, and similarly named bodies were created during the 1960s'an
1970s. One of the most influential, Friends of the Earth, was founded
United States in 1969 and soon established branches all over the world

needed to be treated justly. Technically, transnational justice was a concept that
was formally adopred by the United Nations much lacer and referred primarily
reconciliation and restitution after violent clashes or dictarorial rule in a
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90 . B A . - N . . .
country.~ But the idea that justice must prevail elobally an e as mujahedin staged guerrilla-style attacks against them. These were po-
P g y that try own ] ¥ g P

efforts must be made to pursue such an objective was quite eviden cally motivated terrorist acts that were part of national {or nation-making)

It is not surprising, then, that the unprecedented increase in the nas. [n the late 1960s and the early 1970s, however, a more transnationally

activities of international nongovernmental advocacy groups coincide, entec[ and organized terrorism made its appearance. Particularly notable were

growing awareness that all persons must be protected against abusé cga ups of Muslims who came together across national boundaries to rarget their

their differences, and that the planer Earth, with all its living bemg aemies, who included both Arabs (most notably Egypt’s Anwar Sadat, who was

treated justly. These were transnational concerns, and NGOs mush Lssinated by the Muslim Brotherhood in 1981) and non-Arabs who were con-

cause the authority of the state was weakening or because existing Jered enemies of Islam. Because Muslims were particularly numerous in South

were incapable of dealing with those problems. Transnational org sia, Southeast Asia, and the Middle East, nerworks of clandestine organiza-

worked with individual governments and with internarional bodies ons began to be created in these regions, out of which the most famous trans-

to cope with them, but when these others were found to be madequate ational terrorist group, al-Qaeda, would be created in the early 1990s.

associations would gladly rake their place to exercise the initiative in th Terrorism, whether local, national, or transnational, cleatly violated universal

the whole of humaniry. nan rights in its assault upon people whom its perpetrators considered their

It was just a step here to the idea that in order to ensure transnationa nemy, whether because of the victims’ pationality, religion, or way of life. Equally

there should be established new legal frameworks, transnational courts o riously, terrorists disregarded the sanctity of their own lives when they turned

Unlike the international courts of justice that dealt with war crimes cog Lemselves into suicide bombers. Like the Japanese kamikaze (“divine wind”}

by one nation or group of nations against another, the transnational co 1t ilots who crashed their small aircraft into US ships in what they considered a

represent people everywhere and bring to justice even those who acte cred mission to honor the emperor, Islamic extremists blew themselves up in a

tion of the human righes of their own citizens. holy war” in the name of the propher—and in the name of justice. (It was unjust,

Ironically, precisely at the moment when notions of transnational justic their view, for the West to support Isracl at the expense of Palestinian Arabs.)

making headway, a new challenge to the vision appeared in the for ut the terrorist acts were criminal deeds in violation of all declarations on uni-

ism, which often was couched in the language of justice and was now mo ersal human rights that the United Nations and other organizations, includ-
national than earlier. Acts of terrorism had always existed, but most of them ing religious bodies, had promulgated. They were as serious an offense against
been national phenomena. During the 1970s, West Germany’s Red Army Fac
protested against the governing class, which it believed contained too man

overs from the Nazi era, while the Irish Republican Army led a guer

humanity as genocides and even more transnational in scope. Transnational, non-
governmental terrorist incidents were, unfortunately, to grow more serious in the
following decades. These headline-catching crimes, however, provoked global

against British occupation forces in Northern Ireland.” The Kurdistan condemnation that was just as transnational in scope. Whether transnational ter-

Party worked for a Kurdish homeland in northern Iraq and eastern Turlkey,
in northern Spain the separatist group ETA was formed in 1968 to gain 2
land for the Basque people of the Iberian Peninsula. Both these organizat

were willing to resort to terrorism, but arguably the most specracular te

rorism could be suppressed only by national or international efforts through the
use of military force, and whether, in responding with military power, the states
might also be violating human rights, were questions that were to be bequeathed
to the subsequent decades.

incident occurred in 1972 when the Palestine Liberation Organization
attacked and killed a number of Israeli athletes at the Munich Olympics
end of the decade, when Soviet forces invaded Afghanistan, Islamic jihac
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.ame time adhering to traditional perspectives on such issues as marriage and birth

Religious Revival and the Limits of T iona
Faﬂsnatlona IS ~ontrol. Moreover, Catholics, especially in Europe, became deeply involved in devel-

There is another way to contexeualize the appearance of Islamic ECETOTiS opmcntal and humanitarian activicies abroad. In Latin America, where such efforts

1970s. It was a dramaric demonstration of the fact thar religion was n were particularly notable, there emerged what was called “Liberation Theology”—
this came close to fundamentalism, as its followers strictly adhered to the teachings

gaining influence among individuals and nations, and in various reg
of Jesus as recorded in the Bible, but it also had political implications in that it

world. While it is wrong to equate terrorism with a religious movement, t
cidental phenomenon of transnational violence and religious revival . drove its adherents to involve themselves in opposition to secular state authorities.
The Protestant counterpart to Liberation Theology was revivalism, or evan-
gelicalism as it was sometimes referred to, stressing the impending “second com-
ing” of Christ and the need for ardent prayers for personal salvation. Mainline

Protestant churches in Europe and the United States declined in atcendance dur-

cades that saw notable developments in such areas as human rights an
mentalism is deserving of attention, Certain religious developments
stress national and parochial concerns. Even if religious faiths had rra

stressed the unity of humans before God, that did not prevent sectarian;
ing the 19603, but nondenominational and charismatic sects surged. They stressed

:'chat the Bible was to be understood literally as laws passed down from God

laristic forces from developing agendas that were clearly against universalis

In particular, during these decades chere grew what Scotr Thomas:
through Jesus. In the Unired States, for instance, a group calling itself “The Moral
Majority” increased its influence during the 1970s, joining forces with tradirional

termed “religious nationalism,” or religion in the service of a nation;
versa.” Iran after the revolution of 1979 is a good example: a nation rulé :by
ocracy of ayatollahs, or religious leaders. Of course, one could point to the . Xam evangelicals whose roots went back to the Great Awakening of the eighteenth
century. Billy Graham exemplified the mid-twentieth-century variety, exhort-

ing all devout believers to bring Christian doctrine into their daily lives. These

of Tsracl as a Jewish state as an even carlier manifestarion of a religion cstabh’si
nation, but Israel was not quite a theocracy, and secular Jews shared power
more religious. Others, such as Hamas in Palestine’s occupied territories, " movements were the Christian counterparr to Islamic fundamentalism, not only
bollah in southern Lebanon, and the Taliban in Afghanistan (until after the e

Soviet occupation in the 1980s) and Pakistan did not control a national govern

doctrinally buc also in their attemprt to make an impact on political and social
affairs. Some fundamentalists became actively engaged in protesting against birth
control and abortions, while others resurrected the anti-Darwinian movement
that had scen its heyday during the 1920s (especially in the United States) and
argued that science, especially as taught at schools, should conform o the Bible. In

but were seeking to seize political power. In all these instances, religiou
manifested irself through politicization, “Political Islam” was a good cxaﬁ;p

But Islam was not alone. The 1970s also witnessed the revival of fundaine
tendencies among other religions. As Thomas Borstelmann has shown,
United States the decade was characterized by both social diversity an

opposition to Darwinian perspectives on the origins of human species, the adher-
ents of what came to be called “creationism” insisted that the origins of humanity
as well as of the world should 21l be attributed to God’s work.

While Islam and Christianity were particularly notable in the renewed em-
phasis on fundamental doctrines, other religions, too, were affected by the trend
and produced groups wichin them that were oriented toward fundamentalism,

resurgence.” The same phenomenon could be detected elsewhere as well. Ch
iry, which had mostly remained a personal faith and, within a nation—st':i_'fc,-
large passive and subordinate o secular authority, came to assert itself, Mo
influence, it is true, was in civil society, where church attendance began to grov
evangelical preachers and movements gained influence. But within the Chri
church, there were significant new developmencs among both Catholics and D
tants. Throughout the 1960s and the subsequent decades, the Catholic Chu
came a major force for nuclear arms control and interracial harmony, while a

even extremism. For instance, in South Asia, where Buddhists and Hindus had
existed side by side for centuries—a coexistence complicated by the fact that Bud-
dhists tended to be a major influence among poorer classes—some individuals

and groups resorted to violence against one another, or sometimes against other
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religions. Such religious activism became serious when it was interewined
ethnic conflict within national boundaries, as happened in Sri Lanka where th
Tamil minority, espousing Hinduism, sought to achieve autonomy, if not co
plete independence, by struggling against the Buddhist majority. In Tibet, fof
lowers of the Dalai Lama accepted his doctrine of passive resistance to the
nese government, which claimed that Tibet belonged to China, but a minorie
of radicals did not hesitate to use more direct means of protest. We may also d
the example of Afrikaners, the white population in South Africa, the majorir:
of whom professed faith in the Dutch Reformed Church while safcgu".a'rdi
their nation’s policy of racial segregation, or apartheid, even as it came
denounced by the transnational community as a gross violation of hum
rights. Religion in the service of the state, and vice versa, were in many ways
anomalous development in a period that saw so much evidence that transt
tional ideas and aspirations were being strengthened ™

The Dalai Lama and acror Richard Gere at the New York Lawyers Alliance for World Securit
Annual Peace Award, April 1994, Exiled from Tiber when ic was incorporated into Chinain 19
the Dalai Lama has followers all over the world, symbolizing the spiritual leadership of a transn
tional individual. (Wirclmage/Gerey Images) '
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Why such a development? It was clearly a reaction against the tendency of the
age that exalted the transnational individual at che expense of the national com-
munity and that saw a steady erosion of state authority and the strengthening of
non-state actors. Religious nationalism, in a sense, came to the state’s rescue. One
may see this most clearly in the United States, where religious revival was closely
connected to nationalism and political antiradicalism, even antiliberalism. Those
who were shocked by the challenges to state authority by the radical movement of
the 1960s often sought refuge in religion, in most instances the Christian church.
Many religious conservatives, on their part, saw eye to eye with polirical nacion-
alists. The relentless assault on the government during the Vietnam War, as well
as the growth of transnational movements, produced an inevitable backlash, co-
alescing those who sought to restore respect for the nation as well as the church.
In this sense, religion and narion reinforced each ocher.

Religious revival in this period, however, may also be connected to another
notable phenomenon: the self-assertiveness of non-Western countries and people.
From the moment they came to power, Iran’s ayatollahs did not conceal their
disdain for modern Western civilization, in pareicular its secular lifestyles and
democratic governance. Likewise with other Islamic fundamentalists, who cast-
gated the West for its alleged domination of the world. Even less-politicized Mus-
lims began to distance themselves from Western values or to assert that these
values were not universally valid, that non-Western parts of the globe adhered to
their own belief systems. We have noted the influence of such writers as Fanon
and Said, who challenged the political and cultural terms that had been defined
in the West and accepted unquestioningly by the non-West. Such thinkers as well
as religious leaders were insisting on an equation berween the West and the non-
West, neither of which was of universal validity. Just at the moment when trans-
national forces appeared to grow with unprecedented speed, these views were
calling for recognition of diversity, even of division of humankind into separace
religious and other identities. Politicization of religion may be considered an as-
pect of such a phenomenon.

In 1963 the historian William H. McNeill published a widely acclaimed book,
The Rise of the West. 'The tite was misleading, because the book’s aim was not to
celebrate the triumph of modern Western civilization but rather to purt it in the
context of the long history of humankind. In McNeill’s view, “the rise of the
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West” was not foreordained. It was a relatively recent phenomenon, daring
no earlier than the mid-eighteenth century. The West “rose” and came 1o dopy
nate the world because of its scientific and intellecrual achievements durmg
Enlightenment, but, he argued, this dominance might not last any longé‘f t
that of other civilizations had. McNeill was only vaguely aware of the for
what would come to be called globalization, let alone of transnationalizatio
his emphasis, like that of his senior colleague Toynbee, was on connections amen;
civilizations as a major engine of human history. Although McNeill was app
ently unaware rhat these phenomena were even then challenging long-held ide
about the modern West, his insistence on viewing history as a world-embra
development, not just in terms of national or regional units, would, in two o
three decades, come to seem commonplace. :
In any event, to borrow from the title of McNeill’s book, the 1960s and
1970s did indeed mark the rime when the non-West began to rise. We have .'_s_c_
some examples of this already during the 1950s, such as the Bandung Conft;chc__
and UNESCO’s ten-year project on murual appreciation berween East and We
Both challenged the traditional acceprance of the West as the norm and soug}
place the West and the non-West on equal terms. We may likewise note th.cﬁf\'
in which the idea of “development” became politicized and uncoupled frogh
West. No idea was more “Western,” at least in modern history, than that
“development.” And it had immense following among non-Western people
nomic development was a primary objective of the newly independent sta;
during the 19505 and beyond. As more countries joined their ranks—by
19708 more than two-thirds of the membership of the United Nations consistec
of postcolonial states—development became an even more urgent imperati
Already in 1960 the UN General Assembly passed a resolution designating
new decade as the Decade of Development. - :
The situation began to change in the early 1970s, however, when the deve
ing nations called for a “new internarional economic order” that would promot
their development by giving chem preferential trearment vis--vis the advance
countries of the West in trade, investment, and other areas. At the same time, ré
flecting the thinking of Fanon, Said, and others, some in the Third World came
challenge the prevailing thinking on economic development, which had postu:
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Jated that agrarian societies would undertake industrialization and urbanization
through some system of state planning, whether socialist or nonsocialist. The
advanced industrialized countries were to provide capital and rechnology for
this purpose. These ideas retained their influence after 1960. Indeed, they gained
official recognition in the United States when President John F. Kennedy estab-
lished an office devored to foreign assistance (the Agency for International De-
velopment) and avidly promoted nation building and economic development in
Asia, Africa, and Latin America. In addition, he also initiated the Peace Corps,

a program for young American men and women to go abroad to serve as engineers,

- teachers, hospital workers, and in many other capaciries to help modernize de-

. veloping countries. The key theme was again development, which was now more

firmly incorporated into official US policy, as exemplified by the appointment
of W. W. Rostow, the preeminent theorist of development, as a member of the
National Security Council. Even the Vietnam War, which grew in seriousness
under Kennedy and was drastically expanded under his successor, Lyndon B.
Johnson, was waged in the name of helping South Vietnam’s self-determination
and economic modernization.

This was the heyday of academic developmentalism. Theories of moderniza-
tion were promulgated by political scientists and sociologists as well as by econo-
mists, and historians, too, avidly absorbed the social science literature on the
subject. As noted earlier, modern Japanese history came to be understood in the
framework of modernization, and the same conceptualization was applied to
Turkey, China, and other countries, and not simply national histories but also
international relations were frequently understood in the same framework. Often
the Cold War came to be seen as a contest berween the superpowers as to which
of them was better equipped and more successful in helping Third World coun-
tries modernize themselves. But far more than global geopolitics was involved, as
can be seen in the struggle between Moscow and Beijing to influence develop-
mental strategies in such countries as North Korea and Vietnam, Recent research
reveals chat for Pyongyang or Hanoi, the Cold War struggle between the two
superpowers was of much less inrerest to the political leaders than the question
of choosing the ideology and methods that were best calculated to ensure their

own, as well as their country’s, survival”®
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At this level, then, development was a widely shared, transnationa rention to domestic affairs in all councries to ensure thae the rights of women,

as well as the basis for understanding national and international affa Jildren, and minorities were protected. It is fitring that, before he was assassi-
ever, Third World doctrines against Western-style development also gr ated in 1968, Martin Luther King always conceived of his seruggle for equalicy
the 1960s and became even more widespread in the subsequent decade T home in relation to similar movements abroad, including Gandhi’s movement
to name a significant moment to mark the rise of counterdevelopmcﬁtéhém 1 India. Although the Indian leader had been assassinated twenty years carlier,
would be no better landmark than the emergence of “dependency theg ing believed solid ties connecred the two, as well as those struggling for justice
promulgated by Ratil Prebisch, an Argentine economist and statcsni;{  South Africa and elsewhere. They were against economic development for its
the 1960s he chaired the UN Economic Commission for Latin America o wn sake and gave priority to noneconomic objectives.
tinued to take the advanced economic powers to task for pursuing their selfj Such thinking was part of the story of the rise of the non-West. While mod-
even when they undertook developmental assistance. Such assistance, he ernization and economic development were quintessentially of Western origin, to
all had strings attached; the capitalist nations used it for solidifying their stress racial equalivy or the Third World's liberation from dependency was to in-
less advanced countries, tying them to global trade and investment netv dicate that the non-West had arrived on the global scene. Their interests and ideas
upshot was to keep these countries perpetually under the control of the i would now have to be taken seriously and their perspective incorporated into any
nations by making them dependent on the lateer rather than freeing the view of the human condition and of humankind’s future. As noted earlier, the
from the chain. Like Fanon’s treatises on the Third World’s mental depe term Auman security came to be used in this period among some officials and
on the West, Prebisch’s formularion theorized about the same phenon nonofficials to indicate the priority of human as against national interests. In
the economic area. Both questioned the prerogative of the West to presen their view, it was not enough to be concerned with national security, something
history as a model for others and sought to liberate the non-West from tt that cach country would define to fit its needs. Human security, in contrast, con-
vanced countries’ seemingly perpetual control of the world’s resources and sidered the welfare of all people in the entire world. Only when they were ensured
kets. Soon dependency theory became widely shared among developing a minimum of food, shelter, health, education, and dignity could there be true
who came to view themselves as victims of global economic forces. security for all, including individual states. There is little doubt that when people
Counterdevelopmentalism, however, was not confined to the non-W began couching their ideas this way, humanity was no longer equated with “West-
noted in the preceding section, an important aspect of the West’s “culeur erners,” the symbol of modern civilization, but all people everywhere.
Jution” during the 1960s was the questioning of the premises of modernizatio Religious revival of the 19705 may be put in some such context. It was not
progress. The revolutionaries opposed their vision of a less developed; | simply that certain religious movements gained influence or that they became
banized world to the reality of a seemingly perperually growing industrial wo ardent forces in support of nationalism. Many of these movements arose in non-
But many of them also accepted counterdevelopmentalism as a viable concep - Western countries, as if to indicate chat the non-West was “rising” to challenge a
tie them and the Third World together. In their transnational universe, me - world economy, a world order, and a world culture that had been part of the
women from all over the world would work together, not for further prom  phenomenon of the “rise of the West.” The resurgence of Islam and other faiths
the world’s economic growth but for combating poverty and inequalicy in-diff - combined with Third World self-consciousness, the rise of China, antidevelop-
ent areas of the world. They would seek to climinate injustice such as racial mentalism, and many other concurrent phenomena to challenge the power and
quality and religious intolerance. They would put pressure on governments ai influence of the West.
corporations to stop doing business with South Africa until the larter gave ~ Whether such a sicuation fostered, altered, or damaged transnational networks

policy of apartheid. For that matter, the transnational radicals would pay clo - is an interesting question to which no simple answer is possible. If the non-West
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had turned against the West, it would undoubtedly have led to a divide 3. Ldyers O_]F 1 mnmarz'omzlism

not an interconnected one. Bue thar did not happen. The non-West did nota;
to an anti-West coalition. People of Asia, the Middle East, Africa, a

tity as non-Western, but they were clearly outnumbered by multilateral nec THE FINAL two decades of the twentieth century are usually characterized
that included countries from all parts of the globe. The incipient rise of the

West, in other words, was a reality whose significance provided one laye

as having been a period of rapid globalization. It was in the 1980s that the term
globalization came to be used widely, to refer particularly to a spectacular in-
evolution of transnational history. Just as non-national entities like: religio crease in the number and scope of activities of multinational enterprises. Global-
business enterprises, NGOs, and races were making their existence knoxyfn‘ ~ ization now more than ever came to embrace most countries of the world.
world arena, non-Western people, faichs, ideas, and goods were intruding It is important to keep in mind that, as in the preceding period, the economic
Western consciousness, in the process contributing to the making of a moy - layer was just one of several that consticuted the evolution of a transnationalizing
global community. ' - world. One characteristic of the 1980s and the 1990s may well have been that
some contradictions and even conflict among such layers became increasingly
more visible.

