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This paper presents findings of a comparative study carried out in Poland and the Czech Republic, 
which analysed the societal attitudes towards migration and migrants in Europe. Our research 
shows that the reaction to migration in Poland and the Czech Republic constitutes a reversed 
(bottom up) securitisation. Moreover, contrary to the majority of security challenges where the 
immediate threats are understood to be more dangerous than those placed in a distant future, 
when it comes to securitised migration, the threat projection increases the further into the future 
it is cast, and immediacy loses its potency as a catalyst. Societal discourses on migration foresee a 
dismal future which becomes more and more dystopian with the passing time. 

1. Introduction 

M o v e m e n t belongs to the fundamenta l on to log i ca l theories essential bo th from the perspect ive o f h u m a n h is tory (Castles et a l . , 

2009) and the h u m a n future. It is genera l ly accepted that freedom of movement is a de te rminant and, at the same time, a c ond i t i on for 

the d y n a m i c deve lopment o f h u m a n communi t i e s , just as o n the other h a n d , incumbent , long- term settlement, and i nab i l i t y or 

re luctance to move are somet imes regarded as symptoms o f stagnant and h inde red deve lopment. 

In the last decade, w e wi tnessed increased m i g ra t i on f lows from the M i d d l e East and A f r i ca ; the vast major i ty o f these migrants 

headed for Europe . In 2015 , w h e n this wave o f m i g ra t i on peaked, the top ic of m i g ra t i on was one o f the most sal ient triggers that had 

the power to d i v i d e w h o l e societies and dom ina t ed the pub l i c debate for qu i te an extended per iod . A s data f r om var ious sources show 

(Me l t zer et a l . , 2017) , European att i tudes towards m ig ra t i on were rather negative. However , there are some differences be tween the 

" o l d " and " n e w " parts of the European U n i o n (EU) (Bandel j & G ibson , 2020 ; Boomgaarden & de Vreese, 2007 ; V i e t en & Poyn t ing , 

2016) . In our paper, w e l ook spec i f ica l ly at Cent ra l and Eastern Europe to ana lyze the societa l att i tudes towards m i g ra t i on and m i 

grants outs ide o f the h i s to r i ca l l y g rounded " K o d a k m o m e n t " o f here and now , w h i c h is preva lent for the major i ty o f scho larsh ip on 

mig ra t i on . O n the contrary , w e focus o n h o w people i n P o l a n d and the Czech Repub l i c (Czechia) unders tand and see migrants i n the 

context o f the future. By exp lo r ing h o w the v i s ions of a future society have been fo rmula ted i n the societa l discourses on m i g ra t i on i n 

P o l a n d and Czech ia , w e ident i fy the forecasts made w i t h regard to this phenomenon . 1 

To tack le this research puzz le , w e used the concept o f secur i t i zed m ig ra t i on (Aa lberg et a l . , 2012 ; C i t r i n & Sides, 2008 ; Esses et a l . , 
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1 Please note that our research predates the current war-induced migration from Ukraine to Poland and the Czech Republic. 
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2017; Lucassen & Lubbers , 2012 ; S n i d e r m a n et a l . , 2004) as a spr ingboard for our theor i z ing th rough w h i c h w e deve loped our m a i n 
argument. B u i l d i n g o n the ex is t ing l i terature, w e ref ine the concep tua l i za t i on o f secur i t i zed m ig ra t i on by incorpora t ing the t empora l 
d imens i on , w h i c h prov ides a bigger p ic ture o f the phenomenon . 

Our research shows that the reac t ion to m i g ra t i on i n P o l a n d and the Czech Repub l i c constitutes a reversed (bottom-up) secur i t i 
zat ion. Spec i f i ca l ly , rac ist anxiet ies about h o w popu la t ions w i l l ' change ' are projected in to the future as rac i a l i z ed migrants are no t yet 
establ ished there. Th is reveals the re la t i on between anxiet ies about m i g ra t i on and the anxiet ies about race . 2 Moreove r , cont rary to the 
major i ty o f securi ty chal lenges where immed ia t e threats are unders tood to be more dangerous than those expected i n the d istant future 
w h e n it comes to secur i t i zed m ig ra t i on , the threat pro ject ion (exacerbated b y bo th the el ites and media ) increases the further in to the 
future i t is cast. W e conc lude that the societal narrat ives o n m ig ra t i on are forecasts, w h i c h m a k e ne i ther t ru th no r exp lanatory c la ims, 
and therefore can be c lassi f ied as dystopias (Bergman et a l . , 2010) . W h i l e these ' speculat ive imag ina t i ons ' (Slaughter, 1998 , p. 30) do 
not pre tend to be accurate or bother to offer c ompe l l i n g exp lanat ions as to the " w h y s ? " of the env i s ioned scenarios, they foresee a 
d i sma l future. Our f indings are based o n a series o f focus groups ca r r i ed out i n bo th countr ies . 

