Tomas Kana: Terminology in and around diminutives

Czech diminutive suffixes

SlaviCorp, Prague
24th —26th September 2018

Masculine Feminine Neuter

-ek 575 -ka 430 -ko 90
-ik / -ejk 109/6 -icka / -icka 233 /2 -ificko 58
-icek / -ejéek 77 /5 -ecka 21 -dtko 45
-ka 8 -inka / -inka 12 /17 -tko (from -dlo) 23
-ecek 44 -Cicka, -ticka 2,2 -délko/-dylko 19
-dnek 8 -0- = -U- 8 -ecko 12
-déek 7 -e/énka 5/5 -atecko 6
-inek 3 -ina 5 -inko 6
-ec 3 -uska 4 -oucko 6
-ounek 1 -ulenka, -ulinka 2,2 -e/énko 1
-ousek 1 -unka 1
-ina 1 -inecka 1

-rle 1

And about 204 with prefix pidi-

Not used:

Masculine: -ec (chlapec), -ének ("chlapének)

Feminine: -ice ("lahvice), -enec¢ka ("maménecka), -cenka (*babcenka — see SSJC), -¢inka (“chvilcinka), -

dnka (only names Maridnka)

Neuter: -é, -ce, -ousko

Specific suffixes: -ecek, -dcek, -icek, -dnek, -inek, Cicka, -ticka, -inecka, -inka, -ulinka, -uska, -itko,-

dtko, -atecko, -oucko, -inko, -enko

Aspecific suffixes: -ek (balkonek, *bilek) , -ik (buftik, *knoflik), -ec (houfec, *livanec) -ka (brdska,
klobdska, *naivka, *nddivka), -ecka (knizecka, *svdfecka), -icka (chvilicka $jednicka), -ina (hol&ina,
Skapradina), -ko (lanko, *efko), , -¢ko (mistec¢ko, *hécko)

Examples of diminutive forms without diminutive meaning

bavinka [cotton®™]

=~ | cotton cord

berli¢ka [crutch®M]

u

crutch, handrail

brambdrek [potato®™M]

u

chip

feferonka [pepper®™]

u

Pepper, pepperoni, jalapefios

jednotfidka [one-classroomP™]

u

one-room school(house)

kahdnek [(oil) lamp®™]

u

(monocolocate) hang by a thread

kalhotky [pants®™, trousers®™] ~ | underpants
konicek [horse®™] =~ | hobby
lékdrnicka [pharmacy®™] ~ | first-aid kit
maridsek [(Virgin)Marry®™] ~ | puppet

mejdlic¢ko [soap®M]

U

(hotel-soap-like sweet)

ofezdvdtko [sharpener®™] ~ | sharpener
pusinka [mouth®™, kissP™] =~ | meringue
schodek [step®™ ~ | deficit

téZitko [weight®™?]

=~ | paperweight
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Semantic fields (selection):

Biology: bezinka, bojinek, brusinka, cibulka, fialka, hefrmdnek, hofecek, hiebicek, hvozdik, chudobka,
krucinka, limetka, maceska, materidouska, mecik, moruska, narciska, pantoflicek, paznehtik, pestik,
psinecek, repka, sedmikrdska, vranecek

Zoology: andulka, bazilisek, béldsek, Cizek, fretka, ibisek, jeZek, krahulik, kralik, krtek, lasicka,
lodénka, mlynarik, modrdsek, papousek, rybénka, sardelka, stonoZka, sycek, sykorka, , tfasofitka,
vajicko, vazka, veverka, ZeZulka, Zlutdsek

Fashion: andélicek, dynko, fértusek, gumicka, kabelka, kalhotky, labuténka, limec, lodicka, maslicka,
motylek, pdsek, patka, pésina, pésinka, polobotka, ponozka, poutko, prymek, pricesek, rukdavec,
sponka, sdatek, tilko, tvrddsek, Zinka, Zivitek

Food: biftek, brambdrek, brcko, bucek, bulka, cukrdtko, cukrovinka, dalamdnek, drobinka, feferonka,
herinek, hidvka, houska, hranolek, hrnek, hilka, chlebicek, jednohubka, konvicka, kopecek, kosicek,
kulicka, kirka, kvdsek, lahtdka, ledridcek, lizatko, loupdcek, louskdcek, lysohldvka, mejdlicko,
minutka, moucka, oplatek, polni¢ek, prkynko, pusinka, rakvicka, rohlik, rolka, slamka, strouzek,
strivko, syrec, sdlek, spekacek, tabulka, tasticka, trubicka, tvarizZek, tycCinka, ubrousek

Medicine: bradka, brisko, cévka, ¢éska, Cipek, kandlek, kladivko, korunka, koutek, krcek, kistka,
lebka, lopatka , lunetka, lGzko, mustek , panenka, pilulka, platicko, plotynka, prdsek, sSisinka, tabletka,
uzdicka, Zilka

Typography: cdrka, ¢ldnek, Ctvrtka, hlavicka, hvézdicka, kolek, kolonka, latinka, pomicka, Fdadek,
radka, sloupec, sloupek, stranka, stitek, titulek

Industry, products: bavinka, blikdtko, bombicka, cdstecka, cdstice, Cistitko, délidlo, desticka, dusitko,
hlinka, kddinka, kachlicka, kontrolka, kropitko, krystalka, lanko, lavi¢ka, lehdtko, lestitko, maticka,
mavdtko, mlynek, mrizka, muska, oliivko, perko, rucicka, riditka, sluchdtko, stiskdtko, strojek, strelka,
Skrtatko, soupdtko, tézZitko, tlacitko, ukazovdtko, vdlecek , voditko, zahradka

Specification in the opposite direction

kvas ferment Gdrung

kvdsek sour dough Sauerteig

Cistidlo polish Reinigungsmittel
Cistitko cleaner Reiniger
chrastidlo® death rattle ? (hier augmentative)
chrastitko rattle Rassel

kukadlo eye Auge, Kullerauge
kukdtko glass, peephole Fernrohr, Guckloch
napindk shoe-tree Holzbiigel
napindcek pin Reifsnagel

plivadlo spit sink Spuckbecken
plivatko spitoon Spuckschale
razidlo seal Seiegelstempel
razitko stamp Stempel

sluchadlo earplug Hérgeridit
sluchdtko headphone Kopfhérer

Back-formation:

Diminutive form is more common, base is a term

dalamdadnek [roll, bagel]

- dalamdn [bagel]

loupdcek [croissant] - loupdk [croissant]
feferonka [pepper] -> feferona [pepper]
CiZek [finch] - ¢iZ [finch]

sycek [little owl] -> syc [little owl]



