Chapter 10

Who and What Are American Indians?
Jon Allan Reyhner

American Indians today are descendants of the pre-Columbian inhabi-
tants of the Americas. The term “Indian” was a misnomer by Christopher
Columbus, who thought he had reached Asia. The various groups living
in the Americas when Columbus arrived were culturally and linguisti-
cally different from each other, did not see themselves as sharing a com-
mon identity, and did not share a common culture. Together they are

idered the indig inhabi of the A icas, and they lived by
farming, hunting, fishing, and/or gathering various wild plants. Some
lived in larger cities, as in the Aztec and Inca Empires; some in small adobe
pueblos, as they still do in current-day New Mexico and Arizona; and
some led a nomadic existence.

American Indian cultures, each group’s distinctive way of life, wene
built around the land they lived on, the sustenance it provided them, and
the many different narratives they possessed to explain their origins and
the world in which they lived. While archacologists point to a distant
Asian ancestry for American Indians, their own traditional religious be-
liefs confirm origins in the Americas, although i indicating a
long history of migration. The vast diversity among the original inhabi-
tants of the Americas is beyond the human mind to fully know, so people
simplify things to understand them. In that process, they can dehumanize
people as they focus on a few superficial or exotic differences that separate
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different groups, with skin color being one of the most historically preva-
ummwﬁummﬂmmmmhm
cal characteristics of nomwhite races in an exaggerated fashion that made

Bocause Indians shaned some ial ch lly skin
mmmmmmmwnw Alil.i\lhl‘rk\l.
they were grouped in the l

A6 sepoeaie
Mllhmwmmmmbmhlm
rfickal and that the bulk of genetic
mmkhmuwmummummam

not race, that divides us as we speak different languages, practice different
dwwmm dﬁmﬂy,mdwmiﬂ:hlhnlwnd
peqﬂewhomm

ilar to them in looks and culbure,

pnphmhﬂmd!mmmﬂlmuhbmhladm
rile classifications huve no blsloghoal / genctic basds, this does not mean that
they do nest affect people’s ives. Laws in the United States, such as those that
supported slavery and segregation and banned interracial intermarriage,
have greatly affected the lives of many people. In Latin America, Spanish
encomicruke laws tied Indians (o specific lands, where they wene forced o
wwkhnmnthMmmmmm

religions and /or | giving p diggion and /or one or
e “rational” | Relighons and languages of ethnic and racial mi-
rorities in these cases can be devalued of even banmed.
DIVERSITY

T unds d the groat cultural diversity of the pre-Columbian inhab-

itants of the Americas, one only needs to look at the languages they spoke
and still speak. Linguists estimate that 1,000 different languages wene spo-
ken before the arrival of Columbus, with around 300 of them in North
America. They divide North Amerscan indigenous languages into six or
mare major language phyla (lange related groups of languages). Languages
in different phyla can be as different as English is from Chinese. Languages
inchuded n o specific linguage phyla, and even in the smaller linguage
families, these phyla are often mutually unimtelligible languages. The
phyla include Eskimo-Aleut such as Inuit and Yupik and the
Aleut family in the far north, and Na-Dené or Eyak-Athabaskan lan-
guages, with over 40 Athabaskan lainguages extending from Alska to
Apache and Navajo (Diné) in the southwestern United States. Salishan
languages are spoken by Pacific coastal groups from British Columbia o
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Tenoan family, Macro-Siouan inchude the Siouan family
d.ﬂn-nhmr Catawaba, Dakots, Ho Chunk (Winnebago), Crow, and
Mandan; the Iroquokan family, including Cherokes, Seneca. and Mohawlk;
and the Caddoan family, including Caddoan, Pawnee, and Wichita, Macro-
Almukhnw:nm;pdhmmwwdm
Morth America and include Arapaho, Blackioot, Cheyenne, Crae, and
Ojibwa and the Gulf Branch families, including Alabama, Chicksaw,
Choctaw, and Seminole.' In addition, there are isolate languages. such as.
Zuni spoken by a Pucblo Indian tribe in New Mexico, that resist classifica-
mmwwmmmmummmm

mmhwmmmm Japanese, these efforts have
been refected for lack of evidence by most linguists.!