In wha t fo l lows, w e discuss h o w m ig ra t i on can be unders tood th rough the lens o f secur i t i za t ion theory. Th is theoret ica l f rame is 
supplemented w i t h a descr ip t ion of our s tudy 's me thodo log i ca l design. Last ly , a case study is presented, f o l l owed by a d iscuss ion o f the 
f indings. 

2. Securitizing the future 

Secur i ty c an be unders tood as a phenomenon not sole ly ev ident f r om a mate r i a l d i s t r i bu t i on o f power but as a soc ia l ly constructed 
phenomenon ex is t ing w i t h i n soc ia l structures (posit ions o f author i ty ) , whe reby those i n power conv ince the i r audience that there is 
someth ing to be feared (a threat that must be affectively recognized, in te rna l i zed , and responded to). Th is approach , w h i c h has become 
impor tant i n securi ty theory, places heavy emphasis o n society as the focal po in t o f securi ty concerns. One of the fundamenta l as
sumpt ions is that the state and the society " o f the same peop l e " are two di f ferent th ings (Buzan et a l . , 1990 , p. 119) , w i t h the latter able 
to reproduce i tsel f independent l y o f the state and even i n oppos i t i on to i t . M o r e impor tan t l y , w i t h respect to the argument presented 
here, a l ack o f societa l secur i ty also enhances the d iscrepancy between the state and the society or, more precise ly , be tween the society 
and the po l i t i c a l elites. Th is is unders tandab le w h e n one considers that the elites and the genera l pub l i c pursue different logics, w i t h 
the elites more c lose ly l i n k e d to the state and the pub l i c to the society (Waever et a l . , 1993) . El i tes are bo th compar tmenta l i z ed and 
strat i f ied, w h i c h means that they can be d i v i d e d in to dif ferent groups (e.g., po l i t i c a l , e conomic , cu l tu ra l or in te l l ec tua l elites) and f o rm 
d is t inc t i ve ne tworks o n different levels (for deta i l ed overv i ew see Bartoszewicz , 2019a) . S im i l a r l y , the pub l i c is far f r om mono l i th i c 
either. A t the same t ime, i t demonstrates a un i f i ed be long ing expressed th rough the w i l l ingness to defend i tse l f against in te rna l or 
external threats. However , Wa t son observes (2009, p. 19) that there is no consensus o n h o w po l i t i c a l co l lect ives come to v i e w 
themselves as threatened due to v a r y ing percept ions of s im i la r externa l c i rcumstances. For this reason, he bel ieves that w h e n it comes 
to po l i t i c a l co l l ec t iv i t i es such as societies insecur i ty cannot s imp ly be reduced to subject ive ly h e l d feelings but shou ld be based on 
considerat ions h o w threats are intersubject ive ly establ ished through argumenta t ion and persuas ion. Th is angle also reflects h o w soc ia l 
rea l i ty is cont ingent on h o w o rd inary people t h i n k and ta lk about securi ty ( Van Ry thoven , 2015) . 

W i t h i n the societa l secur i ty frame, w e use the theory o f secur i t i za t ion , w h i c h prov ides ins ight in to the in f luence of securi ty issues i n 
state po l i c y -mak ing (Buzan et a l . , 1998) . The theory suggests that a securi ty issue passes over t ime f r om non-po l i t i c i za t i on to po l i t -
i c i z a t i on to secur i t i za t ion (Ba lzacq, 2 0 1 1 ; Emmers , 2013) . A t first, the non-po l i t i ca l issue moves in to the pub l i c po l i c y f ie ld , to be 
secur i t i zed w h e n f ramed as a threat that requires ex t raord inary measures, b reak ing c lass ica l po l i t i c a l rules (Bartoszewicz , 2016 ) . The 
theory consists o f several const i tuent e lements: referent object, secur i t i z ing actor, secur i t i z ing move , and an audience. A referent object 
is a specif ic ent i ty that experiences an ex is tent ia l threat but must surv ive at any cost. A classic example is a state whose te r r i to r ia l 
integr i ty is under attack. The ex is tent ia l threat is the secur i t i za t ion trigger. Secur i t i z ing actors are those i nd i v i dua l s or fact ions able to 
raise an a l a rm or, i n the theory ' s t e rmino logy , per fo rm a secur i t i z ing move . Th is is usua l l y made v i a w h a t Str i t ze l (2014) , p. 23) ca l ls " a 
par t i cu la r g r ammar of secur i ty , " i.e., pub l i c speech acts addressed to an audience. However , a securi ty speech act does not const i tute a 
secur i t i za t ion ; i t on l y represents an attempt to present an issue as a securi ty threat (Bourbeau, 2 0 1 1 , p. 45) . The last e lement plays a 
c r i t i c a l ro le : the audience is supposed to agree or disagree w i t h the secur i t i z ing actors (most often, po l i t i c ians ) that the referent object 
is endangered and permi t or reject the impos i t i on of ex t raord inary measures. Thus , the co-dependency o f agency and context (Balzacq 
2011 ; L enz -Raymann , 2014) is captured b y the m u t u a l cons t i tu t i on of the p l aus ib i l i t y o f the proposed future. A consensus or con
troversy between a secur i t i z ing actor and the audience inf luences the secur i t i za t ion results because the structure o f secur i t i za t ion 
depends on the cor re la t i on be tween the elements. 

