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Topics:
1) Italian biological anthropology
1.1) emergence and consolidation
1.2) some past and present discussions

2) Brazilian biological anthropology
2.1) emergence and consolidation
2.2) some past and resent discussions

3) some possible comparisons

Source of background picture:
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museo_di_antropologia_ed_etnologia
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Preliminary remarks:

- why Italian and Brazilian? “Periphery” of hegemonic
disciplinary canons

- “Some”: descriptions are always “partial”, so key figures,
topics, and connections discussed are some among other

possibilities

) you are invited to search for complementary alternatives
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Once upon a time in Italy...
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- Introduction of evolutionary debates with # || SULL ONIGINE. DELLE SPECIE |
\

PER ELEZIONE NATURALE

controversies on the humans origins in the middle
of XIX Century

|

I PRIMA TRADUZIONE ITALIANA

(JU,I:&(\?\\"ENSH DELL’ AUTORE

- Controversies between creationism and B
evolution (i.e. de Filippi-zoologist versus '
Zimmerman-senator)

- Officially instituted in 1869 with the chair:
“Anthropology and Ethnography”

First Italian edition 1864 (Source:
https://www.ebay.it/itm/113599239480)
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Key figures in the institutionalization
of Italian Anthropology:

* Paolo Mantegazza (1869-Firenze)
° Giniano Nicolucci (Se:

https://frosinone.italiani.it/giustinian

Giuseppe Sergi (1880-Bologna; 1884- e vl fjne.talilg

RO ma ) htt_ps://wv_vw.Ii_berliber.it/onlipe/au lantropologo-ciociaro/)
tori/autori-s/giuseppe-sergi/)

Giustiniano Nicolucci (1889-Napoli)

Enrico Tedeschi (1898-Padova)

Fabio Frassetto (1908-Bologna)

* Enrico Tedeschi (Source:

https://mostre.cab.unipd.it/archeol Fabio Frassetto (Source:
ogiafuoriluogo/it/46/enrico- https://www.storiaememoriadibologna.i

tedeschi-1860-1931) t/frassetto-fabio-515301-persona)
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Paolo Mantegazza (1831-1910)

- Took part in the Italian Risorgimento (1848: Milano)

- Politician (low and high chamber)

- Doctor and surgeon, funder of the first experimental
pathology laboratory at Pavia

- First professor of “Anthropology and Ethnology” at Firenze
from 1869

- funder of the National Museum of Anthropology and
Ethnology in 1869

- funder of the journal Archive for Anthropology and
Ethnology in 1871

- [published one of the first Italian science fiction book: 3000]

Paolo Mantegazza (Source:
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paol
o_Mantegazza)
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Voyages of Paolo Mantegazza

- South America (1854-1858)
- Lapland (1879) oy S SRR
X Indla (1 881 '1 882) Lr:’?;:?/\fv%\(/)wu.';:c:)media.it/Firenze/mu

sei/storia_naturale/mantegazza/ind
ex.html)

*travel books + scientific
descriptions

Grades of emotions (Source
http://www.zoomedia.it/Firenze/
musei/storia_naturale/mantegaz
za/index.html)

*use of images also with actors
and of ltalian people

Lapland (Source:
http://www.zoomedia.it/Firenze/musei/stor
ia_naturale/mantegazzal/index.html)
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Anthropology:

“assign the natural place to man in the hierarchy of living
creatures, study their changes in climate, race, sex, food and
disease, study the varieties, races and different types of man,
classify them, investigate human crosses and hybridisms;
analyse man, define and measure his strengths, physical and
moral needs in the different races and of every race to make
natural history,; groped the design of the boundaries of human
pertectibility: this is what this science proposes.”




