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Publisher's Preface

Upclated visuals. Added visuals atrd

the nerv 2 colour format nake this ecli

tion more accessible and visually lppeal
ing.The art progran h;rs been revisecl to
inch-rde images that help contextullize
key localcs and ilrportant material.
New pedagogical aicls.
. The text has been orgaruzed rnto 4

parts' rvirh inrroductíot-ts to help con'
textualize the materi:rl.

. Ncu .hrptcr rnd rcr reu ,lr-\tiorr\
ancl cross chapter references help stn-
dents to synthesize and engage rvirh
the rr-ratcrial.

. Net' appendices provide studenrs
with updated census data on rello-
poiitan areas rnd inforrnation on
le('šn( |rťnd\ in urblrl Ie.e.rr' ]l

. A glossary has been adcled to this edi-
tion to facilitate coruprehension of
key concepts and terrus prcsenrcd in
the text.

. A nerv study guide and test bank pro-
víded to students online rvil] enhance
the student'.s learning experience and

comprehension of the subject matter.
. Foundational chapters Írorlr the third

edition are provided as rcsourcc
nrateriai and rnaclc available ar rhc
rvebsite for Caludian ()itícs ilt.]ialsi-
liJ'i: ww\\.olrp, .rrr.rd r.. orr burrrrrrq-rs.

Oxford University Press is proud to introduce
the fourth editiorr of Canadian Citíes itt Transition:

Neu, Dírettíolts in tlrc Tbe ty-Fist Celnrry' editec1

by Trudi Bunting, Pierre Filion, and Ryan Walker.
Designed as a core text lor courses in urban geog-
raphy ancl urban planning with a Canadian focus,

this relevant and comprehensive surve,v of the
disciplines examines urbanization fronr botl.r nod
ern and rraditional perspectives. Students will glean

a rich understanding ofurban geographv and phn
ning in Canada, íionr the for-rnding principles to
the current trends shaping the discipline today By
introducing new rnaterial, this edition of Canadian

Cities ín Transitiott views recent and ongoing chan'
ges to our urban environment ls transform:rtional,
while still maintaining the strength of the previous
editions in providing alithoritative selections.

Highlights of the New Edition
. New voices. A n-rix of nerv rLncl estab-

lishecl autbors in the field of urban geog-
raphy and planning ensures the balance
oí autlroritative voices to i telpIet trends,

both past and present, that are shaping
Cln.rdran crtre' in thc rucrrry-l'rr.t cerrtury.

. Ncw topic corerage. Ch.rprerr covcrit,g
Aboriginal peoples living in urban areas,

environmcnt.rl , hrllcnge'. obe.rry .rn,l rhe

auto-dependent ciry and urban food sys-

tems offer students an even broader intro
duction to a wide range ofissues.



Preface: A Guide to the Text

This fourth edition oí Calra.y'ian Citics íltTidfisition:
Neu Ditertiotts ilt thcThntty'Fitst CetÚtiry is desiened
ťo serve a nurnber oťpurposes' It is an intIodtrction
for university students to the Canaclian urban phe
nomenon, presenting difl'erent facets of the city: its
historical evolution, econonric dynan-rrcs, envrron-
n-rental irupacts, depcndcncc on natural systenrs,

urban lifcsryles, cultural u-rakeup, social structure,
iníiastructures, go\relnance' plarrr-rir-ig' and appear.
ance.The volunre also is desigr-red to assist the next
generation of citizens, colrsulrers, experts, business
people, and politicians in their etTorts to solve tire

urban problems-traÍfi c congestiorr, cliÍ.Iěrent fornrs
of environnental danrage, crime, social segrega-
tion, governance-they are inheriting. Canadian
cities are not simply a collection of problcms ro

be solved, however, and this book helps to articn-
late the pron.rise oí urban Canada' where peopie
and public space are recentred for econonic,
environmental, and social reesons, and rvbere'qual
iry' instead of sirnply 'grorvth' becomes a unif ing
hallmark of urban policy. The book offers a state

of the art of the knowledge on tlle Canaclian ciry
The contributors review the recent literature and
research on ditlerent aspects ofthe ciry and provide
rheir cxperi opirrron on how ro rb. lrc {rur e\Jnl-
inatiou of contenrporary urban issues. Finally, rhe

volunre provides an updare on ulban Canada by
iclentifting the nrain characteristics of the contem
porarv Canadían urban phenonenon' its problerrrs,

achievements, and opportunities. In this reglarcl the

text will help citizens make sense of the vast flou.
of infornation on cities circulated b1' thc mcdia.
Because qualiry inforruation is a condition for
judicious decisions, knorvledge of the cirv is vital
to eÍ.Ii:ctive planning, private and public develop.
ment, and consunrer choice.

