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Kothari, U. (ed.) (2005) A Radical History of Development
Studies: Individuals, Institutions and Ideologies. Cape
Town: David Phillip; London and New Yorl: Zed
Books.

An interesting set of specially commissioned chapters that

consider the nature and development of development

studies,

Simomn, D. (ed.) (2005} Fifty Key Thinkers on Development,

London and New York: Routledge.
A useful source which brings together short essays on
those who are deemed to have had a noticeable impact on
studies of development.

Websites

www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
A useful site, which provided access to salient
documents like the Millennium Development
Goals Report 2007.

www.undp.org
Site of the United Nations Development Programme
{UNDP) giving direct access to the United Nations
Human Development Reports.

www.dfid.gov.uk
The website of the Department for International
Development (DFID) of the UK Government. Provides
details of, and access to, DFID publications.

www.eldis.org
Described as the gateway to development information,
providing access by subject area and country, plus
news, efc.

¥ Examine the argument that development should be
about reducing ‘unfreedoms' rather than promoting
economic development.

» Elaborate the view that measures of relative
development must include non-economic variables,

¥ Assess the current applicability of the assertion
that the ‘Third World' exists whatever we choose
1o calt it.

» To what extent is it helpful to think in terms of poor
countries rather than developing nations?

z J1e1deys

This chapter examines the development

d demise of colonialism and its impact

o developing countries, After considering
deﬁnitions of colonialism and imperialism, the

ith reference to case study material, three
phases of colonialism are then discussed;
mercantile colonialism, industrial colonialism
and late colonialism. This is followed by an
sxamination of the process of decolonisation
and a consideration of some of the most
gnificant legacies of colonialism. -

This chapter

Exammes dlfferent perceptsons of

: colonialism and imperialism; :

> Reviews the debate about post colonialism

“rand the effects of co!omsat:on on local

" people;

“Considers the key features of the three
‘phases of colonialism;. :

" Examines the increasing pressure ‘For
inciependsnce and the process of

decolonisation;

Assesses some of the beneficial and

detrimental aspects of colonialisrm;
Evaluates the concepts of a New
international Division of Labour and a New
international Economic Crder.

Introduction: colonialism and
imperialism

ssue of post-colonialism is critically reviewed.

The literature on colonialism is as plentiful, and at
times as opaque, as the literature on development.

nderstanding colonialism

There is an unfortunate tendency to equate colonialism
with the expansion of capitalism in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, implying that it primarily com-
prises an economic process (Key idea, Colonialism and
imperialism). Clearly, there is an essential, and at times
overwhelming, economic impetus to colonialism, but
to construct a framework of analysis based on such a
simple equation would be unhelpful. Colonialism is
essentially a political process, and the establishment
of colonies long pre-dates the genesis and subsequent
globalisation of European capitalism. Right through
this period, colonies were acquired for motives other
than the economic imperative for material resources,
labour or markets. As in Roman times, otherwise bar-
ren or unpromising territory was annexed for strategic
reasons: to protect the periphery of pre-existing colonies,
to control important military routes or simply to pre-
vent the expansion of rival Buropean powers. Although
some of these lands eventually proved to have some
economic value, the original motivation was often
quite different.

Much of the development literature conceptual-
ises the global expansion of capitalism as imperialism
rather than colonialism, although even here there is a
debate about when this process began. For some
neo-Marxists, imperialism begins with the division of
Africa at the Treaty of Berlin in 1885, reinforced by the
assertion that the term imperialism was first coined in
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the nineteenth century by Napoleon III. Most, how-
ever, believe that imperialism began in the late fiffeenth
and early sixteenth centuries with the rise to promin-
ence of the European nation state, although the com-
mercial underpinning to the feudal system had also
stimulated some colonialism before this period {Blaut,
1993).

At some point in the eighteenth or nineteenth
century, depending on whom you read, development
itself becomes an identifiable process in its own right,
underpinning and fusing with imperialism and the
expansion of capitalism (Dixon and Heffernan, 1991).
Throughout this period, colonies continued to be
founded for a variety of complex motives and in many
different forms. The particular nature of colonialism

Colonialism and imperialism-
Colonialism and imperialism are not intercha‘ngeable
ideas, although they overiap consrderabiy Anthony
- King (1976: 324), in.the |ndex of his:seminal text on
. colonial urbanisation; states srmply, see colonralrsm -
. under the entry for, rmpertallsm Consequently,
“his defrmtron of colonialrsm is: only’ partial:.'the -
: establrshment and mamtenance for an extended :
tlme of rule over are alien people that 1s separate
_'and subordrnate to the rulrng power The concept of
_one state establzshmg poErtrcal control over another %
_"rs a recurrmg theme in deﬂn;trons of colomalrsm for _
example 'the polrcy or practrce of acqurrrng politlcal :
‘control over anotheér courntry, occupying it with - o
"'setilers, and explortmg it economrcaliy (Concrse _'
Oxford Dictionaty, 1999: 282). - " o
‘Blauner (quéted in Wolpe 1975 231) is more
comprehensrve thai King in his approach, defining
“colonialism as, ‘the establishnient of domination of
a geographically extended political unit, most ‘often
inhiabited by people of & different race and culture,
- whete this domination is political and ecénomic and
- the colony exists subordinated to and dependent:
on the mother country’. However, once again the
specific mode of domination and exploitation is -
left unidentified and, as with so many analyses of -
coloniatism, the focus is on internal processes at the
expense of outward linkages.
A useful working definition of imperialism is, 'a
poticy of extending a country's power and influence

throu'gh colonization, use of military force, or other
 means! (Concise Oxford Dictionary, 1999: 711). But
" thera are some seriols rnconsrstencres in the varrous

‘sense - to describe the relatronsh;ps between

© (Bell; 1980: 49). These nead not be rncompatrbie

varied not only with the motives, but also with
contemporary political economies and cultures of
both the metropolitan power and colonised territory
(Box 2.1). Indeed, in recent years there has been a
tendency to define colonialism as much by the means
it employed as by the impetus behind it. Thus “colon-
ialism is often defined as a system of government
which seeks to defend an unequal system of com-
modity exchange’ (Corbridge, 1993a: 177), whereas
Said (1979, 1993) mainiains that colonialism existed in
order to impose the superiority of the European way
of life on that of the Oriental, a colonisation of minds
and bodies as much as of space and economies and
‘much harder to transcend or throw off” (Corbridge,
1993a: 178).

‘ises of the term 1mper|alism One of the most -

obviouis is that the term is employed in two d;strnct L
ways: 'a technical sense - to define the latest stage ;
in the evolutron of caprtalrsm —and a colloqura!

metropohtan countrles and underde\reloped countrles

although difficulties of reconciliation betweer the’

wo approaches have certainly Ied to contradrctrons

in thie chronology of |mperral|sm Marxrst (Leninist) _
analysts believe that this monopoiy stage of caprtalrsm'
only began’ aroiind the start of the twentieth’ century,
at least that is what Beli {1980} argues. Barratt Brown
{1974}, on the other hand has extenided consideration
of imperialism to roughly the Iast 400 years. ’

~ Barratt- Brown's chronology’ is preferabte, largely
because it permits a broader definition of imperialism-
to be used, referr;ng ‘tg ‘both farmal colonres and "
privifeged posstrons in markets, protected sources of
materials and extended opportumtles for profitable
employment of labour’ (Barratt-Brown, 1974: 22).
This permits us to examine the way in which the
expansion of imperialismm affected, and was affected
by, the parallel colonisation process in the Americas,
Asia and Africa from the early sixteenth century to

the decolonisation phases of the 1950s and 1960s.

