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Ethics

- a set of rules on how one should behave
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- good / bad?

- should / should not behave in any situation?

- situation, when there is necessary to decide — the ethics helps here

- indicates by which behavior we get the optimal result

Morality - an area of human behavior observable in terms of ethical values
(distinguishing between good and bad, etc.)

- ethics conceives the consequences of moral behavior g
An Issue — it depends solely on our decision whether

will behave according to what we have
intellectually defined as good!




The worlds of facts and values

- ethics deals with the world of values (should be)
X science deals with the world of facts (is)

The world of facts - descriptive
- the car is blue, | kicked the door, a, = 9.83 m/s?, etc.)



Can you suggest a NORMATIVE sentence by
using words "kick" and "door"? l.e. a
sentence talking about values.
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The worlds of facts and values

- ethics deals with the world of values (should be)
X science deals with the world of facts (is)

The world of facts - descriptive
- the car is blue, | kicked the door, a, = 9.83 m/s?, etc.)

The world of values - normative
- guestions such as "should I do it" or "how we must not behave"
- value - the concept of the desired; what we value

Who will tell us what "should be", what action "is right"?
- Authority (dogma) - eg Bible, King, parents ...
- Conventions - eg laws, traditions ...

But how to decide if there is no authority?

- The Golden Rule:

"Do not do to others what you do not want them to do to you"

- Categorical imperative (Immanuel Kant) —

"Act so that the pattern of your behavior may become a general law"
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Do we need an Ethics?

- it was not needed for a certain period

The tribal (traditional) society
- the question of values/truth was not addressed - everything was clear
- ethics as a search for answers to questions of correctness — unnecessary
- what the shaman said, that was right
— a completely different style of thinking than we know today
- why didn't they ask for the correctness?

The end of the tribal society
- contact with other societies - the end of the world of obvious values
- finding out that the world of values can be different

The rise of ethics - after emergence from the non- problematlc
world of myths (relations between societies) ~

The rise of environmental ethics - after emergence from the
non-problematic relations of people x nature
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Environmental ethics

Ethics - a set of rules of how we should behave in relation to one's neighbor
Env. ethics - a set of rules how we should behave towards the environment

Do we need environmental ethics? YES
- the human relationship to the environment is problematic
- ,2alienation” + 3 factors - we are numerous, powerful and demanding

Alienation from the nature (environment)
|. Hunting-gathering relationship
- hunter-gatherer does not manipulate with the environment

|l. Pastoral-agricultural relationship
- the farmer is no longer a passive recipient from nature, but stil dependent

lll. Craft-market relationship
- the insulating layer of the division of labor decrease the awareness of direct
dependence of our society on nature

V. Producers-consumers relationship
- the idea that meaning of life is to accumulate and consume more goods
- awareness of nature as the primary source of life is greatly suppressed



Stuff: Humans as hunters and mega-gatherers

» 30 March 2014 by Alison George
» Magazine issue 2962. Subscribe and save
)y For similar stories, visit the Human Evolution Topic Guide

How did we evolve from indigent apes with no possessions into hoarding Ed To se mi fibi '-42_”_}"9“ 5] 1&1)7
humans with more stuff than we can track? Our urge to accumulate has deep | O B B R

roots




Anthropocentric X non-anthropocentric env. ethics

Anthropocentric types of env. ethics

|. Selfish predatory attitude

- the center of evaluation is man, his needs, interests

- every value arises only on the basis of human interest

- only instrumental value of nature

- justifies nature protection by its usefulness to humans
- why to protect the air? animal welfare? forests?
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Anthropocentric types of env. ethics

|. Selfish predatory attitude

- the center of evaluation is man, his needs, interests

- every value arises only on the basis of human interest

- only instrumental value of nature

- justifies nature protection by its usefulness to humans
- why to protect the air? animal welfare? forests?

ll. The attitude of a noble humanity
- nature is cruel, it does not know remorse, hope, good or evil
- only man brings value, altruism, freedom = purely human

gualities into nature
- the ability to act in the interests of others and in the interests
of all mankind in the long run = truly human
- egoism, selfishness, lordship - loss of purely human traits
- why to protect nature? animal welfare? forests?
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Why to protect the air? Animal welfare?

Forests?
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- nature and living organisms have its own (inner) value

- In the history - a unique figures of Christian mystics + romanticism

- for romantics, however, nature only a reflection of their inner feelings + the
influence of non-European cultures (Buddhism)

- emotionality and an intuitive approach to the world play an important role

Selected versions of env. ethics:

1) Biocentric ethics - A. Schweitzer

Il) The extended rights concept - R. Nash, P. Singer
[Il) Land ethics - A. Leopold

I\VV) Deep ecology - A. Naess

These theories differ in their imperative assumption:

- Schweitzer: "We must respect and protect every life"
- Nash, Singer: "We must respect the natural rights of animals and nature!"
- Leopold: "We must protect the whole ecosystem"

- Naess: "We must learn to live with all beings™




Biocentric ethics

.ﬁ.FF:iIEA
Reverence for life ethics |

Albert Schweltzer

1875 Alsace (Germany) -1965 Lambaréne

- philosopher, theologian,

- physician and famous artist (organist)