It is , therefore, ev ident that the concept o f secur i t i za t ion is concentrated on the re la t ionsh ip be tween the secur i t i z ing actor a n d the 
audience. Classic studies o f the secur i t i za t ion process show that i t usua l l y has a t op -down structure whereby the po l i t i c a l el ites in i t ia te 
the process, and the society is a passive rece iver (Bartoszewicz , 2019b) . However , th is d y n a m i c can be cha l l enged and reversed w h e n 
the audience per forms secur i t i z ing moves and strongly inf luences e l i te secur i t i z ing actors. Bourbeau (2011) suggests that the prevalent 
unders tand ing o f the ro le of the audience is m is l ead ing because i t approaches the sequence o f the secur i t i za t ion process i n a u n i d i 
r ec t i ona l fashion i n w h i c h the audience stands on l y at the very end and does not incorpora te the poss ib i l i t y o f feedback and m u l t i -
d i r ec t i ona l i t y between secur i t i z ing agents and audiences that are at the core of the secur i t i za t ion. Aga ins t this focus on audiences ' mere 

2 The authors would like to thank the anonymous reviewer for bringing this idea to our attention. 
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" a p p r o v a l " capab i l i t y , Bourbeau puts f o rward a construct iv is t approach that acknowledges the po l ymorphous character o f power by 
p rob l emat i z ing the enab l ing and/or cons t ra in ing in f luence o f contextua l factors such as the mass or popu la r audience, w h i c h i n his 
v i ew c o u l d induce secur i t i za t ion by enab l ing the secur i t i z ing actor to m a k e secur i ty speech acts. The ro le reversal means that the 
securi ty in i t i a t i v e moves to the audience (Bartoszewicz , 2021 ) . The e l i te 's ab i l i t y to in f luence or change the process is weak, and the 
secur i t i z ing actors "at the t o p " r e m a i n under pressure to accept the audience 's v i s i on o f the securi ty p rob l em. In this case, the audience 
can e i ther in f luence the t rad i t i ona l secur i t i z ing actors or secur i t ize the issue by i tse l f i n a struggle against the elites. To put i t b lunt l y , 
the audience seizes the secur i t i z ing in i t ia t i ve . 

W e c l a i m that the reac t ion to m i g ra t i on issue i n P o l a n d and the Czech Repub l i c constitutes a reversed (bottom-up) secur i t i za t ion 
whereby society securit izes specif ic issues (e.g., mass i m m i g r a t i o n , Is lamisat ion, an increase i n foreigners or Überfremdung, European 
integrat ion) and become the agents o f secur i t i za t ion. In our approach , the audience (society) is cons idered an act ive agent, in i t i a t ing 
secur i t i za t ion dynamics v i a ev ident dys top ian narrat ives augmented by the m e d i a to w h i c h po l i t i c ians can (but do not have to) respond 
to, feed off of, and on l y then re inforce and cu l t i va te the societa l hype so that the secur i t i zed becomes the n e w no rma l , the new 
ma ins t r eam po l i c y op t i on . A n d indeed , i t seems that i t is exact ly w h a t happened i n Cent ra l Europe: A s igni f icant number o f far r ight 
and ma ins t r eam po l i t i c a l part ies responded to the ca l l of the pub l i c o p i n i o n and f o l l owed the " w i l l of the c r o w d " to be i n l ine w i t h the i r 
voters ' att i tudes (see the concept of tac t ica l p o p u l i s m discussed b y O r m r o d & Henneberg , 2010) . In other words , they used the op
por tun i t y and i n c luded na t i ona l i sm in to the i r da i l y c o m m u n i c a t i o n . A s a consequence, x enophob ia and perhaps rac i sm became part o f 
the ma ins t r eam (of the new "no rma l " ) i n the V 4 countr ies (Stojarovä, 2018 ; conf. " eve ryday r a c i s m " i n the w o r k s o f Essed, 2002) . 