In the economic sphere, perhaps the most significant development was that
the People’s Republic of China under the leadership of Deng Xiaoping in 1979
began to modernize the country by opening it up to international trade and
investment. This resulted in a massive infusion of foreign capital and technology
into the country as well as the establishment of manufacturing firms, combining
such capiral and technology with cheaper domestic labor.*® By the end of the
century, China was emerging as one of the fastest-growing economies, its rate of
growth averaging 9 percent per year during the years 1980~2000. Its products,
consisting mostly of agricultural and mineral goods initially but increasingly
of manufactured irems, began to flood the world market. From virtually nil in
1980, Chinese export trade was already accounting for 1.8 percent of the world’s
total in 1990 and 4.0 percent in 2000. China’s exports as a share of the country’s
GDP rose from 13 percent in 1980 to 44 percent in 2000. Its foreign currency re-
serve, a test of how well a country is doing in its international balance of payments,
already recorded $30 billion in 1990 and rose to $168 billion in 2000, among the
highest in the world. In virtually all countries, the label “Made in China” could
be found on a vast number of consumer products, including television sets, radios,

air conditioners, and computer parts as well as kitchen utensils and cloches.
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However, “Made in China” did not mean that an exported item had bee
factured entirely by Chinese. It may have been designed by Americans
peans, and it may have been produced by Indian, Vietnamese, or Indon
well as Chinese workers. In other words, China was now being fully lntegx
into the global cconomy in which national labels lost their earlier, excl_ﬁ_s_w o
notations, Other countries, for their part, rushed their goods and capital;jto
partially opened China marker, where people began to have the means t6
or at least to aspire to enjoying, Western-style middle-class patterns of.li'\{i_;'l'
the very least, the Chinese were less poor than they had been eraditional :
instance, the rural poverty rate was 42.8 percent in 1990, but it shran_k:t
percent by 1997. The percentage of China’s population earning less than o
dollar a day fell from around 9 percent to less than 4 percent during the 1

It is true that state planning, rather than marker forces, dicrated the
direction, size, and specific contents of the Chinese economy. The Beijing regi
controlled by the Communist Party, annually set goals for economic grow
made plans for industrial and agriculrural production, and provided subsidie
export-oriented businesses. Even its population policy, which came to be knov
the “one child per family” rule, was pare of the state’s accempe to increasc_t 1
tion’s productivity. By limiting che overall population, the leaders hoped to eds
cate and train those who were born so that they would become productive m
bers of the country and succeed in the international arena. This was an int
part of China’s strategy of modernization, launched in the early 1980s.50
catch up with the more advanced countries and to claim a larger share of the wotl
economy. Even so, the state alone could not have carried on the task of tran;
forming the country without the cooperation of the people, the more so bes
modernization entailed incorporating the nation into the global setting,.wh
in turn meant providing a profit motive to ambirious and hardworking indi
als so that they would compete in both the domestic and external marker
increasing number of Chinese willingly entered the global market and purs
their opportunities as well as interests, to such an extent that by the end of t
century a small minority at the top of the economic ladder were emerging a
lionaires, to the envy of the rest of the population. The gap berween the successh
few and the rest creared social unrest and political tension, which would nev
disappear despite the efforts by the governing elite to maintain domestic order
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The story could be duplicated in many other countries, so that there emerged
a globally interconnected community of individuals and non-state actors wich
gendas that were not identifiable with formal state policies. Countries like In-
dia and Brazil were nort far behind China, although their rates of economic
growth in this period were lower. And in the wake of the ending of the Cold
War and the collapse of the Soviet Union in the late 1980s and the early 1990s,
Eastern European countries now entered the global arena and took advantage of
the opportunities being opened up for economic liberalization and growth.
Some of the formally socialist states did better than others, however. Poland,
Hungary, and the Czech Republic made fairly successful transitions to the mar-
ket economy, whereas Russia’s economy shrank by 3.5 percent between 1990 and
2000 and Ukraine’s rate of growth fell by nearly 7 percent per year. The fact re-
mains that there were now far more numerous players in the drama of globaliza-
tion. As a result, the United States, Japan, and the Western European countries

that had dominated the world economy could no longer take cheir hegemonic
 position for granted and were forced to pay increasing attention to the newly
 globalizing stares.

Such a nation-by-nation description of accelerating globalization, however, is

- somewhat misleading. The principal units playing their roles in the world econ-

- omy were no longer just nations. One significance of globalization at the end of

the rwentierh century is that states were becoming less the determinants of eco-
nomic activities and their traditionally central roles were being supplemented, if
not supplanted, by non-state actors and individuals. This phenomenon had al-
ready become noticeable in the 1970s, but it was accelerated during the 1980s.
Instead of focusing on the rise of China or of the entrance of Eastern European
states into the global economic arena, therefore, we should pay equal attention
to the flow of goods, capital, and labor, which was now much less restrained than
earlier. Instead of seeing China as 2 monolithic economic entity, for instance, we
should speak of individual Chinese as well as the country’s profit-oriented firms.
These were people and organizations that happened to be Chinese, bur cheir roles
were not bound by the territorial borders. They went all over the world in search
of business opportunities.

Capiral, too, was becoming increasingly more stateless, released from various
restrictions thar had regulated its movement. Perhaps the decisive moment in
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the transnarionalization of capital came at the end of 1985, when reprcsc 990S. But then, as if driven by some obsessive consensus, historians began writ-

of central banks and finance ministers from the United Stares, Britain, Ger ng books in which such words appeared in their titles. Global history almost
France, and Japan met at the Plaza Hotel in New York City to liberalize cy swernight became an acceptable way, a plausible framework in which to study
sistory, especially of the modern period. World history, too, made a comeback.
As noted earlier, McNeill's The Rise of the West, published in 1963, had been a

,ach-blazer, but the auchor’s passion for the history of the whole world and its

transactions across national borders. The authorities in these countries
1971 sought ro coordinate their monetary policies in order to sustain ¢
the dollar at a certain level, but now they would minimize, if not eliminat
gecher, such intervention. The Plaza Accord in effect withheld suppore fo arious civilizations had not quite caught on, and historians continued to focus
dollar as the officially sanctioned currency of choice in international erans: n national histories. This had been how they had studied the past ever since the
and eliminarted state-controlled rates of exchange, at least in theory. In real iscipline of history was established in nineteenth-century Europe. History
central banks in various countries retained a measure of control over rat meant the study of a nation’s past (and present). Toward the end of the twentieth
change through buying or selling their respective currencies, China being entury, however, world history gained in popularity, making separate national
ticularly notable example. Still, currency traders, speculators, and even ord istories less and less palatable, looking parochial. According to periodic surveys
citizens all over the world were now much less restrained than in the past to ndertaken by the American Historical Association, whereas in 1980 only a tiny
raction of history departments in the United States had faculey teaching

vorld history, twenty years later almost 20 percent of them did s0.”” The propor-

chase, accumulare, or sell chunks of whatever narional monetary units thy
For the first rime in the modern centuries, currencies began to float gl

which complicated business planning but was an inevitable aspect of the trans ion of faculty and graduate students teaching and studying non-Western history

tionalizing of the global economy. ontinued to increase, challenging the once overwhelming presence of “Ameri-

The establishment of the European Union in 1991 and the dec1310n ini _canists” and “Europeanists.” In chis context, the term global history made its

most members of the regional community—DBritain was a notable excep ‘appearance. In most instances it meant the same thing as world history, but an

adopt 2 common monetary unit, the euro, was furcher evidence of the tra increasing number of scholars came to prefer the term global rather than world
tionalization of the global economy. One could now travel in most countr to describe their work and cheir intentions, especially if they were teaching or
Western and Central Enrope without changing currencies at each border, writing about the modern period.

at the same time imports to, and exports from, the regional communit Whichever term was used, it is remarkable that in the 1990s more and more

and waned as the rates of exchange between the euro and the dollar, as: colleges began offering courses in world history, the assumption being that it was

between the euro and the pound sterling and other currencies, kept changin no longer sufficient just to scudy a particular country’s past bur rather that one

Despite such developments, observers and academic specialists were s should recognize che inrerrelatedness of all nacional histories. This was because,

to recognize them as a significant historical phenomenon. Although th scholars and teachers now insisted, no country’s history was self-conrained but

globalization began to be used by economists and social scientises dutin -was a product as much of interactions with other countries as of internal dynamics.
1980s—and its usage steadily spread to journalists, the business community; In asense, then, there was no such thing as national history pure and simple, but
ticians, bureaucrats, and even foundations (such as the Center for Global Pa only global history. However, because global history was a very awesome concep,
nership, established within the Japan Foundation in 1991)—historians did assuming thar one had to know something about all nations and civilizations,
initially catch on. A cursory look at their writings indicates that few of and because the term could give the impression that national borders no longer
mentioned, let alone discussed, globalization until toward the end of the cer martered, some preferred to refer to what they were advocating as “cransnational

Even words like global and globalizing were rarely used by historians before history.” Transnational history did not deny the existence and relevance of sepa-
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rate nations but emphasized interconnections and mutual influence wbalization, but when the same group of scholars, with the addition of others,

them. Narions still mattered, but there were many other players on th et ten years later, vircually every participant used thar term and referred to

history, creating constant flows of goods, people, and ideas across bord rious “global” themes in their understanding of the recent past.'" It would be
religions, and civilizations interacted with one another on a differenty o easy to say that this gap was due to the fact that until the early 1990s the over-

nations. Whereas most scholars continued to comprehend these phen helming attention of historians as well as the public had been paid to the vicis-
cudes in the Cold War. The decade of the 1980s did indeed witness dramaric

wrns of events in the geopolitical arena, starting with what some called the

themes in international history, the rerm international tended to impl
state, rather than incer-civil-society and interhuman connections, and
argued, it was important to categorize these connections less as internar econd Cold War” in the wake of the Sovier Union’s invasion of Afghanistan
more as transnational. & and the Reagan administration’s response of dramatically increasing the US nu-
ear arsenal, which led to the summic conferences berween Ronald Reagan and

ikhail Gorbachev, the Soviet leader. Gorbachev’s domestic reforms under the

Thus emerged cthe field of transnational history as a way to reconcepe
history, especially modern history. Because the modern period saw the

dancy of the nation as the key unit of political governance, economic ac principles of glasnost (openness) and perestroika (reconstruction), in the mean-

time, steadily undermined the stability and cohesiveness of the Sovier Bloc, which
eventually led to political upheavals in Eastern Europe that brought about the fall
of the Berlin Wall. All these breathtaking changes took place during the 1980s

and social order, and because the study and teaching of history were oftel
up with the task of nation building, it was important to liberate oneself froj
nation-centrism and pay equal attention to what was transnational inia natig

past and present. Thinking along some such lines, scholars increasingly be and were at first incerpreted within the framework of the history of the Cold

refer to transnational themes and developments in the modern and con e War. That story line has its own validity, but it conceals a great deal of rransna-

world. It was no accident that the historians who led the way in this d tional developments that were occurring simultaneously. The fall of the Berlin

included scholars of US history, a subject that for decades had been dominate Wall, for instance, was preceded by the fall of the dollar following the Plaza Accord

writers focusing on domestic political, social, and cultural history, seressin of 1985. That and many other developments in the transnational economic area may

unique character. Scholars such as Thomas Bender and Ian Tyrrell begar not have directly led to the ending of the Cold War, but this latter phenomenon

phasize the need to put US history in the context of world history and of gl should be understood in the context of the global transformations that were

developments. Tyrell’s 1991 article in the American Historical Review, "' T occurring in all froncs simultaneously, as will be discussed in the next section.

tional History,” was among the first to use the phrase. The concept was st Historians as well as other observers of the contemporary scene were very

underdeveloped to gain immediate currency, and it had to compete wich slow to recognize these parallel themes because of their overriding commirment

history” and “global history” to find acceptance among scholars, tCaCh_C to, or habit of, viewing world affairs in the framework of the Cold War—or

educated readers. Nevertheless, a transnational moment had arrived in't more broadly, comprehending history in geopolitical terms, which betrayed

torical literature.’*® Scholars were willing to take note of the developing tra: their nation-focused perspective. They missed the growth of transnational con-

tional consciousness and to seek to reconceptualize the study of the past sciousness and focused on the US-USSR geopolitical relationship. It is true that

How does one explain the gap berween the realicy—namely, the ste an increasing number of observers became fascinated with the democratization

balization of the wotld—and its scholatly perception? Quite clearly the movements in various parts of the world. Starting in the mid-1970s, waves of po-
of history had lagged behind history. For instance, when a group of histo litical liberalization spread from Greece, Portugal, and Spain to Argentina, the
Philippines, South Korea, South Africa, Eastern Europe, China, and elsewhere.

But these phenomena were initially understood as national developments, pro-

from Europe, the United States, and Japan met in 1983 to review the rumult
evenes of the twentieth century up to that point, hardly anyone used th
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Transnational Contributions to the
Ending of the Cold War

The dramatic ending of the Cold War at the end of the 1980s is usually attributed
O“ geopolitical factors, in particular to the superiority of US military, economic,

d technological power. The prevailing narrative postulates a teleology in which
}:,:C bipolar struggle for power ended in one side’s victory because it had grearer
1:11itary and economic power as well as intellectual and culvural resources—
z:hac Joseph Nye called “soft power”—which it used effectively against an oppo-
ent who may have had huge stockpiles of arms but not much else to counter that
aperiority.'”* If such a one-sided power equation was all there was to the Cold
Var, however, it would not have lasted as long as it did. We must remember that
1e Soviet Union as well as other socialist countries, including the People’s Re-
ublic of China, had wiclded as much influence as they did in the world because
hey appealed to anticapitalist and anti-Western opinion in various pares of
he world, giving the impression that they, the socialist societies, were the wave
f the future. It was the challenge posed to the ideclogical as well as the military
nderpinnings of the Cold War that contributed to undermining and altering
he geopolitical map of the globe. The challenge was fundamentally transna-
onal, ranging from global movements for human rights and for world peace to
slamic fundamentalism opposed both to the Soviet Union and to the West. The
old War’s end contained all such elements, and to single out the geopolitical
realities” would be fundamentally rautological. That is to say, if che Cold War is
een to have been defined by such “realities,” to assert that it ended when the
realities” changed is merely seating the obvious. It would be more helpful to
ote that the arena in which the geopolitical game was played had been signifi-
antly transformed so that the game had steadily altered its character. While the
uclear-armed states remained, and while international relations and national
alries continued to move with their own momentum on one level, transna-
onal forces were steadily intruding upon their spaces.

Transnational contributions to ending the Cold War took many forms, but ac
botrom was the growteh of non-state, non-national actors. NGOs and multina-

onal business enterprises had spectacularly increased in number during the 1970s,

High school and university students demonstrating near Tiananmen Square in Beijir_x.g..
the pro-democracy protest, May 1389. The event was televised throughout the world an_‘.:l :
part of the global movement for democracy. Alchough this demonstrarion was brut_glly sii
ceform movements have continued in various forms in China. (AFP/Getry Images) -

duced by specific domestic circumstances, or else they were seen as by—_pgp
of the casing of great power tensions that reached a climax at the end o
1980s. Bur it should have been obvious even then that the waves of pro'd§ .

movements were reflecting a shared concern across the globe with the .Wci
of all people. [t was no accident that the protesters in Tiananmen Square
jing in the spring of 1989 built a replica of New York’s Statue of Liberty,

versal symbol for the search for freedom. 'That the protest was brutally sup
was a Chinese national affair, but its memory was transnational and ne
away, so that the “Tiananmen moment” came to mean 2 betrayal of people’

rations anywhere in the world.
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and in the subsequent decade they continued to help promote a ; : : :
9 Y PP sense of: Ir would be farferched, of course, to argue that the increasingly serious

community. Some NGOs specifically aimed at resisting nuclear . . .
v P Y armam cenhouse effect undermined and ultimately ended the Cold War. It is clear,

strategy on the part of the superpowers, especially the introductio s . . .
¥ P perp > 5P 7 no evertheless, that within the Soviet bloc no less than in the West, concern with

range missiles on European soil. The Catholic Church actively parrici; '
T .thc environment was growing, as was the realization that such concern was

the global call for reduction of tensions, and it joined other internati
g J ) ational N ared transnationally. Nowhere was this more dramarically demonstrated than

in organizing protest marches and rallies in Europe, South America: ay
§ &P pe; 1, an in the horrendous nuclear seepage that took place in a nuclear power plant located

There was an armosphere of transnational solidarity that even began Chernobyl, Ukraine, in 1986. On April 26, reactor number 4 of the facility

articipation by some from the Soviet Bloc. In the meantime, multin . N
P p Y nati xploded, and the resulring fire spread contamination into the atmosphere,

terprises did their part in the process as well by expanding their business . . .
p p p Y exp 5 ness acti hich winds discributed far and wide. It was a transnational tragedy as the nuclear

in Soviet-B - ; Ty L
in Soviet-Bloc countries and in China. Although of modest scale, such acti quses spread beyond the Sovier borders. The elevated and potentially harmful

created opportunities for contact between Western (and Japanese) busi failout reached Western Europe and as far away as Greenland. (Even as late as

people and their counterparts in the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, aric

; h - Wales still ded low lev-
Soviet and Chinese leaders, exemplified by Gorbachev and Deng, under; on, it was reported chat shecp-grazing pastures in Wales st recordac fow fev

104)

s of radioactivity.'®*) This was a civilian, not a military, disaster, bue its impact

that some personal engagement witch capitalists from abroad wasa ne - :
P 548 P cessan as all the greater because che radiation released has been estimated to have been

inevirable aspect of their countries’ economic modernization programs. The : : :
P P8 T ffar greater intensity than that produced by the atomic bombs dropped on two

ness of the growing business ties must have contributed to generatin - o :
5 5 8 8 Japanese cities in August 1945, and because it caused the deaths of scores of peo-

community driven by shared interests across what was left of the Cold Wa - .
: ple and the evacuation of the city’s residents, many of whom have not recurned

Another transnational factor in the drama of the 1980s was environn i
4 = here even roday. In the United States, many had been traumatized by the depic-

ism. T irulate bri ' ¢
ism. To recapitulate bricfly, although the movement for protecting the pla ion of nuclear fallout in the movie The China Syndrome, which rogether with the

from pollution and waste had begun to gather momenrum in the -
: 19708, . . ,
P 5 5 9708 4 hernobyl crisis and the less severe seepage in 1979 ata nuclear factory in Three

the 1980s there was as yet little to show for it. The most graphic manifestati - : ; ;
y gap : Mile Island, Pennsylvania, served to confirm the transnational belief that environ-

this was in the Earth’s temperature. It had arisen from the average of

. ental disasters knew no national boundaries. Gorbachev clearly understood
(13.6°C) during the first decade of the twentieth century to 57.0°F (13.9°C) s !

) . : his, and he turned to other countries for assistance in clearing up the debris from
decades later, bur in the 1980s it rose at a more rapid tempo, to 57.4°F (I .. ; s
g . ) R 8 the Ukrainian nuclear plant. In such circumstances, maintaining a posture of
indicating 2n alarming impact of the “greenhouse effect” caused by carbon:

, ) confrontation with the United States and its allies must have seemed to make no
ide and other gases that trap heat in the armosphere. In 1980 the world emit

sense. The Cold War, whatever meaning it had ever had, lost significance when

total of 18,333 million metric tons of carbon dioxide from the burning of fo . . :
the nuclear adversaries both contributed to, and suffered from, environmental

fuels such as coal, oil, and natural gas, and by 1990 the amount had risen t6 2. disasters and elobal warmin
million."®* The United States and the Sovier Union were the largest emitter B g b i onal h d .
: uman rights were another transnational issue that connected countries on
both sides of the Iron Currain. As Sarah Snyder details in her book Human
- Rights Activism and the End of the Cold War, since the 1975 Helsinki Accords,

“which included a provision about human rights, Western activists had been step-

carbon dioxide, together accounting for 42 percent of the world’s total in
and 41 percent in 1990. China added another 8 percent in 1980 and 11 percen
1990, so that these three large countries were significantly contributing to

came to be known as “global warming.” - . o oo
- ping up cheir efforts to contact similar groups, many of them clandestine, in the
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Barbed wire surrounds the deserted town of Prypyat, Ukraine, adjacent to the Chcrnobyl nucle
planc, May 2003. An accident at the plant caused radioactive material ro spread all over U
and many parts of Europe, triggering a worldwide questioning of the wisdom of producm_
nuclear energy. (AFP/Getry Images)

socialist countries in order to protect victims of political persecution.'.
in part to such efforts, Eastern Europeans increasingly became bolder in ¢l
lenging cheir leaders. At first quite modest, steps toward democratization y
nevertheless real. [n Czechoslovakia, Hungary, East Germany, Poland, and other
countrics—even in Romania, which still had a particularly brutal regim
citizens organized themselves in opposition to those in power, and unlike eagli
this time the Sovict leadership, under Gorbachev, did not send in tanks and
troops to suppress them. After all, the Sovier Union itself was promoting
spirir of “openness.” The result was that toward the end of the decade, oneco
munist regime after another fell, and the borders berween Eastern and Wes
Europe were opened up. Particularly dramatic was the fall of the Berlin Waﬂ
November 1989—a fitting climax to the drama of democratization in Easte
Europe. While this event is often seen in the context of the ending of the. Col
War, it would be more ficting to consider it a chapter in the history of hum
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 rights. Tt was democratization that, added to environmental and other transna-
- rional factors, led to the end of the Cold War, and not the other way around.

