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The Sin and Merit of Killing a Tiger: 

 
 

 
[Brno]1O  

 

2

 

3 -

                                                            
1  Acknowledgment: This publication was made possible with the support of the Czech 
Science Foundation within the project GA19-07619S: Mongolian ritual manuscripts in a 
Czech collection: their edition, history and Central Asian roots. The author expresses his 

(1945 2020) and S. Baldaa (1932 2015).  
2 This development is usually viewed by the former herders as a natural evolvement. 

 
3 
For the Modern Mongolian (transcribed from Cyrillic or dialectical forms) a simple Latin 
transcription (using x  for the Cyrillic x,    ,       ) is 
applied, while the references are typed in Cyrillic. Frequent Mongolian terms (Uriankhai, 
Zakhchin, Khalkha, khan) are written according to the English orthography. 
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-
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- - -

- - 4 

 

                                                            
1 This paper does not intend to investigate mentions about tigers in the Mongolian cultural 
area from the biological point of view, but exclusively for their cultural and religious 
connotations. Historic range of the Caspian Tiger (Panthera tigris virgata) included the 
Tianshan area in the present Xinjiang (till the 1960s) and records of its sporadic occurrence 
outside of normal range in the 19th 20th centuries include the wider area of the Mongolian 
Altai Range. Driscoll, C. A. et al.: Mitochondrial Phylogeography Illuminates the Origin of 
the Extinct Caspian Tiger and Its Relationship to the Amur Tiger. PLOS One 4/1 (2009): 
e4125, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2624500/  (accessed 25th September 
2020), figure 1. It is unlikely that the Uriankhai narratives of the encounter with the tiger 
would confuse tiger with an irbis (snow leopard, Classical Mong. irbis, Khalkha irves, 
Panthera uncia), because despite its presently vulnerable conservation status it is still known 
to almost every herder and during the Qing dynasty irbis skins were in small amounts 
regularly submitted to the imperial court. (For example a list of sables, foxes, red squirrels, 
irbises, lynxes, corsac foxes and vulture feathers from individual Uriankhai groups in 1759 
(in Manchu); 2 irbis skins (yarha sukû) were submitted by meyiren-
skins by bügüde- -a 
Archives of China, sign. 03-0177-1752-013). 
2   [Interpretation of Mongolian 

167. 
3 Further referred according the original publications. 
4 - -yin oyilaburi [Survey of the Mongolian customs]. 

-un arad-un keblel-ün qoriy-a, Kökeqota 1981, p. 263.
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- 1  

-  

 

-
2

                                                            
1 - -yin oyilaburi pp. 263. 
2 Bürintegüs (editor-in-chief): -yin nebterkei toli  -in boti 

-
-ün keblel-ün qoriy-a, Kökeqota 1997. 
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- - - -

- - 1 

-

2

 

 

-
                                                            
1 Bürintegüs: Mong -yin nebterkei toli p. 940. 
2 Toxom: a saddle-cloth or cushion usually of felt, which protects the horse under the saddle 
(actually under the gölöm saddle-cloth).  
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1 Bürintegüs: Mong -yin nebterkei toli p. 940. 
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-

 and, logically, it 1  

-

- -

- - -

-

                                                            
1 Hucker, Charles O.: A dictionary of official titles in imperial China. Stanford University 
Press, Stanford 1985, p. 257. Qing shi gao (Zhao Erxun : Qing shi gao  [Draft 
History of Qing]. First published between 1928 1930. Quoted according the online edition at 
https://ctext.org/wiki.pl?if=gb&res=98755&remap=gb, accessed 25th September 2020) 
mentions that in 1684 the General of Heilongjiang (Qar-a mören- ula i 
jianggiyûn / Heilongjiang jiangjun ) sent 40 skilled Manchu hunters to Kangxi 

- Qing shi gao, chapter Zhi 92 
). Confirmed by another record in chapter Zhi 105 (  

1684], the Tiger-hunting brigade was formed from good equestrian archers sent by the 

) Chapter Zhi 65 ( ) dealing with the Muran imperial hunting 
grounds mentions the year 1694 as the year of establishment of the Tiger-hunting Brigade. 
For example in Qing shi lu, records about the tiger hunting in reference to the Tiger-hunting 
Brigade are extremely scarce (for example a record of 19th October 1816 ( 21
8 29 ); Qing shi lu , online edition of the 
Academia Sinica 
http://hanchi.ihp.sinica.edu.tw/mqlc/hanjishilu?@2^894828662^807^^^70211011000903250
0010027^1@@1086717895#top (accessed 27th September 2020).  
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1 Nidü- - -

- -  -
-a kikü- -a: Mende  Bayankesig: Ögeled-  ili-yin 

-e siyan-u ögeled-ün yosun yabudal [Folk customs of Ööleds  traditions of the 
-e siyan in Ili]. Ündüsüten-ü keblel-ün qoriy-

221. 
2 Their ancestors very probably inhabiting the wider area of the Altai Range even before the 
Qing conquest, but at least a part of them underwent a short move to the vicinity of 
Ulaangom in 1750s. 
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1

