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Holidays, state and individualism. The vacation in the GDR.

(Proposal)

The SED state tried to nationalize the organization of holidays — initially by its so called trade union —
in order to create recreation for the citizens as well as political control, discipline and education, since
holidays apparently played an essential part in legitimating the SED regime. The proposed paper
examines the role of the GDR in holidays. The “Feriendienst des Freien Deutschen
Gewerkschaftsbundes Deutschlands (FDGB-Feriendienst)” takes centre stage.

But the paper first of all would like to draw attention to the ambivalent relationship between state
effort and the intention of the vacationists. Both — the citizens and the state — interpreted tourism as
consumption. But the leaders of state and trade union pointed out, that holidays was an integral part of
socialist life, as the citizens wished to escape from the state and the ,,socialist life” at least during
holidays.

The state and the trade union had to take back their efforts in the long run. They withdrew from
holidays, became just tour operators and had to accept huge costs for the project to enable holidays for
almost all citizens, while the citizens imitated western ways of life in vacation.

In the end it seems somewhat tragicomically: The more the state paid, the less was its influence on
holidays.
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