Key themes:

Darwinism and evolution

Human family

Progress
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Un giorno a Madera (Source:
https://www.amazon.it/giorno-
Madera-Paolo-Mantegazza/dp/B00
HFWZ628)

Eugenetics and hygiene
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Fisiologia del
piacere (Source:
https://lwww.rebaldoria
.com/12882-fisiologia-
del-piacere-paolo-
mantegazza.html)

Journal L’antropologia (Source:
https://www.gozzini.it/product/archivio-
per-lantropologia-e-la-etnologia)
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(Marco Ezechia) Cesare Lombroso
(1835-1909)

- Took part in the Risorgimento as a military doctor
- Doctor with studies at Pavia, Padova and Vienna
(pathology and physiology)

- Professor of mental diseases at Pavia and later of
legal medicine in Turin

- Director of the Mental Hospital in Pesaro

- Doctor at the prison of Turin

Cesare Lombroso (Source:

~ Funder Of the Crlmlnal Museum in 1876 https://profilicriminali.it/2018/05/28/cesare-lombroso/)

- Funder of the journal Archive of Psychiatry in 1880
- [spiritist]
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Theory of innate and
biologically conditioned
criminal tendency

Giuseppe Villella: congenital fusion

of the corresponding part of the occiput

Wlth the atlaS Giuseppe Villella’s skull (Source:
http://www.strettoweb.com/2015/07/consiglio-

regionale-cranio-brigante-giuseppe-villella-
restituito-calabria/302883/)

“‘Suddenly, one morning of a sad December day, | find in the skull of a brigand a whole
long series of atavistic anomalies [...] At the sight of these strange anomalies, as appears
a wide plain under the sea. flaming horizon, the problem of the nature and origin of the
criminal appeared to me to be solved: the characters of primitive men and lower animals
were to be reproduced in our times.”
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Lombroso’s key themes

FALSARID

- Women delinqguent-born

) E p I Iepsy Lombroso Museum (Source:
https://lwww.lacnews24.it/opinioni/da-meridionali-
cannibali-alle-altre-bugie-il-museo-lombroso-e-
razzista-vi-spiego-perche 137912/)

- Criminal evolution _ 1
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Neapolitan criminals (Source:
https://www.arte.it/foto/i-1000-volti-di-lombroso-
1275/12)



Course: Introduction to Anthropology |

‘The race manifesto”

- During the fascism focus on Italian
character (biological and social

14" July 1938, anonymous (by
Guido Landra

‘human races exist’ (biological
versus social)

historical negationism: Italian race
as Arian race
- influences in both biological and
social anthropology debates

RAZZISMO ITALIANO

Un gruppe di studiosl laseisti docent! nelle Unlversita italiane sotlo I'egida del Ministero della Cultura Popojare
ha Hesato nel seguentl lerminl quella che ¢ la posizione del Fosclsmo nel conlrontl del problemi della razza:

LE RAIZE UMANE ESISTONO. La esistensn delle rame umaons
® b gkl une oiroshese du noaire spirite, ma o
s - - eem | nowtr
55 § reppeeseainta du messe, quacl sewpre bupe

womini. shoili per coretier fakc e pedcslogic

eredt 1.-" * che coatimwons od creditorsi. Dire che ssinlono le raase
mans nom vuel dire o pristi che sshtons rUme mans yspevier
o inbersarl, ma sollests cha susioas romse umess differesii

ESISTONO CRANDI BAIE £ PICCOLE RAZIE Mos bissges
spilomio cmmellre cie mislose | gruppi satemeticn megyisi. o
comusemenis 1one chiomati rame « che soso individwolisan sl
da olcuni coratier. ma bisoges osche ammetters che seimtono
gruppl sitematicl misorl (come pes se. | nerdicl. | mediterranel
| dizasich. sce.) individeolisssti do ua moggler sumen & caruiteri
comunl. Questi gruppt costiccoso del pusie di vists bislogiee b
vers russe. bn ssisieszn delle quehi b cma verith evidests

Il CONCIEITO DI RAZIA £ CONCETTO FURAMENTE llﬂLDC'CU
Esss & quisdi basats su olve cessidersaionl cbe nén | coacett &l
popals o di mosises. lsadatl .un._laam- -~ “Mrml sio-
iche. limguisiiche. religioss. Verd dillerensa di
namens sizuss dabls d-‘hnm di rame. Se gl liskond
doi Framcesl. doi Tedeschl. dui Turchl dai Greei
206 mom & wole perchi wsai hasne una lagua ditens o waa sieria
diversu. ma porchi ba costitualons rasssale
varss. Some sicle prepordomi divenss
L malle  amtieo  Coslitumcsms |
wia abbba @ demisie sssolute sulle altre. sha che twite rwulting
fube srmenion inbme. che persstane encere messimilote
wna alle slws [T