Tn 1999, James Estes listed 154 indigenous languages still spoken in the:
mmsuunmmmhmmm1m Hollowed by
Chibwa with 35,000 speakers, Dakota with 20,355, Chnmumﬂ!ﬂm
Apache with 12,693, and Cherokee with 11305, Seven languages were
with only 1 speaker beft. They ane Coos and hlqmyih&mm.liy\ikhl
Alaska, and Coast Miwodk, F Powio, and in Califoenia.*

Linguists who study American Indian languages see the many lan-
guages of today as evolving from one or more early languages that began
o diffier as groups repeatedly divided and went their separate ways, pop-
ulating the Americas. Some linguists attempd to roughly date when sepa-
rations ocourned by the amount of difference between languages, 1t is

iy o, For'

Many speakers
h!*,md piwkﬁwnuhmmkwmmwm can be
cived s boss iy Tndian.™ The between lan-
mmmmmmpmhwthmmu
the woeld they Live in has received much discussion. Many see language as.
embodying culture. This point of view is expressed by a Chevenne elder:

Cheyernes who are coming toward us are being denied by us the
right to acquine that central aspect of what it means o be Cheyenne
ecause we ane not teaching them to talk Cheyenne. When they mach
nﬁmﬂqmﬁmMmmthhMm
Tusks, They Jook Cheyenne, have Cheyenne
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parents but they won't have the linguage which is going to make
them truly Cheyenme.*

Some tribal members question if one can be truly Indian if one does not
wkomshﬂihylﬂnllmmb:ﬂu:oﬂhdmﬁewmm

culture. Hmw'wr Mudkwnhdumhhﬂnlhd&hmud
Cmﬂlm ki ional 1; because of English-
Mymﬂh;uﬂhbmlmdmh&nuunmgnhwm
paved and mass media, espocially movies and television, became readily
available,

hmwrmwmmwmnm oy
of our cultural and spiritual heritage.™
Hﬂwmnﬂmlrhuywht they really want to teach is identity, and
hnm[mﬂy]muupiﬂdlhlmm"m inchuding the
Hopi and Il'!ln.melugm#zhhnpnrml m“alrllu.l
member not “by virtue of speak by partici-
mmmﬂmwumnhuﬂmmw-m
qmwwmmmwm

Today in Canada there are some 200 11 Il he
only “status” Indians can own land. Tnll!UdeSllmdmnmnm
than 550 federally recognized Indian tribes on 310 Indian reservations,
moatly small and in the West because of Indian removal. The largest is the
27 A2S-square-mile Navajo Reservation in mortheastern Arizona, south-
eastern Utah, and northwestern New Mexico. When reservations in the
United States and reserves in Canada were finst set up as a system of
apartheid, often by treaty in the 19th century, Indians needed o get passes
!mmmnmlwhﬂwhnwhmmlmumm
gone, and today more Indians live off Indian reservations and reserves
than live on them. Mose people kdentify themselves as American Indians
in New York City in the 2010 census than in the whole state of Montana,
which has seven Indian reservations.”

The tremendous diversity of Indian tribes can be seen in musewms
across the continent that are full of pre-Columbian artifacts as well as the
works of contemporary Indian artists. Some of particular nobe include the
G&memWhWNHﬂdehﬁmh
Arizona; the M, of A gy at the L
th\fnmmmdﬂumlﬂkmﬁmunﬂ
University of Oklahoma in Norman.

European immigrants often treated the varous indigenous groaps
populating the Americas in the same way, creating a common experience
of colonization that set them apart. This common experience included
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wenocide, where men, women, and children were killed, and ethnocide,
where ethnocentric colonists sought to forcefully assimilate Indians into
European cultures, Vingin ground epidemics, the trauma of foroed re-
maoval (ethnic cleansing) from their lands, and forced assimilation, inchad-
img outlawing religious practices such as the Plains Indian Sun Dance and
the Northwest Indian Potlatch, contributed to a sharp decline in popula-
tion, Especially traumatic were the forced removal (ethnic cheansing) of
US. Indians over the Trail of Tears to Indian Territory (pros-
ent-day Oklahoma) in the 1630s and the Navajo Long Walk in the 1560,
during which thousands of tribal members died. Forced English-only as-
similationist schooling in the United States and Canada further disrupted
American Indian communities. A stark statistic on this cultural and lin-
uisthc comes from a study of data from 150 First Nations com-
munities in British Columbia that found that communities with bess.
conversational knowledge of their native language had suicide rates six
times greater than those with more knowledge,
It was not until 1978 that President fimmy Carter signed the American
Indian Religious Freedom Act (PL No. 95-341, 92 Stat. 469). This act gave