2

3

 

                                                            
1 In the oral tradition called usually Ix xüree. The banner monastery was mostly nomadizing 

Ix 
xüree changed many temporal seats along the Bulgan river including a lo

Probably in 1920s another monastery called popularly Baga xüree separated from the Ix 
xüree. In 1930 1931 the monastery moved with the majority of the banner population to 

1934 eventually returned to 
Bulgan and functioned in a limited extent until persecution in 1938. (According my research 
of the local oral tradition. A short entry about the monastery with photos of the present view 
of 
http://www.mongoliantemples.org/en/component/domm/226?view=oldtemplemn, accessed 
26th  September 2020.) 
2 2017), this protective 
deity was Gombo burxan  
3 Magsariin Erencen (1942 2019), herder in bag Ulaanxus, sum Bulgan. His mother was 
named Düüdei and was a daughter of Marg. She was one of three children of Marg together 
with her sister Diidl and one brother, who died at age of 24. Marg belonged to the Ax sumun 
administrative unit within the Baruun Amban Banner and to the clan (elkin/elken) Oriyas. 
Erencen himself knew only the simple information, that his grandfather killed a tiger, the skin 
of which was later kept in the monastery, but he could not tell the story of his hunt in detail. 
Interview with Erencen on 17th June 2018, Number of recording: 180617_006. 
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1 
to one question several times, considers the topic from many angles, and in specific examples 
repeats his or her opinion several times, by which he or she also emphasizes the important 
information. The informant can unexpectedly return to the beginning and then go back again 
to the last point of the speech act. The way of communicating is like circling freely around 
the heart o Metaphors and Nomads. Charles University 

Triton, Prague 2006, p. 25. 
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-

                                                            
1  Recorded by the author from R. th June 2018, number of recording 
180615_021. 

2 References in the historical oral narrative to the facts of the present (genealogical links to 
living people, links to specific places known to the listeners) are an important feature of the 
oral tradition of local history. 
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1 Probably a variant or mistake ): dragon, garuda, 
lion and tiger, a popular quaternion in the Mongolian iconography symbolizing strength, 
bravery, fortitude and protection ( -

 -
https://mongoltoli.mn/search.php?opt=1&ug_id=34884, 

05.11.2020). 
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2

                                                            
1 Recorded from S. Baldaa on 13th May 2014, number of recording: videotape No. 19, 
minutes 05:23 06:50. 
2  
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2  

 

-

                                                            
1  The original area of the Baruun Amban Banner was reaching the river Öröngö by its 
southern edge. According to the oral tradition, people from the banner were serving in the 
vicinity of the Öröngö lake (today called Ulungur Lake / Wulungu Hu , Fuhai 
County, Xinjiang, China) probably in border crews.  
2 Apparently, the skin was given to the monastery for the lamas to perform protective rituals 
against the negative influence of the tiger.  
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1 

-

2  

3

                                                            
1  Cases from the oral tradition of Altai Uriank

Historie a orální tradice Altajských Uriancha  [History and oral 
tradition of Altai Uriankhais] (Ph.D. diss., Charles University, 2019), accessible online 
https://is.cuni.cz/webapps/zzp/detail/147127/, p. 167. 
2 Recorded from S. Baldaa on 13th May 2014, number of recording: videotape No. 19, from 
minutes 06:51. 
3 According to Baasanxüü and Batmönx (2011: 188) animals with the black trace are irbis, 
lynx, fox and wolverine. 
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3

4

5

-

                                                            
1 wcsaa ömseed tendeer odaad 
sang tawiad, mürgeed, odaa mand muu yum bitkee kiiten geed, xamgiin yawsan jam ni xar 
baidag. Ibidem, from minutes 04:37. 
2 - of the Autonomous period. The banner included the area of the 
present-day sums Buyant, Altai, Bugat and Sagsai in Bayan-Ölgii aimag. 
3 Since 1887 settled on the northern bank of Sagsai river within the current Sagsai sum 
(Bayan-Ölgii aimag). Mongolian Temples project: 
https://www.mongoliantemples.org/index.php/en/component/domm/228?view=oldtemplemn 
(accessed 20th September 2020). 
4 This governor of the oral tradition cannot be identified with any of known governors of the 
banner (who were bearing parallelly the function of sula amban supervising four banners of 
the Left wing of Altai Uriankhais). 
5  [Works about Altai 
Uriank
22. 
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Acknowledgment: This publication was made possible with the support of the Czech 

                                                            
1 Dugar jaisan is considered the founder and first incarnation of the tulku lineage of the 
Amarbuyant monastery, presently in Bayan-Öndör sum, Bayanxongor aimag. Monography 

. 
2  Humphrey, Caroline: Vital force: the story of Dugar Jaisang and popular views of 
Mongolian-Tibetan Relations from Mongolian perspectives. In: The Mongolia-Tibet Interface. 
Opening New Research Terrains in Inner Asia. Ed. by U. Bulag & H. Dienberger, Brill, 
Leiden 2007, p. 160. 
3 For example the first governor of the Baruun Amban Banner participated in the imperial 
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