LA rOF‘GI.\-IO‘{' D'F.I.- [TM‘..IA ATIVALE E° DI ORIGINT ARIANA
E LA weekn pupslasiens o civdi
arune u.u. aa mm-.. mL..--l la nostps pealsels ben pooe &
rimaste della civilth delle genti preavimme, L arigine deghi Ilcl-un
i parie sussnsialmente da slemeali di qualle siesse rosse

itdisceno o Wt e wirn d-lutun’\o

E° UNA LEGGENDA L'AFFORTO DI MASSE INCENTI DI UOMDI
I TEMPl STORICL. — Dopo linvesioss del Leagebardl mes o
sons atati in Iola altri scleveli movimesti di popoli copac &
mBesnsers bn lisssemio rossiole della pamiens. Da cib deriva che.
mealre per liie paucsl suwropes lo composisions razsicle § veristo
soievelmente b tempd gurhe modermi per 'Dofic, pells sue grendl
lines. o composisices romisle di egygl ¢ b sieaa dl qwlla che
via mille ensi fa; | queTeniaquativs milesi mi di eggl T
tome quindl nellosselsis moggisienss o lemiglls che abilase
Ilakis de == sillessis

ESISTE ORMA! UNA FURA “ NAZIA [TALIANA ~ Quests emun
comte mew b basats sulls (onleisae del cvaceiio blologics di rama
con I concethe storico-lingubstices di popols » di nesisse. ma sulls
purissims porestels di songue che unisce gl falieni di ooyl elle
geoerasieni che da milleaal pepelane [Malis. Quesic ontis pe
remae dy samges b 0 pie gronde isele di pebilsd delle Nosiome
inatimen,

E' TEMPO CHE GLI ITALIANMI SI FREOCLAMING FRANCAMINTE
BAZEISTL — Twita l'opera che Bosrs b Sotie @ Reghme i Nobia
4 la loade del romswe. Frequestasime & stele sempre el discomi
del Cape i richiome ai conceid di rooa

La guestions del remisms is lialia deve ssssrs ool da wn
pruste di visis puremesis bislogies, sease lnbsncal Riseslichs s
religiosn

Lz concesiows dsl romisms & Iells deve samsrs ssssaslaimsnts
Bolicans & Uindirines ovioss-serdics, Queite sem vesls dife pard
wrederre ln Talis bs teoris del romlass ldesce come dons 8
allormore ehs gl Dallanl o gli Scasdissvi somo ba slessa eosa
Ma wusle soltumio odditars egli lelianl un medelle liskce ¢ sopre
tufte pelcolegies di rame wmase che per | susi cusoMerl puremesis
surepel sl stacce complelaments do fube b romse extra suTupes.
quests vusl dire slevars Dlnlions ed us idesls &i supariors cs-
ncheman di so siveso = di magygiors responschdlind

l'—fﬁ-“lﬂ [FARE UNA NETTA DISTINIIONE TRA | MENTER-
I-NT WOFA .OCCFDmAI.H DA UMA FARTE GLI ORTENTALY
E U a.mc.w: DALLALTRA, feno peind da cemsiderarsi peri
colese ke Wworle che sosivngens 'erigine africens di alousl pepali
eurspel ¢ comprendens . waa comune rosbe medile
ts popslamon: semitiche o camitiche stabilends relamion|
deslogichs auslubemente inamembibill.