objects
ot until 1990 that the Native American Languages Act (PL 101-477) made
it the policy of the LS. government to promote, preserve, and profect
American Indian languages.
mm:muldhﬁmmmwndﬁrnmh-
ing miedt together in missionary- and boarding
schools. In addition, intermarriage helped to create a common Pan-Indian
identity. Because of interracial as well as intertribal mixing, whe can be
called an American Indian and how they are legally h‘lenltﬂﬂlisnuln—
phunllhf_' ixing has been going on since b
w-mmmmmmmmcmsmmm
foot in the Americas. Fergus Bordewich (1996) notes that in 1980, half of all
Indians were married to non-Indians " This race mixing went on through-
oul the years despite racial prejudice and antimiscegenation laws, with
some of these Laws dating back to the 17th century. It was not wntil 1967
that the remaining 16 antimiscegenation laws were struck down by the
U5, Supreme Court in its Loving o5, Vieging decision. One of the first laws.

hmmhmmmmummnmm
other nonwhites.

In the United States today, tribal membership is determined by cach
tribee using its own definition of what qualifies someone for membership,
Enmliment in the Cherokes tribe, the largest in the United States, is based
on being able to trace one’s ancestry o someone on the Dawes Final Rolls
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ol Citizens of the Cherokee Nation that was compiled between 1899 and
1906, The racial intermixing of the Cherodes tribe can be seen in that its
Mmmlmwnmnumm,runmmu
though some had as little as 1/ 128th Cherok
dhmwmmmmdhﬂmmulm
Cherokee or less. An English-only
m%ﬂnﬂ"hh&vdmhmﬂhwnﬂwmﬂmtﬁuﬂ
States, tribal encollment is based on being able to prove at least ome-fourth
Mavajo ancestry, While the United States has relinquished control over
wha can be a member of a given Indian tribe to the tribal groups, its
Bureau of Indian Affairs in the U S Department of the Interior still main-
tains a requirement of one-fourth or more of Indian ancestry to participate
im some of its programs,

muawumr«wmmmmtmmmmp
cal service in hospitals and clinics across Indian Country and requines pa-
tients 1o be members of a federally recognized Indian tribe. I the United
States, Indlians Hving and working on their tribe's reservation have to pay
Mmmmmdnmhmhmmnmmm

1pt from tanes for p

Mu..nwdwmwmmmmm lnchdhtg
the right to religious freedom, exemption from state taxation, and tribal
mvereigniy.

There have been cases of ethnic fraud where someone claims Indian
heritage with no proof in order to take advantage of programs designed
for American Indians, such as THS medical care and affirmative action at
Wamwwmmwmndwmu-mm
student body. In
ddl&mﬂkwhanthMdimelﬂlesllmlh-ht-

v law i selling American Indian
udAlukle“'dmhpmdudllluikplhhlnundsm'
to sell any art or craft product that falsely suggests it is Indian produced
or a product of a particular LS. Indian tribe.

CITIZENSHIF AND SOVEREIGNTY

When the US, Army tried to force Standing Bear, a Ponca chief, 1o ne-
turn to Indian Territory {now Okdaboma), he renounced his tribal affilia-
tion and successfully argued in a U.S, district court in Omaha, Nebraska,
in 1670 that Native Americans are “persons within the meaning of the
law™ mdhmllnrﬂllulhﬁmm"hnldmnnmnduwh
US. g P from tribal mem-
bership to individuali nrdl.l_'i itizenship through the General
Allotment Act of 1887 (24 Stat, 388, ch_ 119, 25 USCA 331). This act was
designed to break up tribal communal landholdings into small separate
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farmsteads, with “surplus land”™ being sold to non-Indians. Millions of
acres of Indian lands were sold off, further impoverishing Indians. In 1924
Congress passed the Indian Citizenship Act (43 Stat. 253, ante, 420), mak-
Img Indians US. citizens, but many, as with African Americans of the time.
aften still could not vote in elections.

In 1934, the US. Congress passed the Indian Reorganization Act (PL
?}Mllulwﬁdhalbnmlulmmmh&mhdhm

ations and & for tribal Tribal
wmlhﬂcuiﬂvhﬂllﬂhlwnndlwmmﬁlw These tribal
governments st up tribal courts and police forces, A major legislative vic-
myhhpuﬂcydmhnﬂuﬂwwhﬂumsnuwuh

of the Indian Seli-Dy
o 1975 (FL %3-638), which provided a way i.I' Inctian tribes o contract lll'
or get grants to operate schools and other services previously adminis-
tered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs.” However, the bursau still operates
s Endlian schools and police foroes.