efore the arrival of European traders from the
rxteenth century onwards, there were many
ubstantial and sophisticated communities thr’oughout
sre'Afrrca and Latin America. Although we must
ognrse the achievements of these societies,

il the distorted picture communicated by early
opean trader-colonists {Blaut, 1993), we must not
manticise ‘“traditional’ societies. Many such societies
ere: not repositories of simple communism and were

i abty rather unpleasant places for most of their- .
abitants, with a substantial slave trade in which.
-d:gen'ous chiefs willingty: partlc:pated Stavery. _' _
"wzdespread betore the contact with Europeans.
Hopkrns observes in West’ Afrlca “Staves | were:

hies malntamed oases and cut rock salt from the
ert
._clear paths they were drafted as front line troops,
nel they were common |n all types of agr;cultural

arze mtroduced from the Americas by European -

ze produces nearly twrce a5 many calories per

ass_a_\_r_e produces 150 per cent miore calories than
ze'and is less vuinerable to drought’ (liffe, 1995:

uropean pericd were (semi) subsrstent but

s did not preclude trade or the emergence ‘of large), -
qu states: At various times in pree- “colanial West
ca’ a series of emprres and kingdoms existed, for -
ample Ghana, Mali; Songhar in the savanfia-sahel,
g on,’ and Ashanti, Oyo and Benin in the forest. -~

'olitiCS, society and trade in pre-colonial sub-Saharan Africa

" Gao (Mali), and Kano (Nigeria), all dating from the

L -became an lmportant relrgrous and: educatronal
mployed as domestic servants they acted as carrrers :
-whrle Kano now in-northern Nigeria, had some
they laboured to build towns construct roads: o
- (Brnns 1994a)

" levels. At the local level was a patriarchal agrarian :
" on'a mare or less equrtable basis and m whrch the o
redrstrlbutron of surplus’ took place on a sacial rather'_ 3

" '_ than a market basis. Reciprocity and obfrgatlon.

lers: Accordrng ‘to Hiffe, *In rnorst savanna fegians ' brought status. At the elite lével, status was inherited-

re. as miflet and 50 ger cent miore than sorghum'. 3
Trade in valuable |tems such as gold or salt was.
rganisationally, most Societies in the immediate -

- or'to control people. Before the arrival of European
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region. Much of the power and weaith of these

states was based on a flourishing north—south trade

in commaodities such as gold, ivory and kola nuts

from the forest region, salt from the Sahara, and
manufactured goods from Europe and nerth Africa.
Busy trade routes developed across the Sahara, linking
the north African coast and Europe with sub-Saharan
Africa. Certain West African towns grew rapidly as

a result of this profitable commerce, most notably: .
Djenné (now in Mali}, founded in the ninth century,-.

late tenth century, and Zarid (Nrgerra) and Timbuctu ..
{Mali) fourided in the eleventh century Tlmbuctu

centre with the f|rst unrversrty in West Afrrca
75,000 inhabitants by the srxteenth century
Essentral]y, these socretres were structured on two'_i'

community, where land was allocated and used: -

or was enhanced by wealth accumUIated 'by raids;
confiscation or conquest outsrde ‘the community.

domrnated by a smafl group of elrte_s._ Pre-European,_ o
pre-capitalist societies ware therefore ravaged by =
coristant wars, fought on behalf of the efites in order
to controt the production or trade of valuable items .

caDita_fisﬁ"; life Was not comfortable for most Africans. -
Unforfunately, it did reot'c'hange for the better with -
the arrival of the market economy and the ensuing '
revaluation of commodities.

Rerceptions of the
non-European world

This myriad of possibilities does not mean to say that
some ¢commeon ground cannot be discerned or that
broad phases of colonial development cannot be
identified. Indeed, in order to make some sense of the

colonial discourse, we need a framework within which
we can address it, identify its principal processes and
set out the legacies that persist within current society,
in both developed and developing countries. Preston
(1996: 140) has identified several dimensions to what
he terms ‘the process of absorption and reconstruction
of other peoples’ (Figure 2.1}. However, he does not
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Process of global expansion

!

Process of absorption and
reconstruction of other peoples

Establishment of Construction of Elaboration of

rmaterial base of machineries of legitimating

global system L control and order ideclogies
Industry i Colonial state From exotic
Trade Colontat city to ideat to savage
Finance Coloniat saciety to underdeveloped

Process of decolonisation

Process of reconstruction of
patterns of life of newly
indepandent peoples

Pursuit of development

The continuing demands of an
interdependent glabal system,
and the continuing preseniation
of sets of ideas in respect of
cores and peripheries

Figure 2.1 Principal processes of colonialism
Source: Adapted from Preston {1996)

elaborate on the links between paralle]l processes and
suggests a rather simplistic sequence of ways in which
Europeans represented the non-European world: first
as exotic cultural equals, then as representatives of
innocence and noble savagery during the Age of
Enlightenment, subsequently as the uncivilised savages
of the nineteenth century who had to be controlled,
then improved and eventually guided to independence.
Although this sequence is not untrue, it suggests a set
of ideologies that were uniform over space and through
time. The reality was, of course, very different, particu-
larly over the long period {rom the early sixteenth to
the early nineteenth century. The Enlightenment, as we
noted in Chapter 1, is a period in which the concept of

development and the role of the ‘enlightened’ within
this was crystallised. The romantic notion of the noble
savage was applied rather sparingly during this period
and was very much influenced by the nature of the
non-European society encountered. Even Cook on the
same journey around the Pacific could both admire
the Polynesians and despise Australian Aborigines
according to a particular set of British values,

‘Waves' of colonialism

The chronological sequence suggested by Preston,
despite its oversimplicity, presents an approach that
has been used by many other analysts of colonialism,

pecially by world system advocates such as
allerstein {1979). Taylor (1985), in particular, has set
ut very clearly a sequence of waves or phases in which
perialism and colonialism combine to produce a
es of long and short waves or cycles of develop-
. The long waves coincide with major economic
stems: feudalism, mercantilism and industrial capit-
ism. The shorter waves, often termed Kondratieff
aves after their founder, are said to fit into the long
ves in roughly 50-year cycles. All the waves are char-
cterised by phases of growth and stagnation; during
¢ stagnation phases economic restructuring occurs in
rder to re-establish economic strength. Such restruc-
iring can involve one or more of a variety of actions,
m the development of new technologies, through
ia] change to new sources of raw materials or cheap
our, It is afleged that the acquisition of colonies
yrmed part of this restructuring process by giving
-cess to materials, food and labour. The long waves of
ercantilism and industrial colonialism can be seen,
efore, to coincide with the rise and fall of major
cles of colonialism (Figure 2.2).

A= oxpansion
Bstaghation

1500, 1550 1600 - 1650 "1/00 1750

1
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Despite its rigidity, the chronologicél sequences
of world system theory do present a useful framework
from which to examine phases of colonial-imperial
development and within which the legitimating
ideologies, material base and machineries of control
and order may be examined. However, as many
writers have noted (Kabbani, 1986; Said, 1993), the
narratives from which we draw our material to inter-
pret or read colonialism are themselves subject to
deeply embedded prejudices that have found expres-
sion in both development thinking and develop-
ment practice, albeit varying through time (Key idea,
Post-colonialism). In similar fashion, we need to
be cognisant of the fact that the power exercised
within colonialism is not homogeneous; it is often
diffuse, fragmented, local and, above all, highly
personalised.