The second and more c r i t i c a l re f inement to the ex ist ing theory refers to the aspect of threat pro ject ion. The t empora l d imens i on is 
inex t r i cab ly t i ed to a d ynami c of threats and connected w i t h the sense o f urgency (Buzan & Hansen , 2009 , p. 12) brought about by the 
now. Threats that are encroach ing on the n o w are somehow genera l ly unders tood to be more dangerous than those re ferr ing to some 
distant future. In a canon i ca l de f in i t i on , U l l m a n (1983) wr i tes that a threat " i s an ac t ion or sequence of events that threatens dras t i ca l l y 
and over a relatively brief span of time [emphasis added] to degrade the qua l i t y o f l i fe for the inhabi tants of a state." In i t ia l l y , accord ing 
to W i l l i a m s (2007) , d iscuss ing threats i n mate r i a l terms was meant to enable a reasoned d iscourse a round them. Broaden ing and 
deepening the f ie ld , scholars have focused on i n c l u d i n g non-phys i ca l threats in to the invento ry o f per i ls and encapsulat ing as b road a 
range of non -mi l i t a r y dangers to humans as poss ib le (Ba in , 2006 ; H o u g h et a l . , 2015) , rather than cons ider ing t empora l stretching to 
account for poss ib le future threats faced b y ind i v i dua l s and communi t i es . 

Usua l l y , regardless whe ther conce i ved as no rmat i v e threats (Creppe l l , 2011) or t rad i t i ona l phys i ca l dangers, bo th in t e rna l and 
external r isks ga in p rominence w i t h increased immed iacy . In other words , the c loser a n d more pervas ive the threat is t empora l l y , the 
more serious a danger i t represents. Interest ingly, i n the context o f secur i t i zed m ig ra t i on , i m m e d i a c y loses its potency as a catalyst. O n 
the contrary , the ev ident dys top ian narrat ives ind ica te that w h e n the danger is r emoved i n t ime, i t on l y enhances the grav i ty o f the 
issue. Th is counter - in tu i t i ve secur i t i za t ion of the future is h i g h l y pecu l iar , render ing m ig ra t i on very interest ing, i f not un ique , i n this 
regard. 

Outs ide o f crises, m i g ra t i on is a s low onset phenomenon embedded i n a con t inuous ly e vo l v ing soc io -cu l tura l m i l i e u . In its t empora l 
dynamics , m i g ra t i on is inherent l y future-or iented. Hence , consequences of m i g ra t i on tempora l i t i es offer impor tan t ins ights that m igh t 
be g leaned f rom ref lect ing o n the secur i ty vu lnerab i l i t i es that u n d e r p i n them. W e argue that for the societal audience, w h i l e the threat 
of m i g ra t i on does not or ig inate f r om a specif ic p lace (Da l Lago & Pa l i dda , 2010 , p. 105) and is bo th mate r i a l and normat i ve , its 
per i lousness on l y increases w i t h t ime - i n contrast to the major i ty of other conven t i ona l dangers. Pa radox i ca l l y , whe re m ig ra t i on is 
concerned, the further in to the future, the more severe the issue becomes. Th is threat percept ion is based o n the be l ie f that Eastern 
Europe is " b e h i n d " its Western counterparts (Hägen, 2003 ) . S u c h a perspect ive pos i t ions the reg ion i n the core-per ipher ies h ierat ic 
re la t ionsh ip w i t h the Western member states o f the European U n i o n . The fate of the " im i t a t i v e pe r ipher i es " East encapsulates, thus, the 
copycat post -1989 mode rn i za t i on efforts accepted b y the major i ty o f the reg ion 's el ites after the fa l l o f c o m m u n i s m . Th is reveals 
another d imens i on o f the " r e t u r n to E u r o p e " project, encompass ing not on l y the adopt i on o f the Wes te rn governance style and eco
n o m i c rules and membersh ip i n Wes te rn inst i tut ions but also a r e tu rn to a shared European future. The need to " c a t ch u p " to the West 
bo th po l i t i ca l l y , e conomica l l y but also i n soc io -cu l tura l terms means that the Western Europe "present " becomes i n this pro jec t ion a 
proo f o f the future threat that Eastern Europe w i l l inev i tab ly face. 