After World War Il there was an effort by the LS. Congress to terminate
Indian reservations "to set Indians free” and make them just the same as.
other US. citizens. Unfortunately, the result was further impoverishment
hmwawmmmmmam

wment iy ofslfseminafion, whichbodey inciues the right of tribes
their awn g Canada, Indian

m;lmdmmnlmﬂmmddplnlm'

A downside in the United States to sovereignty has been large-scale dis-
enroliment of members of some tribes that are mone prosperous because:
Mnmpmhlhgmhu Mtrhumhpcrapllapiymnmm
members, and by cutting tribal
wmmmmsmmwmﬂumn
declared in an Arizona L Review article that “Tribal disennollment is now
of epidemic proportions.”"” However, large tribes, such as the Navajos
and Cherokees, that do not provide per capita payments to their members.
Iave few if any dis-enollments and make it relatively easy for anyone
meeting membership o enroll.

Starting with the short-lived Society of American Indians founded in
1911, members of variows tribes started working together o let their views
be known to the US. government. In 1944 the National Congress of
American Indians was formed, which still operates today to give voice to
American Indian concems. The American Indian Movement (AIM) was.
founded in 1968; its mili demand for Indian Aghts
hmdhml‘mﬂwlﬂdmﬂuuw However,
AIM and other Indian groups usually focused on treaty rights and their
rights as the original inhabitants of the Americas rather than on civil
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righis. Treaty rights are based on the provisions of hundreds of treaties
negotiated between tribes and the US. government before Congress
ended treaty making with Indian tribes in 1871,

In 4 special message to Congress on Indian affairs in 1970, President
Richard Nixon articulated a policy of Indian self-determination:

The stery of the Indian in America i= something more than the record

over bstacles. It is a record of
Mmmuihmmum miud:mghmdnpﬂu.bm
semse of history and its sense of

It s long past time that the Indian policies of the Federal govern-
of the Indian people. Both as a matter of justice and as a matter of
enlightened social policy, we must begin 10 act on the basis of what
the Indians themselves have long been telling us. The time has come
b break decisively with the past and o create the conditions for a
new era in which the Indian future is determined by Indian acts and
Indian decisions.*

Mixon appointed Lowis Bruce, a Mok Sioux founder and
director of the National Congress of American Indians, as his commis-
stomer of Indian affairs.

A few Europeans had positive views of the people they met. For ex-
ample, Dominican friar Bartolomé de Las Casas wrote that “Cod created
these simple people withoul evil and without guile. They are the most
obedient and faithful 1o their natural lords and to the Christians they
MMMMMMMN\MMMM

lous, or vengeful . . . They neither possess
mmnmmﬂkmﬂh hwlylh-wnplcmuldbﬂhr
most blessed in the world if only they worshipped the true God.™™
However, the more popular view of Europeans was negative, seeing them
as naked heathen savages. In 1930 Spanish humanist, philosopher, and
theologian Juan Ginés de Sepikveda wrote that “They were making war
continuously and feroviously against each other with such rage that they