In this account, colonialism is used to refer to the
period from the beginning of the sixteenth century
onwards in which economic and political motiva-
tions fused together to give spatial expression to the
accelerating globalisation of capitalism, The phases of

800

850 1875 11900 192
AR R

BRI AL

. Kondratieff eyclés .\

Figure 2.2 Long and short waves of colonialism
Source: Adapted from Political Geography, Taylor, P., Pearsen Education Lid © 1985
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Post-colonialism

in the last two decades there has been much debate
across the humanities and social sciences about the
nature of colonialism and the perceptions of both the
colonisers and those who have been colonised. Much
of the debate has surrounded what are referred to

as ‘post-colonial' perspectives or ‘post-colonialism’,
which is concerned with the effects of the process of
colonisation on cultures and societies. These terms
are confusing, since in one sense they refer to the
post-colonial period, which was ‘after’ the period of -

in another sense, since the 1980s, they have heen- "
and cultural experience of societies that were former
post-colonialism, who adopt a broadly anti-colonial
are ‘unconsciously ethnocentric, rooted in European
cultures and reflective of a dominant Western
worldview' (McEwan, 2002: 127).

Post-coloniat studies atteriipt to dlssect the many-.
historical and geographlcal dsyerSIty of colomallsm
and the need to ground such crtthues in materlal
and spec&flc contexts (Blunt and Wllls 2000:.

170). importantly, post colomal studles attempt to.

who were margmallsed and oppressed

'Su baltern studles

Gayatrl Spl\rak an lndlan Iiterary Cl’l‘th and a key
figure in’post- colonlal studles, refers to such. -

among the llllterate peasantry, ‘the tnbals the Iowest
strata of the urbai subproletanat’ (Spl\rak 1993);

lower rankirig officers’in the British army, below the

colonial period, and accoutits of the: mioderr world,
are usuatly written by the powerful, invariably men,
and the voices of the ‘subalterns’ are rarely heard.
Spivak has played a key role in gathering together
a group of Indian histerians to form the ‘Subaltern

decolonisation ‘and the winning of independence, but -
more widely used to refer to the political, linguistic -
European colonies (Ashcroft et al;: 1998}. Writers-on .

standpoint, critique the popular discourses relating to :
the period of European coldnialisri, which they argue -

" attributes of the ¢dlonial experlence', ‘(revealmg) the _ :

appteciate the \newpomts and empathrse W|th those )

marginalised people as; subalterns ; ‘men and women"_'_ :

for example, lower’ caste 1nd|an women under Brltssh .

colonial rule: Subaltem Jsa mllltary Ferm relatlng 10 " formations which inélide notions that certain

rank of captain. Spivak argles ‘that histories of the =«

Studies collective’ who aim to write critical histories
of South Asia, ‘which followed the traditions neither
of imperialist histories of conquest, nor of nationatist
histories that charted a singular and linear development
of nationalist consciousness.

Subaltern histories have focused on the lives,
agency and resistance of those people whe had
been silenced and erased from both imperiatist and
nationalist accounts of the past™ (Blunt and Witls,
2000: 190). As Ranajit Guha, another member of
the Subaltern Studies collective comments, 'The
historiography of Indian nationatism has far a long -
time been dominated by elitism = colonialist elitism

- -and: bourgeois-natianatist elitism-. . . sharing the

prejudice that the making of the ndian nation was
exclusively or predominantly an elite achievement'
(Guha, 1982: 1).

Edward Said: East and West

A particutarly important book, Orientalism by Edward

“- Said; first published in 1978, is ‘commonly regarded
Cas the Catalyst and reference pomt for postcolonialism’
(Gandhi, 1998: 64). Said’s book, which'examines how
U the West |magrned the East; has a strong cultural focus
"-and is concemed with understandings and |mages He
T shows how Western ideas about the world as a whole

- are stlll |nformed by ideas that were widespread -

o durmg the colonial period, and he considers how - _

wsual and textdal representatlons can shape knowledge

“about a place and condition: behaviour in relation to

that place Sald belleves that the West 'was able to:

" thanage the East as colornal “dependent territory. .
o because onentals were seen as being in rneed of .

Western gmdance and guardlanshlp As he says

s Ne;ther impenalism or coiomahsm is a srmple act

uf accumilation and acquisition. Both aie supported

. and perhaps even impelled by impressive ideological

“territories and peopie require and heseech
domination, as weil as forms of knowledge
affiliated with that domination.

(3aid, 1993: 8)

Said is concerned with the views of both the coloniser
and the colonised, and how dichotomies developed

3 Ambivalerice is reflected in thie way that col'onial. '
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a'r;'c_l were perpetuated, for example, if the East was
tic then the West was dynamic; if the East was
gi, the West was civilised; if the East was
despotic, the West was enlightened.

As Blunt and Wills suggest,

Rather than represent ihe colonized subject as simply
eithar complicit or opposed to the colonizar, Bhabha
suggests the coexistence of complicity and resistange.
The hegemonic authority of colonial power is made
uncertain and unstable bacause the ambivalent
relationships hetween colonizers and colonized
are complex and contradictory.

{Blunt and Wills, 2000; 187)

qu‘n! Bhabha: hybridity, mimicry
ancl ambivalence

An her writer, Homi Bhabha {1994), is concerned
_h the place of colonised people in these discourses.
work is complex, but i in essence he deals W|th
with: three Concepts hybrldtty, m|mrcry and

bvalence L :

: : F’ost colomai geographres

Durmg the 19903 much |nterest developed in so-_ .'
B Hybrldlty is concerned W|th the fact that Europeans_ calfed postrcolomal geograph|e5 As L|V|ng5tone ltas
who taok their cuiture with: them to the colomes '* suggested ‘Geography was the science of. |mper|allsm
had the1r belrefs “values and practlces atfected par exceilence Ibecause]’ exploratlon topographlc
by the culture of the |nd|genous peop!e they *and somat survey, cartographlc representatlon and
encountered and vice versa. The end product T reglonat |nventory . wera entlrely surted to the e
of the cultural encounter Bhabha suggests s : colomal prOJect’ (l.nrmgstone 1993 160 170) i
_nelther a flxed and pure European |dentrty, nor - a From |ts foundatron |h 1830 the Royal Geographlcal
pre- exrstmg Aslan Afncan or Latzn Amencan '_ Soclety played an |mportant role lI'l sheddmg Ilght
|dent|ty : : ~onthe: ‘dark contsnent’ by supportmg and reportmg
-'j on maJor exped|taons to Atrlc:a (Plate 2 2) As Blnns
s comments {th|s] fascmatmn with: d|stant and
dlfferent peoples and enwronments, together W|th
“d burnmg desire to° expand ‘the British Emplre R

: nked to hybrldrty is the practrce of mlmlcry,

where the Brrtlsh and the lndlans Afrrcarrs and
others; adopted aspects of each other s cuttnres o
For example the colonial encounter between the. .

Indians and the English led to influential Indians and develop world irade (offen under the guise of
- emulating the British upper classes with their _ eradicating slavery and spreading the gospel), were
European clothing, Christianity, private education - the driving forces behind many expeditions' (Binns,

- and sparts stich as cricket and polo, while Britong ©  1995a: 310X A strong justification for enhancing the
" acquired a desire to eat Indian food; to build position of geographical education in-schools in the.

