
Plastic fibres found in tap water around the world, study reveals 

Microplastic contamination has been found in tap water in countries around the world, leading to calls from 
scientists for urgent research on the implications for health. 

Scores of tap water samples from more than a dozen nations were analysed.Overall, 83% of the samples were 
contaminated with plastic fibres. 

New studies reveal that tiny plastic fibres are everywhere, not just in our oceans but on land too. Now we 

urgently need to find out how they enter our food, air and tap water and what the effects are on all of us 

 The US had the highest contamination rate, at 94%, with plastic fibres found in tap water sampled at sites 

including Congress buildings, the US Environmental Protection Agency’s headquarters, and Trump Tower in 

New York. Lebanon and India had the next highest rates. 

European nations including the UK, Germany and France had the lowest contamination rate, but this was still 
72%. The average number of fibres found in each 500ml sample ranged from 4.8 in the US to 1.9 in Europe. 

The new analyses indicate the ubiquitous extent of microplastic contamination in the global environment. 
Previous work has been largely focused on plastic pollution in the oceans, which suggests people are eating 
microplastics via contaminated seafood. 

Source:   https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/sep/06/plastic-fibres-found-tap-water-around-world-study-

reveals 
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