In James Fenimorne Cooper ::Imk 1826 novel The Last of the Mokicans
and in many other novels and movies, the Indian allies of the fur trappers
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and settlers are heric and noble Indians—other Indians ane villains,
Herman Melville in his 1557 less simplistic novel The Confidence-Man de-
scribed how settlers in the American West were brought up with ~histo-
ries of Indian lying, Indian theft, Indian double-dealing, Indian fraud and
perfidy, Indian want of conscience, Indian blood-thirstiness, Indian diab-
wlisem and an Indian is 1o be hated.™ The editor of the Kowrmy Herald in
Nebraska gave an example of this attitude in an 1866 editorial, writing
that Indlans “are destitute of all promptings of human nature, having no
respect for word or honoe."” Even into the 1960s signs could be found in
store windows in towns bordering Indian reservations that read “No
mmwmw.’r'
Western cowboy and Inclan novels and movies often featured Indians
MNwmmmmewmedmm:mu-
times they also p d Indians m as victims of evil
mwmmwmmmnm&mﬁmmm
American featured a b who marries.
.mmmﬂmmmewimam
film the same year. the ending was changed—with the hero dying rather
than marrying a white woman. Interestingly, in the film the white LS. gov-
ernment Indian agent is portrayed as a corrupt stealer of Indian land.
There are thousands of books with American Indian characters who
dlapd\c\wp:wlrvhw Sncdians & higghlly obj
able stereotypes, some classics. For example, in Mark Twain's
1676 classic The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, the villain is “Injun Joc"—a
“murderin’ hali-breed” who tortures women® In Laura Ingalls Wilder's.
1mu|mmwmmmw “two naked, wild [Indian] men” who are
thin, erce-looking” with eyes that "were black and still and glitter-
g, Nk snake’s eyes” visit the Ingalls’ homestead = The fact that these
e just visit and do no harm does not take away from the negative de-
scription of them. Books by authors who lived on the frontier and had
extensive contacts with Indians (such as Mari Sandioz’s 1961 These Weere the
Siowr) provide positive images of Indians in contrast to authors who often
Tad fitthe or no contact with indigenous peoples.
mmwdlnmmmwdhmﬂypﬂlﬂnwmpm
The reality, or even the p long term
huludbuwd-vw&mw&mnlﬂﬂkymmm
and other racial or ethnic minorities to the point whene “what is depicted as.
the culture of native the absalute e of what is
Mﬂu‘mrmmh%mimwhlmpﬁu
amodem
unmmmmmmammm
other planet, s in the very pogpular 2009 movie Avatar) with
ﬁ&lm.&mwhmunbemaﬂduuuhghmmw
Garden of Eden without war and vielnoe until the evil snake of the white
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man entered.® A contrasting view presents & bell whene some missionar-
s clairmed that Indians spoke the "devil's language.” all sorts of savagery
was practiced, and life was "nasty, brutish, and short. ™™ An example of
the deby what Indians is the one over scal) Good evi-
dence exists that some tribes practiced scalping before the arrival of
Europeans, but colonists introduced the practice of paying bounties for
Mnmhmb@HLwhuﬂmlmd took nat only the scalps in
their subjugation of the Irish but also the whaole head *

Meither of these extreme images of Indians are supported by evidence.

As Fergus Bardewich writes in Killing Hie Wiite Mar's Indian,

Imagining that we see “the Indians,” we often see little more than the:
distorted reflection of our own fears, fanches, and wistful kngings.
Muanwhile, Hve Indians are, in a senee, our national nightmare, fig-
mm puiley Imnpmhm . neminders of a history that we

prefer not md fusing our fantasies with real-
life demands. ™

o write that " Amerk ians o
udlnmnnw

RACE SCIENCE

At the start of the 19th century, the westward expansion by the United
&lhwmuhwﬁddﬂmﬁq Dyhlm;llu\llm,u-

“good i by, and oty 1o
the American continents and 1o the workd. mmwmm'mm
Americans came to view their country as “a white Anglo-Saxon republic;

i existing racial

Indian™ lnuwlmmhlmmuﬁmlnmpedhmmlndmmm

The genetic inferiority of Indians became a ratbonalizathon

for ethnic cleansing. Many tribes living in the southeastern. United States

Thad their lands taken away and were forcefully removed 1o Indian Territory,
Ollahoma.

L
During the first half of the 18th century the “scientists” of the day dis-

meticulously process,
mmm-hmmwh 1839, Maorton
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found that “In their mental character the Americans are averse o cultiva-
tiom, and show in acquiring know ledge: restless, revengeful, and fond of
war, and wholly destitute of maritime adventure. ™ However, further on
in the same book he wrote that

It bs usual to change the Indians with hery: but in most i
it will be found that they have enly retorted the perfidiousness that
s been heaped upon them by others. The annals: of Indian history

the hand of the white man: wars have been fomented among them toe
procure their mutual destruction; and when they have been weak-
ened by the conflict, the common enemy has i and seizoed
upon their possessions. . .. [Ejvery art that cupidity could devise has
been put in practice to deprive them of liberty and life. Is it surpris-

received w0 much treachery at our hands?™

Still, Miarton found that

The intellectual iaculties of this great family appear to be of a decidedly
mumm-mm&m&mam

races. They Iy Tt for the:
st part incapabl da d proces of 1% on abstract
subjocts. Their minds seize with avidity on Nmphmumlwll
mmwwmiwﬂpﬂm Fmil

for many years in civilized society, Mkumdﬂd:mkhwol
their own national usages, which they have almost invariably resumed
when chance has left themn to choose for themselves.™

By the 18505, Horsman notes, "America’s racial theorists wens explaining

of bllacks, the disapy of Indians, and the defeat of
hﬂnminlmﬂulmﬂeﬂedmdundhmﬂnpeupkoﬂl&
United States. "™ Skoppy sclence was used as a rationalization for prejudice

and dispossession.