- extravagant Indian-styte Fiomes, such as Brighton’s - late nineteenth century was to educate young people
. Royal Pavilion (Plate 2.1), and terms such as * about the Empire. As a leading geographer of the -

. bungalow and jodhpur became part of the Englrsh time, Halford Mackinder, wrote, ‘We should aim -
vocabulary. - - _ Dt at educating the citizens of the many parts of the
British Emipire to sympathize with one another and to
understand [mperial problems by teaching geography
visually; not only from the point of view of the
Homeland, but also of the Empire’ {Mackinder, -
1911-12: 86, quoted in Binns, 1995a). In 1906,
the journal The Geographical Teacher, aimed at
informing school teachers about new developments
at the same time a desire o be more like the in geography, contained a fascinating, yet somewhat

colonised and to have sex with them (Bhabha, arrogant and jingoistic, report on recent impressions .
1994), of northern Nigeria by Louis La Chard,

distaurse was grounded in an innate assumption
of European contrel and superiority, while at
the same time resting on somewhat insecure L
foundations and anxiety. In relation to individual
colonisers there was disgust about the savagery
and backwardness of those being colonised, while
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Plate 2.1 Bnghton R’oya! Pavmon s

Source: Cnrbrs!T ibor Bognar

Peihayis in no 'part' af'auf world-wide Empite has thai -
indefatigable énergy and. chiserful indifference to
tepressing circumsiances; su characteristic of the .-
Angle-Saxon race, heen beltgr displayad than in the
various colonies and protectarates which form our
West African possessions. In the very face of disease
and death the white pioneer has marched forward and
has built, almost in defiance of nature herself, a firm
and comparatively healthy basis for the censtrustion
of the western cornerstone of our Empire in the
Dark Continent.. :

(La Chard, 1906: 193 quuted in ans, 19953)

More recently there has beers a caIE for, ‘critical,
contextual histories of geography that examine the
culture of imperialism’ (Driver, 1992). Meanwhile,
there is also concern from geographers and others
that perspectives and writing about the colonial
experience have been strongly gendered, ‘embodiad

in é)_(éll]sivély masculine terms of virilit"y and bra{fery'

(Blunt and Wills, 2000: 196), with little attention

given to the voices of women. Those women who

did travel averseas ericountered what today might be

regarded as sexist and patronising advice in early

travel books about the importance of the appearance

ang behaviour of the traveller herself (Blunt,

1994}. As Driver suggests, ‘contemporary writings

on geography were infused with assumptions

about gender, as well as empire’ (Drlver,

1992: 28). '
Post-colonialism has undoubtedly been an

important and theught-provoking perspective

on the colonial experience, not least because

‘lt demonstrates how the production of Western

knowledge forms is inseparahle from the exercise

of Western power. It also attempts to ioosen the '

power of Western knowledge and reassert the value

of alternative experiences and ways of knowing'
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TENTS

FOR THE COLONIES.

Fitted with VERANDAH, BATHROOM, &c.

As used by most eminent Travellers, and supplied to H.M.
Government for East, West, Central, and South Aflrica, &c.

SPECIAL TENTS FOR EXPLORERS & MOUNTAINEERING

COMPLETE EQU‘IPMENT"-'
CAMP - FURNITURE WITH LATEST IMPROVEMENTS;

AIR AND WATERTIGHT TRUNKS. . .
'UNIFORMS AND CLOTH!NG OF ALL KINDS

Biate 2.2 Tents for the colonles
Sotirce: Allen (1979). _

(McEwan, 2002: 130). The works of Bhabha, Said has too strong a focus on culture at the ex'pense'
ind Spivak are not always easy to follow, and some of class, while others wouid even question the _
“would criticise their lack of clarity and their need appropriateness of the term ‘post-colonial’ when . '
““to explain their ideas with empirical evidence. the world continues to experience other forms of

i’ Meanwhile, Marxists would argue that post-colonialism  colonialism.

colonialism identified in Figure 2.3 were common to  and so scarcely worth controlling’. Tatin America and
most parts of the non-European world, but the chrono-  sub-Saharan Africa therefore experienced more infen-
logy, rationale and reactions involved varied enorm-  sive plundering activities than either Asia or North
ously. In Clapham’s (1985: 13) words, there were ‘the  America, but during very different historical periods
Americas, both rich and easy to control; Asia, rich but  (Figure 2.4), Indeed, most of both North and South
difficult to control; and Africa, for the most part poor  America passed through these phases into independence,
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LU Long waves .n'f'éli'a'ﬁgiiig'zé " Shortar:

. Colonial phases™

of ¢ hortor Lot U T e in'this
i400 forms of capitalism Kondratieff waves .. """ " Impact on the periphery: -~ chapter
' | Little impact autside Edrope .
 Feudalism S 3
1500 Iberian dominance. - | Latin American coloriialism . |
1600 - |

" Mercantile

1800

1900~ ol
| Industrial monopaly:

Usadorninant

African colonialism accelerates.

‘Decolonisation ir Asia and Africa |2
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and in the case of South America into neo-colonialism,
before the intensive phase of the colonial project
began in Asia or Africa, In most of sub-Saharan Africa,
formal colonies were a relatively short-lived political
process, lasting only around 80 years from the 1880s
to the 1960s, although exploitation was present before
and after this period. The phases identified here are
therefore indicative rather than definitive of the major
changes that occurred in the expansion of colonial
capital.

Phases of colonialism

Mercantile colonialism

The predominant features of this first phase of
colopialism were commerce and trade, although in
the earliest stages of contact in Latin America it was
plunder and conquest which motivated the conquist-
adors. Within North America and the Caribbean, trade
and commerce were underpinned by production
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America

North America _

within the plantation system using slave labour (see
Chapter 3).

In Africa, and more especially Asia, the initial con-
tact was structured much more around commodity
exchange. In this early period, the impact of mercantile
colonialism was determined by a varlety of factors,
including the type of European involvement, the
nature of the commodities sought by the Buropeans
and the strength, culture and organisation of the non-
European state.

~The plantation system and

slave labour

The plantation system and the massive demand for
slave labour had a very significant impact on economy
and society in Africa and the Americas from the late
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The plantation
system originated in the offshore islands of West Africa
during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. It was

Figure 2.4 Regional colonialism: a chronology of the rise and fall in the numbers of colonies
- Source: Adapted from Lowder (1986)

from the Canary Islands that the Spanish took the sys-
tem to the Caribbean, and from the Cape Verde Islands
and the island of San Thomé in the Gulf of Guinea that
the Portuguese introduced it into Brazil.

During the seventeenth century, intense competi-
tion between the Dutch, English and French in the
Caribbean region, and the growing European popular-
ity of sugar in Europe, led to 2 massive demand for
labour to worl the plantations, resulting in the develop-
ment of the slave trade between West Africa and the
Americas. A decree issued by Louis XIV of France in
1670 read, “There is nothing which contributes more
to the development of the colonies and the cultivation
of their soif than the laborious toil of the Negroes’.
Whereas before 1600, an estimated 900,000 slaves had
been taken from West Africa to the Americas, in the
seventeenth century this trade, initially led by the
Dutch, increased to 2.75 million, and in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries rose further to a massive 7 mil-
lion and 4 million, respectively (Oliver and Fage, 1966}.
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The most important sugar producers in the eigh-
teenth century were Jamaica, a British possession, and
St Domingo, which belonged to France. It was estim-
ated that by 1688, Jamaica alone needed an annual
input of 10,000 slaves. Many slaves did not survive
the crossing from West Africa. It has been estimated
that between 1630 and 1803 the average Dutch voyage
killed 14.8 per cent of the slaves, mainly from diseases
such as smallpox, dysentery and scurvy (Iiffe, 1995).

The organisation of the slave trade was entrusted by
the British to the Company of Royal Adventurers in
1663, which was replaced in 1672 by the Royal African
Company. The monopoly of the French slave trade
was at first assigned to the French West India Company
in 1664 and then transferred in 1673 to the Senegal
Company. Meanwhile, the Dutch West India Com-
pany had the monopoly of the Dutch slave trade from
1621. Crops such as coffee, cotton, indigo and tobacco
were grown on the plantations, but sugar was over-
whelmingly the most important export.