- Moreover, it would be too simplistic to assert that Eastern European demo-

cratization was a victory for the United Startes in the geopolitical contest. Human
rights had been promoted by many people all over the world who had constructed
non-state networks of activism, and the significance of this phenomenon went
far beyond the ups and downs of international affairs. Rather, the story belongs
in transnational history, and in that sense what happened in the 1980s demon-
strated that conventional international relations were making way for transna-
rional relations. What a study like Snyder’s shows is thar there exist several paral-
lel histories: history of geopolitical affairs, history of human rights, history of
environmental disasters and efforts to cope with them, and many others. What
the 19705 and the 1980s showed was that human rights, perhaps for the first time
in history, asserted its primacy and eclipsed other narrarives. That, too, is an im-
portant theme in the making of a transnational world.

Transnational Nationalism?

Ironically, just as transnational waves were sweeping through the world, tradi-
tional forces of nationalism also appeared to be reviving. Nowhere was this phe-
nomenon more striking than in Eastern and Southeastern Europe, where re-
newed assertions of national identity frequently led to calls for independent
nationhood. During the 1980s, it took the form of Eastern European councries’
assertion of greater independence from Sovietr control, but in the aftermath of
the Cold War, it became an even more extensive phenomenon, with various
components of the USSR breaking away from Moscow and, with or without the
latzer’s connivance, establishing (or, in most cases, reestablishing) autonomous
nations, such as Lithuania, Estonia, Georgia, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan,
Their separation heralded what would be the final demise of the USSR in 1901,
Henceforth, Russia, too, would become a nation among nations, although even
within the now smaller country there would be components seeking to achieve
their own independence. The Islamic republic of Chechnya was the most notable
example, where separatist rebels sought independence from the rest of Russia in
1994 and fought against Russian troops for a number of years, the Russian military
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in the process laying to waste the capital city of Grozny. The Chechen-Rus
confrontation would continue into the new century. i
In the rest of Eastern Europe, Czechoslovakia broke into two, the Cge,
Republic and Slovakia, but the most extreme case was in the Balkans;
Yugoslavia, which had been created in the aftermath of the First World Wa
consisted of regions with separate identities and religions, divided into a num
of states after the 1980 death of Josip Broz Tito, who had presided over Yugoslav
afrer the Second World War. Like the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakiai ¥
slavia disappeared from the world map. The Balkans now consisted of th
countries Albania, Bulgaria, and Greece, plus Macedonia, Serbia-Monteneg
(whose two constituting republics would be separated in 2006), Bosnia and |
zegovina, Croatia, Slovenia, and Kosovo. These were all very small countries, b
cach had its own distinctive history, religion, and ethnic identity. Inevitably
were problems in determining the precise boundaries and the ethnic comp
tion of the new states. Serious fighting took place, for instance, berween Serbia
Montenegro and Croatia. The worst crisis in this regard occurred in Sarajevo, th
capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in 1992, when Serb militants in the city’s sur
rounding hills declared themselves a “Serb republic” and attacked and laid sieg
to Sarajevo. The siege lasted until NATO aircraft bombed the Serb position :
199s. In this and other instances, intense fighting among Serbs, Muslims, Croats
and others often led to “ethnic cleansing,” as separate ethnic groups fought agai
one another with intense bitterness.
Elsewhere, too, ethnic nationalism intensified toward the end of the centur
The African continent was scourged throughout the 1990s by a sexies of bruta
conflicts. In Somalia, civil war broke ourt in 1991 between the central state an
separatists in the northwest region. Sierra Leone was plagued with fighting
control the country’s diamond mining region, recruitment of child soldiers, _ri;p
amputations of limbs, and other cruelties. Central Africa, especially the minera
rich areas of the Democratic Republic of Congo, was the site of what some have
called Africa’s “great wars.” The fighting involved eight African states, involvin
dozens of militia groups, and killed at its peak an estimared one thousand peopl -:
per day. As in West Africa, the Congo wars were characterized by mass rape, child
soldiers, and massacres. In Rwanda, Tutsi and Hutu, the two principal ethn
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communities, engaged in fierce fighting, and the 1994 attack b Hums . . .
&8 & v ' did not threaten the integrity of nationhood, at least in the last decades of the
Tutsis was considered genocide.

In South Asia, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs, Chnstians and
religious groups periodically asserced power over the others, and in Sri

ewentieth century.
Fven in some of these countries, however, ethnic minorities were never free

. i . o . from a sense of national (or, perhaps more correcely, subnational) identity and
the Tamils, the island’s Hindu minority who had opposed the rule by the By i fro _ ) ( perhap ) ¥ i ) y
_ did not integrare entirely into the Jarger community. The Turks in Germany, the

dhist majority, rose in open revolt in 1983 and continued their struggle ' o T . _
~ Algerians in France, and the Pakistanis in Britain often chose to emphasize their

mediation efforts by the neighboring India. . - R ) 07 e i
I - erhnicity over assimilation into the larger national communicy.””” Tibetans, Ui-

Western European countries and even Canada were also roiled by w . ) , . .
) ) . . L ghurs, Koreans, and other minorities in China remained cohesive and did not
separatism. Most of these challenges to dominant national regimes were pea e . o .
identify with the Han (Chinese) majority. These phenomena in turn provoked

ful, but in Northern Ireland the Irish Republican Army periodically engaged T L . .
nationalistic responses from the majority populations, who sometimes orga-

terrorist attacks on Protestants citizens, and the [atter responded in kin , ) o
: nized themselves into ultranationalistic movements. If the second half of che

peace accord was concluded in 1998. In Spain the separatist Basque mili . o
: cwentieth century was the age of transnationalism, it also seemed to enhance

continued to agitate for independence, resorting to bombing raids throug ¢ L . .
106 nationalism, of both minoriry and majoricy groups. Perhaps the best way to under-

first years of the new century. e S
. stand these dual phenomena, transnationalism and nationalism, would be to
How do we interpret such occurrences? Clearly they indicated thc depth . e . . iy
view them as existing simultancously at different levels or layers, inhabiting sepa-

ethnic nationalism that went back to the nineteenth century and even . i ]
X ) i . rate but not exclusive spaces. It was not so much that transnationalism and na-
Long suppressed while the Cold War rivalry berween che Sovier Union and: o ! . .
) . L B tionalism were competing for influence, but racher that they were simulraneous
United States had privileged the status quo over the aspirations of ethnic group . . ] . )
) forces. For one thing, nationalism was becoming a transnational phenomenon.

such groups now felt released from any such constraint and soughr to establ _ i .. ,
i . . . SR Along with everything else, nationalism was one kind of global development.
new nations to reflect their separate identities. It should be noted, however, . . o
. : . . i £ Moreover, unlike the earlier “age of nationalism” that begot world wars and local
ethnic self-consciousness did not translate into an assertion of separate nati o i L. . i
, , , e wars, this time many of the nationalistic forces were oriented domestically, seek-

hood in most countries of the world, which after all were mostly multiechn . . ) . . . L
. . . . . e ing their own separate identities and sometimes their own communities and
entities. Russia, even after the Soviet Union was broken up, continued to contai . . . o
. ) . , ) i even daring to break away from an established state. Nationalistic rivalries of the

nearly two hundred nationality groups, while the People’s Republic of Ch .. . ) ) . )
) = : traditional sort remained, involving territorial, trade, and other disputes, but
consisted of some fifty-five ethnicities, of whom nearly 10 percent were no ) ) ) ]
. i . = T these international dramas were played out even while global forces were shaping
Chinese. In the United States, virtually all the races and religions of the worl ) ) SoTE
. ) fee another layer of transnational connections. Nationalism, in other words, was

were represented. In the last decades of the century, non-African racial group o « . . . : _
, ) . . o L just like other “local” identities that grew hand in hand with forces of globaliza-

the United States, particularly Latinos and Asians, grew rapidly in numb ) . o . . .
R , N tion. In thart sense, there was no inherent contradiction or irreconcilable opposi-

there was no indication that any of the racial, religious, and other eth ) . . . )
. ] i ) ) tion berween nationalism and transnationalism.
idenrtifiable groups were seeking to create a separate nation. The United St . . . . )
; ) - Not so much nationalism as mono-nationalism may be taken as having been

was perhaps the best example where overall national consciousness had develope ) ) ) ) o
o ] ] T a more serious challenge to transnationalism. Mono-nationalism in the sense of

to such an extent that the nation’s breaking up into fragments along ethnic li i , ) ) o
.. . . g exclusionary loyalty to one’s nation and of resistance to considering items be-
would be unimaginable. Such was also the case with most other “establishe ) o ) ] )
. ) i _ . _ T yond borders—be they goods, ideas, or individuals—was incompatible with
countries, where, with the exception of a few like Spain, ethnic self-consciousne L : i . .
i transnationalism, and it was becoming rather rare. Even so, mono-nationalism
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somerimes made its appearance as if o revalidate the nation’s sense of history, mono-nationalism seemed to trump transnationalism. It was as if the

PI-hj:s can bcst bc seen in historical mcrnory' A.S Suggcsccd in Ehc inti‘odu morte Efansnationﬂl connections across bordcfs gECW, the Strongef also becal‘ne a

tion, how a nation remembers its past had always been central to its identie sense of history and memory as constituting individual and group idencities.
in a transnational age collective memories across borders could in theor

emerged so that ultimately they would become a shared memory of the w Transnational Regions

humankind. That was a development that was becoming discernible'in E

as the next section will discuss, but more notable at the end of the centi: If there was to be a way to reconcile transnational and national layers of con-

competing memories that reinforced the mono-nationalism of manj(- o sciousness, the European example suggested chat the construction of a regional

China and Japan, for example, clashed over official memories of their mg community might be a possible solution. Nationalism and transnationalism—

wars, in pacticular Japan's invasion of China in che r930s. Japanese hicey Jocal and global forces—could perhaps be mediated through regional communi-

books, written by nongovernmental writers but subject to official appro ries. As best exemplified by the European Community, which became the Euro-

fore course adoption, began to attract the artention of Chinese as well as pean Union in 1994, various nationalisms could be placed together in a regional

ans and other Asians in the 1980s and beyond, who blamed the authoriti framework in which all members would share certain policies, even a common

Tokyo for encouraging a revisionist teaching of the recent past, whitew currency. The story of the Union belongs in national and international history,

the aggression and atrocities committed by Japan’s military forces. Some in JaP bur its transnational implications are obvious. Regarding such cross-border is-

for their part, blamed their critics for distorting the record by publi shing tf sues as migration, water resources, and environmental protection, the regional

own official histories, which, they said, exaggerated casualty figures and ot community would develop common approaches. By abolishing borders within

aspects of the conflict. Japanese nationalists viewed the Asian-Pacific wat as the Union, citizens of all member states would be free to move across national

ing been waged to “liberate” Asia, whereas Chinese nationalists, joined by th boundaries, and foreigners would also be able to visit all countries within the

from Korea, the Philippines, and elsewhere, asserted that Japan's imperialis  regional community once they had been admitted into one of them. The Euro-

been even worse than that of the European powers.®® The history of the Se -~ peans were particularly concerned with their water resources. There are no arid

World War also engulfed the Unired States and Japan in controversy ove areas within the European Union, but it is imperative ro preserve its rivers and

Smithsonian Institation’s plans in the mid-9g0s for an exhibition of the B lakes in order to provide sufficient water for industrial, agricultural, and con-

Gay at the National Air and Space Museum in Washington. That was the airc sumer needs. Since the 1960s the member states have cooperated in developing a

. 110
thar dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima in 1945, and the initial design of strategy for controlling water usage.* The European states also worked rogether

exhibit had been to pay as much attention to the destruction caused by the atom to protect the natural environment, defining a common app roach to reduce car-

bombing as to the development of the new weapon. But the plans had ro be di bon emissions and prevent deforestation.

tically modified so as to present the nuclear atrack as having been a comple Nowhere was transnational pan-European consciousness more graphically

justifiable means for bringing the war in the Pacific to an end without furt demonstrated than in the founding of the European University Institute in Fie-

. - - - - 3
- 109 - - . N
casualties'*” Japanese remembered Hiroshima in a sharply contrasting way, sole, outside Florence, in 1976, There was clear awareness among the institution’s

unjustifiably inhuman way to destroy a populace, and there could be no easy founders—who came from all parts of Europe—that no regional communicy

lution of the two conflicting memories, indicating that even between allies, tr would be enduring without some shared intellectual and cultural experiences,

nationalization of historical memory was no easy task. When it came to a nario and this would particularly be the case in education. Traditionally education
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had been a very national undertaking, as each country sought to create 3
citizenship that would be cohesive, literate, and ready to serve its needs. AS.:a'.'
sequence, not only primary schools but also institutions of higher learnin
tended to be organized nationally. The new European leaders understo
imperative necessity to go beyond such a narrow focus, and, although thc;y
still support national centers of pedagogical and academic excellence, they wo
also be willing to share their resources for bringing university—level.s':"tu'd:eri
from all over Europe, and some even from the United States and other co
tries, to expose them to a more transnational environment of scholarshi;
research. Initially consisting primarily of programs in economics, law, _.1
and civilization, and in the political and social sciences, the European Uﬁivc:m
Institute demonstrated Europeans” commitment to shared knowledge an
intra-European cultural exchange. Such a commitment was confirmed by
tablishment in 1987 of the European Region Action Scheme for the Mobil
Universicy Students, or the Erasmus Program, which enabled students jtc.) a
classes across national boundaries, and by the Bologna Process of 1999, whic
tablished equivalency standards among higher education institutions withi
European Higher Education Area. Although it is too early to evaluate the s
of such programs, it would not be an exaggeration to say that in some such
ion, transnational lives were being creared.

These moves within Europe paralleled the growth of regional commiiniti
elsewhere. Although far less systematically or thoroughly developed, the i
steps toward transnational communities were also taken by such transnatic
entities as the North American Free Trade Area (NAFTA), bringing Canad
the United States, and Mexico together; the Latin American Free Trade Ass
ation (LAFTA); and the Central American Common Market. Unlike Eur
however, it was not easy to go much beyond economic cooperation in bril
neighboring nations together. NAFTA, for instance, sought to establish c
mon policies toward environmental and labor issues, but the three constituting
members did not always see eye to eye on these matters. There was as yet no_.'co"u
terpart to the European University Institute. The key reason for this was thatt
United States continued to attract students from all over the world and wa
sense, developing a transnational educarional environment on its soil. Under

circumstances, less pressure may have been felt for establishing a specifically
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‘North or South American oriented international university. (On the other
“ hand, US and Canadian institutions of higher learning regularly exchanged fac-
“alty and students as a matter of course. The two countries’ geographical proxim-

ty and shared language facilitared such transnationalism.)

Of fundamental importance in the successful launching of the European

- Union was the development of what some historians call “a communicy of shared
~memory.”"" In other words, Europeans had developed a commeon understand-

ing of their past interactions. Some of the past events had been painful: wars,
genocide, intolerance, and the like. At the same time, they shared more con-
structive pasts: the development of modern science, the Enlightenment, great
works of art, literarure, and music. European history had to be understood trans-
nationally as having been a mixed record of tragedies and accomplishments, of
evil and good deeds. They all took part in these divergent strands, but they were
heirs to this often contradictory, both glorious and ignominious, past. The im-
portant thing was thar they remembered the manifold shapes of the past as their
common heritage. In the New World, however, Americans, Canadians, Mexi-
cans, and South Americans had not arrived at a stage where such sharing of the
past had become possible. At least between the people of the United States and
Canada, there was a legacy of the common language and literary tradition; they
could even be said to have a sense, however vague, that they belonged to the same
past. (Broadway plays and musicals were brought to Canadian theaters as a mat-
ter of course, and audiences did not view them as alien or unfamiliar when they
portrayed scenes from the American past.) Between these two peoples and the
Mexicans, on the other hand, there was little such common consciousness, as
exemplified by the fact that the war of 1846-1848, after which the Unired States
acquired Texas, the Southwest, and California from Mexico, continued to be
viewed in sharply divergent ways on opposite sides of the Rio Grande. On the
other hand, in the last decades of the century, the regions bordering on the two
countries began to develop a self-consciousness as a border community, part of
the phenomenon that historians began to call “border history” that included
many other regions of the world. In time, a new perspective might become more
widespread, giving rise to the awareness that the world consisted as much of bor-
derlands as of territorially marked national communities. This, too, was an in-

stance of a developing transnational identiry.

o[ 791 ]




AKIE
RA IRIYE THE MAKING OF A TRANSNATIONAL WORLD

It is also pertinent to note that, because the Ameri e . : e .
p d rican continent hat reflected a self-consciousness of the region’s position vis-a-vis China in the

both on the Atlantic and the Pacific, there was a dual sense Offéglqnf} orth and Australia and New Zealand in the south. Leaders and the public in

Of the two, the idea of an Atlantic communit i : . . R
’ ‘ y of nations had long e he region were making an attempt to develop a transnational identity that would

ether, the United an g e ae . . .
gether, the U States and Canada had long defined themselyes as nable them to define a common perspective on such issues as human rights and

wider Atlantic, consisting of the legacy of Western civilizari Wwe . . : . -
» ) gacy lization as el nvironmentalism. For instance, the seas surrounding the Southeast Asian coun-

litical arrangements such as the North i izatior . o - . ,
g orth Aclantic Treaty Organization ries were particularly rich in reefs, containing about one-third of the world’s

a Pacific community was much slower to devel . . . .
Y o develop, but as Walrer M oral. Buc it was reported in 1990 that vircually all these reefs were in danger of

already pointing out in a 1993 book, Let the Sea Make a Noise, countr xtinction because of pollution, and ASEAN provided a framework for transna-

cople of the north Pacific—ranging from Chinese an . . . TR BT
peop &1hg Chinese and Russians t.(-"H onal cooperation to cope with the critical situation.