Indiians were often soen by European immigrants as savage heathens to
e converted to Christianity and civilined. Indians wene often quick o
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adapt technology such as guns and metal knives and cookware but wene
much more reluctant to give up their religions, languages, and ways of
life. Efforts to assimilate Indians info the d E i l
often met with An Indian schol
that the tribe she worked with had “a universal and decided aversion o
using the English Language,” as it was “the tongue of their despised con-
querors.“® Schools for Indian students, even today, can be seen as places
for becoming white Albert H. Kneale, looking back on a 36-year career
with the Indian Bureau that began in 1899, noted that

Every tribe with which | have associsted is imbued with the idea that
it is superior to all other peoples. Iis members are thoroughly con-
vinced of their superiority not alone over members of all other tribes
but over the whites as well. . | have never known an Indian who
wiubd consent to being changed into a white man even wene he con-
winoed that such a change could readily be accomplished =

‘When he started teaching for the US. government's Indian Bureau (later
renamed the Bureau of Indian Affairs) in 1899, Kneale found that “the
Indian Bureau, at that time, always went on the assumption that any
Indian custom was, per se, objectionable, wheneas the customs of whites
were the ways of clvilization. *® In contrass, Jnlm\'l‘ulwy!‘mnﬁ.hiw
director of the US. govemment’s Bureaw of Ethnology, emphasteed in
189% speech titled 'mdedSludmﬂlenhMrloneh
Him™ the of maseting Incli. I and for “hiers b fiirst be
m-mmm«mmmmumm H‘e
noted the i Indian customs b
wimmmmmnmmmmwmwm
and “unintelligently opposing the tribal beliefs and usages. ™ In regard to
religion, Powell declared

Mmmamwmmd.umwmmm
nent, includi the mosi g ly religious, if by
mhmlwwhmwmm-mnmmw-
garded as sacred, are the American Indians, especially wherever still
unchanged from their early condition, and this deeply refigious feel-
g of theirs might, if properly appreciated, be made use of, not
weakened or destroyed by premature opposition. ®

MMWBIMCMMHE\WM o convert
Indians to Christianity, often working at cross-purposes, as they not only
saw Indian religions as the devil's but also saw other Christian denomina-
thons as, nmmm—umabldvdymhpnwuhhdwu
The various Pr as
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wnﬂaswﬂ!taénlmﬂm»cmlphulmﬂmeﬂwﬂwnlmdl
school for n 1817 w
Cherokee, and Choctaw students. However, the school was forced to close
a deeade later after two of the Cherokee students married local white
waomen.* The school's founders, like many evangelical Christians, thought
that Indians and other non-Chiristians would rush to embrace
s they could go te Heaven once they wene introduced o it, Their goal
was to the whole wCh ity as part of bringing Christ's
second coming. Some Indians did convert, but many others resisted,
One of the most famous educators of American Indians was US, Army
aificer Richard Henry Pratt, assigned to take the Indians held for the worst
Indian war crimes from Indian Territory to Fort Marion, Florida. At Fort.
Marion Pratt got kcal white women to volunteer o teach his prisoners.
wdmwm«mnbukwummwmmm
Pratt convinced some of the younger prisoners to fur-
MMdmﬂimllHﬂmﬁlﬂnﬁuﬂaﬂrm]MﬁMﬁlm
slaves in Virginia that was willing to take them in). African American
educator Booker T. Washington in his clissic autobiography, Lip From
Slhrvery, wote:

O going to Hampton, | took up my residence in a building with
about seventy-five Indian youths. [ was the enly person in the build-
ing who was not a member of their race. . 1 know that the average
Indian felt himself above the white man, and, of course, he felt him-
self far abuove the Megro, langely on account of the fact of the Negro
having submitted to slavery—a thing which the Indian would never
do. The Indians, in the Indian Territory, owned a large number of
slaves during the days of slavery, . .. | found that they were about
uhasymwwmmmwwmn
and resented ill-treatment. .
Ihwdﬂwﬂmﬂﬁﬂmh.wh&hﬂﬂulﬂnﬂumw
mmmmﬂmwmﬂmm.
red companions of another race in the cordial way that the
hhdﬁudmﬁnlﬂmwmwlmmdﬂwndm