The cities of Liverpool and Nantes benefited
tremendously from their involvement in the shipment
of slaves from West Africa to the Americas, and the
movement of sugar and other commodities across the
Atlantic to Europe. By 1750, ships from Liverpool were
carrying over half the slaves transported in English
vessels and the Liverpool slavers had acquired a reputa-
tion for ruthless efficiency compared with their rivals
in cities such as Bristol (Hopkins, 1973). There is much
debate among historfans concerning the total number
of slaves transported from West Africa during the
entire period of the Atlantic slave trade, but a figure
somewhere between 8 million and 10.5 million seems
appropriate, thus representing one of the greatest
migrations of all time (Hopkins, 1973).

The intensification of trading links

The organisation of the non-European state varied
enormousty and European traders found themselves
in contact with societies whose ways of life were in
material, administrative and spiritual terms often far
superior to their own, China, for example, thought
little of the European goods brought in trade, and in
1793 Emperor Chen Lung condescendingly informed
George IIl's emissary Earl Macartney that,

our celesiial empire possesses all things in prolific
abundance and lacks no product within its borders.
There is therefore no need to import the manu-
factures of outside barbarians. ... Bui as tea, silk

and porcelain . . . are absolute necessities to European
nations, and yourselves, we have permitted ...
your wants {to] be supplied and your country {to]
participate in our beneficence.

For many years up to this date, European traders
were forced to exchange their goods for sitks and
porcelain only at intermediary ports in Southeast Asia,
such as Macao. Here the Europeans were regarded as
just one more commercial community and were allo-
cated their own quarter in the flourishing port along-
side the Arab, Javanese and Chinese traders (McGee,
1967).

Preston (1996) summarises this first phase of colo-
nialism as one in which non-Europeans were regarded
as cultural equals, but this occurred only where there
were trading goods to be competed for. Not all societies
were at their peak when Europeans first encountered
them, and the French were distinctly unimpressed
by the Angkorian empire of the Khmers, whose
‘hydraulic’ or irrigation-based society had peaked in
the twelfth century and whose extensive temple com-
plexes offered little of interest to the European market.
Although inherently precious commodities, such as
gold or silver, attracted early Europeans, other exotic
commodities such as silk, spices or sugar soon lured
many adventurers to particular parts of the world.
Initially, trade with these “distant others’ was a high-
risk enterprise into which vast sums were invested
and from which buge profits were realised. To varying
degrees, these trading adventurers were accompanied
by other kinds of Europeans, such as missionaries,
emissaries or even scientists, curious about the non-
European world.

The mercantile phase of colonialism in Asia and
Africa lasted for some considerable time without
extensive European settlement and with no uniform
sign of the dominant—subordinate relationship which
was to come later, In Africa,

For centuries Europeans knew the coastline of Africa
hut not the interior. Climate, tropical diseases, Islam
and resistant Africans deterred explovation, There
was also a tack of interest, partly because trade at
the coast was adequate and partly because there was
little spirit of curiosity.

(Griffiths, 1995: 30)

But this was to change in the late eighteenth century.
In the Americas, the situation was quite different,
with intensification of trade in the seventeenth and

eighteenth centuries accompanied by much more

" extensive settlement from Iberia, France and Britain.

Moreover, in North America and the Caribbean, the
colonisers were heavily involved in the production
process, something which did not occur in Asia and
Africa antil much later. However, as trade with these
two continents grew in both volume and value, so it
became more organised in its structure, usually within
the context of the trading company. In Asia, it was the
Dutch that began this trend in the seventeenth century,
and soon the other European nations had their own
Fast India companies too.

The acceleration in the scale and organisation of

~mercantile colonialism not only expanded profits, but
- also involved increased Furopean commitment to a

Pphysical presence in the trading region where com-
inodities were to be assembled, stored and protected

{Plate 2.3). In order to acquire both commaodities and

protection, Buropeans involved themselves increas-
ingly in local politics, making alliances and inciting
conflicts, all of which had enormous repercussions. In

" much of Africa the slave trade dramatically increased
the power of locally based traders and indigenous

chiefs often living well away from the coastal area,
intensifying conflicts because of the rewards that could
be achieved through the sale of prisoners into slavery.
Although at this time the Europeans had only a
relatively small physical presence in much of the
non-European world outside the Americas, this varied
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enormously, Re-victualling posts were, however, estab-
lished across the globe as part of a vital network for
supporting exploration and commerce. For example,
Luropean settlement in South Africa was initiated in
1652, when the powerful Dutch East India Company
ordered that a supply station for passing ships be
established by a group of Company employees in the
sheltered harbour of what is now Cape Town. In that
year, Jan van Riebeeck, the commander of the outpost,
organised the setting up of facilities for growing fresh
fruits and vegetables in the so-called ‘Company gar-
dens’, while relations were developed with the local
Khoikhoi people to supply cattle for meat in exchange
for European products (Lester et al., 2000; Plate 2.4).
But even with limited European settlement, change
had occurred on an extensive scale by the end of the
eighteenth century. The extended trading networks
had increasingly drawn many parts and peoples of
the non-FEuropean world into the capitalist system.
European goods, particularly weaponry, European
values and ideas, religious and secular, had penetrated
most regions. Even where direct impact was still rela-
tively Hmited, change occurred; for example, in Siam
where the present Chakri dynasty was established
in the mid eighteenth century through a series of
reformist, modernising monarchs who sought to resist
the Europeans by becoming more like them, For the
great mass of peasants in Asia or Africa, however, life
seemed to continue as it had for thousands of years,

g

Plate 2.2 Macao: remnants of Portuguese presence during the mercantile colonial period

(photo: David Smith}
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Plate 2.4 Cape Dutch style home in Graaff-Reinet, South Africa

{phcto: Tony Binns)

but their activities, whether subsistence or market
oriented, had over the long mercantile colonial period
been subtly linked to a fledgling world economy, the
core of which lay in Europe.

The transition to industrial
colonialism

The mercantile colonial period merged into the era
of industrial colonialism in a highly differentiated
transition period. In North America, the USA had
decolonised itself with the declaration of independence
in 1776 and was preparing to become an enthusiastic
and powerful metropolitan power in its own right.
In Latin America and the Caribbean, colonial produc-
tion and trade were beginning to be challenged from
within, if not by indigenous peoples. In Asia, the East
India companies were going bankrupt, as their shift into
commodity production, in order to ensure quantity
and quality of supplies, had escalated their costs of
administration and protection. In Europe itself, polit-
ical revolutions and continental-scale war consumed
state resources and attracted the individual adven-
turers who had underpinned much of the mercantile
colonialism. But, above all, Europe offered new and
lucrative profits for the reinvestment of accumulated
merchant capital in its accelerating industrial trans-
formation, Even so, the nineteenth century witnessed
the establishment of colonial concessions related to

trade and commerce, in parallel with the broader
changes wrought by state-structured colonialism.
Thus, the trading islands of Penang (1786), Singapore
(1819) and Hong Kong (1841) were acquired, respect-
ively, by Francis Light, Thomas Stamford Raffles
and Charles Flliot on behalf of the crown rather than
their companies, as were the treaty ports in China
{Guangzhou, Xiamen, Fuzhou, Ningbo and Shanghai)
following the Treaty of Nanking signed by Britain and
China in 1842.

