Many academic texts contain references fo processes, Processes may be entirely natural,
man-made, or a mixture of both. A description of a process may form a complete text - this
text informs the reader and explains the stages in the process - or a writer may include a
description of a process as part of a longer text (e.g. an essay, article, or textbook chapter),
in order to illustrate a point or provide evidence for an argument. In these cases the writer
is likely to speculate on essential elements related to the process, such as classification or
problems and solutions, and will probably include some evaluation,

This module covers:
» Analysing written descriptions of processes
e Writing a paragraph describing a process

1 Decide whether each processis N (a natural process), M (a man-made or artificial
process), or N/M (natural or man-made, or a mixture of both). Give reasons.

the eruption of a volcano

the destruction of a building by.an earthquake ...

an avalanche ___

the decline in fish stocks in the ocean ...

a piece of research such as the search for avaccine .

2 T SR

6 the development of muscle in a child's body .

o select at least two of the processes. Identify the different factors mvolved and suggest -
some of the stages in the process. o

1 Read the descriptions of processes in Texts 1-3. For each process, decide whether itis
a natural, man-made, or mixed process. Give reasons. '

ich’ cceterates the proc

o iconcrete as m the case of crtles anci roads. the outﬂow possrbrlitles are restncted As more water_ f_';'
< _continues to. ﬂow in, there is 1|m|ted opportunrty foritto flow out again. Followmg this, water volumes" :
-':-.f’reach unusually hrgh leve1s whereby rivers burstthetr banks and the land, mc!udmg ﬁelds and burldrng .' :

__-'_is ﬂooded Floods can. last for 3 few hours or. many days before the water IeVeIs go down_ When; the'
.': water does subsrde there is Ilkely 10 he a consrderable amount of mud and clebns Ieft behr =
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Making soy sauce

The traditional process for making soy sauce is still used for making sauce of high quality. In japan
it starts in April and continues for & whole year, making use of the changing temperatures in the
different seasons, There are several stages, and fermentation is carried out by many different moulds,
bacteria, and yeasts which successively predominate in the developing sauce as conditions change to-

suit them. In outline, the process is this. Defatted. steamed

soya heans and roasted, crushed wheat

are mashed together. The mixture is inoculated with tane-koji, a starter culture of the two necessary
Aspergifius moulds, and is allowed to ferment, then mixed with a strong salt solution and inoculated
with another starter cantaining several kinds of bacteria and yeasts fot 2 further fermentation which
1asts from B to 12 months. The reactions in this last period create a complex blend of substances
contributing to the final flavour. The chief elements are salt, amino acids, organic acids (lactic and
acetic), alcohols, SUgars. and numerous volatile aromatic substances including vanillin, the flavour
principle of vanilla. When fermentation is complete, the mixture is fiitered or racked to extract the
sauce; and this is commonly pasteurized to kill the remaining prganisms and arrest fermentation. One

ton e_ach of defatted soya beans, wheat and salt pro

|~

Soya beans

Yeast

duce 5,000 litres of soy sauce.

R
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Fermentation

source: Davidson, A. {1999). pp.740. The Oxford Companion to Food. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

2 Select the adjectives which best illustrate the purpose of Texts 1-3.

argumentative comparative
explanatory informative persuasive

descriptive evaluative

3 Identify the main perspectives in each text. Select one or tWo for each text.

administrative

environmental financial political social

biological chemical cultural ecological
sociological

4 Awritten description of a process may include some or all of stages a-{ below. Number
the stages in the correct logical order, and then identify the stages in Texts 1-3.

~a Contextualize
-Give a name to the process

Describe the various siages in the process

Include examples as necessary

T -V T -

Evaluate / conclude / speculate

Give a definition / explanation of the key term(s)

5 Identify the words / phrases in Texts 1-3 that you canuseina description of any

process.

Example: The term “urbanization’ refers to the move
urban areas or cities.

ment of people from rural areds o

GLOSSARY
defatted (adj) with the fat
rernoved

ferment (v) to change
chemically due to the action
of yeast [n fermenration)

inoculate {v) to inject

“mould (n) a fine green, grey,

‘of black substance like fur that
grows on old food

pasteurize (v} 10 heat and
cool rapidly in order to kilh
hacteria

INDEPENDENT
STUDY

When you read a text, it
is necessary to work out
the overall purpose (e.B.
1o describe a process, 10
present an argument, etc).
» When you next read
an academic text. time
how long it takes you
to establish what the
overall purpose of the
text is.
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