3. Research design and methodology: phenomenology of the future 

Soc ia l cons t ruc t i v i sm set this per imeter of our research centered a r ound not so m u c h onto logy and i nqu i r y in to w h a t is rea l i ty but 
ep is temology and the quest ion o f h o w w e interpret rea l i ty . The exper ience becomes a (social ly ) shared story that can be shared w i t h 
others. Th is key ro le i n the in terpre ta t ion o f meanings makes h u m a n tales, stories, narrat ives - or ways of unders tand ing rea l i ty - the 
p r i m a r y area o f analys is amoun t ing to a "nar ra t i v e t u r n " i n po l i t i c a l sciences. However , w h i l e i t is th rough narrat ives that people make 
sense i n a chaot ic stream of experience, they are not an a l ternat ive to t ru th or rea l i ty but rather to the w a y i n w h i c h this t ru th or rea l i ty 
is presented. To unders tand the dynamics b eh ind the societal approach to m i g ra t i on i n bo th countr ies , w e conduc ted a series of Focus 
Group Interv iews (FGIs). Th is me thod , r e l y ing o n group dynamics , a l l owed us to examine the att i tudes and - at least pa r t i a l l y - u n 
derstand the perspectives, construct ions, not ions , and interpretat ions of m i g ra t i on among Czech and P o l i s h c i t i zens a lbe i t w i thou t 
sanct ion ing it. 

3 
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In to ta l , w e o rgan i zed eight focus groups (four i n the Czech Repub l i c and four i n P o l a n d 0 ) . Our respondents d i d not k n o w the exact 
topic o f ou r research. A l l o f t hem were recru i ted b y the i r age (younger vs. o lder respondents) and res idence (big c i ty vs. sma l l c i t i es/ 
vi l lages) . W e also cont ro l l ed for the i r educa t i on - a l l of t hem h a d e i ther secondary or h igher educat ion . However , w e de l ibera t i ve ly 
dec ided not to con t ro l for gender (even though the groups were re la t i ve ly ba lanced i n terms o f gender compos i t ion ) and the i r i n i t i a l 
att i tudes t owa rd mig ra t i on . W h i l e w e are aware o f the gendered var iance i n m i g ra t i on discourses (Pessar & M a h l e r , 2003 ) , the reason 
for that was our effort to re ly on par t i a l l y r andomised " n a t u r a l groups o f peop le . " Our approach to recru i tment has p a i d off as a l l the 
discussions were d y n a m i c and v ibrant . In a l l the groups, supporters and opponents of accept ing migrants met, and the structure o f 
interact ions o f our respondents resembled those i n the pub l i c/med ia/po l i t i c a l sphere. Therefore, ou r dec i s i on to w o r k w i t h 
semi-heterogeneous groups o f respondents brought us so l id results. A l so , the number of sessions was more than sufficient; a pat tern i n 
the respondents ' t h i n k i n g emerged almost immed ia t e l y , as suggested by the l i t erature o n the subject (Guest et a l . , 2017 ; H e n n i n k et a l . , 
2019) . W e reached narrat i ve saturat ion after the second session i n bo th countr ies ; the mean ing saturat ion, however , was ach ieved a 
l i t d e b i t later, but no later than after the t h i r d session. 

Each focus group consisted o f six to e ight respondents and was l ed by a profess ional modera tor w h o f o l l owed a scr ipt cove r ing 
var ious aspects o f percept ions o f m i g ra t i on and re lated issues: the genera l image o f a mig rant i n var ious contexts (mora l , security, 
economic , cu l tura l ) , the i r personal experiences w i t h migrants , and last but not least the i r percept ion o f m e d i a coverage o f m i g ra t i on 
and po l i t i c a l responses to chal lenges posed by mig ra t i on . A few project ive techniques we re part o f the session; however , i n some cases, 
they d i d not w o r k w e l l . Fo r example , w e p rompted our respondents to d r a w a migrant or a s ymbo l o f m ig ra t i on , but they refused to do 
i t ( they sa id they c o u l d not draw) and used words instead. Af ter this s i tuat ion was repeated i n the first two focus groups, w e dec ided to 
drop this task altogether. The dura t i on of each focus group meet ing was rough ly 90 m i n , and the d iscussions were recorded for 
subsequent c r i t i c a l na r r a t i v e 4 analys is . W h i l e phenomeno logy is interested i n h o w people exper ience phenomena i n a specif ic context 
and t ime (how they perce ive and ta lk about them), " ra ther than descr ib ing the phenomenon accord ing to a predef ined categor ia l , 
conceptua l , and scienti f ic c r i t e r i a " (P i e tk iew icz & S m i t h , 2012 , p. 362 ) , c r i t i c a l analys is a l lows to m a k e the pos i t i on of the researcher 
more expl ic i t . 