But if mercantile colonialism had begun to fade, its
impact was already fuelling the Industrial Revolution
and the renewed burst of colonialism that began in the
nineteenth century. The fortunes that had been made
from plunder, from commodity trade and, particularly,
from the triangular trade between West Africa, the
Caribbean and Europe, were underpinning the acceler-
ating industrial age. As Blaut (1993} argues, the point
is not just that profits had been made, but that they
were in the hands of a new breed of entrepreneur rather
than the old elite. The mercantile colonial period not
only created new money, but it was accompanied by
a social and political revolution, the combination of
which gave Britain and other European powers a strong
platform from which to launch into a more spatiafly
extended and economically intensive form of colonial-
ism, In short, by the late eighteenth and carly nine-
teenth century, ‘capitalism arose as a world-scale process:
as a world system. Capitalism became concentrated

Furope because colonialism gave Furopeans the
sower both to develop their own society and to prevent
development from occurring elsewhere’ (Blaut, 1993:

206)-

3

Incdusitrial colonialism

Certain changes characterised the colonialism of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The first was
clated to the dynamics of capitalisny itsell. Although
ommerce and trade still made money for the mer-
hants of Liverpool, Bristol and London, the manu-
acturers themselves were eager to find methods of
xpanding production, or at least stabilising costs and
ktending their profits, Two obvious ways were to seek
expanded and/or cheaper sources of raw materials and
o find new markets overseas. A further development
was to expand the production of cheap food overseas,
thus lowering the costs of labour production in Europe
¥ keeping wages down. Although markets took a while
o develop, all of these and more were made available
in the restructured colonies of the nineteenth century.
These colonies were established and organised by the
tate rather than the company, although business and
he state worked together through their representatives
(f) transform production, consumption and cubtures,
he key to this process was territorial acquisition,

The scramble for Africa *
lthough coloniatism expanded rapidiy th'roughout the
‘nineteenth century, the speed of Aftica's partition was

f Africa was partitioned amohg’the European powers.

:the Eurcpean powars to Berlin in 1884 fo draw up
:'r'ules to regulate the partition of Africa. The General _'
Act of the Conference of Berlin w_ras' signed in February
:1885, which was concerned with ‘the development of
trade and civilization in Africa; the free navigation of
‘the Rivers Congo, Niger, etc; the suppression of the
“slave trade by sea and f{and; the occupation of territory
on the African coasts’ (Griffiths, 1995: 38). However,
" even befare the Berlin Conference, some of the

- continent had already passed under the contral of the

- African leaders. One of the key factors motivating
niew. The ‘scramble for Africa” usually refers to the - . “the conference was undoubtedly the speed of
O-year period between 1884 and 1914 when most ..
“discovered in 1868 just across the Cape Colony's

“The key event in this periad was when Bismarck called®:
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Before 1870, annexation and occupation tended to
follow resource exploitation, whereas after 1870 they
tended to precede it.

Although the needs of capitalism may have been the
driving force behind the industrial colonialism of the
nineteenth century, the rationale for the colonial
project itself was provided by a consolidation of the
ideology of justifiable intervention and occupation of
what had become either “uncivilised savages’ or tradi-
tional groups whose history was ignored and whose
societies and activities were seen as either static or
disintegrating (Box 2.2).

Science, reason and, above all, organisation for most
nineteenth-century thinkers eclevated Europeans to
their “superior’ position and placed them above the
brutality and poverty of the peoples in their occupied
lands. For Porter (1995) there were ‘master metaphors’
provided by physics (stability, equilibrium) and bio-
logy (constituent parts functioning for the whole)
that shaped the ideologies of both colonialism and
development, These gave rise to a modernist theme,
a universal process of change which is clear and pre-
determined (Porter, 1995). Sympathetic motives could
therefore be written into this process underpinned by a
parent—child metaphor (Manzo, 1995), often expressed
vividly by the image of the ‘mother country’ and her
fledgling colonies.

imperial powers, through various treaties with

developments in South Africa, where diamends were

northern horder in Griqualand Wast, and in the
following year rich reserves ware found in Kimberley.
Britain annexed the tribal territory to prevent costiy
warfare generated by settler land-grabbing and
security concerns on the Cape's borders. Then, in the
year of the Berlin Conference, 1884, vast quantities
of gold were discovered on the Witwatersrand, leading
to the rapid expansion of mining activities and the
mushreoming of the city of Johannesburg. European,
and particularly British, investment in South African
mining was massive, and between 1887 and 1898

b
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gold production increased in vatue from '£80,000 to
£16 million, representing one-quarter of the world
total (Lester ef al., 2000). .. o
We can summarise the' p'roéééées, both within - Y
Africa and oufside; which gave rise to the scramble -
for territory. Somé of these procosses were " - :
chronologically or spatiaily specific.

Exiernal processes

1. Between the first and second industrial revolutions

"and steel), E'ur'ope went through a deep recession.

. The last quarter of the nineteenth century saw
. the newly united countries of Italy and Germany

(i.e. the shift from ¢oal arid iron to oil, electricity * - " " seeking compensation for its defeat (1871)

As rates of profit fell, European firms began to
seek new material sources, new markets and new
investment opportunities on an extensive scale, ‘
partly to forestall other European rivals.

using colonialism to sidestep internal tensions.
As Africa was at the time the largest uncolonised
area, it became the focus of a national

scramble for, t_erfitory and prestige, with France
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Figure 2.5 The scramble for Africa

Francis Books UK,

Source: Adapted from The African Infieritance, Griffiths, |.L. Copyright (© 1995) Routledge. Reproduced by permission of Taylor &

ermany within Europe. In this process,

nments were supported by a popular

rialism created and sustained by a

pistic media boom in newspapers,

urnals and books.

These p'r'ocesses were facilitated by a technological
v_c_j ition, particularly in transport, where

: 'mships, railways and telegraphic links
-celerated both decision making and physicai
advances into Africa. New armaments, such as
achi'n'e-guns, facilitated this process by smaller

i smialler European forces., _ e
Once acquired, many colonies were also seen as,
healthy places for the surplus European population
thal techriological advances in medicine and
ygiene were beginning to produce. The Kenyan.
hlands, for example, had a pleasanit climate and
roved to be a'particularly attractive place for white
settlers (mainly British), accessing the area by the -
railway that was constructed from Momibasa on the .
coast, through Nairobi to Lake Victoria. The settlers
eventually took some 18 per cent of the colony’s .
Kast agricultural land. Further south in Southern
Rhiodesia (now. Zimbabwe), white settlers ‘seized”
one-sixth of its land duririg the1890s, mostly on
the central highveld and including almost the
entire Ndebele Kingdom, together with most of ~ * -
its cattle! (1liffe; 1995: 205). In North Africa, by -
11914, Europeans (mainly Frefich) owned 920,000
‘hectares of fand in Tunisia; and had:also settled in
large numbers in’ Algeria and Marocco. There was .
also considerable expatision of white settlement

2. Sub-imperialism occurred when European settlement
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in South Africa during the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.

Internal processes

1. The acceleration and intensification of Luropean
capitalism brought about a breakdown of existing
relationships between traders and African societies,
goading many of the African societies into reaction
and providing excuses for further European invasion.

became extensive and decision making was wrested
from the metropolitan centre by ambitious local
individuals or groups, forcing retrospective
recognition of highly personalised adventurism.
Cecil RHodés provided the most blatant example
of such actions, a visionary entrepreneur who
amassed great wealth from mining and business - -
. deals,; and dreamed of a 10,000-km railway from-
the Cape to Cairo to be buili, with imperial as welt
as commercial considerations, across territories
coloured red on the map (Griffiths, 1995) (see
-.Key thinker, Cecil Rhodes; Plate 2.5).

