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The band of exposed limestone Se 3
that occurs here in the Oparara Valley e
(rarely more than 800 metres wide) ;
runs for almost the entire length of the Oparara River.

Oparara River
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thwsiream) flowing through the Te An 2 ~
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originates from Lake Orbell in the Murchison Mountains G

I'he Te Anau Glowworm Caves (250 metres long) are the lower part of 1
much larger Aurora Caves system. This system (6.7 kilometres) comprises {oﬁﬁ
levels of interconnecting passages.

The Aurora Caves system, carved i
reaction, is dated at 30-35 millior
is still continuing.

n limestone by water erosion and chemical
1 years old. This process of cave formation

The lower and more recently formed Te Anau Glowworm Caves section is
dated at less than 12,000 years old, making it young in geological terms.
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Rainfall,
millimetres/year

Invercargill €
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Central Otago
rain shadow

Key saline localities:

S = Springvale

CR = Chapman Road
SSL = Sutton Salt Lake
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Located in in the region
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From the caves, a 2-km walk leads you through a picturesque karst limestone landscape
across farmland and regenerating bush to a point where you can take in the magnificent
views. Within the entrance to the caves themselves, you will find stalactites, stalagmites

and glow worms. “
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The limestone is moderately hard and fine grained and
composed of around 80% calcium carbonate. It is a coarse
rock, composed of foraminifera (tiny calcareous sea
dwelling creatures) and broken shell fragments, with many
recognisable fossils. It probably formed as a shell bank in a
shallow sea, thus preserving its structure.

Acid dissolved in percolating groundwater has slowly
sculpted the caves, which now form a magnificent cavern,
easily accessible near the entrance. Take care around the
entrance as the rock can be slippery where water dripping
from stalactites has left a wet film on the rock below.
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