Canadians, and Americans—had been interacting with 3 . . . e
: , g one anothe However modest, the Southeast Asian countries’ regional initiatives were far

- 112 - . . . . IRt
rime.''* As if to take a cue from such a pe . . . N .
perspective, historians in Aust head of any development in East Asia. Consisting primarily of China (includ-

[L
ada, the United States, and clsewhere were beginni alize : . . . .
’ beginning to conceptualizea ing Taiwan), South and North Korea, and Japan, the region remained divided

community whose scale would be even grander than i ic county . Co . .
¥ § irs Alantic counte ot only because of the uncertain relationship between mainland China and the

However, no blueprine ver existed for a comprehensive Paci e .
? printy P 5 acific communj island of Taiwan, and between the two Koreas, but also because no shared mem-

parable to the European Union. ory comparable to that in Europe had emerged there. Koreans still resented the

For that to develop, Asian countries would first have to establish Ehe1r regic Japanese invasion of the peninsular kingdom toward the end of the fifreenth

identities. Bur the situation in Asia contin . . . :

ued to be complex. Several cou cencury and the rule by Imperial Japan during the first decades of the twentieth,
of Soucheast Asia had already, in the late 1960s, created their own regiona
munity, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), which ha

to promote not only economic bue also political mtcrdependencc

while the Chinese retained bitter memories of their war against Japan. Unlike
Europe, which had somehow managed to accommeodate wartime German atroc-

ities into a collective memory, in East Asia the Koreans, the Chinese, and the

members. Economically, they suffered a seri ' . . . .
¥, ey serious financial crisis in the late 199 Japanese held on to their separate memories, nationahzmg rather than transna-

Thailand an . .. . . . .
and some other nations experienced a sudden shortage of foren_gn tionalizing history. North and South Koreans, for their part, dealt with their

change, a crisis that had grown out of their increasin . . ,
ges 5 asing consumption of f recent past, notably the Korean War, in sharply contrasting ways. Those in the

oods. With a sharp increase in these countries’ trade defi . . : . S
8 P cies, the valuc o Democratic People’s Republic of Korea attributed the war’s origins to South

currencies fell. The worst possible development, like the global exchange Korea’s invasion in collusion with US imperialists, whereas in the Republic of

of the early 1930s, was averted by a timely intervention by the IMF, which p Korea the conflict was remembered as a national tragedy perpetrated by the

vided temporary relief measures in return f ies’ Fefc . , . .
porary or these countries” pledges to refor communist regime to the north that not only initiated the attack in 1950 butalso

fate their economic policies. But the experience ional com . ) .
p P showed thata regional com retained a large number of people who were denied a chance to return to their

that focused almost i i i i ient; . . . .
ost exclusively on economic cooperation was insufficient. homes in the south. Under these circumstances, it was very difficulr to promote

around that time, ASEAN began to negotiare rrade agreements with nonm , . . .
: 6 & o o a sense of regional (or even of Korean national) identity.

bers such as China, South Korea, Japan, and the European Union, lookin; Nevertheless, at least among China, Souch Korea, and Japan, there slowly

ward a more global engagement. Such i ill within the t . . . .
5 548 Such undertakings were still within th_ developed a consciousness of shared regional concerns and destiny. This was most

tional framework of international relation v environm: ) . . . . : .
rions, but there also grew environme evident in their economic relations. Japan, the world’s third largest trading

and cultural regional consciousness transcendin i ies, an ide . . ,
& ding national boundaries, an ide nation during the 1980s and the 1990s (after the United States and Germany),
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increased its exports to China from $5 billion in 1980 to $30 billion twent
later, and its imports from China from $4 billion to $55 billion in the s
riod. The United States still remained Japan’s principal trading partne
China was fast catching up. The “newly industrialized countries” of Asia; n;
South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore, accounted for 8.9 perc
Japan’s total export trade and 8.4 percent of its imports in 2000. East A
the whole was emerging as a major and rapidly expanding regional mark
regional trade among East Asian countries as a percentage of their total w
trade grew from 35.6 percent in 1980 to 46.8 percent twenty years later
figures were still lower than those for the European Union or for' N
which reached 73.1 percent and 55.7 percent, respectively, in 2000, but far h
than for ASEAN, whose members traded among themselves for only a q
of their total erade. There was also much intraregional investment. A stead
increasing number of Japanese firms began to be established in China, where
number of business personnel and factory representatives from Japan
from 63,000 in 1990 to 567,000 ten years later. (The comparable figures for J:
nese working temporarily in the United States were 479,000 and 661,600
spectively.) Conversely, more and more Chinese visited Japan; some stayed
added to the non-Japanese Asian population in the country, which numb
roughly one million at the end of the cencury. :

There was also a deepening level of popular and elire exchanges amon
nese, South Koreans, and Japanese. Movies made in South Korea gained popi
larity in Japan, and Japanese television dramas were shown on Chinese tele
sion. Historians from the three countries began their initially modest atte
at studying the past together, in the process stressing the importance of tras
tional regional history. In other words, rather than studying the pas in
framework of respective national histories, they explored the region’s past
whole, tracing the three countries’ economic, social, and cultural interdependen
It remained to be seen if there would in time emerge an intellectually co
idea of Fast Asian regional history, comparable to European history. Ther
little doubt, though, that the efforts by scholars, journalists, and others to u_nd__e
take che task jointly were creating transnational moments and spaces that wer

beyond official relations.

-r =0A -l-
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The American Century as a Transnational Century

‘Toward the end of the twenticth century, especially after the end of the Cold

War, many spoke of the United States as the sole superpower, as the new hege-

mon, or as an empire. All such expressions revealed a habit of mind that contin-

yed to see the world as fundamentally defined by sovereign states that main-
rained some order through their military and economic power. In the age of
: giobalization and transnationalization, however, such traditional measurements

of influence were no longer adequate. A nation would be 2 “winner” only to the

. extent that it reflected and reinforced global trends and furthered the nerwork-

ing of people and communities. It was perhaps because this key face was recog-
nized that many recalled Henry Luce’s 1941 editorial in Lifé magazine on the
“American Century,” or that Francis Fukuyama’s 2002 book, The End of History,
gained so much popularity. A group of conservatives in the United States even
began a movement called “For a New American Century.” That, however, was a
mono-nationalistic take on a fundamentally transnational phenomenon, for the
writings by Luce, Fukuyama, and others emphasized not so much US geopoliti-
cal power as its “soft power,” another term thar gained currency after Joseph Nye
used it in a 1990 book, Bound to Lead, pointing to the nation’s technology, ideas,
and sheer example as the keys to its global influence. And there was lietle doubt
that at the end of the century the United States stood as the embodiment of the
ideas and ideals that had transformed the world. That was what Fukuyama
meant by the “end of history”~namely, that Enlightenment ideas such as de-
mocracy and freedom exemplified by the American example seemed ro have
been universally embraced so thac history had in a sense been fulfilled.

Such optimism was, and has since been, severely criticized, but Nye, Fukuyama,
and others were undoubtedly correct to link the destiny of the United Stares
with the modern global transformarion. What they could also have stressed is
thac this transformation had fundamentally entailed transnationalization, so
that in contributing to it, the United States, too, had been changed. It had be-
come increasingly more interconnected with the rest of the world, with the re-
sult that ic was now less unique and shared many traits and phenomena with
other countries. In that sense the American century had made the United States
less “American” and more interchangeable with others. One could see such a
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process, Americanization of the globe and the globalization of Amer o by stayingat less expensive lodgings. Although few people in the developing

ring simultaneously, in population movements, technological deve counteies were earning sufficient income to enable them to undertake even the

cheapest of foreign travels, international rourism was nevertheless becoming af-

and many other areas.

For instance, international tourism was now becoming more and'm; ordable for the majority in the advanced and advancing economies. And al-

» * ? - -
national. Whereas earlier Americans, and then Europeans afer they 1o hough Europe and America took the lion’s share of tourism receipts, for coun-

from the war, had dominated the tourist scene, their numbers were bei ries of Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, the billions of dollars spent by visiting

augmented by travelers from other parts of the world. The overall nunib, outists were a growing portion of their national revenues.

ternational tourists increased from 278 million in 1980 to 687 million That roughly one out of nine people in the world in the year 2000 was cross-

These figures correspond to roughly one out of fifieen people n the world i ng borders every year as a tourist and spending so much money abroad was an

and one out of nine in 2000. (The same individual may be counted ms mportant aspect of the transnationalization, and of the Americanization, of the

once in such statistics, because, as we saw earlier, the statistics are compile: vorld. But international tourism was also a major contributor to the growing

host countries independently of one another. Sill, the trend is unmi global environmental crisis. Many travelers crowded big cities and provincial

What is equally interesting is the growing diversity both of the national origj owns, pucting pressure on water resources, polluting skies and lakes, damaging

of the tourists and of their destinations. In the last two decades of the cen rees, even killing endangered species. African safaris, for instance, became so

middle-class Japanese and wealthy Arab rourists, and eventually Kore popular that already in the 1980s voices began to be heard, warning of the dan-

Chinese, joined American and European travelers, so that foreign travelj er to the survival of elephants, lions, and other animals. The concern wich pro-

came a truly transnational phenomenon. Stores in New York, Londor tecting the natural habitat and preserving endangered species developed in tan-

and other Western cities began to post signs in Japanese and other n on-Weste - dem with the growth of international rourism. That, too, was something that

languages and hired native speakers of non-Western languages to cater to't Americans and people from other countries came to share.

visitors. Equally significant, international tourists increasingly began visitin; When hundreds of millions go abroad and meet people in other countries,

outside of Western Europe or the American continenc. In 1980, for instance; however fleetingly, innumerable transnational moments are creared, often re-

23 million travelers visited Asia and the Pacific, accounting for less than 9 per sulting in the development of transnationally shared ideas and attitudes. Liter-

of the total number of tourists, the remainder visiting mostly Europe and Nor ary writers were quick to incorporate this emerging phenomenon into their

America, Twenty years later, however, 110 million people visited the Asia-P work. David Lodge’s Changing Places (1975) and Smail World (1984) perhaps

region, another 28 million went to Africa, and 23 million went to the Middl best exemplified the trend. In these and other novels, college students and univer-

Together, these areas hosted about a quarter of the world’s tourists.™ sity faculty were described as basically stateless, engaging in their research, teach-

‘The expansion of international tourism was reflected in the phenom ing, and social activities in which their national identities were of much less sig-

growth of the money spent by the travelers all over the world. Tourism receipt nificance than the transnational spaces they creared. Readers of these best sellers

grew from $10. billion in 1980, to $264 billion ten years later, to $475 billio immediately recognized the settings, what some sociologists were beginning to

2000.™ These figures average out to nearly $700 per traveler in 2000—n0 define as “non-places”—airports, tour buses, shopping centers, and the like that

cluding the cost of airfare and other transportation. Most long-distance trav were interchangeable anywhere in the world—where the principal characters

was by plane, and the rising price of gasoline made air travel more expensi intermingled and spoke common languages. Although many such novels were sec

Nevertheless, the tourist figures suggest that increasing numbers of people fe in academic institutions where students and faculty from many countries min-

they could afford to undercake such trips, perhaps by joining tour groups gled and created their transnational communities, the description of how differ-
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e - ) . . .
nt national intellectual landscapes and institutional traditions b a this population. There was also a sizable Cuban population, as many people

transformed, or reaffirmed could have been applied to all i internatio om that island nation, still under Fidel Castro’s socialist regime, tried all means

an o , .
d chose staying home but interacting with them. It is, of course mp cross the Gulf of Mexico northward. At one point, in 1980, the Havana gov-

gencralize about the combined impact of such encounters, some of w pment allowed 120,000 Cubans to move to the United States. But their status

undoubtedly less friendly than others and confirmed existing preju mained unclear for several years, and many of them were derained in federal

[4 . » * .
reotypes a i i i i
ypes about “foreigners.” Nevertheless, it would be fair to say | risons.”® In any event, the number of Mexicans and other “Latinos” was in-

tourism ’ i - : icti ithi
the world’s people were becoming more than ever conscioy ¢asing 5o fast that there were even predictions that within another half century

diversity a i i : 1 . .. . ,
rsity as well as shared humanity. The question was whether suc they would be the majoricy population in the nation, surpassing even European

w . . G ) o
ould have a constructive consequence, such as the promotion of th mericans. Among the latrer category of newcomers, too, there were significant

tolerance, or whether it would do little to overcome traditional prc T developments in the aftermath of the opening of the borders dividing Eastern and

ward the unfamiliar. Most likely, both processes went on at the same estern Europe. An increasing number of Eastern Europeans, especially Poles,

Desmond’s 1999 study of Waikiki tourism suggests.!”® All the same. tq found their new home and employment in American cities. In the meantime,

may be comprehended as yet another manifestation of one of the. kc'yjp immigrants from the Philippines, Vietnam, and India joined those from East Asia

en ; : . . . . . .
ain the contemporary world, the unceasing intermingling OfPCOPI who had arrived earlier, swelling the ranks of Asians in the United Startes.

backgrounds and orientations. While these remarkable demographic developments inevitably provoked do-

Here i i . . . T o . PRT -
+ 00, the United States as a nation remained more cruly transna mestic, anti-transnationalist opposition, with many traditionalists calling for more

than most others because of its tolerance for diversity. Global migrations steingent control of immigration and some even arguing for denying schooling

1 . . . o ) . . . . . .
ued unabated in the last two decades of the century, buc migraring and medical services to illegal aliens, it must be noted thar these issues were also

United States, whether as legal or illegal immigrants, on business, or for ed being raised in other countries, especially in Europe. The fact remains that in the

tion, was a particularly striking development The percentage of the foreign
popularion in the United States, which was as high as 14 percent at the be:

nited States, Western Europe, Japan, and some other countries, immigrants,

whether legal or clandestine, filled the needs of aging societies. These countries

ning of the twentieth century, had been steadily declining, hitting ch all recognized the problem and sought to cope with serious labor shorrages in

oint, . i ; AT . . . .
point, or 4.7 percent, in 1970, but the trend began to reverse itself rapidly areas such as hospitals, nursing homes, and domestic services. In any event, the

after, and by the year 2000 more than one-tenth of the population cons sheer number of recent arrivals, as well as their employment in certain categories

those born elsewhere. By far the largest body of immigrants in the last decade of jobs—nurses, janitors, gardeners, apple pickers, house cleaners, babysitters, and

of the century came from Central and South America. At the end of the centn so on—served to make the United States an especially transnational nation in
the i, . . . ..
y numbered over fourteen million, more than one-half of the cntlrc fO the late rwentieth century. Naturalization laws automatically conferred US citi-

born population in the country, followed by those from Asia, who now zenship on babies born in the country, with the result that the younger genera-

seven million. Europeans, who as recently as 1960 accounted for more t
percent of residents in the United States who had been born abroad, now fe

tions of citizens were more racially heterogeneous than their elders. (According to

the US Census Bureau of 1990, the last year when individuals could report only

. . N . - ‘ ) . »
bout 15 pescent. Mexico, in particular, sent by far the largest number o peo one race, 8o.3 percent of the American people considered themselves “white,” 12.1

to sertle north of the border. Already in 1980 there were over two million percent “black,” and 2.8 percent “Asian.” The bulk of people of Hispanic origin

them, or about 15.6 percent of the foreign-born population of the United Sta reported their race as “white,” but considered separately they constituted 9 percent

butby2 i i il ' . . e
¥y 2000 the number had increased to over nine million, or close to 30 perci of the total population.) Intermarriages across racial lines were probably more
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common among Americans than other people—one reason why th
Bureau allowed people to report more than one racial identity inag
contributing to the transnationalization of the population."”
Equally significant was the increasing number of foreign s::uclem;s
United States. During the academic year 1977-1978 the proportion of
students at American colleges and universities for the first time exceede
cent. By the end of the century, the ratio had reached 3.6 percent, or neérlyi
million coming from abroad to study in the United Srates, where total uni
enrollment had reached fifteen million. What these figures indicate is chat
more and more Americans were going to college, they were being joine
increasing number of foreign students. Just to recall that as late as in 1959
there were fewer than fifty thousand students from abroad is to become aw
the continuing attractiveness of the United Staces to college-age men an [
from all over the world. So many of them would not have come to the Un
States to study if the quality of US higher education had not been recogniz
as being superior to that in other nations—and if job opportunities for forei
students, should they decide to stay and work in the country, had not beenb
When we speak of the twentieth century as having possibly been an Am
century, then, we must not forget that it may have been in the area of higher e
cation that the nation achieved undoubted supremacy. No other country coul
boast such a high ratio of foreign students or such a large number of foreign
scholars, researchers, and educators. .
This situation is well represented by the number of Nobel Prizes tha
received by scholars in the United States, whether native or foreign-born.”,
had internationalized their scholarly work, turning the laboratories and clasérpo
into arenas for transnationally collaborative activities. Of roughly 120 Nob’"
Prizes in the sciences (including medicine) awarded during 19802000, over
went to the United States. Most of the rest of the laureates had spent at Jeast
of their time in the country. Of course, many American winners of the priz
had conducted research and reaching abroad. To break down these scholars in
nationality groups makes lirtle sense, itself another indicacion that in the wor
of scholarship, border crossing had become routine. Nonecheless, the opporru
ties that US research institutions provided for transnational collaboration cann
be disputed. The Nobel Prize in Economics, which was established in 1969, was
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also dominated by American scholars; 46 were awarded through the year 2000,
of which 27 went to econemists in the United States. It would be safe to assume
that practically all of these laureares had trained a large number of foreign econ-
omists. Milton Friedman and other University of Chicago economists, for in-
stance, who were among the early recipients of the prize, were known to be expo-
nents of “monetarism,” stressing the critical importance of the free circulation of
money as a mechanism for providing for the well-being of society, rather than
governmental regulations. Such thinking, which rejected not just socialism but
also New Deal—type national planning, made an enormous impact on foreign
economists and government officials, who collectively turned the decades of the
1980s and the 1990s into an era of reduced state roles in regulating social and eco-
nomic affairs, The “Chicago school” was particularly influential in South Amer-
ica, where economists trained at the University of Chicago and elsewhere in the
United States set about dismantling edifices of governmental control.

It is also noteworthy, however, that the Nobel Prize in Economics toward
the end of the century (in 1998) was awarded to Amartya Sen, a scholar from
India who had conducted research in Britain and the United States. In sharp
contrast to Friedman, Sen emphasized political and social aspects of all eco-
nomic phenomena and stressed the need for education to bring impoverished
people in all countries out of their predicament. He became a powerful voice
for a new cosmopolitanism that would emphasize the interconnectedness of
nations and espouse universal values adapted to local conditions. It is not hard
to detect the influence both of Indian tradition and of American education on
his thought. In that sense he typified the interrelationship berween American
educarional achievements and transnational scholarly developments. One might
even say that economists and other scholars worldwide were trying to grapple
with the phenomenon of globalization and that, while Friedman and others
were arguing for removing what they viewed as political and bureaucratic obsta-
cles standing in the way of the smooth functioning of economic forees, those
who thought like Sen were becoming aware of the social and cultural dimen-
sions of the global transformation and sought to change the course of history
through active human engagement. Both cases illustrated thac the still visible
American century was being particularly well demonstrated by transnational-
ism in education and learning.
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In short, the key achievement of the American century was that it ha
nationalized the world to an extent never seen earlier. The 1980s and 't}
were above all an era of a rapidly interconnecting world. People everywhere if
globe were becoming connected to one another to an extent never séen
Not just through migration, tourism, or educarion, but even more fund_':i"
through technological developments and material culture, notably foo
were beginning to share a vast amount of mental and physical products.

said that transnational networks were being built on many layers, some thr
people, others through goods and ideas, and still others through “virtual”
nections, those made possible by rapid advances in informaion and corr
cations technology.
People across the globe were becoming connected, or, as many starced say
“wired” Wich the Internet system of communication, initially developed fe
military purposes in the United States, being increasingly made availabls
vilian use, companies and individuals took to it in droves starting in the
1980s. Electronic mail was another remarkable instance of American techno Mongolians playing computer games ar an Incerner café in Ulaanbaarar, Mongolia, July 2003, an

facilitating the establishment of transnational links. It was found to be so eas cxample of 2 globally shared personal pastime. (Getty Images)
use and so quick in making connections that it steadily became a favored

of communication among those who could afford to own a computer. And ]
: worldwide—on stores, train and air travel schedules, cultural events, weather,

and just abour every subject—that would be offered free of charge to anyone
connected to the Internet. All one had to do was to type in a subject or a question,
and Google would provide the answer. At first only a small number of Internet
users took advantage of what Google had to offer; barely 100,000 uses were
made of Google per day at the end of the 1990s. Bur already seeds were being
sown for a vast expansion of the information network in the coming cenrury.

number kept expanding, In 19953, for instance, the rotal population online was
million, or 0.4 percent of the globe. By December 2000 the number had alrea
climbed to 361 million, or 5.8 percent of the world’s population. Graphicall
dicative of the new technology’s transnational and global character is the
that as early as in 2000, the largest percentage of Internet users was in As_iq
million, or 31 percent), compared to 108 million in Europe and about the sam
number in North America.'"® o

L . o Such a network confirmed the s i
More than a novel means of communication, the Internet in time develo upremacy of the English language, at least for

the time being, Because information technology was most rapidly developed and
spread in the United States, what it had to offer necessarily came in English. Com-
puter keys, terminology, and user manuals were written in English, and non-English
clients had to get accustomed to them. Email addresses and links were likewise in
English. The situation did not change immediately, even after Japan, China, and
other non-English-speaking countries began manufacturing computers, although

as a major transmitter of information. Organizations began to create theiro
websites, accessible to anyone who would type in the proper address. Andi
just a matter of time before a device would be developed that collected all suc
information and made it available to Internct users. The Google system best
emplified the new phenomenon. Established in the fate 1990s by a handf
young engincers in California, it amassed an immense amount of informati
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in the cwenty-first century the number of websites written in Chinese, Spa
Japanese, and other languages would increase. In any event, the spread of th
ternet implied that the world was becoming interconnecred through shared
nology and information to an unprecedented degree. E
The Internet was not the only way that people in different parts of the
established connections with each other. Another important technica
through at the end of the century was the mobile phone, or the cell phone
was known in the United States. Worldwide mobile phone subscribcts:ju
from just 11 million in 1990 to 740 million in 2000. That would mean,
abstract, that one person ourt of nine used the new device, perhaps one per ;
seven if we exclude infants and small children. (Those berween the ages o
and fourteen accounted for about 30 percent of the world’s total populatio
2000.) The portable phone that one could carry in one’s pocket anywhere wa
simply a triumph of technology; it also implied greater mobility of people, as
no longer needed to be at home or in cheir workplaces to receive telephone ca
Added to email, the cell phone connected people in different pares of the giéb'
more casily than ever before. Although some mobile phones would not w
across borders, altogether international telephone calls made from rraditioni
well as cell phones increased from 33 billion minutes in 1990 o 118 billion m
utes in 2000."? (It may well be chat the widespread use of email and mobile phone
around the globe resulted in a sharp decline in more traditional forms of corresporn
dence. As fewer people wrote letters to foreign addresses, international posta
rates skyrocketed, which may further have discouraged the practice.)
Individuals all around the world, in any event, came to know each other, vic
ously if not directly. Their mutual knowledge may not have developed beyond
elementary level, but compared to their forebears, a far greater number of men an
women—and even children—in virtually all parts of the globe became awar
each other’s existence and shared information and their experiences. This co
be seen in the spread of various kinds of cuisine all over the world. During the last
decades of the twentieth century, there grew nerworks of “exotic” restaurants all
over the world, to such an extent that in most large cities one had an cnorfn':_(_)"'
range of food to choose from: French, Iralian, Greek, Ethiopian, Turkish, Ind
Thai, Vietnamese, Cambodian, Indonesian, Chinese, Korean, Japanese, and many

others. This was in part a result of migrations; as people moved across borders, the
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brought their own cuisine, which was now seen by the local population as less
quaint than interesting, something they would try themselves. Ethnic diversicy
and culinary variety reinforced each other. At the same time, it became more com-
mon for city dwellers to dine out. Restaurants and catering businesses seem to have
multiplied everywhere in the world, no doubrt reflecting the fact that more and
more women were now working so that they would have less time than tradicion-
ally to devote to cooking at home. The point is that besides the familiar fast food,
people were willing to try nontraditional dishes at a restaurant if not at home.