GU EBAELI NON APPARTENGONO ALLA NAZIA lTKLLlKA = Dl
vamill chs asl comss del secoli sess eppredat sul susls dalla
seatrs Pabls sulla s gessrales b rmaste. Aschs Io-e(-pﬂ:-&n
areba dells Sictlia sulls ba lasclets all'istusel dol ressds & qual-
che nome:  del resto Il processs di casimilesiess e sampre repl
a-..m i Paalim,

shrei rappiesenians 'usica pspolosiens che b mal mai
Irolia perchi wssa & costitudie do elemeati resdeli ase
rsi_in mode eeeclute dogll slementi che honse dose
rotiani.

| CARATTEN FHICT £ FSICOLOGIC] PURAMENTE EUROPE! DEGLI
ITALIAN| NON DEVONO ESSERE ALTERATI IN NESSUN MODO
unbons & smsbsibile sole sellambiie dells rosss swropes, mel
P di vere o propeie rideme, dote
od un corpe comune = dilleriscons
sols peor wirumi coratierl. mentre seod vguoll per mellssimi adirl.
[l caroflers puraments suropss degli lalbami viese allerots dal.
I'inerecio con guolsiosl ressa sxireewrepss ¢ porisiries di wne
civild divesa dalls millenoris civilid degls aresi

10

The race manifesto (Source:
https://www.ansa.it/canale_lifestyle/notizie/societa_diritti/2018/07/14/il-
manifesto-della-razza-ecco-il-testo-per-non-dimenticare-80-anni-
dopo_94f44111-b55a-4545-93cd-05¢829211a4e.html)
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Post WWII

- emphasis in paleoanthropology,
primatology and genetics

- presence of eclectic disciplinary
backgrounds

- fragmentation in diverse associations

- example: Sergio Sergi at Saccopastore
e Monte Circeo and new research tools

Saccopastore 1 skull (Source:
https://www.rerumromanarum.c
om/2018/09/uomo-di-
saccopastore.html)

I, CRANIO NEANDERTALIANO
DEL MONTE CIRCEO
CIRCED 1

Book on Monte Circeo Neanderthal (Source:
https://www.abebooks.com/cranio-
Neandertaliano-Monte-Circeo-cura-prefazione/
30794226125/bd)



Course: Introduction to Anthropology |

: |

Luigi Luca Cavalli

Sforza
- 1922- 2018
- Studies in medicine
- Studies on bacteria and interest
In genetic

l.e.. sexuality among bacteria
and resistance to antibiotics

Saluif da
RIAMA (Parma)

Riana, Parma (Source:
http://www.libreriapalatinaeditrice.it/libri-
fotografici-collezioni-di-cartoline-e-
fotografie-depoca.html)

/Af Mc Cm@m(%ﬂ,rf

- Case study of Riana: analysis of || c.iaii storza (source:
https://royalsocietypublishing.or

parochial archives and inhabitants’ g/doi/10.1098/rsbm.2020.0015)
genetic samples
:\ Interest in human "

4

iél"i‘iaws c')'ur(;e:v -
https://journals.asm.org/doi/pdf/10.1128/br.3

genetic evolution 2.1.55-83.1968)
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L. L. Cavalli-Sforza and A. W. F. Edwards

Australian (Central)

Key concepts

- evolutionary tree of human
populations (migrations,
separations and mixtures) | [Co

A QUANTITATIVE APPROACH

Tigre (Ethiopia)
Bantu
L. L. CAVALLI-SFORZA
Ghanaian

M. W. FELDMAN

Gurkhas (Nepal)

Veddahs ( Ceylon)

GENES, PEOPLES, and LANGUAGES

Luigi Luca Cavalli-Sforza

- gene-culture transmission <

Number of gene substitutions

(dual inheritance theory) Phylogenetic Thres

(Source:
https://www.genetics.org/con
tent/183/1/5.figures-only)

Genes People and
Language (Suirce:
https://www.bookshop.cz/
university-of-california-
press/genes-peoples-

- linguistic “superfamilies”

Cultural Transmission and and-languages-1/?
Evolution (Source: gclid=CjOKCQjww4OMBh
https://www.amazon.it/Cultur CUARIsAILNdv7B5NndO
CO ntrove rSy on H uman al-Transmission-Evolution- Bha7pmIHxOE64NFMfs
> MPB-16-Quantitative- HR2KN3mkAubtMdqglEV

" Genome Diversity Project Go0NPIBOSSTTDRZ)  agNtsiodaAmOnEAL_
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Elisabetta Visalberghi

- studies on insects’ mimetic
behaviour
- studies on traveling

pigeons ) i
- sociality of primates at Y mrET
Primatologa
Rome Zoo s
- recognized as the more B 015 o y-0145il oz 470 o 1ot o NS
Influential Italian
primatologist

- active science promulgator
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-

Studies on Cebus spp.