In this paper, w e c i te the translated statements o f the respondents; these are i n quota t i on marks and m a r k e d w i t h the number o f the 
in t e rv i ew they come f rom: W 1 - W 4 for P o l a n d and B1-B4 for the Czech Repub l i c , whereby W l / B l corresponds to y o u n g responders 
(<25 years old) l i v i n g outs ide Warsaw/Brno ; W 2 / B 2 corresponds to y o u n g responders (<25 years old) l i v i n g i n Warsaw/Brno ; W 3 / B 3 
denotes o lder responders (26 + years old) l i v i n g outs ide Warsaw/Brno ; and W 4 / B 4 indicates o lder responders (26 + years old) l i v i n g 
i n Warsaw/Brno . It shou ld be emphas i zed that due to the qua l i ta t i ve nature o f the research, the f ind ings are not representat ive, a n d the 
conc lus ions cannot be reasonably extended to the ent i re popu la t i on i n P o l a n d and the Czech Repub l i c . The qual i f iers used i n the 
analysis , such as " the major i ty o f respondents" or " a sma l l p ropor t i on o f respondents , " are on l y descr ipt ive and ind ica t i ve . Mos t 
impor tan t l y , instead o f annotated paraphrases, i n ha rmony w i t h narrat i ve phenomeno logy , preference is g i ven to quote at l ength i n 
order to let the interv iewees speak for themselves i n an attempt to a vo i d the inadvertent changes i n the mean ing o f the i r wo rds or 
in fus ing them w i t h our interpretat ions and impress ions, creat ing a " p a t c h w o r k " w i t h quotat ions taken out o f context. Thus , the paper 
offers a b i f oca l approach as i t f i rst ly prov ides the v i e w o f the w o r l d th rough the eyes o f the ve ry same i n d i v i d u a l w h o is the subject o f 
the subsequent analysis. 

4. Case study: Societal migration discourses in Poland and the Czech Republic 

The w h o l e Cent ra l and Eastern Europe (CEE) reg ion has r i c h exper ience w i t h i m m i g r a t i o n , and the Czech Repub l i c and P o l a n d are 
no except ion ( IOM, 2020 ) . However , m i g ra t i on has l ong been associated rather negat ive ly w i t h b r a i n d r a i n and a s igni f icant loss i n the 
l o ca l demograph ic , e conomic and cu l tu ra l sectors (G lor ius , 2018 ) . W h i l e some researchers (Stola, 1998) pred ic ted that after E U 
accession, they w o u l d g radua l l y change f r om be ing a source of migrants to a transit count ry and f ina l l y become an i m m i g r a t i o n 
dest inat ion, that never r ea l l y happened. To this day, bo th countr ies r ema in r emarkab l y homogenous i n terms of e thnic , re l ig ious , and 
other m inor i t i e s (Bara et a l . , 2 0 1 3 ; Czech Stat is t ica l Office, 2018 ; European Commiss i on , 2018 ; Statist ics P o l a n d , 2020 ) . The numbers 
of refugees accepted i n bo th countr ies since the cr is is are summar i sed i n Tab le 1. Th is fact is very impor tan t for unders tand ing the 
att itudes that most of our respondents, and w e w i l l r e turn to i t later i n the d iscuss ion. 

However , before w e present and discuss our f indings, i t is useful to p rov ide at least a c rude commenta ry o n the base l ine s i tuat ion i n 
re la t i on to m i g ra t i on i n bo th countr ies . The 2 0 1 5 m i g ra t i on cr is is i n P o l a n d and the Czech Repub l i c was not character i zed by a vast 
number o f i n c o m i n g refugees cross ing the border or app l y ing for pro tec t i on i n those countr ies . Instead, s im i l a r l y to the other V i segrad 

3 In Poland, the research took place on 20-21 November 2019, and on 3 and 14 February 2020 in the Czech Republic. 
4 To analyze the collected material, we used Critical Narrative Analysis, based on the hermeneutics of Paul Ricoeur: With the hermeneutic of trust, 

the researcher recreates and reconstructs meaning - demystifies it through empathic engagement in the process of discovering meaning through the 
fusion of the horizons (researcher and the researched). This hermeneutic assumes respect for the author of the text, whose story is justified in the 
process of understanding. Secondly, the hermeneutic of suspicion is the process of demystifying significance, searching for it under the surface of the 
text since it is never directly given and transparent in this process. Here "the task of the researcher is.to reach the hidden sense, sometimes assuming 
quite radical assumptions, for example, that the significance of the sentence can only be attained through symbolic interpretation" (Soroko, 2007, p. 
201). Finally, the critique of the illusions of the subject accounts for the possible mistake in the process of discovering (and in principle, appro
priating) the meaning recognizing this action as a form of subjectivity in which the scholar reflects their subjectivity to the text so that the 
perspective of the researcher dominates the perspective of the text itself. 
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Table 1 
Number of accepted refugees in Poland and the Czech Republic. 