One consequence of such a development was that the major cities of the world
began to look more alike. Shanghai and New York imparted similar impressions
to visitors, and all cities faced the problem of accommodating their growing
populations. Among the advanced countries, already in 1950 about half of their
people lived in cities, but by 2000 the ratio had reached 70 percent. In the rest of
the wotld, too, the urban population increased from 25 percent in 1970 to 40 per-
cent in 2000. The kinds of issues that urban centers in Western Europe and Norch
America had faced a cencury earlier—such as crime, social order, public education,
garbage collection, strect cleaning—now were all global problems. What is equally
significant is that, in coping with such issues, national governments were proving
to be inadcquate instruments, and the initiative for arban governance was re-
verting to the cities themselves. Mayors and officials of the world’s ciries peri-
odically met with one another to share ideas and to develop common strategies.
Whether living in what Saskia Sassen has called “global cities” or nor, urban
residents all over the world were becoming transnational beings.'*°

Nowhere was the phenomenon of transnational interconnectedness more
dramatically demonstrated than in worldwide sporting competitions, such as
the Olympics and the World Cup for football (soccer). The teams in both events
competed in the name of their respective nations, and nationalistic emotions
were unabashedly enhanced during the games. But such nationalism was also a
transnational phenomenon—it was manifest all over the globe, and nevertheless
it was not an exclusionary, antiforeign sentiment that traditionally had exacer-
bated relations among countries. In World Cup games, while the spectarors tended
to be segregated by nation in the stands, the franchises were becoming steadily
less “national” in their composition. During the 1990s, football leagues in Europe

almost completely shed their associations with regional or national entities {except
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. ) . . . . ic well-being, but it was especially in che last two decades of the i
in name), and much like a prototypical transnational corporation (whic 1est! & P ¥ twentieth

actually were), ceams recruiced coaching staff and players from around the g cﬂﬂ!f’)’ that such crm’urlaals came to wreak hat\roc upor.l the global community.
It is customary to view the acts of terrorism carried out by Islamic funda-
entalists in those decades as having been directed against the Unired States
and against the West in general. Thus, a suicide bomber atracked the US marine
headquarters in the Beirut, Lebanon, airport in 1983, and in 1998 the US embas-
sies in Kenya and Tanzania were bombed, killing more than two hundred people.

These wete episodes in international affairs, but they did not pit one nation against

glance at the winners of the FIFA (Fédération Internationale de Football.
tion) World Player Award in football since 1991 showed a very weak corr
between the player’s nationality and the “nationality” of his team. &

Seoul, Barcelona, Atlanta, Sydney—to list the cities where the summer O
pics were held berween 1988 and 2000 is to name some of the fastestgrc
urban centers in the world. The 1980 and the 1984 games, planned for tw'

large urban areas, Moscow and Los Angeles, were boycotted by some co nother. The terrorists did not represent, or seek to promote the interest of, any
H t] 4

. . . ' icular country but were coming o i 3
for geopolitical reasons, a striking example of how states overrode the aspirat partt y ‘ oming together to target the United States because
of the world’s achletes to come togcther for “a festival ofpcacc.” Even duris of its support for Israel or its overall presence in the Middle East, or else because

height of the Cold War in the 19505 and 1960s, the games had not been boy,

in their view the United States exemplified modern capitalism, bourgeois de-
adence, secularism, materialism, and many related sins. Thus the attack upon

so these were rather unusual developments, and in any event they did not pr :
‘the World Trade Center in New York in 1993, carried out by a group of Arab ex-

the resumption of the games after 1988. (The winter Olympics held in Lake

i , . . il ‘rremists, was viewed as an exemplification of the fundamental confli
New York, in 1980 and in Sarajevo, Yugoslavia, in 1984, were attended by athler ’ P ct between

. . - wo ways of life, one modern Western and che other itionalist i«
of all countries.) Young men and women congregated in urban centers, sh t 4 ’ _ traditionalist and anti
‘Western. Samuel Huntingron, one of the most influential writers of the 1990s,
presented such a dichotomous scheme in his widely read book The Clash of Civi-
lizations, published in 1996. The modern West he viewed as defined by Christian

civilization, which he argued was being threatened by other civilizations, espe-

living quarters, and competed with one another, in the process further enri
their transnational experiences. Arguably the most dramaric illustration
transnational reach of spectator sport came during the opening ceremony o
Nagano (Japan) Winter Olympics, held in early 1998. There Seiji Ozawa, theco
ductor, led a global chorus in singing from Beethoven's Ninth Symphony, the 0
to_Joy. Groups of singers from Australia, South Africa, Europe, China, the Unit

cially Islamic and Chinese. That, he argued, would be a more serious problem for
the United States and its Western allies than any old-fashioned geopolitical threat.
He cited the terrorist attacks by Islamic fundamentalists as evidence that civiliza-

States, and other countries sang in real time, being coordinated via satellice re

. . . . tions, not nations, were becoming the crucial d i i
vision by Ozawa’s baton in central Japan. It was a fitting illustracion of theage ' : g eterminants of world affairs. But

i ) he was also concerned with the rise of Asia, which he saw as a potenrially anti-
transnationalism.

Western development. ([ronically, in the coming struggle that he predicted for
the twenty-first century between the West and “the Rest,” he was hopeful thac
Transnational Criminals India would rake the West’s side, as would Russia and any other councry or civili-

. - . e zation that had a modicum of “Western” ingredient.
Unfortunately, not all layers of transnational activities contributed to the makin o S ingredient.)

o o . Hunrington and many others who understood internati ism i

of a more peaceful world. A significant number of individuals and groups; wh 5 Y rnational terrorism in such
' a framework were correct to note the emergence of transnational challenges o

world order, but their tendency to dichotomize between “the West and the Rest”

did not go much beyond traditional thought—many of their ideas had been

expressed by American and European thinkers at the turn of the twentieth

were transnational in that they did not represent specific states but availed t]
selves of opportunities provided by cross-border connections, began to engage
criminal aces. International terrorists, drug smugglers, and traffickers in wome
and minors had always presented a serious threat to world order as well as to dc
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century—and ignored the fact that East and West, Europeans an ‘ N . . o -
y & ’ P d Asians ot their disposal—for instance, through stringent immigration restrictions or a

different races of the world were now, at the end of the twentieth cengyy . . . . .
’ centy serict surveillance of foreign banking accounts—while the majority embraced or

coming together, in some instances licerally intermixing with one ano; . . . .
§ o8 ’ y 8 not at least chose to live on a more peaceful level of transnationalism, is one of the

creating a new, hybrid, global civilization. Transnational connecrios . . . s »
& Y & 1o key questions of contemporary society. Although the idea of jihad, or “holy war,

changes characterized chat civilization, so that even the acts by the ter, . . . .
8 ’ ¥ the terro was a fundamental tenet of the Islamic faith, for most of its sects and believers i

were one part of the new global drama, representing one layer of the eme . . . . .
p & ) TP 5 4 the eme did not mean a call for collective (and violent} action against all that stood in the

cross-border consciousness. They were not pitting one civilization v el s . . . .
Y pIrHng gain way. Buc it did imply disregarding secular authority, especially any state not

other, one nation against another, or even one religion against another. R . . .
’ * 5 ’ gion ag her, R based on Islam (or one of its sects), so that Islamic terrorism ar one level was an

the terrorists were like alienared individuals who exist everywhere and . .
y chor assault upon a world composed of independent nations. But whereas other trans-

marginalize themselves from what they take to be the way things are mq . . .
8 Y y TAIngS are mo national people challenged the authoricy of the state by sercing up non-state or-

Instead of finding meaning in social and community affairs, they would: . "1 . . -
& ] ¥ » they ds ganizations and building bridges among them, the terrorists envisaged a world

retain their sense of puriry and to eradicate everything else that stood in'th ,
purity yHhnRg nth in which not enly secular states but also NGOs not relared to Islam would be

They were transnational beings in the sense that they did not idencify ) , ol .
Y 5 Y ry eliminared. Such, of course, was an impossibility, and the terrorists knew they

act on behalf of, a counery, but at the same time they were trying to da : e e
’ ¥ Y ying mage oth had to make use of existing institutions. Thus, the distinction berween them and

transnational beings lest their efforts to establish bridges across the worl . T _
the vast majority of people throughout the world consisted in che terrorists’ un-

gions and civilizations should succeed. s ) . .
willingness to envisage a transnational future ocher than that of their own apoc-

‘The Islamic terrorists were also transnational in thar few of them rem R c o
- alyptic vision. They were criminals in the sense that they refused to share the

in their countries of origin. Several key terrorists came from Yemen, others £ ) . .
5 7 s fro planet with other human beings. It should be noted, at the same time, that many

Saudi Arabia and elsewhere in the Middle East as well as South Asia. Theyw_e . . , : . )
: of the terrorists were purists in a world that was increasingly becoming hybrid,

back and forth among these countries and regions, and some studied in Eu . . . .
5 5 g and in that sense they shared a psychological oneness with other purists, whether

and North America. It was while spending time in the West that some of t " . R . .
: religious, racial, or nationalistic. They preferred doctrinaire (and unrealizable)

fell under the influence of radical Islam. The reasons are not hard to gu . . .
: . purity in a world that was becoming more and more ambivalent, as Kenneth
Weisbrode has noted.**

The terrorists were far from alone, however, in posing a serious threat to the

sensc of alienation living as guests in a country that espoused a different religio
and a contrasting way of life, combined with frustrations at not being recognizes

as respectable members of the host community, frequently drove these forei incegricy of the global community. Arguably even more sinister challenges to

residents to despair and in extreme cases to hostility that seemed to justify an o nali dbvd l Fickess i d chil-
£ _ i _ transnationalism were posed by drug smugglers, traffickers in women and chi

© VAIOICDCC to_ cxpress tl_lelr anger. Such anger was p ‘rm_rldCd Wlt}’f the tea.chlr.lg’s. dren, and other criminals. Drug smuggling took advantage of the global net-

radical Isfamic theologians to generate a sense of mission ostensibly derived fro

o : L worls of producers and consumers and thus became more successful than ever

a moral sup cnc?nty. Such se.lf-nghteousnf:ss vEIas fucled when would-be rerforist before. Although opium smoking abated significantly in the twentieth century,

ca.n;.le to.gc.tcl;;r.lﬁ 'conlglrc.:gaélnons. anld serfunarles where thez were taugh by ¢ the consumption of other narcotic drugs increased. It would be difficult to de-

with a rigid faich in their doctrinal purity, correctness, and superiority. . -

Wi § o P yl:) . e b i Yh ; termine whether there was now more demand for drugs because of their increas-

hy some transnational persons embraced antisocial behavior that migk . 1t . .

7 P 5 ing availability, or whether the supply was a response to growing demand, which

{and did) provoke an opposition that could undermine the transnational resource . e . .
' may have been related to criminal activities in many countries where the selling
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of illegal drugs was a lucrative business and a source of income for crime sy
cates. Globalizarion had something to do with the phenomenon, in that
mand and supply data could be instantaneously communicated across by
and illicit transactions could take place via the Internet. There was in 4
transnational brotherhood of drug traffickers against whom law enforc
bodies were often helpless—some in law enforcement even profited by ta
bribes. The distinction between illegal and legal action was sometimes hat
make in such regions as the Afghanistan-Pakistan border and the areas
cent to Myanmar. .

Like international terrorism, drug trafficking across borders was difficult
control because it went beyond the jurisdiction of a single state and there wa
nonmilitary mechanism sufficiently global in scope to control such abuses. In
the international community established Interpol as a cooperative agency to ¢
dinate policing activitics across borders. Initially only a few countries were Lj:'cp;_'_c
sented, but Interpol membership grew rapidly after the Second World War, wit
over one hundred countries participating by the end of the century."** But Interpol
effectiveness in controlling drug traffic varied from region to region. (In Eu
Europol was established in 1992 as the policing arm of the European Union, bu
there was nothing comparable in other areas of the world.) It may well be that b
cause, unlike cerrorists, drug smugglers did not espouse any violent ideology tor
make the world, perhaps their presence was not considered an equally grave thr
although the problem would grow even more serious in the coming century. :

Transnational humanitarian organizations that earlier in the cencury ha
been quite active in the movement to control opium traffic now were more con
cerned with human trafficking, especially of women and children, which gre
in scale at the end of the century. {Statistics vary, but according to a UN esti[hg_
there were about one million trafficked people in 2000."**} Here was anot
aspect of the fast-globalizing world. With national borders becoming more and
more porous, women were taken from Eastern Europe, Southeast Asia, and els
where and sent to other parts of the world to serve as “sex slaves.” Even teenag
would be lured away from their homes by promises of jobs abroad, only to fi 1
themselves confined to tight spaces, with their passports taken away and forced t
serve strangers as servants. There was a growing demand for services of suchier

trapped people, whose movement and activities were controlled by transnational
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An Afghan farmer scores opium poppy buds in a field near Habibullah, Afghanistan, April 2011,
Drug cultivation, consumption, and rrafficking became serious transnarional issues of the contem-
porary era. (AFP/Getty Images)

criminal syndicates that clearly violated all principles promulgated by the inter-
national community to protect human rights. It remained to be seen whether
Interpol, Europol, and other police agencies as well as the regional communities
and transnational organizations would in time succeed in coping with these vio-
lations of human rights.

The world at the end of the twentieth century, then, was a kaleidoscope of
transnational beings, constituting layers of cross-border activities and emotions.
Most of them tock advantage of the new opportunitics being provided by the
lowering of territorial boundaries and the availability of cross-border informarion
and communication to build a berrer future for themselves and for others, while
a minority were a negative presence whose activities would move the world closer
to violence and chaos.

What abour those who never became transnational? There were, of course,
many of them all over the world, some physically cut off from other countries
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and societies, others choosing to isolate themselves as a matter of principle
or personality, or for other reasons. Many objected to some aspects o o
tionalism but not to others. For instance, the massive demonstrations agai
Seattle mecting of the World Trade Organization in 1999 showed. th:
the demonstrators expressed their opposition to economic globaliza
were united transnationally in pursuit of what they believed would be 3 e
ricious world order. Such people were part of an evolving global CiVi]_I_S.O(.;-_l.QE_
the other hand, chere were those who remained ourside the networks of tra
tional connections not because they were necessarily anti-transnationa
because they were fundamentally mono-national beings in the sense chat th
mary and overwhelming identity was with their respective countries an
no need to change. Even though they mighe run into foreigners in their midst, en
an occasional tasting of exotic food, or even set foot abroad, they would alw:
think in mono-national terms. Their well-being, their education, and.th
objectives all were bound up with the power, prestige, and interests of the
country. Probably the bulk of humanity combined transnational experiences with
national perspectives. Only a minority may have considered themselves trans
tional individuals leading “transnational lives,” to use a term some historians
begun to use."** Put another way, national sentiments and nationalistic._:'ax_i_;t_it,
did not disappear even as the world was coming to consist of transnational co .
tions. Layers of transnational consciousness had been added o the traditional
national consciousness. How these various layers would be transformed, amalg
ated, augmented, or instead violently collide against one another was a quest
that the end of the twentieth century was bequeathing to the twenty-first.