The text is situatecl at the conl]ucrrce of díí]
ferent disciplines r'vith an urban dirucnsion: ruainly

eeography ancl planning, bur also cconotrics, pol
itical science, sociology, ccoiogy, and history. It
focuses on diÍIercnt ur.barr thenres and drelvs on ir]]

the disciplines relev:rnt to their exploration. It also

coDsiders cities belonginu to all size categories as

rvell as to different Canadian regions. Contributors
rvho represent all parts ofthe countrv arc able to
higl-rlieht cross countr'v cliÍIerences as rvcll as sitrri-
larities 1-r_l' drawing on examples frorn their orvn
regions.

It rnust be strcssed that this volun-re is very dif
fc.rerrt |ron.r ear]iel versions oť Canadian Citics itt

l7arrlflori because it her':Llds the ner,v urban entiry
of rhe trventv-first centurv lnd explores aspects
of cities not considered in previor,rs eciitions. T]ris
íourtl-r edition acknowledges that \\'e alc con-
fronting a nerv kincl of ur-ban Canada afrer hav-
ing been on the brilik ofa rnajor transforn-iatiorr

for many years. The picturc lve have prit together
here is one ofa diÍTercrrr ciry fronr that depictecl in
earlier ediriorrs' While all tlrree prevíous editions
of this text have bccn concerned lvith change and
transition, this editior.r rnight be said to be about
transforrnative change. The text also ditTcrs frorn
earlier editions because it adds to thc dimcnsions
of cities consiclerecl in prior vcrsions. Space does
not allolv us to repeat lessorls learned about funda-
mental structural paramctcls of the city thxt were
discr-rssed in earlicr vcrsions of this book and tl-rat

renain rclevant toda1.. To tl-ris encl many of the
chapters of tl.re third edition h:rve been piacecl on
the Internet at rvrvr,v. or.rp can acla. conr,/bunting4e.
These chapters cleal u'ith essentixl aspects of Can-
adian cities that.rre not coverecl in the fburth edi-
tion because of its attempt to broaden the scope of



PreÍace'. A Guide to the rext1f@
ulbJn toPics ;l])d ť() fiigh]i!.ňr l).'w ar.eas of !]rbirrr
inquiry broughr ro Iiehr bv the posrrlocleln ciry.

The 2-5 cheprers of rhis ediriorr ar-e or-qanizccl
into fbtrr parts' The |hrcc chaPter-s iI] Pilt'ť 1. wliť
ten by Trucli Buntinq ;rnd Pierre Filion, serve an
introductorv role bv settirig the context íoI the
inquiries that occupy the follorving chapters. In
Ohapter 1, they lav out seven universal properties
conrnlorl to all cities.Thesc propertics explain the
existcnce of thc urban phenonlcnorr as r,vell as its
different rrlarriiéstations over tirrle. The next chap-
tcr pr-ovides histor-ical background for the material
contained in the book- It clescribes diÍTerent epochs
of urban developrnent in Can:rr1a, froln the ori-
gins of resour'ce-orientecl colonial seltlenents to
the LlrbaD surge associated \\,itb iDdustr-ialization,
ancl ultimately to rlte prcsent post-illdustr ial per
iod. Cl-rapter 3 explorcs tlle trf,nsition and trans-
íbrtr-iatiott thetlte at tlre centrc of tbe book'The
chapter colrcentrates on two periods, dre l95Os
rnd the prescrrr. It reflccts on rhe condirions that
|osrerecl a dccp anc1 lastiltg ulbatr tfansfóIrrratioll
in the 1950s, and considers how rhe preserlr epocl.)
oíIels. context sirlli1arly sr-ritecl to ir raclical change
ofdirection.

The 10 chapters in Part 2,'The Structr-rr-
ing Pilalretcls of Ti,venty-First Centur.v (JrbaD-
ization', look .t the lulidalnental aspects of cities
rhat deternrine their tbrnr, dynaruics. :rnd evolu-
tion. This seconcl part also exarDines hotv cities
adapt to changinv societal and global conrexts. In
Chapter' .1, Petcr V Hall demonstrates how global
tre nds-econonric, den-ioer-aphic, politicll, and cul-
tul:rl-reverbcrate on Canadial cities. Hc ar.gues

l|],rl CJ.I'ldlJn ''iric. 'rt.c in. re..irrr.Iy llltcg|.|ťd
into global neťwor-ks. a soulce of prospcr.ity for
\oIlIL ''l,d ']rc|'n< lor or|'cr . í-h'tPrr r 5. 11 Wr|-
liam l{ees, is about the environmental impact of
citics. It pictr-rres thelll as xn irupoltant contribu,
tor to global cnvironnrental clan-rege. The chapter

'll.o rrP].,rc. rhc vrrJrrcr'rbiliq ol ( iIiť. lt, ťn\'i|.rI)
ruentai cleteriorarion lnd the neecl for thcnr to
cleploy long-rerm sustainability straregics. Witl.l