- 1913 founded a hospital in Lambarené (Gabon)
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Reverence for life ethics

Descartes X Schweitzer
, I think therefore | am* X , lam alife that wants to live in the
middle of a life that wants to live*

There is a basic thesis of the Reverence for life ethics:

"Ethics is nothing other than Reverence for Life.
Reverence for Life affords me my fundamental
principle of morality, namely, that good consists

THE WORLD VIEW
or REVERENCE

In maintaining, assisting and enhancing life; and FOR LIFE
to destroy, to harm or to hinder life is evil." AlE
Albert Schweitzer SCHWEITZER'S

PHILOSOPHY OF
CIVILISATION

i
Y
.,# d

PERCY MARK




: : : : : : "
Is it possible to live strictly in consistence

with the main thesis of the Reverence for
life ethics?
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- and what about food?

When | damage any life (living organism), it must be clear to me how far it is
necessary. "

"A countryman who has mown thousands of flowers in the meadow as fodder
for cows should be guarded so that he does not pluck a flower by the road
thoughtlessly (just for fun) on the way home.,




Reverence for life ethics

- and what about food?

When | damage any life (living organism), it must be clear to me how far it is
necessary. "

"A countryman who has mown thousands of flowers in the meadow as fodder
for cows should be guarded so that he does not pluck a flower by the road
thoughtlessly (just for fun) on the way home.,

"None of us should allow any pain for which there is no excuse. And no one
should be content with not wanting to interfere in things that don't concern
him. "




The ,extended rights* concept |

Roderick Nash , The rights of nature*
- the idea of extending rights to the whole living world

rights of white men
— rights of slaves
— rights of women
— rights of Afro-Americans
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The ,extended rights* concept |

Roderick Nash , The rights of nature*
- the idea of extending rights to the whole living world

The Rights of Nature

A HISTORY OF ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS

rights of white men
— rights of slaves
— rights of women
— rights of Afro-Americans Roderick Frazier Nash
.. — rights of animals
.. — rights of all living beings

TRERIGHTS'OF NATURE

P » o) 1:41/146


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXQuPsElKPo

The , extended rights* concept Il

Peter Singer ,,Animal Liberation® 1975

- the idea of equality of all living beings
morality of relationship to others
(humans and animals — all living things)

- It is not a matter of loving animals, it is a
moral principle
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Peter Singer ,,Animal Liberation® 1975

- the idea of equality of all living beings
morality of relationship to others
(humans and animals — all living things)

- It is not a matter of loving animals, it is a
principle

- lower intelligence cannot justify our ruthless — 2fahcE Mad haiC folnd
towards animals them al

- anything that may suffer wants to avoid
suffering and this desire deserves respect

— the ab|I|ty to suffer is a sufficient reason for respect of animals
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Home | Life | News

Animal welfare: See things from their perspective

» 23 September 2006 by Andy Coghlan
» Magazine issue 2570. Subscribe and save

Your dog falls ill, so you take him to the vet. After a quick consultation you
take him home, and soon he appears to be better But he is not. You and the
vet have failed to realise that he is still in severe pain, and the drugs the vet
has prescribed will turn him into a social outcast, a dog that may be shunned
or even attacked by others.

Such mistakes can happen, say animal behaviour specialists, because our
understanding of animal welfare is inadequate, and at times misquided. The
human tendency to anthropomorphise means we miss out on animals' real
feelings and needs, with the result that we often provide them with
inappropriate housing and medical care. This is leading to the health and well
being of millions of animals kept as pets, livestock or in zoos being adversely
affected.

Last week, researchers gathered at a conference held at the Royal Society in
London to hear the |atest evidence on how animals interpret the world. One
thing is clear: they do not see it the same way we do, and only by accepting
that can we learn to care for them better. "The matter of central interest is the
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ADVERTISEMEMNT
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» Click here for all
further information Ty




Do invertebrates feel pain?

25 February 2014 by Tamar Stelling
Magazine issue 2957. Subscribe and save

Read full article Continue readingpage [1]2 |3 _1'?ti3't 25 3+ 90 This week's issue
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Pain tests for invertebrates Latest news Clieﬂt

Boiled alive and tom limb from limb — it's time we took seriously the question NewScientist
of whether animals like squid, octopus and lobsters suffer —

A SCIENTIST and a seafood chef walk into a bar. "We have a mutual
interest,” says the scientist. "l study crustaceans and you cook them.” But
the chef wanted to know just one thing. Do they feel pain?

Robert Elwood had been working with crabs and prawns for the best part of
three decades when he bumped into TV chef Rick Stein in a local pub on the
coast of Morthern Ireland. et he was stumped. "It was the first time | ever
considered the guestion,” he says.

Although some people are horrified by the idea of cooking lobsters alive, or
the practice of tearing claws from live crabs before tossing them back into the
sea, such views are based on a hunch. We know next to nothing about
whether or not these animals — or invertebrates in general — actually suffer In
Elwood's experience, researchers are either certain they feel pain or certain
they don't. "Very few people say we need to know," he says.