4. The Twenty-First Century

THE YEARS since 2001 are part of contemporary history that began some
rime during the last decades of the twentieth century. That may explain why
there was relarively lictle attempr at predicting the possible course of the twenty-
first century. Compared to the last years of the nineteenth century and the early
years of the twentieth, this time there were few confident depictions of human
civilization that would usher in a world without conflict, war, or antipathy among
groups of people. There was, to be sure, much concern over the transition from
December 31, 1999, to January 1, 2000. Known as the Y2K problem, it involved
the fact that all sorts of activities in the world, ranging from nuclear arms devel-
opment to navigation, were programmed by computer but thar computers might
not recognize the transition to 2000 (because the number 2000 might be ren-
dered as 100, 1900, and so forth), which might result in catastrophes. It was said
that billions of dollars were spent worldwide to fight the “millennium bug.” This,
however, was less a prediction of the coming century than a pragmatic concern
with specific technological questions—more or less in the same category were
predictions about the rise of China as the new century’s greatest power or of India
as the most populous country. These were not particularly profound observations
and may have revealed a lack of imagination on the eve of the new millennium.
Many observers assumed that globalization would continue, wich all that it
implied in people’s lives as well as the fortunes of nations. Whether the United
States would remain the sole superpower was a favorite subject that intrigued
numerous observers, but such geopolitically framed questions were not particu-
larly interesting in the age of globalization. What was more relevant was the view
that the continued economic development of China, India, Brazil, and other
countries could have dire environmental consequences, or that the unceasing
increases in the world’s population might create a new scrambile for food and raw
materials. Unlike a hundred years earlier, there was much less confidence that
science would solve all these and many other problems. On the other hand, there
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was no widely shared belief that 2 military collision among some grear perpetrators had exchanged messages with bin Laden, who remained in the remote

was inevitable, as there had been in the early years of the previous century, - mountains of Afghanistan. They had received funds from various sources chan-

there was some faith that cooperation among nations would continug 1 neled through legitimate bank accounts in the United States and elsewhere.

through internarional organizations the pressing problems of the da The terrorists’ ideology, on the other hand, was anyching bur transnational in

become susceptible of solution. In other words, many of the ideas thath, - the sense of bringing people of the world closer together. Islamic fundamental-

acterized the decades since the 1960s continued to provide the Ley fr - jsm divided all people into true believers and the rest, and the latter were consid-

for the new century. red enemies of the faith that needed to be destroyed. The ideology likewise had

The situation did not change even after the terrorist attacks on key US lictle tolerance for the diversity of religious interpretations within Islam itself.

on September 11, 2001, which most people recall even today as having b The West, in particular the United States, exemplified the enemy because it was

key event of the first year of the twenty-first century. On that day, several [ materialistic, secular, and committed to the idea of global community consisting

terrorists seized two airplanes departing Logan Airport in Boston fort of people of all faiths. More specifically, the Islamic terrorists castigated the

Coast, took over the planes” cockpits, flew to New York City, and crashed United States for its unflinching support of Israel and its alleged antagonism

pianes into the twin towers of the World Trade Center, destroying thf; build roward Islamic countries such as Iraq and Iran.

and causing death to nearly three thousand people, mostly American bu It would be wrong, however, to view the September 11 attacks as an act of war

including a number of foreigners. Simulcaneously, a third hijacked plan _’:d between the terrorists and the United States. That was President George W. Bush'’s

ing from Washingron Dulles International Airport, flew into and partially perception, and he believed the world now consisted of supporters and oppo-

aged the Pentagon building outside Washington, DC, and yet a fourch flew acr

nents of terrorists against whom the nation would wage a relentless war. But how

the state of Pennsylvania to target another city, possibly Chicago, before the would a nation fight a “war” against a non-nation, an entity that existed apart

sengers, having become aware of what was happening in New York, assaultec from sovereign states? President Ronald Reagan, it is true, had already in the

terrorists and diverted the aircraft to the western part of the state, causing 19805 spoken of “war on terror,” much as his predecessors had popularized no-

crash in a field in Somerset County, destroying the plane and killing all onbo tions of “war on poverty,” “war on illiteracy,” and the like. Bue traditional inter-

All these attacks had been planned by al-Qaeda, the terrorist group head

national law had made little provision for a nation waging war against an indi-
tered in Afghanistan under the leadership of Osama bin Laden. vidual or an organization not connected to another state. (That was why the 2011

killing of Osama bin Laden by US forces, which was justified by the White House
as an act of war, was not universally considered legitimate.) On the other hand,

‘This heinous, extremely tragic incident rraumatized not only the Am_é i
people but the rest of the world. It was a transnational crime of the kin

some may have imagined possible before it happened, bur few would have be the world was witnessing increasingly ominous activities not just by terrorists

able to foresee the sense of horror that it gave rise to across the globe. All over th but by drug smugglers, pirates, traffickers of women, and the like, so that some

world, leaders and ordinary citizens—save the minoricy who sided with ch internationally coordinated action to deal with them was becoming a matcer of

rorists ideologically and gloated over the humiliation suffered by the m g urgency. The problem was how to arrange for such coordination and how to carry

Unired Srates—expressed their urrer dlsgust with che crime and their hear out such a “war”

sympathy with the American people. The victims as well as the culprits wer Morcover, the perpetrators of the September 11 actacks were not waging war

transnational, and so the attacks were viewed by many as a harbinger of w against a single nation. It would be more correct to say that the criminal acts

was to come in an increasingly interconnected world. Some of the terrorists h were targeting the entire human community as it existed in reality and in per-

studied in Europe, and others had learned how to fly in the United Srates. ception. The whole idea of a transnationally connected global community would
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have been repugnant to the radical Islamists, who must not have anticipate
way that community responded in shared horror and oucrage, thus ina wa
firming the existence of a transnational world. If the terrorists really th
that through their acts they would intimidate or undermine the emergmg g
communiry, they were totally mistaken. r
Ironically, the nation-centric response to the September 11 attack |
United States government also tended to undermine the unity of huma
'The global outpouring of sympathy and support for the American peopl
not prove enduring for various reasons, but one key factor was surely the va
Bush administration handled the crisis. By framing it in a traditional manner
a surprise ateack upon an unsuspecting nation—the Pearl Harbor analogy
casily to the minds of many Americans—the president led the fight to pt
the offenders, much as the nation had risen in unison against the instigato
Pearl Harbor. To say, as he did, “You are for us, or you are against us,” was to
vide the globe into two, but “us” in this case was the United States, and the ima
of the whole world eicher engaged in war against the nation or coming to its
port was extremely nation-centric and unrealistic as well as insensitive to chang
world conditions. :
Indeed, it may not have been so much the terrorists as the unilateralisc
sponse of the United States that threatened to undermine the emerging tra
rionalization in the days and months following the Seprember 11 attacks. Whe
the event only confirmed the existence of a global community, the Bush admi;
istration’s countermeastres tended to revert back to a time when one power could,
or believed it could, change the world. Actually, even before 9/11, in the springo
2001, Washington had withdrawn from the 1998 Kyoto protocol on comba
climate change and refused to ratify the convention for the establishment of
international criminal court, insisting that US military personnel be exempt
from any such jurisdiction. Neither did the Bush administration ratify the'1997
Ortawa treary banning antipersonnel land mines, It had been adamant from the
start that national interest considerations alone should be the basis of its forei
policy and that any restrictions on the nation’s freedom of action would be e
sisted. These decisions were clearly out of step with worldwide trends and show:
that unilareralism was already becoming a mark of the new US governmen
when the September 11 ateacks took place. The gap berween the United State
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and the international community had become so clear thar the latrer’s over-
whelmingly empathetic support of the American people in the aftermath of the

- gerrorist assault could have provided an opportunity for the United States and
- the rest of the world to come together again. That this did not happen was a seri-

ous setback for the further growth of an interdependent, transnational world.

Some historians date the end of “the American century” to those attacks, but
if they do so because the incident showed that even the mighey United States was
vulnerable to transnational terrorism, they would be x-vr-:mg.125 It would be more
correct to say, as noted in the preceding section, that “the American century”
had been losing its meaning in an increasingly transnational world and that if
the leaders in Washington now tried to bring it back, they were engaged in an
anachronistic task. {A group of neoconservative leaders had organized a short-
lived “project for the new American century” in 1997, calling for increases in de-
fense spending, challenging “hostile regimes,” promoting the cause of “freedom”
abroad, and accepting the nation’s “unique” role in keeping and extending the
international order.”*® But the construction of such a “new American cencury”
was an unrealizable dream, not because the nation was incapable of using all its
military and economic resources to combat terrorism, but because the global
community would not have accepted such a mono-national orientation and
nation-cencric definition of the world for the ewenty-first century.)

There was a good deal of cooperation between Washington and other capitals,
especially of the liberal democracies with sizable Muslim populations, to seek out
and punish the culprits of the terrorist arracks and to prevent their recurrence.
Some of these measures were readily concurred in by most other countries as
well, including autocratic states and former Cold War adversaries. For instance,
they cooperated with the United States in the policy of “rendition,” in which ter-
rorist suspects would be “rendered” to the CIA’s secret prisons or to locations
abroad where criminal suspects faced inhumane conditions and even rorture.
Most nations tightened border control, seeking to make it less easy for would-be
terrorists to cross national boundaries. Many countries began instituting more
stringent screening systems at airports, inspecting checked and carry-on lug-
gage with greater care. At first even such items as fingernail clippers and sewing
needles were confiscated; later, liquids over 3.4 ounces in quantity were banned
unless they were put in checked luggage. When a small explosive was found
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inside the shoe of a would-be terrorist, several countries, including the ©
States, made it mandatory for passengers to take off their shoes when they
through the security check. The United States, Japan, and several othe
tries began requiring the fingerprinting of all incoming foreigners

some of the September 11 culprits had studied in the United States, it ."e_c
more cumbersome to enter the country with a scudent visa, and there wa
in the number of foreign students arriving on American shores. (It fel
some 586,000 during the academic year 20022003 to §64,000 three years
Many who might otherwise have studied in the United States now went &
where, in particular to Canada, Britain, and Australia.

Initially, European allies were willing to accept the US initiative o lea
punitive attack upon Afghanistan, whose Taliban regime was considere
of Osama bin Laden and the terrorist organization al-Qaeda. The NATO al
invoked Arricle s of the treaty, stating that an attack on one member was a
on all. Believing that bin Laden was living in Afghanistan, the US governm
demanded that the Kabul regime surrender him, and when the lateer refus
Washington and London began bombing the Afghan capital and surrour
areas. The result was a quick retreat by the Taliban to the peripheral areas
particular the mountainous border with Pakistan. The new non—Taliban'r_eg_{m
under Hamid Karzai was established by the end of the year 2001 and was reco
nized by more and more countries in the following years. I remained extre
unstable, however, and civil strife and Taliban attacks never ceased. As thessi
tion continued, international support for the US initiative in Afghanistan bega
to erode. .

This lack of enthusiasm for US policies became particularly clear in 2003, w
Washington virtually ignored world opinion in launching a miliary expediti
against Iraq. (It has been estimated that prior to the invasion, six to ten il
people worldwide demonstrated their opposition to the coming war.””") The oste

terrorists and that it had also developed nuclear and other “weapons ofr
destruction.” Neither of these allegarions was substantiared, but George W..B
was willing to act alone if necessary. Subsequent revelations were to show t
his top aides were willing to ignore information—some provided by US intel
gence officials—that contradicted these allegations, and that even the closest ally
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* Britain, remained skeptical. It was very difficult to obtain UN concurrence in
* launching an attack on Iraq, but that did not prevent the United States from do-
:_ ing so, starting the bombing and invasion of Iraq in March 2003. Britain also
- sent its troops, but some NATQ allies, such as Spain and France, openly criti-
- cized the war. (France did not allow overflight rights for US military aircraft in
 the assault on Iraq.) This sort of unilateralism alienated the international com-

munity, as well as significant portions of public opinion in the Unired Srates. Bur
it seemed as if the more the world criticized Washingron, che stiffer the admin-
istration’s attitude grew. There was clearly a gap between the world, which re-
mained transnationally connected, and the US government, which appeared to
alienate itself from it, at least on this issue.

All wars are transnational as well as international. They establish connec-
tions among people across borders that might otherwise not have developed. But
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq proved much less so, for different reasons. Af
ghanistan’s transnationalism was more internal than external; the country con-
sisted of tribal groups who fought against one another, militarily as well as po-
litically, and even those who had been opposed to the Taliban were not able to
establish a stable system of national governance. Ethnic, tribal loyalties crumped
any sentiment of nationhood in a country where the borders with its neighbor,
Pakistan, were particularly artificial, even for that part of South Asia. Popula-
tions of Pashtuns, Hazaris, and Tajiks paid little attention to which side of the
border they belonged to and even less to the dictates of weak central governments
in Kabul or Islamabad. Transnational connections, to the extent that they were
fostered, were mostly products of humanitarian organizations, both intergov-
ernmental and nongovernmental, that sent aid missions to assist the country’s
nation-rebuilding efforts. But humanitarian activities were frequently frustrated
by violence and instability. These were nothing like the transnational connections
that were constructed in Germany, Austria, or Japan after the Second World War.

In Iraq the sicuation was even less conducive to transnational encounters.
Little preparation had been made for the fact that the war would inevitably entail
both military and nonmilitary tasks, the latter involving a range of issues from
maintaining law and order in occupied areas to ensuring the establishment of a
stable government that would replace Saddam’s dictatorship. It was much easier
to dispose of the regime than to reconstruct the country, in part because Iraq
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had been in a state of chaos for over ten years. Intermittent US bombings as we
as UN sanctions during the 1990s had destroyed much of the infrastructure
the country as well as social and educational institutions. The restoration of
der and social services would require a great deal of transnational cooperati
the civilian level, but much of this had to be established on the spot. There hy
been lictle preparation for such tasks—in sharp contrast to the careful plann
for the occupation of Germany and Japan that had been made during thé-S_
ond World War. US military and civilian officials had to shoulder the burdc_e’r_i‘ '
post-Saddam reconstruction, but few of them had had training in Iraq’s 1angﬁ_§ge
or culture. Their work was assisted by, and sometimes assigned entirely o, civilia
contractors from the United States and elsewhere who also lacked prerequisit
backgrounds. The UN did try to help in reconstrucrion work, but its efforts’s
fered grievously when, in September 2003, a truck bomb driven by a suicide
rorist exploded outside the UN’s headquarters in Baghdad. The explosion killed:
UN special representative Sérgio Vieira de Mello. After a second bombing i
following month, the UN pulled its personnel from the war-torn country.
Under the circumstances, transnational encounters remained superficial: A
though serious attemprs were made by a number of NGOs, including the Intér
tional Red Cross, Doctors Without Borders, and smaller groups committed ¢
helping the people of Iraq, they had to spend much of their time protecting them
selves from attacks by extremist groups that disdained any such attempts to pr
mote transnationalism. In danger for their lives, humanitarian organizations'an
relief workers often had to turn to US and other military forces for protectjor
The weakness of the country’s civil society made it extremely difficult to creat

and sustain transnational encounters.

Dialogue among Civilizations

Transnationalism was clearly on trial, but the Seprember 11 attacks and thecor
sequent wars in Afghanistan and Iraq did not mean that history was reversing
the trends that had become evident toward the end of the twentieth centur
such as economic and cultural globalization as well as efforts at increased con
munication and understanding among nations, religions, and civilizations. Th
latter objective might have been frustrated by the 2001 terrorist attacks o th
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United States and the subsequent rise of anti-Islamic sentiment. The incident
undoubtedly created fear of Islam in many parts of the world, especially in Eu-
rope and North America where there had been less experience with or knowledge
of the Islamic religion than elsewhere, such as China and India, whose popula-
tions contained a significant minoriry of Muslims. In the West, many people were
anable to distinguish between the excremists and the moderate (or politically
uninvolved) majority among the followers of Islam. There was confusion as to
who the exeremists were, and many, including government officials, were prone
to see all Muslims as potential terrorists.

Such fears might have seemed justified to some when the September 11 arracks
were followed by similar, if less massive, assaults on civilians, such as the explosion
at the resort in Bali in October 2002, the attempt to blow up a transatlantic fAight
in 2003 by a terrorist with explosives hidden inside his shoe, the subway and bus
bombings in London in July 2005, the attack on Mumbai, India’s largest city, in
2008, and a failed attempt to blow up a US civilian aircraft on Christmas day
2009 that was in transit between Amsterdam and Detroit. The majority of these
attacks were cases of “suicide” assaults in which the terrorists blew themselves up
along with their targers. The image of a fanatic blowing himself up in pursuit of
an ostensibly higher cause reminded observers of the kamikaze bombings by
Japanese pilots toward the end of the Second World War. But the Japanese anal-
ogy was not entirely fitting in that the kamikaze pilots were carrying out a mili-
tary mission and mostly targeted US warships, whereas there was no national
command behind the Istamic rerrorists, who did not discriminate among their
targers. In any event, both Islamic and Japanese suicide attacks were incompre-
hensible to the bulk of humanity and further confirmed the image of fanacics
who were driven by irrational beliefs. It was easy to generalize from these instances
and to consider the whole religion of Islam, or the bulk of Muslims worldwide,
as abetting such a culture of irrationality. Few enjoyed the stringent system of
airport security thae became a transnational experience in the wake of these
bombings, actual or actempred. Under the circumsrances, pessimists might have
believed that this was no time to start a dialogue with Islam, even to continue
transnational efforts at cross-cultural communication and understanding,

In reality, however, efforts at such communication and understanding never

abated after 2001. If anything, because of the very seriousness of the crisis, civilian
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organizations as well as international bodies redoubled their efforts at cont
the dialogue among civilizations. The United Nations had adopred a resolutiq
in 1998 thart the year 2001 would be called the Year of Dialogue among Civili;.
tions. The UN and various international and national organizations we
sponsor meetings where this theme would be explored. One of the first suc g
erings took place in Vilnius, Lithuania, in July 2001, Opening the conferenc
Koichird Marsuura, general secretary of UNESCO, noted that the cméi-gm
new global order must be solidly built on communication and dialogue amo
civilizations. Specifically, he and the conferees agreed on the need to inte
efforts to promote an understanding of the world’s diverse culcures and civil
tions. This and other gatherings that took place in 2001—for instance, UNES
sponsored a meeting of scientists in New York to discuss biodiversity—we
overshadowed by the much more dramatic events of Seprember 11, but it should
be noted that the terrorist atracks did not dampen the enthusiasm for or cor
mitment to the cause of intercivilizational dialogue. During the remainder of
the year, meetings similar to the Vilnius gathering were held in different pares o
the globe, demonstrating that the terrorists did not succeed in intimidating:'t:ﬁ'
forts at promoting transnationalism. .

As if to give moral support to such activities, the Nobel Peace Prize Comm
tee in Oslo held a symposium in early December 2001 to commemorate the ce
tenary of the peace award. Kofi Annan, secretary general of the United Nation
who received the prize for that year, as well as many former recipients of t
Peace Prize came to the gathering, as did representacives of various organizations
that had been so honored, including the American Friends Service Committee,
Amnesty International, Doctors Without Borders, and the International Coali-
tion Against Landmines. Coming barely three months after the September 11
attacks, the meeting was notable for its renewed dedication to the cause of world
peace and mutual understanding. The overwhelming sentiment of the paf‘ti.
pants was against the ongoing military involvement in Afghanistan, and théy
feared that the US government was contemplating similar action against Irag:
Koft Annan, in accepting the Nobel Peace Prize, reminded those prcscntv—ahd
through them the whole world--that the construction of a peaceful world d
pended on far more than eliminating terrorism. For instance, he pointed out that
some seven thousand people—more than twice the number who had been killed
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in the World Trade Center attack—were dying of HIV/AIDS every day in Af
rica. No stable world order would be possible until all such tragedies were coped
with and eventually eradicated. (Fortunately, by the starr of the second decade of
the new century, the UN was able to report significant slowing down in the
HIV infection rates among young people, even in sub-Saharan African states
that had been the hardest hit by the disease.)

In the meantime, efforts at promoting dialogue among civilizations con-
tinued into the second year of the new century and beyond. The UN initiative
resulted in additional gatherings to promote the cause. Such efforts proved often
frustrating, and they sometimes came under severe criticism from those who
insisted that no communicarion and understanding was possible with Islamic
extremists. Islamic extremists also responded in kind, touting their own brand
of purism in opposition to reconciling with the “devil.” The continued influx of
Arab, Pakistani, Afghan, Albanian, and other Islamic migrants into Europe,
North America, and Australia frequently created social tensions, especially as
the new arrivals tended to live in segregated, poorer sections of large cities. The
riots that took place in the suburbs of Paris in the fall of 2005, in which crowds
consisting largely of Arab immigrants artacked police vehicles, public buildings,
and schools, seemed symbolic of the gaps among communities espousing differ-
ent faichs and ways of life.

The conflict was often between the ideals of cultural diversity and pluralism,
allowing each group of people its own belief system and way of life, and secular-
ism, insisting that certain values, such as respect for women’s rights, should be
considered universally valid and accepted by all. For instance, in France, a coun-
try with a strong tradition of secularism, the government banned the wearing of
bijab (headscarves, veils, burqas) in public places such as schools, and in Britain
a member of Parliament (who was also foreign minister) criticized women con-
stituents who met with him with scarves covering their faces. In 2005 Danish
cartoonists’ portrayal of the prophet Muhammad’s face caused worldwide protest
among Muslims. And in 2011 in Norway, an extremist with a rifle shot and killed
a large number of young people, including several Muslims, who were among
those attending an interracial, interfaich gachering on an island. The appearance
of mosques in European cities impressed observers as incongruous, an Islamic in-
trusion upon Christian civilization, and in the Unired States plans to construce
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an Islamic culture center near “ground zero” in Manhattan seriously spl
nation, although in this instance both the idea of cultural pluralism and the's
lar doctrine of freedom of religion seemed to stand on one side, and the mé . °
of a national tragedy on the other.