Chaprer 6, by lhra Virroclrai, the book begins an
exarnination of urban econontics, rvhich rvill be
the sLrlrj.'ct of e nurnlrer of srrbsequcnt chaptcrs.
Vinodrai Íbcuses orr lrorv cicies are aÍ1ěcrccl b'v
present and rccent econonlic trencls and how they
have reactcd to these trends. She acknorvledges the
shift away fior-n the industrial to the post industrial
cjty and the rising importance of jnnov:rtive and
knowledge sectors of the econouty, but sees this
rtenrl .r' lrrring borh po.rrrve.rnd n-g.rrivc irlpacr,
on ciries. Chapter 7 also focuses on the econonry
of cities- Here, Tont Hutton concenrrates on the
locational dynamics of enlplovnrent. He shor,vs
hor,v job location within cities is a consequence of
both broad econoruic rrends and the specificities of
nretropolitan legions' r,vlrich explairrs why difiěrent
urbrn arcas present djtTereDt enploynlent distribu-
tlon patterns. Chapter 8, by Ivan Townshend and
Ryan \)7alker, is :rbout social changes aÍTecting cit
ies: denography, Jife course, and lilesryles. Anrong
other rhings, rhe chapter highljghts the effccts of
ag1ng, the extension oí youtlr, and thc coexist-
cnce of nunretous liíestyles, as rvell as the inrpact
ofthese trencls on the built environment and coD]-
n1uniry d,vnanlics v'ithin our cities. ln Chapter 9,
Heicli Hoernig and ZhiXi (Cecilia) Zhuang locus
on rmmigration and the resulting social diversiry
They chart the geography oíinnrigration in Can
ada the urban areas that especially attr.lct inrni
grants and r.here intntigrants concentrate i1t these
clties. They also clescribe nelv urban phenon-rena
associated with inrmigration, such as the cmer
gencc oí.ethnoburbs', and end rvith two c:lse stud
res: one invo1vitrg eťhnic Ietailing, the other, phces
of worship. The object of Chapter 10 is social
polarization. R. Alan Walks identifies a range of
f:rctors accounting lor gror,ving inconre polariza-
tion anlong households over the last decacles. He
also paints the urban consequences ofpolarization,
that is, an ur-ban social €leoglaphy that is increas
ingly characterized by unevenness. In Clrapter 11,
Anthony Perl and Jeilrey Kenr,vor.thy provide r
r'vide lange of observations on the state of urban



transportation in Canadian cities. This particul:rr
chapter serves to illustrate the distinctive evoltrtíon
of transportation in Canadian cities as conpared
to other developed countries across the globe. The
chapter underscores the conditions that encourage
and impede public transit use, r,valking, and cycling
in urban Canada. Chapter 12, by Al.rmed Allahwala,

Julie-Anne Boudreau, and Roger Keil,looks at the

changes irr urban policies resultíng fror-r-r a slrift to
neo-liberalism. The chapter uses the analgana-
tíons of Toronto and Montreal to illustlate this
form of conten-rpolary ur-ban governance. The last

conttibution ofthk part of the book, Chapter 13

by Andrejs Skaburskis and Markus Moos, exam-
ines the econonics of urban land usc. The chap-
ter introduces tire structuring paran-reters of urban
land use and describes the origin and operation
of urban land markets as well as their outcotr-res.

Skaburskis and Moos end by introducing the
dimensions of rir.ning and strategv to help expiain
development decisions that challenge our conven
tional view's of u'hen, where, and horv intensively
land is capitalized.

Part 3 is about responses to contemporary
trends and issues affecting Canadian cities, as well
as specific aspects of their opeÍation' In Chapter
14, Sean Connelly and Mark Roseland revierv dif-
ferent approaches taken to abate the environnental
dar-r'nge caused by urban developrnent, discerning
between ecological modernization and sustain

able communíty developnrent. They also investi_
gate the eÍÍicacy of these approaclres throLrgh case

studies of initiatives in Surrey, BC, and Toronto.
Chapter 15, by Alison tsain, deals with ernerging
places in Canadat inner or central cities: gentrífied
neighbourhoods, high r-ise condoniniums, and the
like. lt relates the conditions that have led to tl.reir

developnrent and the irnpact these places have
on the social structure atrd íurrctioning of cities.
If Chapter 10 described polarization utitlin utban
areas, Chapter 16, by Betsy Donalcl ar.rd Heather
Hall, zeroes ín on polarization anol.q urban areas'