While Indi inued to attend H for several decades after this
Emww.hﬂdﬂmwmmmhhwwﬁi
Mwmﬂﬂlﬂwhﬂmpnwdh.mmﬂymldhus
memu‘:
hkdmmm&w-nnhlmﬁlnwamhmdun
school, on detached duty from the army. One of the reasons he chose:
C-Mulhaﬂmhhhmhbm_ﬂwlﬂlm
Moravisns, and M ” hibited bess: 1 prejuciice. than ot
Mhmmmgdvdwmmmmme
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d anm L English-only eds However, he was
Malﬂuﬂﬂimhﬂmmuhmdhmlndmhm
marry with them. As mbmﬂmﬂwbmmﬂdudwumi
late American Indians, these down
tribal divisions as students from difierent tribes lived, studied, worked,
and leamed English together and even intermarried. As different tribes.
meceived similar treatment, they came o identify themselves as having

similar goals,
mwwmlmmmmlhdnud
“white civili prophe, ing Indians, and the ease

of assimilating them, hwnﬁm!ﬂ#tﬂﬁhﬂiﬂum not racially
inferior, they could be “civilized ™ by putting them in boarding schools for
& few years.* This optimism was based partly on the apparent success of
students at Carlisle. In 1885 the Indian Bureau's superintendent of Indian
schools, John H. Oberly, predicted optimistically:

If there were a sufficient number of reservation boarding-school-
buildings to date all the Indian children of schoal age, and
these building could be filled and kept filled with Indian pupils, the
Iindian problem would be solved within the school age of the Indian
child now sis years old =

Oberly complained that Indian agents were selecting inappropriate text-
ooks and called for the publication of 4 “series of uniform Indian school
text-books™ to be printed by the Government Printing Office, These text-
books would not “on one page represent the Indian as & monster, and on
the next Tk as a her of romance ™ While ne fextbook
sories like the one Oberly advocated was ever written, beginning in 1966,
with Rough Rock Demomstration School and in 194 with Navajo
Community College, tribes began running thelr own schools. The curricu-
Jum included tribal history, language. and culture. A fow small indige-
immersion schools were also started in the United States
uﬂClmdlﬂmsdmbbrwmemlUluhldMﬂmﬂ!
chikdren's heritage Fourr ba
high schools were still opetating in 2016 in the United States: Flandreau in
South Dukota; Sherman in Riverside, California; Chemawa near Salem,
Ciregon; and R de in Anadarko, Oklab These schools ane still
open becanse of the insistence of Indian tribes. In addition, the Burcau of
Indian Education has tumed one of the older high schools into Haskell
Indian Nations University, which s located in Lawnence, Kansas.

The US. Congress passed the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (PL93-
638} in an attempt 1o close the academic achievement gap between white
students and Native American, African American, and Hispanic stsdents
that has continued to persist in the United States. This act put forward the
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D! that f teachers were just “highly qualified” and used nh-lrul’lully
proven” teaching methods, this gap could be quickly closed, However, sim

illar b previous efforts, m-mcﬁﬂmbmhwaﬁlm‘mw
« o\ ¥ P end of the 19th century in
the often got K Iuding as a teacher, by
Wwwwmmhmmmx
the civil service esamination instituted in the 1590, like the National

m'&nhbﬁeﬂmﬂuﬂﬁmbmdﬁmdimmh
wihioim the word education was unknown and whio were withoit knowl-
edge of a uﬂlulmgmp No such test was given ™ She had expected
questions on tribal history and reservation conditions; she was not even
told which tribe she was to teach, In effect, the civil service examination,

many potential

Indian teachers as well as a few “incompetent” whibe teachers while betting.

teachers with litthe or no knowledge of Indians or Indian educa-

ton. Low salaries phus the solation (from white communities) of many

schools serving Indian students meant that teaching in them was often the:
last ressonrt for tachers who could not find employment elsewhere.