Underneath the surface drama of such conflict, however, there cont.in
to be quiet efforts to overcome simplistic notions of civilizational, religio{i
ethnic conflict and incompatibility and to develop less extremist, Jess dogfﬁég;
worldviews. What was needed was an image of the world and of humanig -
both divergent and united, both local and global. The energetic efforts by Am
ican, Canadian, Australian, British, and other European historians to:fcé

themselves and their students to overcome traditional ethnocentrism and nati
centered perspectives on the past may be seen as one important example. Durm
the first decade of the century, many universities added or expanded their:ii;}o'_
grams in world, global, or transnational history. In 2008 Harvard Universic
hosted the first global history conference with historians participaring ffOl'E:_l' al
continents. The Mandelbaum Verlag book publishers in Vienna opened a n
series titled Global History and Development Policy.** A number of superb te:
books were written, incorporating a global perspective into the study of the pﬁst
For example, Richard Bulliet and his colleagues published Tbe Earth and It
Peoples in 1997 and subsequent years, showing how one might move away from
the standard Eurocentric narrative. The auchors did not just add other parté'-._o.
the world to the narrative, but sought to keep the whole globe constantly in viey
so that readers would be able to trace how different peoples and regions had .
tablished connections with one another. In the ewenty-first century, the book
noted, “people increasingly visualize a single global community.”*** Anothe
textbook of modern world history, Worlds Together, Worlds Apart (2002), dis
cussed transnational developments such as “the Black Death, the influx of sii{'e'_

from the Americas into the world economy, and the rise of nationalism, that re-
verberated throughour the world.” These phenomena “produced varying reactions
in different regions,” the authors argued.”® The emphasis here was on the dia

logue berween interconnectedness and divergence, a theme that many scholar
were adopring as a viable conceptual framework in their studies of world, global
or transnational history. The key was to move away from a focus on nations 2
units of analysis. Rather, these historians believed that one would arrive at'a.
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more balanced understanding of historical development if one focused on mi-
grations, diseases, the circulation of gold and silver, and many other themes that
transcended national boundaries.

Even when dealing with a single nation’s history, writers were becoming
more and more interested in situating that history in the context of worldwide
developments. Thomas Bender's 4 Nation among Nations (2006), for instance,
surveyed American history from Columbus to the presenc but always compared
national to global developments so that the nation’s politics, society, and culture
would not be presented as unique." The author was seeking to counter the “ex-
ceptionalist” presentation of the nation’s history that had abounded in the litera-
ture, arguing instead that murual influences and parallel developments across
national boundaries explained much of what happened in the United States, or
indeed in any other country. Likewise, the Australian hiscorian Tan Tyrrell’s
Transnational Nation (2007) sought to place US history squarely in the context
of global history, so that US history would be scen as a product as much of exter-
nal forces (economic, cultural, social) as of domestic factors.” These examples
show that, almost in proportion as the government of the United States tended
to pursue a unilateralist foreign policy, US educators and scholars were seeking to
turn the attention of the people to the wider world. It was clearly understood that
if their education of the younger generation led to a citizenry more attuned to
global issues and sensitive to other people and cultures, thar would be one of the
most promising developments of the new century.”™

In Asia also, similar efforts were not lacking. In Malaysia, the Center for Civi-
lizational Dialogue was established at the University of Malaysia, and in Osaka,
Japan, Kansai University opened a new center for the study of cultural transmis-
sion in East Asia in 2007. Led by a Chinese historian, Tao Demin, the instirute
aimed at exploring the history of intraregional (as well as interregional) culrural
diffusion and intermingling in the early modern times. Around this time, annual
symposia began to be held both in Beijing and in Seoul to consider the state of
human civilization and its future. While no simple understanding of civilization
or even of dialogue among civilizations emerged from such efforts, they indicated
that in Asia, too, there was a serious interest in going beyond mono-national
frameworks in understanding the past. Along with contemporaneous endeavors
by educators elsewhere, these examples were pointing to a transnationally shared
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perception that, in the words of the historian Bruce Mazlish, civilization

. »134
“encompasses all human beings, everywhere.

The Transnational Reach of the
Global Economic Crisis

economy began to slow down and entered a period of profound crisis lastin
several years. Whether the world economy moved upward or downward, th
cissitude only confirmed that all parts of the world were tied together: n

closely now than ever before.

tinued, world population could reach 8 billion by 2025 and even ¢ billion b
Considering that in 1900 there were just 1.6 billion, and in 1950 only 2.5 billic
people in the world, these were almost unmanageable increases, challenging I
human environment, the Earth’s resources, and the capacity of governments an;
communities everywhere to maintain a semblance of oxder. However, it should b
noted that the rate of demographic increase was lower at the beginning o
twenty-first century than in the middle of the twentieth. The rate of natu
growth—that is, the rate of birth less that of death as a proportion of the overa
population—fell from 17.8 percent during 1950-1955 to 12.3 percent fifry years later
What these figures indicated was that although the death rate had decl !

significancly, thanks to the absence of large-scale wars and ro medical advance:
the birth rate also diminished. It is a remarkable fact char chese generalization
applied both to economically advanced countries as well as to developing:na
tions. Although the lacter continued to register higher birth races and account
for more chan 8o percent of the world’s people, their populations were increasing
less rapidly by the first decade of the twenty-first century. There were many rea

sons for this, including the spreading use of birth control, a less traditional way
of life in which having a large number of children was no longer considered ap
propriate, and govemmentai policies that encouraged, even mandated, sm3113
households. China was the primary example of this last phenomenon. The Be
jing government only slightly modified the earlier policy of “one child per fam
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- ily” that had been proclaimed in the 1970s, and as a result the population in-
' creased by only 0.58 percent during 2005—2010, far below the world average of

r.17 percent. The population grew much faster in the United States (0.97 per-
cent), Mexico {1.12 percent), Brazil (1.26 percent), and virtually all other coun-
tries of South America.

A novel development after the turn of the century was the striking longeviey
of people in such countries as China, Singapore, and South Korea. An aging
population had become a problem in some European countries and in Japan to-
ward the end of the twentieth century, but now the same phenomenon was de-
rected in these other countries as well. In the United Srates, alchough the infux
of immigrants tended to keep the average age of the population down, 3.1 percent
of Americans were over the age of seventy-five in 2004. Comparable figures for
Russia, Iraly, Sweden, and Britain were 2.5, 4.5, 4.4, and 3.8 percent, respectively.
Even in China, where the average life expectancy was already seventy-two years in
2005, more than 2 percent of the population was over seventy. In Russia, on the
other hand, the average life expectancy for males was only 58.5 years (and 71.8 for
females) in 2004, an exception that proves the rule (caused primarily by the eco-
nomic collapse of the early 1990s). What such staristics indicared was not only
that the world’s population was increasing as a whole, albeit more slowly than
earlier, but also that its composition was rapidly changing. The aging of the popu-
lation was a social as well as an economic problem, because senior citizens, in
their seventies, eighties, and beyond, would not be working regularly and needed
various kinds of assistance, which would require health-care workers and funds
to pay for seniors’ medical care. In richer countries, public and private retirement
homes locked after the needs of old persons, and increasingly citizens were orga-
nizing self-help communities through which they would assist each other with-
out having to move into an old-age facility. In the rest of the world, however, few
stch instirutions or programs were available, and families, clans, and villages had
to cope as best as they could with the new situation.

The fact remains that in the first decade of the new century there were more
people inhabiting the Earth, and that the same needs that had propelled people
in the past to migrate in search of food, jobs, and stability remained. In the his-
tory of cross-border migrations, the first decade of the twenty-first century con-
tinued the trend set roward the end of the twentieth, but the large number of
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mnigrants from the Caribbean and South America to North Ameri
increasingly joined by those escaping Africa, the Middle East, and Cengr.
for safer havens. Some of them were refugees, driven from their countrie
gin by internal chaos produced by civil strife, sectarian violence, anc:l'
In 2008, Iraq and Afghanistan produced the largest number of refuge:
million each, most of whom were absorbed by Pakistan and Iran, addmgt
countries’ population problcms % A relatively novel phenomenon s was th;
mrcmaliy displaced persons thosc driven out of their homes and v1llag

food safery but also of food availability. That was one of the concerns th
produced the 1998 Kyoto Protocol for reducing the greenhouse effect, but inac
tion to the refusal of the United States to join Europe and Japan in ratifyin |
agreement, China, India, and other developing countries also had not sign
In the ewenty-first century, however, such abstention, indicating a divid
on this most global of crises, was no longer acceptable. People in some 9
countries that were steadily improving their lifestyles were increasingly dema
ing the use of air conditioners, refrigerators, and the like, adding to the averag
hear level blanketing the Earth. Al Gore, former vice president of the U _
States, spread the alarm over these developments in his widely screened film 4
Inconvenient Truth. The message was simple and clear: as depicted gmphma \:
this and many other educational programs, average temperatures were rising a
huge chunks of ice in the North Pole were melting away. There were pictures
polar bears that, no longer able to take thick layers of ice for granted, were be
forced to swim hundreds of miles in open ocean in search of it. One conseqﬁ _
of global warming appeared to be increasing rainfalls, and indeed the firscye
of the century witnessed a number of life-threatening hurricanes and typhoon
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These, as well as earthquakes, heat waves, flooding, and volcanic eruptions, were
fren considered related to, if not caused by, global climate change.
Alchough a minority of scientists as well as some politicians doubted thar cli-

mate change was induced by human behavior—they believed the changes were
parc of a natural cycle—the fact remains that humans were consuming an in-
 creasing amount of energy. Statistics with regard to “primary energy —including
- coal, water, natural gas, and electricity—show that between 1980 and 2004 the

- rotal consumption of such power sources increased by nearly so percent, from 6.5

billion tons (as converted to oil fuel) to 9.7 billion tons. This roughly corresponds
to the rate of increase of the world’s population. However, many countries were
consuming much more energy than they produced. The United States, for in-
stance, in 2004 produced 1,425 million tons of energy but consumed 2,052 mil-
lion tons. The figures for China were 1,242 million and 1,260 million rons, respec-
tively. These two countries combined were making use of about 36 percent of the
world’s energy resources, while accounting for 27 percent of its production. Such
gaps between consumption and production of energy characterized North Amer-
ica, Europe, and Asia, and the deficits were being made up by imporring excess
fuels from other regions of the world: South America, Africa, the Middle East,
and Oceania. Bur if these latter areas industrialized and urbanized themselves at
the same pace as the others, it was clear thar a severe shortage of energy resources
would arise. For the time being, importing energy material was the only way the
countries of North America, Europe, and most of Asia could satisfy their re-
quirements.”*” The furure of nuclear power, which provided about 15 percent of
electricity worldwide at this time, began to look less promising in the wake of the
disasters that hit the generators at the Fukushima Daiichi plant in northern Japan
in March 2011."*

The same sort of imbalances between production and consumption charac-
terized food items. Here the United States was one of the few countries that
were self-sufficient in basic staples such as corn and whear and exported what was
not consumed at home. The nation accounted for 38.5 percent of the world pro-
duction of corn and 9.5 percent of wheat in 2006. Many of these items were
shipped abroad, the US sale of corn accounting for more than one-half of the total
world export of that commodity. Japan and Souch Korea, neither of which pro-
duced much corn, together imported more than a quarter of the entire quantity
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of this item traded in the world market. In terms of grainsasa Whofe,:]a'p' erms of the US currency. Still, other currencies were gaining the status of semi-

only 28 percent self-sufficient, requiring the nation to import the other nternational unies of transaction. With the participation of China, India, Brazil,

cent. Japanese fishermen caught 4.4 percent of the global catch of fish § nd other countries as major players in the arena, there was now a virtual free-

but the Japanese people ate so much fish thar the country had to impo_rt for-all with regard to foreign exchange. In theory, anyone anywhere could buy

the same amount from other countries. Similar condirions held in Britain:S; nd sell foreign currencies as well as securities, and the speculartive game in which

and the Netherlands. They paid for their food imports by exporting othe eople all over the world took part resulted in constantly fluctuating rates of ex-

in particular manufactured goods. (In 2004, 20.7 percent of Japanese cx change and returns on investment. Central banks in various countries tried from

consisted of automobiles, and another 17.3 percent was machine tools. In B time to time to prop up, or keep down, the value of 2 currency vis-a-vis chat of

export trade, the ratios for these items were 9.8 and 13.3 percent, respectivel ~others. The Chinese authorities, to take perhaps the most conspicuous example,

The smooth functioning of international trade, then, would be o were able to keep the value of renminbi (the key Chinese currency unit) low so as

importance in ensuring access to the world’s food resources. Fortunartely _to expand export trade. This policy irritated other countries, especially the United

countricsj as mcmbcrs of the Wor]_d Trade O[ganization’ adhered td th -.-Statcs, WhICh had huge tfﬂdﬂ deﬁCil‘S Wlth China, bl.lt the Chinese were now
principle of free trade, although import restrictions did remain, most o purchasing bonds and equities in the American markets, and their value would
were within WTQ guidelines. But for some poorer countries in Africaand Ay - depend in part on a stable rate of exchange between the two currencies. This was

export trade would not be sufficient to ensure an adequate supply of th an age of finance capitalism, but unlike its manifestation a hundred years earlier,

requirements of life, and for them assistance from other countries as well ; in which a small number of bankers, industrialists, and stockholders virtually
ternational agencies would be of critical importance. The picture would monopolized the game, now the entire world, indeed everyone, in theory at least,
complicated, however, if the prices of basic foodstuffs such as wheat and rice was involved both as a marker and as an investor.

The overheating of the global financial market reached its peak in 2007, when

2007. The overall price of hard red winter wheat, to take just one examp more goods, money, and stocks changed hands on a global scale than ever before.

been declining for over a century, bue then in 2005 its price, along with tl Inevitably, the situation produced a reaction; stock values plummeted, currency

corn, rice, 50V, and oats, shot up. The cause was not an external shock to the values fell, and many peoplc lost their jObS and homes. In one respect the crisis

production system, such as a drought or plague, but a speculative “bubbl could be summed up in a phrase: “Capiralism without capital.” In other words,

individuals with little or no savings (which especially was the case in the United

veloping world, and resulted in hundreds of thousands of additional peopl States) purchased goods on credic far beyond their means to repay and remort-
without enough food to eat. The shortages could be felt even in the United ta gaged their houses to obtain huge amounts of money in the expectation that the
where some wholesalers restricted customers’ purchases of certain items, suc value of their homes would continue to rise and so enable them to pay back the
rice*° loan. Moreover, a large number of senior citizens borrowed money in order to

move into retirement communities, most of which were privately operated and

was the financial setup in which most currencies were freely converted to entailed large entry fees as well as monthly payments. Banks, credit companies,

other. Since the 1985 Plaza Accord, which liberalized currency exchanges stockbrokers, and others promoted all such consumer borrowing in the expec-

monetary transactions had become more transnational, although most: forei tation that they would receive sizable rerurns. These paper credits were viewed
trade and investment activities were still conducted in US dollars and, ing as agsets, so their holders could lend even more money. Such a system was not

ingly, in euros. Each country’s foreign exchange still tended to be measure destined to last long, and the inevitable occurred in 2007 when the so-called
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rously in value, which would have aggravated the global economic crisis b?/ fur-
ther increasing the public debts of the United States and European couneries.
The global economic crisis of the early twenty-first century was far more
rransnational in scope than the Great Depression of the early 1950.5, btitbmercdl—
fully, responses to the crisis were also more coordinated across nationa boun
aries. That China, which together with Taiwan and Hong Kong was fas;1 : c;or:
ing the second wealthiest nation (in terms of gross national proch%ct? be ;n t .c
United States, was in a position to contribute significantly to aile'.\rlatmg the Cr.im
was symbolic of the transnational nature of global econo;mc. affairs. The groviflmg
importance of China as well as of India, Russia, j‘md Brazil—they were co ;c
tively known as BRICs—and many other countries was nowhere mor;;:1 g;ap ir
cally revealed than in the international meetings held in the walkc of t -e‘ nar;—
cial meledown of 2009, in which the twenty wealthiest councries participared.
Known as the G-20 meetings, the countries present accounted for 9o }')e.rcent of
the world’s total income. In contrast to the international monetary crisis of the
1970s that resulted in the institution of G-7 gatherings, which iac‘cr became G-8
with the addition of Russia, there was recognition thar these r1c1.1cst se\-re: or
eight would no longer be able to cope with global economic questions Irm ou‘t
the participation of others that represented not only huge mar-kccs but also ain
cultural, mineral, and factory production. The G-20 gathering of Septem et
2009 adopted common agendas calling for murual consultation and surveil-
lance, lest some countries should consume or save excessively, and to ensure t-hat
banks and investment funds should not again indulge in undisciplined p’ractxces
at the expense of ordinary citizens. The interconnectedness of the world’s farms,
factories, and finances and the willingness of their top producers and consu‘mers
to discuss their common problems were the ultimare causes of the economic re-
covery that began in late 2009 and was confirmed by the end of 2010. o
In some such way, in sharp contrast to the 1930s when the econoxlmc.crlslsf
splintered the world, deglobalizing it as it were, the disarray at the I:n:gmmnglc:1
the twenty-first century only confirmed cthe interconnectedness of the world.
Transnational ties and networks were not disrupted bur were conﬁrmec-l -anci
strengchened. For example, Incernet use continued to expand during the crisis c.)f'
2008-2010, and some of the major companies in the world sought to pool their
resources across borders so as to emerge as transnational gianes. This was the

subprime lending fiasco in the United States puncrared the bubble. The ba
and mortgage companies that had made risky loans to homebuyers found it
creasingly difficult to receive loan repayments and in the process lost huge amouy
of their assets. In the meantime, many hedge funds and various schemes for
vesting in banks, insurance companies, and foreign securities and curreng
suddenly found that the easy profits for which they had aimed had evaporat
Many investment companies and financial instirutions collapsed. Because all sy
transactions had been carried on across national borders, the consequences wer,
truly global. Individuals and organizations had been so dependent on curr
and stock markets of distant lands that there was a chain reaction linkin
parts of the world.
Remarkably, however, unlike the Great Depression of the 19305, world trad:
did not shrink substantially, nor did foreign investment. Both categorie
transnational activities virtually held cheir own because demand did not dimj
ish precipitously. For certain commodiries, notably automobiles, the worldwide
market did shrink, resulting in layoffs for large numbers of workers from asser
bly lines and auxiliary factories making auto parts. In one extreme case, Gen
Motors, the world’s largest auto manufacrurer until Toyota outsold GM in ¢
went bankrupt, and the US government had to provide it with billions of dol a
of bailout money, in the process becoming its owner. Because the money can
from public funds, this meant the taxpayers were now in control of the compa
‘The governments of the United Stares, Germany, and several other “advanced
countries that belonged to the Organization for Economic Co-operation'a
Development (OECD) likewise intervened in the banking crisis by providin
funds to prevent the collapse of certain financial institutions. Despite these an
other examples, there was no drastic reduction in cross-border trade or in
ment. This was partly because demand for food and energy resources did
abarte, and partly because, unlike the United Srates and Europe, such countr
as China and India did not suffer a domestic economic crisis and were able i
way to temporatily take over the role of the United States and Europe in the worll
economy by continuing to purchase foreign products and to invest in offsho
business enterprises. China, in particular, was holding a huge quantity of fo.r_i:_tg‘_
exchange, in dollars and euros, and by makinguse of such funds carefully, rath
than selling them off; it helped prevent these other currencies from falling preci
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path chosen by two automobile manufacturers, Volkswagen of Ge East Asian countries tended to trade with one another quite intensively. Nearly

Suzuki of Japan, toward the end of 2009—to join together to share their one-half of Japan’s exports in 2003 went to other Asian countries, as did 37 per-

technology, and market strategies. Their smaller vehicles had already domi cent of China’s. The figures for imports from Asia were 8.0 percent for Japan

some of the key markets in the world, such as China, India, and Afric and 42.1 percent for China. As is evidenced in such statistics, Asia was growing

their combined masket share would be quite formidable. Likewisc-,-:'_]_ép as a huge trading zone in which the countries in the region were selling and buy-

lines, suffering from huge deficits, entered into an alliance with America ing more and more quantities of goods. Even in the absence of a formal regional

lines, which provided the Japanese airline wich fresh capital in the hop community, East Asia was clearly emerging as one.

combined they would have a larger share of the increasingly lucrative a Financial ties between East Asia and Southeast Asia were screngrhened after

market in the Asia Pacific region. The number of international travelers a the foreign exchange crisis of the late 1990s, when Thailand, Indonesia, South

change students also did not significancly abate. People continued to cros Korea, and other countries in Asia saw the value of their currencies drop precipi-

ders. To be sure, millions did so in search of job opportunities; despire restrict tously against the dollar, which caused havoc in their monetary and banking sys-

measures instiruted by some countries to protect domestic laborers, migr::in't tems and triggercd unemploymem and faliing stock market prices. Neither the

on coming, as did smugglers of illicit drugs. All this attested to the unch gi IMF nor the United States did much to help, because they assumed, following

- - E{4 . » - . . .
relevance of transnational movements in the early twenty-first century, the “Washingron consensus,” that the market mechanism would in time rectify

the situation. Alchough it was undoubtedly true that the globalization of foreign

exchange since the 1980s had brought about profound fluctuations in the values

Toward a Transnational Partnership of national currencies, the Washington consensus in effect adopted a hands-off