- cognition in Rome Zoo:
manipulative abilities and strategic
choices

Rome Zoo (Source: https://www.cnr.it/en/press-
release/8511/dai-primati-lezioni-di-economia)

- tool uses in Brazil: first record of
tool use among Neotropic primates
“in nature”

- nature conservation and human-
environment relations

https://www.ansa.it/web/notizie/specializzati/scienza/2012/
06/29/Anche-piccole-scimmie-sanno-usare-sassi-come-
strumenti 7117489.html)
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Ethocebus Project

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5dUrHyZPJs&t=3s



Once upon a time in
Brazil...

- arriving of the Portuguese royal
court in Brazil and foundation of Examples of miscigenation (Source:

c . https://nacaomestic ?p=
superior education
- 1888: Princess Isabel and Lei Aurea
- Images of Brazil as a “mixed”
population
- Influence of polygenetic origins
theory (Paul Broca and Ernst
Haeckel)
E N ationalism Race and classes (Source:

https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Escraviddo_no_Brasil)
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Ladislau Netto and The

Botocudo Exhibition

- 1838-1884

- Director of the National Museum of Rio de
Janeiro

- Journal Arquivos do Museu Nacional (1876):

https://historiaemrede.medium.com/a-
exposicao-antropolégica-de-1882-

anthropometric studies of Amerindians B N T ko i hrdad
- 1882: First Brazilian Anthropological L e

Exhibition T e w;
- Homo americanus (from Silvio Romero) A |
- Tupi versus Tapuia

- Anthropometric similarities with the fossils of

Lagoa Santa ‘ Etlmgmlw[mm\ar 4‘1 ﬁdmfttmlwlucnhn _ /"FJUW’E“"*‘““" Expogisaio 3

- Sexual selection and whitening of Brazil BN o women (Source:
https://www.scielo.br/j/ha/a/Kyt7B78FryqpJ4

(with Joao Batista de Lacerda) oDy 8pgtiabstract/Zlang=en)
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Descriptions of Botocudos

“creatures that only had the form and the physical
nature of man; individuals whose almost absolute
deprivation of a modulate language, capable of
expressing their thought, whose crude gestures
and ape-like customs, revealed much of the
character of those animals with whom they live in
complete promiscuity.”

“all the lofty moral and physical characteristics of
the American people — very probably, a collateral
branch of the oldest sources of humanity — have
turned off, one by one.”

Botocudos (Source:
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/agpx4fbv)
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Raimundo Nina Rodrigues i

- 1868- 1906: son of a slave owner

- “Sympathy” for black people: collection of
“ethnographic” evidences of Afro-Brazilian people
- Medical studies on leprosity and malnutrition

- Professor at the Bahia Faculty of Medicine

- Racial determinism for incidence of diseases

- Influence of Lombroso, to which dedicate his
book “Miscigenation, degeneration and crime”

- Introduction of "the negro problem™: “the negro is Bl T G
not only an economic machine: he is, despite his " ﬂm“ *
ignorance, a scientific object.”

Nina Rodgrigues statue at UFBA (Source:
https://cparq.ufba.br/acervo/drraimundo-
nina-rodrigues)
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Nina Rogrigues and legal
medicine in Brazil

- Nina Rodrigues funder of the
discipline

- Scientific racism: “documented,
meticulous and rigorous observation”

- Higher criminal propensity of negros
- Biological determinism

- Proposal of separate penal codes for
withes and blacks: “equality if false, it
only exists among jurists, because
without it law would not exist.”