Refugee acceptances: number of people 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Poland" 1074 11 2 8 5 b 4 430 3 835 3 769 2647 7 252 
Czech Republic 2564 4885 4360 c 2186 d 2054 or 1 922' 19591 1354 

a Boder Guard Headquarters (pol. Komenda Gtówna Stražy Granicznej), Informacja Statystyczna za 2021, https://strazgraniczna.p1/download/l/ 
27 269/Informacjastatystycznaza2021r.pdf 

b Country Report: Poland, The Asylum Information Database, https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AIDA-PL_2020update. 
pdf 

c Czech Republic, 2021, https://www.globaldetentionproject.Org/countries/europe/czech-republic#statistics-data, 
d COUNTRY REPORT IMMIGRATION DETENTION IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC: "WE WILL NOT ACCEPT EVEN ONE MORE REFUGE, 2018, https:// 

www.globaldetentionproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Immigration-Detention-in-the-Czech-Republic-December-2018-Web.pdf  
e https://www.mvcr.cz/migrace/soubor/zprava-o-situaci-v-oblasti-migrace-a-integrace-cizincu-na-uzemi-ceske-republiky-v-roce-2019.aspx  
f Czech Republic Refugee Statistics 1991-20 222 022, https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/CZE/czech-republic/refugee-statistics 

4 countr ies (Hungary and S lovak ia ) , the cr is is was p r i m a r i l y felt i n the meta sphere o f pub l i c debates, m e d i a coverage and later i n the 
po l i t i c a l d iscourse as w e l l . In each country , the p r i m a r y response heav i l y focused o n the secur i t i za t ion o f the issue, w i t h cons iderable 
c r i t i c i sm d i rec ted against the ob l igatory d i s t r i bu t i on scheme put f o rward by the E U and Ge rmany a n d cal ls to reject them. Ne i the r 
P o l a n d no r Czech ia fu l f i l l ed its c o m m i t m e n t i n v o k i n g the r ight o f member states to refuse re loca t ion to i nd i v i dua l s that pose a threat to 
pub l i c order and in t e rna l security. A t the same t ime, i n bo th countr ies an t i - immig ra t i on movements (e.g., Konfederacja and the 
Freedom and Direc t Democracy Par ty , respect ively ) ga ined a n e w footho ld , and an t i - immig ra t i on rhetor ic became no rma l i z ed i n 
po l i t i c a l debates. S imul taneous ly , r ad i ca l r ight a n d most o f the ma ins t r eam part ies as w e l l added a n e w component in to the i r a l ready 
wel l -establ ished p o p u l i s m - na t i ona l i sm (Stojarová, 2018 ) . Emphas is o n pat r io t i sm, the need for (nat ional ) un i t y a n d pro tec t i on o f our 
cu l tu ra l and na t i ona l her i tage became part o f the i r everyday vocabulary . Consequent ly , x enophob i a and perhaps rac i sm were 
ma ins t reamed as we l l . 

The m e d i a coverage of the " m i g r a t i o n c r i s i s " corresponded to this: the major i ty o f the most r ead m e d i a chose a negat ive f raming 
and m i g ra t i on was por t rayed as a "wave that c o u l d sweep us away . " The focus was on several basic frames, however the most negat ive 
were those focusing o n security, cu l tu ra l a n d economic (for a deta i l ed analys is o f Czech m e d i a see Pospěch & Jurečková, 2019 ; for the 
Po l i sh one Troszyňski & E l - G h a m a r i , 2022) . Subsequendy , societa l att i tudes t owa rd migrants and refugees increas ing ly t r end i n a 
negat ive d i r ec t i on (Brožová et a l . , 2018 ; L a c i a k et a l . , 2018 ) , w h i c h created a sort of v i c i ous c i rc le . A l t h o u g h the f r ightening scenarios 
of refugees f l ood ing the Czech Repub l i c and P o l a n d were not fu l f i l l ed , and the numbers o f refugees c o m i n g to the Czech Repub l i c have 
r ema ined l o w since 2015 , the popu la r imag ina t i on s t i l l cast v i v i d project ions as to the poss ib le m ig ra t i on - induced futures. A n d it seems 
that the more in f o rmat i on the pub l i c had , the more negat ive the i r att i tudes became, a n d the more extreme we re the att itudes o f the 
po l i t i c a l el ites. A l t e rna t i ve l y , the more m ig ra t i on was ta lked about, the more the pub l i c grew apathet ic. However , th is d i d not l ead to 
an improvemen t i n the percept ion o f migrants - o n the contrary . Stereotypes and prejudices tr iggered by the "o therness" o f the m i 
grants were intense ly present i n the assessment o f the w h o l e s i tuat ion. 