In 1969, a special subcommittes of the LS. Senate issued a scathing re-
port om the poor quality of Native American education and the sbuse of
Indian students tithed American Iedian Education: A Nativial Tragedy, &
National Challenge, based on a sevies of hearings across the country,” This:

Bead o the p of the scan Indian Education Act in
1972 (Tithe IV of PL 92-318). This act provided some funding for supple-
mental programs for Indian students, mmmm-adms

pa blished Truth and R o g
mented through 7,000 s and 5 million d a horrar story
of mental, sexual, and physical abuse in Canadian residential schools that
were funded by the Canadian govemment and run by Catholic and
Protestant religious groups, with the last schools closing in the 15%0s.

of Canada’s residential schools for Indlans:

We now recognize that, in separating children from their families,

we unclermined the ability of many to adequately parent their own

duldmmésmudﬂwnmdslnrmmmﬂﬂm . Not anly

dldywmﬂﬂliunn‘hmudﬂﬂmbulamheumplm

you were powerless o protect your own children from suffering the
same experience, and for this we are sormy™
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He concluded that “The government of Canada sincerely apologizes and
asks the forgiveness of aboriginal peoples for failing them o badly. "
Education plays a crucial role in affirming American Indian identity.
Despite the lack of culturally appropriate education and terrible condi-
tknuhmnymhmamanh\dmmbmxdmmlly
Ower the have b doctors, lawyers,
and other professionals. In addition. Indian authors have produced a vast
library of Indian literature. Older works inchide Charles Eastman’s 1902
i Bayhood and Luther Standing Boar's 1928 My Peaple the Sioux. Newer
works include N. Scott "s 1968 Pulitrer Prize-winning novel
deMliﬂ-AMMMVDMQqIM
Time Indian, which won the National Book Award for Young People's
Literature in 2007; and many others. Nonfiction works include Vine
Dedoria Jr.'s God is Red {1972), Indian newspapers include Dndian Country
Tinday, 2 weekly national newspaper, as well as tribal such as
thee Nawajo Times, that are available in print and on the Internet.
Schools today, including 35 tribal colleges, in the United States and
Canada are working to instill positive indigenous identities ™

CONCLUSION
The effects of cob an on ican Indians was di Their
from of several million 1o a little over
mma as mocoeded in the 1900 US. census; however, since then their
population has recovered.™ In the 2010 LS. census 5.2 million people in
the Unitedd States sell-identified as American Indian and Alaska Native,
wither alone or in combination with one or more other races, with 2.9 mil-
lion people identified as American Indian and Alaska Native alone.
Almaost half of the American Indian and Alaska Native papulation, or 2.3
million people, reported being American Indian and Alaska Native in
combination with ome or more other races. The American Indian and
Alaska Native in rapid growth, in-
MMHWMM‘mdDﬁMmmyHM
oo beess stiggma beeingg placed h&ymhﬁqmwhuh the United States
alrhmbmmnnmmhmuuimhl

peoples.
Only the United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand vobed
against this declaration, with the first section of Article 26— Indigenous
peoples have the right to the lands, werritories and resouroes which they
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have iti by owrmed, 1 or otk ime used or acquined”—
mmmmwh—- includes all of the

s Article 33, which declares that “Indigenous peoples
mﬁﬂﬂnumMMmummmhm
ﬁmwhﬂ!ﬂcm-ﬁlﬂm and that Mgemupnplel

have the righ and to select the ik
hrmmlnmmﬂwmpmm\im'“m
other rights Hsted in this decl the right

their children. A ian tribes as well as indi,

ﬂuwﬂdmsﬁnguplﬂmhﬁdﬂyﬂmhhdﬂﬂ!mmuh-
mersed in their tribal languages and cultures as well as be educated about:
other nations.

All four countries that voted against the Declasation on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples have neversed thedr position, and on December 16,
2010, President Barack Obama declared,

And as you know, in April, we announced that we were neviewing
our position on the UN. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. And today | can announce that the United States is lending
its support to this declaration.

The aspirations it affirms—including the respect for the institu-
tions and rich cultunes of Native peophes-—ane omes we must always
sovk o fulfill

‘While American Indians are often viewed and categorized as members of
& singhe racial group, their unique histories and legacies speak 1o the rich
d:mulyolﬂupuwhmhhy. mmmmwua
l policies lisem that sought to erase
MWMMM Manvwmlmm o
racist characteriza-

tions in sports, the and elsewhere. For example, in 2016 Navajo
Nation tribal filed an ambcus brief the Fou
Circuit court ing the 2014 won of the oy rk for

wﬂb"hﬂﬁuﬁ Patent and Trademark Office, which was previ-
MWWMWMMWIW‘MM

Indians’ desire for seli-d i lated in the United
Niﬁmhlw!hnmﬂwﬁdﬁdldmhwlnlndhmd
a diverse world where different peoples and their culiures can flourish in

settings of equality and respect.
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