It describes the multiple challenges that declining
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urban areas face ar-rd policy rcsponscs that collld
nitigate the consequences of declinc. This issue is

increlsingly relevant grven the preselrr concentra-
tion of demognpl.ric and economic Eirowth 1n a

few large metropolitan areas ancl their surrounding
regions. Donald ancl Hall convey the opportunities
missed by urban decision-makers too narrowly
íocu.ed ott grolrth. rlthcr thln or qtr.'Iit.rtilc
development. Chapter 17, by Deborah Corven,
Ámy Siciliano, and Ncil Srrrith, deals rvitlr fear and
insecurity in the ciry lt denronstrates how fear is

constructed and leads to calls ftir securitv rneasures

that often resuh in infringements of freecloln. The
chapter shows borv behaviour and politics in the

ciry respond to |ear and insecur-it1'. In C]hapter- 1Í],

Jill Grant and Pierre Filion pr,rrsr,re the planning
trar-rsition theme introducecl in Chapter 3. Chapter
18 is about thc loud call rvithin the planning pro-
fession for a change in urban dcvclopnreut trends.

It describes and evaluates attelupts at intensi{'ing
the urban environment lvhile acknorviedging the

counter e{Íěct of rrrany nerv arironrobile-depend-
ent urban forms such as power ma1ls. Chapter 19

concentrates on the meaning oful'ban sp;rce.In this

chrprer. Nichol.r. lynclr rrrd David Lc1 pr.rriLlc lr
historical perspcctive on urban places in Canacla.

They also focus on the meaniugs of contemporary
places, rvhich echo thc increasingly globalized and

polarized nature of Canadian citics. Chapter 20, by
Ryan Walker and Tonr Carter, is devotcd to hous-
ing, the single largesť user ofspace in Canadian cit
ies, and its centrality ro neigbbourhood :rnd urbarr

ťransforn-ratiorr. After revierving charircteristics of
the Canadian housing system, they articr-rlate a ser-

iL,' of .ocral. cttvitottntcnt.r|. 'InL| š!'UlIuIlli.' 'IrgrI
rr.rents pertaining to the role for public policy ln<1

con-rnrurriťies in tlre trvenry-first-centurY lrotrsing
system.

Subsequent chapters in Part 3 are attuned to
pressing or newiy emergent problems. [n lesponse
to the irrpencling demographic shift that rvill
accompany the aging of the 'babv boonr' genera-
tion, Mark Rosenberg and DanaWilson explore in
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Chapter 21 how the aginr population affects Can_
adian ciries. Equally important, the :ruthor.s address
the place ofvouth in the tu'enty-firsc cenrury ciry
Adclressing both y'outh ancl aeing together, Rosen_
beI.g ar-rd Wilsor.r oi}ěr a tvpologv ňr Canaclian cit-
1es as younger! older, or hangir.rg'in the balance',
-.ing l5c '. the prIrtr.try.IruciLr,'ing p.{rJ|]]ťlel.
They provide examples of clilliculties that borl.r
younger and olcler resiclents eucounter in urban
environments and corrclude by otTering ideas ancl
exanlplcs lor creating ar 'a11' age-friendly city.
Chapter 22, by Evelyn Perers, explores the pres_
crrce of Aboriginal peopies rn Canaclian cities. It
docutr-rents their concenťIatiol] in certain cities arrd
the elrlefge1lce oť an urban crrltur.e atr-iong Can-
adian Áboliginal peoples a phenonrenor.r likely
to acce]elaťe in the furule given the rlitTerential rate
ofnatural increase anrong Filsr Natiorrs arrd Métis
poPulatiotrs in conrparisorr rviďr other. native-boIň
Cauadians and nervcomcrs. The chapter: also con_
siclers hou' ciries and urban scrvices can adapt to
thc presence of Aboriginal peoples. Chapters 23
and 2'1 deal rvith topics rlrat have been r.esearched

only in recenr years. In Ohapter: 23, Jason Gi11i_
land provides cvidence on the association betrveen
auromobiie-depenclent urban settings and levels of
obesiry ancl explores rvays oíprorr-roting acti\'e liv.
rng throueh urban forn and transporration policy.
Clillilaud is parricularly concerned witl.r the nega
tlve tlnpact that current urban design has on youth,
and considers the long-[ernr habits being accluirecl
by these íuttrre adulc urban citizens. Clrapter 24'
by Alison BIay-Pahner, looks at the nerv_lound
interest irr tlrc ueogr:Lphy of íood' as eviclerrcecl in
movemcnts such as'the 10O-n.rile dier,.This chap-
ter is about how food is procured and distributcd
rvithin (lanadian cities. Issues include accessibility
to ditTclent |or-nrs of íbocl outleťs and the prob
lem of'food descr.ts', effor:ts to increase reliance on
food grorvn nearb'v' and íood production rvithin
cities tbenrselves.

Part 4-Chaptcr 25, b,v Larr:y S. Bournc and
R. Alan Wa]ks-drarvs on lessons Íion.r the book
ťo sketch possrble futr'rre urban scenarios' These
rer,'olve around the thenres of conrplexity, contrr_
clictory tenclencies, and uncertainry
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