7

Exhibition of cangaceiros (Source:
https://aventurasnahistoria.uol.com.br/noticias/reportage
m/de-exibicao-em-praca-publica-a-decomposicao-o-
destinomacabro-da-cabeca-de-lampiao-e-seu-

bando.phtml)
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“The Negro problem”

“For science, the inferiority of the black race is
nothing more than a phenomenon of a perfectly
natural order, a product of the uneven pace of the
phylogenetic development of humanity in its various

roa 5 ” Enslaved black women with white kids (Source:
divisions or sections. http://juarezribeiroa.blogspot.com/2018/09/28-de-setembro-dia-da-

gratidao-mae-preta.html)

T
o L | |

Aal Ll Wlle B, 104 2 AN S

“Blacks, mainly, are inferior to whites, starting from
the encephalic mass, which weighs less, and from
the masticatory system, which has animal
characteristics, to the faculties of abstraction, which
in it is so poor and weak. Whatever the social
conditions in which blacks are placed, they are
condemned by their own morphology and physiology
to never be able to equal whites.”

Black Women (Source:
https://www.historiailustrada.com.br/2014/04/raras-

fotografias-escravos-brasileiros.html)
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Turning point at the middle
of 900

“In terms of racial mixing, no colonizing people in
modern times has surpassed, or even equaled, the
Portuguese. From the first contact on, the
colonizers happily coupled with dark-skinned
women and multiplied through mestizo children” e o s
(Gllberto Freire, 1 930) Italian immigrants (Source: https://www.oriundi.net/ha-146-

anos-nascia-a-imigracao-italiana-no-brasil)

- from genetics of Drosophila spp. to humans:
- highly “mixed” population
- high birth and death rates
- long debates about “races”

Rockefeller Foundation since the Twenties with
geneticist Theodosius Dobzhansky at USP

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S136
9848614000508)
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Genetics and human variability
- 1940: Fitz Ottensooser at Laboratorio
Paulista de Biologia and mathematical
formula of racial mixing

- 1958: First Brazilian Human Genetics
Conference

- 1960: Pedro Saldanha (USP) mixing flows
and three “basic” genetic contributions
(indigenous, whites and blacks)

- in the same period the morphological
studies remained mainly descriptive: Marilia
Carvalho at (UFRJ) on prehistoric
skeletons

Restitution of Yanomami blood samples
(Source: https://www.survival.it/notizie/10741)
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Some directions in Brazilian
biological anthropology

- Palaeoanthropology: arrival and dispersion of
American populations (i.e.: Eduardo Neves and
revision of Lagoa Santa) _
- Biomedical anthropology: incidence of lr;t;%igv;v:tv;.;flr;g.br/eépacodoconhecimento/o-homem-de-
diseases in diverse populations (i.e. genetic and

environmental influences on epidemics)

- Forensic anthropology: change from initial
studies (i.e.: 2009 group for missing people
during dictatorship)

- Primatology: studies of Brazilian primates
(great recent expansion and new species)

Ossuary in SP (Source:
https://www.agif.com.br/pautas/detalhe/20565)
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Similarities:

- Nationalist origins (recent funded
states)

- Attention to internal demographic
diversity

- Close relation between biological and
social anthropology at the origin

- Positivist origins

- Developments affected by specific
individuals, national specificities and
International debates

- Contemporary wide disciplinary
panoramas

Amerindian head in Munich Museum (Source:
https://g1.globo.com/ciencia-e-saude/noticia/cranios-de-

indigenas-brasileiros-controverso-legado-colonial-
alemao.ghtml)
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Differences:

15=-35,000,
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Human diffusion (Source: Cavalli Sforfa and Feldman at Genet. 2003 Mar;33 Suppl:266-75. doi:
10.1038/ng1113.
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Toward a global discussion
beyond the “periphery”

- relevance of local specificities in
canonical disciplinary “history”

- contributions of “not-hegemonic”
debates

- multiplication of epistemologies

- attention to political dimensions of -
anthropology Human diversity (Source:

http://www.minutobiomedicina.com.br/postagens/2015/05/21/pesqu

isadores-descobrem-marcas-de-dna-polinesio-em-indios-
botocudos/)

““> What about Czech Republic?
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