3. Some African groups facilitated and ‘accelerated
the colonial process by ‘inviting” Europeans to
‘collaborate’ against other graups. Often, however,
such invitations were manufactured. Taken
individually, no single reason explai'ns the sudden
scramble for Africa, but the conjuncture of many
factors in the 1870s and 1880s gave rise to a

"spiral of European ambition and nationalism that,
once siarted, proved difficult to stop.

The drive for profit and prestige

We should be careful not to overemphasise the power
of ideology and discourse within this process; colon-
i:#lism had at its heart the economic drive for profit.
Every Sir Alfred Milner had his Cecil Rhodes whisper-
ing or bellowing into his ear about the returns to
investment that will follow annexation and controf of
yet another piece of territory occupied by traditional
people not using it to its full potential. As the explorer
David Livingstone wrote to Sir Roderick Murchison,

President of the Royal Geographical Society, in 1855,
justifying the funding of future expeditions, “The
futire of the African continent will be of great import-
ance to England in the way of producing the raw mater-
ials of her manufactures as well as an extensive market
for the articles of her industry’ (quoted in Pachai, 1973:
30). 'To be sure, there was also prestige for the “mother
country’, annexation would be one in the eye for other
European rivals and would promote pastures new for
grazing missionaries of the true church; but the under-
lying impetus was usually greed.
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Cecil Rhodes (1853-1902)

Cecil Rhodes was born ihe son of a vicar in Bishop's
Stortford, Hertfordshire, England in 1853, He first
visited South Africa in 1870, where his older brother,
Herbert, had a cotton farm in Natal. In 1871 Rhodes
left the colony to go west to Kimberley where
diamonds had been discovered, He returned to study
at Oxford in 1873, but his studies were repeatedly
interrupted by frequent visits to South Africa. In 1880
he launched the De Beers Mining Company and by
1888 he had secured a monopoly of the Kimberley:
diamond produiction and had amassed an enormous’
personal fortune. in 1888 he tricked ‘Lobengula, king -
of the Ndebele of Matabeleland into an agreement by
which Rhodes secured lmportant mlnrng concessmns
in Matabeleland and Mashonalahd. He explmted _
these concessions through his British Sou_t_h:Afr[ca
Company, which was given a eh'ar"cer' by the British.
Government in 1889, and soon establlshed Complete
control of the territory.. : : :
From 1877 until his death in. 1902 Rhodes _
represented the constltuency of Barkly West in the
Cape House of Assembly ‘and was F’rrme Mlms’[er of
the Cape Colony from §890 untrl 1895 Rhodes has
heen accused of being raC|st and durlng hss tlme as -

literate perscns, thus reducmg the Afrn:an vote.
Rhodes p!ayed a key role in Brmsh rmper:al

to the expansron ‘of the Bnhsh Emptre and yearned for
a railway from the Cape to Cairo constrocted entlrely
on land beforiging to Britain.-In his will he said of the
British, ‘I contend that we are the finest race in the
world and that the mere of the world we inhabit .-
the better it is for the human race’, Through close -
collahoration with agents of the British Government

* in the Matobo Hills in present-day Zlm_babwe. He

Prime Minister he introdticed Iegrslatron to push black_' '
peaple from their tands and to restrlct the franchlse to- .

policiés in southern Afrlce He was deeply commltted ) -

‘Plate 2.5 Cecil Rhodes

in South Africa, his imperial ambitions and capital -
investment progressed simultaneously. By 1894, the
British South Africa Company controlled an area
of 1.1 million sq km between take Tanganyika in
the north and the Limpopo River on South Africa's
northern horder. The following year, the name of this
territory was changed from ‘Zambesia’ to ‘Rhodesia’,
which later became Northern and Southern Rhodesia
and after independence, respectlvely, Zambsa and
Zimbabwe..

Rhodes died in the Cape in 1902 and was buned

left ovér £6 million and at the time was one of the
richest men in the world. His will provided for the
establishment of the Rhodes Scholarships, 1o enable
students from terrltorles under British rule, formerly
under British rule or from Germany, to study at
Oxford University. More than 80 scholarshms are now
awarded annually to both men and women from the
former British colonies, the USA and Germany.

(photo: Alamy Images/Popperfoto)

Strengthening controt over the
colonies

Whatever their nature, ideologies need to be translated
into action and for colonialism this was through
the elaboration and enablement of, first, its material
base, i.e. production, trade and finance; and, second,
the establishment of the administrative machinery of

control and order. There is no necessary sequence in
this process, annexation and the provision of admin-
istrative structures could follow economic interests, as
in the Transvaal (South Africa), or could precede them,
as in the French occupation of Indo-China. There
was, however, clearly an expanded role for the state
vis-3-vis the trading company in the administrative
system.

# contrast to the mercantile period, the main
adium of exploitation was not the trading conces-
ons, although they continued to be squeezed out of
rdependent’ states, but rather the acquisition of land
‘which to organise the mechanics of production.
@ colonial state then established the infrastructure
:(,f_jégal, transport, administrative and police systems
through which the pursuit of wealth and order could
"controlled. It is no coincidence that Sir Harry
hnston (Box 2.3) in his address to the Royal Geo-
aphical Society in 1895, following a tour of duty as
Simmissioner in British Central Africa {(now Malawi),
itributed the transformation of Mlanje District to the
ct that the natives ‘above all, are trained to respect
d to value settled and civilised government’ (Crush,

But if the colonial state was an administrative state,
as usually a productive state too, since it was re-
arded as right and proper for the metropolitan state,
etropolitan companies and metropolitan individuals
ysecure a profitable return on their investment.
Ensuring such a return from colonising Africa was for
¢ a daunting challenge. As Lord Lugard, Governor-
eneral of Nigeria admitted,

Neither the Foreign Office nor the Colonial Office
“had any experience of Central African conditions
Yand administration, when, at the close of the nine-
- teenth century, the summons for effeciive occupa-
- tion compelled this country to administer the
“hinterlands of the West African colonies, and to
:' assuime conirol of vast areas on the Nile, the Niger,
" the Zawbezi, and the great lakes in the heart of
- Africa.

{Lugard, 1965: 607)

he production of export
‘ommaodities

"The spatial expression of economic exploitation was
‘experienced for the most part in the rural areas in
-which the export commodities were produced. This
aried substantially according to the nature of the
commodity, local customs and the metropolitan power
‘involved. In some areas agricultural restructuring
“occurred through the creation of large-scale planta-
tions, whereas in others local producers were encour-
aged to amalgamate their holdings. Both processes
resulted in widespread landlessness, creating labour
~ pools for the new commercial holdings. Lonsdale and
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Berman (1979) report how the Kenyan landscape was
transformed by the colonisers:

In the 1880s the inland azeas of Kenya comprised
a web of subsistence economies which exploited
complemeniary ecological niches suited either to
predominantly pastoral or predominantly agricul-
tural forms of production. Between cattlemen
and cultivators there was a symbiotic exchange
of commedities and intermiitent adjustment of
populations . . . Three decades later the economic
and political structures of the region had been
subject to profound transformation, under the sway
of a state apparatus linking them to the capitalist
world economy. Massalland was now the core of
the White Highlands.