Would there in time emerge a solid transnational world? It is not a historian’s policy even as some Asian currencies lost as much as 8o percent of their value in

to predict the future, but we might consider two themes that might contriby terms of the dollar. That was entirely unacceptable to the affected nations, and

to our understanding of the first years of the twenty-first century in the cont they took steps to do something in the region. At a meeting of ASEAN held in

of history of the world since the Second World War. First is the dcveloprﬁcn: December 1997, the leaders of China, Japan, and South Korea were invited, and

a Pacific community and possibly other regional communities, and the seco what emerged as ASEAN +3 proved a viable framework for undertaking collec-

what may be termed the “Obama phenomenon” that transcended US poli tive regional action." The group continued ro meer annually into the new cen-

and reflected the increasingly relevant cheme 0{: “hybi'idity.” These examplc tury and became a solid basis fO[' working toward crcating an Asian regional

seem to point to the furcher growth of transnational linkages and ideas. community. In the context of the 1997 crisis, Japan initially made available a

Trade, financial, and other ties continued to bring East Asia, Southeast/Asia temporary loan of $30 billion, and subsequently ASEAN +3 established a system
South Asia, the Antipodes (Australia and New Zealand), the Pacific islands, anc

North and South America closer together. In trade, East Asia was serving

of “currency swaps,” whereby a country whose currency is experiencing exchange
difficulties would be provided with an emergency infusion of other currencies.
In time these efforts by ASEAN and East Asian countries came to be ex-

tween 2000 and 2004, and by 2004 China already accounted for 6.9 percent panded to other spheres, such as the environment and climate change, cultural
the total volume of world exports. Only Germany (10.6 percent) and the Unite exchange, economic development, and even political and milirary securicy. Addi-
States (12.7 percent) exceeded China’s volume. Other Asian countries, in par! tional arrangements served to strengthen such regional ties. The most successful
ular Japan and South Korea, continued to be among the top exporting countri¢ were the free crade agreements, or FTA, which were negotiated with increasing
in the world. A striking development at the beginning of the century was:tha frequency after 2000: for instance, berween Singapore and New Zealand,
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ASEAN and China, Thailand and India, Singapore and South Korea
Malaysia, and Thailand and Australia. Such agreements encouraged j;

exchange. Only Japan was carrying out as much as 20 percent of its transactions
in nondollar currencies. All Asian countries, as well as most of the rest of the world,
trade to such an extent that in 2008 it was reported that the volume of trad held on to their dollar reserves and had a stake in the stability of the dollar.
FTA signatories accounted for nearly so percent of the total regional tr:

The inclusion of Australia, New Zealand, and India in the FTA arra

The idea of a Trans-Pacific Partnership perfectly ficted into these ongoing

developments. In view of the close economic ties among the countries in or bor-

suggests that the definition of “Asia” in the context of regional developme dering on the Pacific, it seemed to make sense to establish a “partnership” that

becoming broader. Trade agreements, ac least, were now embracing mo would bind them even closer together, ultimately looking forward to something

tries from India to New Zealand, a wide swath embracing twenty or more akin to the European Union. That would entail not just freer trade among the

tries. The “Asian” regional community that was emerging was really a member countries but also the opening of borders to all their people, whether as

and Pacific” community. The United States was from the beginning a men workers, tourists, or students. That would truly be a colossal undertaking, bring-

the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), a regional setting ing about a Pacific century for the first time in history. Whether the twenty-firse

in 1989 for cconomic cooperation and assistance. In time other American century would be such a century, of course, was far from clear, but the very idea

such as Mexico and Peru joined APEC, so that the geographical boundar of a Trans-Pacific Partnership indicated thac the region had come a long way

the regional organizations remained loose. These various and overlappi, from the first half of the twentieth century when the Pacific Ocean had been

works indicated that an Asian regional community, should it become anything but “pacific.”
would not be an exclusionary entity. It should also be noted that China; Japa It would, of course, take much time and effort for Pacific countries to estab-

and South Korea invested heavily in resource-rich but economically less develo lish a solid political and cultural basis for their partnership. The first seep in that

areas of the world, especially South America and Africa. In sub-Saharan Afr direction might well be to come to a shared understanding of the past, a task

the Chinese presence, both diplomatic and economic, was becomin that had proven to be extremely difficult even among the countries of East Asia.

ubiquitous. China’s position in Africa, which continued to grow during Unlike Germany and France, Japan and China still had not succeeded in over-

years, held advantages over the Western nations’ in that its relations wich: the coming the past. Neither had Japan and Korea, its former colony, reached sufhi-

tinent were largely untainted by the historical memory of colonial exploitatig ciently common understanding of that unfortunare experience. The “history

and also because Beijing was more willing than the United States or Europ problem,” as it was called, continued to prevent the coming closer together of the

countries to expand trade relations with countries that had been accused of three countries politically and psychologically, despite their undoubted eco-

man rights violations, including Sudan. nomic interdependence. Although teachers and scholars from the three coun-

There was little doubt thac by the first decade of the twenty-first century the tries had started seeking each other out to start a cooperative project to write

had in fact emerged an Asian-Pacific economic community. China (inclading books together, such efforts were often frustrated by new, undesirable develop-

Hong Kong), Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, and the principal ASEAN co ments such as the publication of a history textbook in Japan in 2001 written by

accounted for over 20 percent of the total world trade in 2005. The EU's. several nacionalistic authors that was mono-nationalistic and viewed the past

was 29 percent, and that of the United States 28 percent. Together, these almost entirely from their own country’s perspective. The publication of the

economic centers were Can‘ying on ncarly fouf-ﬁfths ofall intcrnational tlf:_msa [extbook’ Which WOon approval by the Ministry of Education’ innnedia_tcly pro-
tions in goods. Whether such a community of trade would in time develop voked a negative response in China and Korea, inflaming their nationalism.

common currency, comparable to the euro (adopred in 1999) remained to be: Fortunately, transnationally minded historians were also becoming more visible

As of 2010, most Asian countries were still using the US dollar as the currenc by the turn of the century and were willing to meet together to do something
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about these unfortunate developments. They held annual gathering"' ceneral historical fact. As best exemplified in the city-state of Singapore, the

Tokyo, and Seoul, and in 2005 one such group published a jointly auchepe

oming together of different races and ethnicities had created, and was crearing,

that discussed the modern history of East Asia, focusing on the period:si hybrid” communities, and the rather belated awareness of this past could be

nineteenth century. The writers noted in their preface that they wrote expected in time to generate a sense of shared memory.

in order to learn from the past and to prepare for a future East As A big question in the early twenty-first century was whether other regions of

hoped, would be characterized by peace, democracy, and human righ :;he world, such as Africa, the Middle East, and South America, would also suc-

book did not hesitate to castigate Japan for its past subjugation of the K; eed in constructing regional communities. All independent countries of Africa,

people and its aggression against the Chinese, bue it also spoke of the ¢g pumbering more than forty, established an African Union in 2004, bur it failed

together of the people of the three countries, especially of the young to move either in the direction of an economic or cultural community. Many

tions, to promote their mutual understanding. The book was deﬁci_c_'_' countries suffered from continuing civil strife, and hundreds of thousands fled

mentioning serious blemishes in China under Communist rule, such as
sastrous Great Leap Forward or the Culeural Revolution, both of which

the continent for jobs and opportunitics in Europe. Nevertheless, there were

some glimpses of hope. South Africa, as well as the rest of the continent, cele-

millions of people to die from starvation and dislocation, Nevertcheléss, h brated the successful hosting of the zo1o World Cup. And more effective medi-

an imporcant indication that beginnings were being made to develop a cal treatments and preventive technologies for the scourges of malaria and HIV

tive approach vo the study of East Asian history. appeared within reach. While some areas of Central Africa seemed mired in the

Such modest developments might in time help construct a regional com legacy of genocidal conflict, despotism, economic stagnation, corruption, and

nity of shared memory analogous to that of the European Union and reinf warfare, war-torn regions of Western Africa made strides toward bringing war

the already solid economic networks. Transnational encounters, in other criminals to justice, using the International Criminal Court—the first sentenc-

were becoming much more than incidental to economic transactions, and i ing of an African alleged war criminal took place in early 2012—and healing the

be expected that in time there would develop some transnational conscious wounds of civil conflict. In the Middle East, the fact that most countries in the

among Chinese, Koreans, and Japanese if enough of them overcame their area are Islamic did not prevent factious and fraternal struggles from undermin-

nationalistic procliviies. ing a sense of order and communiry. It may well be, as the “Arab spring” of 2011

An interesting question in this connection was whether such modest be indicated, thar democratizarion is a key, if not the only, requirement for develop-

nings might be followed by similar efforts in other parts of Asia and the P ing some coherent and cohesive order, whether within nations or among them.

Historically and culturally, much of Southeast Asia and South Asia, not tome Certainly, the downfall of dictatorial regimes and the emergence of more open,

tion the Anripodes and the American continents, were closer to Europe tha democratic societies in several Islamic councries of the Middle East and North

Asia. As noted earlier, however, serious efforts were being made in Aust Africa suggested that whatever regional community emerges will ultimately have

Canada, and the Unired Srares to comprehend their national histories in th to hinge on the will of the people. This is not surprising in view of the fact that

text of the interactions and interconnections with other countries in the wid regional communities are by definition transnarional and that the search for

Pacific. Asian migrations to and populations in these countries, as well as the freedom and human rights is among the most crucial of transnational ideals.

. - - . El - - » . R
white majorities” prejudices against them, were now seen as having been an Latin America, in the meantime, appeared increasingly confident of its furure

. . 142 . . . .
gral part of their respective developments.”* All these countries, in SUCh greatness. Already in 2000, Brazil was emerging as a potential economic power,

spective, shared a past. The same would be true of the countries in East; So and all of South America cheered when, in 2009, the International Olympic

east, and South Asia, where the mingling of diverse populations had 5"3"511 Commirtee picked Rio de Janeiro as the site of the 2016 summer games. Sharing
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much of their culture, including the common language of Spanish (save for Bra
people in South America had always viewed their continent in regionai.'_. er
although they had not been free from nationalistic rivalries and even wars, W
the twenty-first century promised was the rise of the region in the glo
nomic and political picture. Whereas in 2000 the world’s production an
appeared to be dominated by Europe, North America, and East Asia, it Eoul
expected that by the 20205 Larin America would come to account fora sﬁb
tial portion of the world’s wealth and possibly share with other regions ¢
globe the task of building a transnational partnership.

The Obama Moment

No single individual better scemed to exemplify the transnational trends of
history, as well as the transnational hopes of humankind, at the beginnin
the twenty-first century than Barack Obama, the forty-fourth president of
United States. His personal background, education, ideas abour his countrt
about the world, and accomplishments (as well as failed attempts) while
all bespoke a conjunction of forces that were shaping the contemporary worl
Obaima’s background was as transnational as one could get. Like an increa
ing proportion of the world’s people, he was a child of a racially mixed marriag
a “hybrid” at a time when “hybridity” was clearly on the ascendance in a
connected globe in which people of diverse backgrounds not only encouﬁt_
one another but also began to blend, to amalgamate. Obama was onlyi'.
seven years old when he became president, a product of the post-1960s world.
father was a student from Kenya at the University of Hawaii. He met an'A
can student whose maternal forebears came from Ireland. They married, had
son (Barack), and then divorced. Barack’s father went back to Kenya, and Ba
moved with his mother to Indonesia, where he ateended high school, learn

the language. He rerurned to Hawaii a few years afterward, went to Puna
School, a multiracial academy in Honoluly, then entered Occidental Colk
California. After a year he transferred to Columbia University, then went to ¢
cago as a community organizer and married a graduate of Princeton Universt
Obama then decided to seek a law degree, went to Harvard, and became e
of its Law Review. Returning to Chicago, he taught law at the Universicy of Ch,
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cago Law School but decided to enter politics and was elected to the Iilinois state
senate. His racially mixed parents, schooling abroad, education at elive universi-
des, and service to the local community caughe in the throes of a globalizing
economy all contributed to making Obama a transnational person. That the
United States should produce such an individual was no accident, given the na-
rior’s transnational character. By the same token his emergence as a rising star in
national politics indicated where the source of the nation’s power and influence
lay. (It also needs to be mentioned that the opposition to Obama in the United
States made much of his allegedly “foreign” birth as a reason for questioning his
qualifications, indicating the still considerable mono-nationalistic, even racis,
resistance to transnationalism.)

Obama’s moment in national politics came in 2004, when he ran for a seat in
the US Senate and was elected. His keynote speech at the Democratic Party Con-
vention, held in Boston, catapulted him to fame, but it contained much more
than the line that became famous: “We are not a black nation or a white nation;
we are a United States of America.” In the rest of the speech, he referred to world
conditions, criricized the Republican administration for waging a reckless war in
Jraq and ignoring international opinion, and eloquently argued for a world order
of peace, justice, and equality. He was a passionate spokesman for justice in the
local community and in the nation, but he was not mono-national, He believed
that national and international aspirations and values were interchangeable as
well as interdependent. The cause of constructive transnationalism could not
have had a more powerful spokesman.

That would explain why the world waited breathlessly for the outcome of the
2008 presidential election in the United States. Viewed from elsewhere, the na-
tion appeared split into two, berween those remaining mono-national, believing
the United Scates should pursue its affairs unilaterally, and those who were cager
to maintain and strengthen ties with the rest of the world. Even while opinion
within the United States was divided berween supporters of Obama and support-
ers of his Republican opponent, Senator John McCain—who, incidentally, was
born ourside the United Staes, in the Panama Canal Zone—elsewhere Obama’s
popularity was entirely clear. When he visited Berlin in May and spoke at the
Victory Column, he had an enthusiastic audience of three hundred thousand.
Obama’s speech was unabashedly internationalist. He pictured himself as a cirizen
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was a transnational involvement in the celebration of a transnational nation and
of a transnational leader. The Obama moment was literally everyone’s moment
- worldwide.

This is not the place to record in detail or to evaluate Barack Obama’s presi-
~ dency, but there seems little doubt that he envisaged himself as a powerful
- spokesman for transnationalism because he himself was a transnational being.
. Alrhough as the nation’s leader he frequently spoke the language of national
- interests and domestic concerns, when given an opportunity he reiterated his
- commitment to a peaceful, interdependent, diverse world. The Obama ad-
~ ministration, for instance, stressed the importance of nonmilicary measures—
economic, social, cultural—that would build bridges to Iran, North Korea, and
even to some terrorists so that they might become more receptive to working
together across borders in pursuit of common interests. Specifically, the Obama
administration encouraged its citizens as well as those of other nations to orga-
nize aid missions so as to promote economic programs in Iraq, Afghanistan, and
elsewhere where high rares of unemployment remained, providing an opportu-

Residents of Kisurnu, Kenya, celebrate Barack Obama’s victory in the US presidential ¢l nity for terrorists to recruic additional members. Humanitarian and educational

November 2008, an example of a nation’s politics transcending its borders. (AFP/Gerty Im groups responded by expanding their activities in those countries. Reconstruction

of educational institutions was of particulatly critical importance, especially with

of the world, a potential leader of the whole of humanity, and spoke of the regard to the education of children and women. Humanitarian organizations

ture of humankind in a way no politician anywhere had done. He exempli stepped up their efforts to ensure the rights of women, ethnic minorities, and polici-

the cransnational spiric that accepted the simple truth that the Earch was to cal dissidents. These were extremely sensitive tasks, as authoritarian regimes were

shared by and preserved for all people, that world peace and prosperity w determined to control education and the press, but the Obama administration

within their reach if they cooperated in the pursuit of their shared objectives continued to insist on the right of everyone to all possible educational and eco-

World public opinion, which had appeared discouraged and disillusion nomic opportunities and for this reason to push vigorously for unrestricred ac-

the United States during the first years of the century, was virtually unite cess to the Internet throughout the world.

oy .
expressing joy at Obama’s election in November. From Britain to Germany, K It was because of the global community’s awareness that President Obama,

nya to India, Australia to Japan, there were spontaneous gatherings of p even as he adopred a military strategy and a conventional international approach to

expressing their elation, which was not only at Obama personally bue also cope with some issues, had something much more ambitious and transnational in

America that had dared to choose a person of his background to the highesto mind that the Nobel Peace Prize Committee in Norway decided to award him the

fice, in all likelihood the most important position in the world. He would Nobel Peace Prize in 2009. The award was more in recognition of his aspirations

world leader as well as the president of the United States, and almost overni than his achievements. But it was in line with the spirit of the Peace Prize that

international opinion of the nation reversed itself. People elsewhere once had been given to such other organizations as Amnesty International, Doctors

saw the United States as humanity’s hope, as a land of justice and freedom Th Wirhout Borders, and the American Friends Service Committee, all of which had
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been private associations of individuals devored o building transnationa| ountries as well as the United States to send military aircraft to help pro-

and to reaching out to all people, irrespective of national policies or st_fategl emocracy rebels was a conventional, international approach. Private organiza-
Nowhere did Obama’s transnational leadership manifest itself mon ions that became involved in supporting and helping the rebels were likely to be
than in his promotion of a joint strategy toward the problem of climé'f nore productive of results simply because they were transnational, not separate
Whereas his predecessor had been lukewarm, if not hostile, to the idea of - arional, efforts.
national agreement to control carbon dioxide and other chemicals so aé:t@--gq& The meaning of transnational involvement also became abundantly clear dur-
global warming, Obama was eager to take the initiative o prompr all nﬁn‘on‘ ng the series of crises that hit Japan in 2011: the earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear
cluding his own, to take vigorous steps in that direction. He personaﬂy at ower failures. The international community’s response was as quick as it was
the Copenhagen conference on climate change in December 2009 and xeensive. Individuals and organizations in more than one hundred countries
strumental in having the participants adopt a specific program for expressed their sympathy and sent their support to the victims of the natural di-
global warming, His subsequent policy on the climate issue tended to disap sasters, and various governments dispatched military personnel, doctors, and res-
' ue workers to the scenes of devastation. When the nuclear power plants failed
“and began their meledown, spreading nuclear radioactive materials into the air,
land, and waters (including the Pacific Ocean), not only the International Atomic

Energy Agency but also leaders of France, Germany, the United States, China,

those who thought he should have vigorously pushed what he described
agenda for whole humanity, not just for individual nations. There is lict]
though, that if the disastrous path toward further global warming v{rd
come to be checked, however partially, the achievement would be anothcr
plification of the transnational spirit of the age. outh Korea, and many other countries visited Japan to offer advice and to share
Perhaps the deepest meaning of Obama’s presidency was that it de nformation. Because all these countries made use of nuclear energy, the Japanese
strated the possibility that transnationalism could be promoted in a worle fiasco was seen as a eransnational crisis that could be coped with only through
consisting of nations. Indeed, major events that shook the world in theye ‘cross-border cooperation.
indicated chat the transnational framework was the only way in which to un © Ifnothingelse, the democracy movements in the Middle East and the nuclear
stand contemporary history. Throughout the year, citizens in North Afric meltdown in Japan demonstrated that there was really only one, interconnected
the Middle East engaged in movements to democratize their countries pol -world. All countries, people, religions, and cultures were interconnected. The
liial transnationalization of humankind was in clear evidence, a product of all the
forces that had moved history after the Second World War. Separate national

Jinterests remained, but they had to be placed in the context of transnational, hu-

institutions. Long suppressed by oligarchs and dictators, private individual
organizations sensed that they would have the suppore of the international c¢
munity if they demanded more rights and freedoms. Tyrannies fell in so
countries, such as Tunisia, Egypt, and Libya, but remained obdurate in ¢ man interests. It would be the task of all people, leaders as well as citizens, schol-
notably Syria, but chese developments were not viewed as separate nat ars as well as others, to idenrify with the direction of history, to combat the still
influential mono-nationalistic thinking, and to bequeath a precious gift to the
generations who would inherit the Earth and be entrusted with the task of the

world’s further transnationalization.

nomena but as part of a worldwide development. The “Arab spring,” as the
collectively called, was not entirely nation-specific. The world communicy; thr
the UN and other organizations, expressed their support. Some nations,
remained indifferent, at least on the surface. Countries such as Russia and
opposed any kind of intervention in the affairs of those countries in turmo
maintained tight control over what happened within their own borders
nation-by-nation response was anachronistic. Even the decision by some NA
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