Do invertebrates feel pain?

An octopus is poked with increasing force on its mantle



http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg22129570.600-do-invertebrates-feel-pain.html?page=1#.Uz5anFcoNI0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YtN5e0t0vTQ#t=74

ﬂk N Ews Can lobsters and octopuses feel pain? Scientists say yes, and the U.K. is listening SHARE & SAVE — f ¥ & see

SCIENCE NEWS

Can lobsters and octopuses feel pain? Scientists
say yes, and the U.K. is listening

The British government is reforming its animal welfare laws after Brexit, including a bill that would formally
recognize some animals’ ability to experience feelings.



https://www.nbcnews.com/science/science-news/can-lobsters-octopuses-feel-pain-scientists-say-yes-uk-listening-rcna6378

The extended rights concept Il

Peter Singer ,,Animal Liberation® 1975

- the idea of equality of all living beings
morality of relationship to others
(humans and animals — all living things)

- It is not a matter of loving animals, it is a
principle _

- lower intelligence cannot justify our ruthless g ience may have
towards animals but it has Folnd n

- anything that may suffer wants to avoid
suffering and this desire deserves respect
— the ability to suffer is a sufficient reason for respect of animals

- any claim to superiority is problematic
— racism of race, nationality, sex or animal species is unjustifiable
- sources of cruelty: selfishness
structural source — rootedness in the cultural tradition
= experimental animals and meat production
- solution? - not to participate in evil by rejecting this social mechanisms
— vegetarianism and protests



right now [



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=307gysA18_E
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A Sand County

Land Ethics
Aldo Leopold , A Sand County Almanach *“

- extending ethics to the whole land (ecosystem),
not just to individuals '

"A certain thing is right when it aims to preserve the integrity, stability and
beauty of the biotic society. If it's headed elsewhere, it's bad. "

- the meaning of the land (ecosystem) is to provide living conditions of
iIndividuals who are the only ones who can rejoice in life

- according to the Land ethics, occasional forest fires for the restoration of
coniferous forests despite the suffering of game (whole x individuals)

- Leopold saw a land as a system of life - the highest good is the
smooth functioning of energy exchange throughout life - ecosystem

-recognition that death necessarily belongs to life
- this is not about immortal life, but a good life !!!




Deep ecology

Arne Naess , Ecology, community and lifestyle”

- Inspired by the legacy of Baruch Spinoza and Mahatma Gandhi
- inthe 70's - a huge influence on the modern environmental movement

- "The deep ecology movement is characterized by
an effort to clarify and respect what is in depth



Deep ecoloqy

Arne Naess , Ecology, community and lifestyle”

- Inspired by the legacy of Baruch Spinoza and Mahatma Gandhi SN~
- in the 70's - a huge influence on the modern environmental movement “=*A¥==E

- "The deep ecology movement is characterized by
an effort to clarify and respect what is in depth

Starting points of the Deep ecology:

- environmental crisis exists because we wrongly

understand the world - only by senses and intelligence

— The world seen in this way places the ego in

the center in the of the word

— the environmental crisis is only a manifestation of a deeper crisis of
Impoverishment of our selves, which must be replaced by the Self with
the capital S.




Deep ecoloqy

Shallow vs. Deep Ecology

SHALLOW

Conservation
Short-term measures
Ego

Cost-benefit analysis
Only humans benefit

DEEP

*Preservation
*Restoration
«Cohabitation

L ong-term measures
«Self

«Difficult questions
*Symbiosis/coexistence

«“Leaky margins” (Peter
Russell)






https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wf3cXTAqS2M&t=261s

Environmental ethics - overview

Animate +

inanimate things +

SUPraoTganismic

All liFiTJg
things

Higher animals

Human beings

Anthropoecentrism

State of being hurnan,
personhood

Ability to suffer

State of being alive

Existence



"»
How much biodiversity will remainina

century from now?
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Figure 2. How MucH BiopiversiTy WiLL REMAIN A CENTURY FROM Now UNDER DIFFERENT VALUE FRAMEWORKS?

The outer circle in the Figure represents the present level of global biodiversity. Each inner circle represents the level of biodiversity under
different value frameworks. Question marks indicate the uncertainties over where the boundaries exist, and therefore the appropriate size of each

circle under differant value framewarks.

With consideration of non-utilitarian values:

Additional amount of biodiversity that should be conserved for
nan-utilitarian values such as intrinsic values and the eguitable
distribution of biodiversity,

With consideration of resilience, thresholds,
and option values:

Additional amount of biodiversity that should be conserved for
utilitarian reascns because of its role in maintaining capacity fo
adapt to change, as precaution against threshalds, and for option

and exislence values.

With consideration of the bicdiversity role
In ecosystem services:
Additional amount of bicdiversity that should be conserved for

utilitarian reasons because of its role in providing and sustaining
ecosystem services.

Source: Millannium Ecosysiem Assessment

Business as usual:

What will remain under current trends and policies given trade-offs
with economic development, agriculture, etc.

Pleaze note that the clrcle slzes are
only conceptual and do net correspond
to any calculation or estimate.
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