{Lonsdale and Berman, 1979; 434-5)

Others were shifted into agricultural or mining
industries by new taxes that often forced farmers to
migrate into wage labour to meet these demands, often
ruining prosperous and well-organised indigenous sys-
terns. In many parts of Africa, poll taxes and hut taxes
were introduced and, ‘tax evasion was brutally discour-
aged and could lead to harsh punishment and forced
Tabour’ (Binns, 1994a: 10). Where local labour proved
10 be ‘inadequate” for commercial agriculture, workers
were often imported from elsewhere in the country (as
in Vietnam, where the French shifted workers from
north to south), or from overseas (as in Malaya where
the British brought in workers from India). However,
labour also moved ‘voluntarily’, recruited through
family or kinship systems {e.g. from south China to the
Malayan tin mines).

The new agricultural systems often meant that, over
Targe areas, the range of crops produced was narrowed
to those commodities required by metropolitan indus-
tries, such as cocoa, coffee, cotton, groundnuts, palm
oil, rubber, sisal, sugar and tea. Colonies thus became
associated with the production of one or two items,
being forced to import whatever else was needed; ‘Eco-
nomically, colonialism programmed [African] coun-
tries to consume what they do not produce and to
produce what they do not consume’ (Binns, 1994a: 5).
Needless to say, metropolitan firms were in control
of both directions of trade. Although some of these
commodities were new introductions to the colonies,
such as rubber or coffee in various Southeast Asian
countries, more traditional crops continued to play an
important role, for example, coconuts and groundnuts.
Local food crops too became an important export crop.
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The discourse of colonialism which first justified and
then ratified colonial intervention is well expressed
by Jonathan Crush (1995b) ir his edited book
Power of Development, where he caricatures the
transformation of Mlanje District in British Central
Africa (now Malawi) through the eyes of Sir Harry
Johnston, its Commissioner (Crush, 1995a: 1-2).
Johnston's first description is of Mlanje in 1895
before colonialism extends its benign hand to that
unfortunate tand:

in the Mlanje District there was p?aﬁtiéa!!y' chass. . .
the few Eurcpean planters weré menaced in thelr lives
and praperty, and the only mission station had to be
ahandoned . . . throughout ail this country there was
ahSniuter 1o seeurity for tife and property for natives,
and not over-much for the Europeans . - . Everything
tad got to be commenced. o
This picture of scorned opportunities was blamed, .
on disinterested local tribes and evil-minded slave
traders and was contrasted by Sir Hatry Johnston.
with the scene after just three years of British rule
as a placid paradise where: . - o )

* THg natives who pass along are clothed in white ~ -
catics ... Arhell is ringing to ozl the children 1o the
mission school. A planter gallops past an horseback
.. long rows of native carriers pass in indian file,
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carying loads of European goods. You will see
a post office, a court of justiee, and possibly a
prison, the secupants of which, however, will he out
mending roads under the superintendence of spme
very busingsslike policeman of their own colowr . ..
The mast interesiing feature in the neighbourhood of
these seitiements at the present time is the coffes
plantation, which, 1o a greal exient, is the sause and
suppori of cur prosperity.

(Crush, 199%a: 1-2).

The influential celonial statesman Lord
Frederick Lugard had an interesting perspective on
the objectives of colonialism. He asserted that there
was a need to fulfil what he called a '‘Dual Mandate’
delivering mutuai benefits for coloniser and colonised.
In his book of the same title he argued:

Let it he admitied at the cutset that European brains,
‘capital and energy have not heen, and never will be,
gxpended in developing the resources of Africa from
metives of pure philanthropy; that Europe s in Africa
for the mutual benefit of her own indusirial classes,
and of the native races in their progress to a higher
piane; that e henefit can be made reciprocal, and
that it Is the aim and desire of civilized administration
to fulfil this dial mandate.

© . (Lugard, 1965: 617)

Siamese rice, for example, was exported to many other
Asian countries, largely through British firms, where it
helped lower the cost of labour reproduction, particu-
larly in the cities (Dixon, 1998).

Expanding markets

As a result of the drastic economic, social and demo-
graphic changes of industrial colonialism, the last
quarter of the nineteenth century also witnessed the
acceleration of market potential for Western manu-
factured products. Indeed, in Pacific Asia it was the
purchasing power of the Chinese and Japanese markets
that was as important as access to their products in
encouraging the Western powers in their almost frantic
attempts to gain trading concessions. In the colonies

themselves, the initial markets for Western goods were
confined to wealthy expatriate and indigenous elites. But
the quality and price of these goods and the demon-
stration effect of purchases by the wealthy soon resulted
in imported commodities dominating the expenditure
pattern of all social groups, even those in rural subsist-
ence, thus further destroying the indigenous artisan
economy and increasing dependency on the West.
Particularly poignant in these circumstances was the
re-export of cheap food to the growing markets among
the urban and rural poor. Their diet of flour, sugar
and tea often had colonial origins, but was processed
(and value-added) in Europe, thus facilitating a double
exploitation of the colonial poor: first, through their
labour in growing the crops, and then through their
subsequent purchase of it at exorbitant prices.

It would not be correct to assume that colonial cities
re simply points of control and administration.
Although few were centres of production, commercial
ctivity, ranging from the manufacture of small con-
tmer goods to the retailing of imported products, was
ery extensive. Much of this activity was in the hands of
on-Europeans. This is not the same as saying that they
vere the prerogative of local entrepreneurs, because
fmost all of the colonial powers in East Africa and in
-Pacific Asia, other than the Japanese, made a point of
encouraging or permitting immigrant groups, usuatly
hinese or Indian, to infiltrate and monopoelise local
ominerce. In this way, a convenient demographic,
cultural and economic buffer was placed between the
colonised and the colonialists. Discontent on the part
‘of indigenous populations with the cost of living was
therefore often directed against those who were imme-
diately available, rather than those who were ultimately
responsible.

Chapter 2 Understanding colonialism

The period from 1850 to 1920 saw a massive re-
structuring of urban systems (Drakakis-Smith, 1991).
Colonial production may have been based in the coun-
tryside, but colonial political and economic control
was firmly centred on the city. Usually just one or
two centres were selected for development, giving rise
to the urban primacy which still characterises many
developing countries today (see Chapters 3 and 9).
In some cases completely new cities were built, such
as Kaduna in Northern Nigeria, which served as the
colonial administrative capital of the region. Within
these cities, despite the numerical dominance of the
indigenous populations, most of the land space was
given over to European activities. Spacious residential
and working areas were paralleled by extensive military
cantonments, all physically separated from the usually
cramped, crowded indigenous city by railway lines,
parks or gardens. Little face-to-face contact took place
between the colonisers and the colonised, except within
a dominant-subordinate relationship. It was a situ-
ation that seemed as though it would go on for ever,
but the First World War intervened and widespread
changes ensued. Within a generation, the political
world order of 1914 was totally undermined and the
sun began to set rapidly over the colonial empires.

Late colonialism

A fundamental change occurred in the ethos of
colonialism after 1920. Put simply, the ‘heroic’ age
of creating empires gave way to a more prosaic phase
of imperial governance. The key to this change was
the concept of ‘rusteeship’, which had permeated the
formation of the League of Nations and which elevated
to a high priority the well-being and development of
colonial peoples. In practice, this did not necessarily
mean indigenous colonial peoples. Indeed, prevailing
anthropological theory conveniently explained that such
progress was impossible for ‘backward’ and ‘tradi-
tional’ societies which did not hold in proper esteem
social values such as democracy or the business ethic.
Not until after 1945 did metropolitan governments
seriously consider fairer representation for indigenous
interests, but this was too little, too late,

Styles of colonial rule varied (Box 2.4), but between
the wars colonial government was dominated by
bureaucrats, both in metropolitan capitals and over-
seas, striving on behalf of the colonies, with little
appreciation either of indigenous aspirations or of the
changing world economy in which they were situated.