T h o u g h super f ic ia l ly paradox i ca l , th is observat ion is congruent w i t h our secur i t i za t ion argument. Mos t accounts assign a centra l 
ro le to the m e d i a i n p romo t ing an a larmist message and tu rn ing the audience in to fearful, even b ra inwashed , subjects (Fured i , 2018, 
pp. 10 -11 ) . O n the contrary , Fured i (2018) shows that h o w people th ink , behave and fear is not a d i rect result o f m e d i a consumpt ion . 
Whereas the m e d i a p lays a s igni f icant ro le i n cu l t i va t ing fears by p r o v i d i n g a constant ly evo l v ing scr ipt h o w to exper ience and react to 
threats, d i rec t experience, personal c i rcumstance , soc ia l context and emot i ona l d ispos i t ions l ead to di f ferent iated responses. Thus, 
m e d i a is not an omnipo ten t va r iab l e w h e n i t comes to threat cons t ruc t i on and f raming , because these are i n the first p lace unde rp inned 
by cul ture . Th is reinforces our c l a i m concern ing bot tom-up secur i t i za t ion and societa l agency. 

4.1. Findings 

Our respondents were very c l ear ly aware o f m e d i a con t r i bu t i on to the secur i t i zed m ig ra t i on image. It is unden iab l y v i s ib l e i n h o w 
the respondents speak first about issues that are beyond the i r personal exper ience. Somet imes uncer ta inty was caused by too m u c h 
in fo rmat i on ; espec ia l ly y o u n g respondents accused the m e d i a and po l i t i c ians of exaggerat ing {Bad news is good news [B3]) or m a k i n g i t 
imposs ib le to k n o w w h a t to bel ieve. Cont rad ic to ry sentiments were also ref lected i n the be l ie f that the m e d i a bo th exaggerate and are 
s imul taneous ly censored. The latter was, however , a w idespread bel ie f among the o lder respondents w h o also c r i t i c i z ed the vocabu la ry 
per ta in ing to m i g ra t i on discourse, b l a m i n g forced po l i t i c a l correctness for the fact that the m e d i a do not t e l l the t ru th e i ther to l ower or 
to ramp up the fears: They publish only things that people can bear. If they published everything that is going on there [in Germany...it is 
censored. It's because they want to lower our fears (B4). A l t e rnat i ve l y : People are afraid of new things in general Here is the aim of the media 
and the politicians - their goal is to raise manipulative fear (Bl). Indeed, some po l i t i c ians have regu lar ly used the top ic as a t oo l to act ivate 
their supporters and i n more than one case the top ic o f m i g ra t i on has become an e lec t ion campa i gn issue (e.g., i n Czech ia i n 2017 
par l i amentary e lect ions, and 2018 pres ident ia l e lect ions) . Respondents were aware o f this fact and ment i oned i t as an easy too l to ga in 
po l i t i c a l points and attent ion: Occasionally something comes up when the government has to deal with something so they have to define 
themselves sharply in order to score political points (B2). 

No t far in to the in terv iews , i t became apparent that m i g ra t i on presents no t on l y an economic but also a m o r a l d i l e m m a . Th is was 
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ev ident i n h o w the respondents i n bo th countr ies ma in ta ined a strict and consistent d i f ferent iat ion between economic and other 
migrants . S imul taneous ly , for the major i ty o f the respondents, the need to prevent m ig ra t i on , i.e., the desire instead to g ive a id i n 
migrants ' home lands (we can help them there, notbring them to us [Wl]) was ba lanced w i t h a readiness to he lp people i n need (Sure, we 
should offer them help [give jobs] [B2]). A g a i n , two opposi te tendencies we re apparent: the he lp was ve ry cond i t i ona l , v e ry often 
temporary , and cont ingent o n h a r d w o r k and integrat ion: When someone seeks a better life, they integrate/adapt themselves (Bl). O r as 
another respondent put it: If only educated people would migrate and would work here, there is no reasonfor not helping them. Ifitwill be only 
those who will look for benefits and will not show any effort to integrate, then I would disagree (B4). Nevertheless, some interv iewees also 
exh ib i t ed pa lpab le scept ic ism about the impac t o f (rare) pos i t i ve examples that, accord ing to the respondents i n bo th countr ies , tended 
to be the except ion rather than the rule : Who migrates? Do we talk about those who really need something? OK, we can help them. However, I 
haven't seen such migrants. Fellas should stay at home and fight; those who should migrate are women and children (B4). 

Nevertheless, m i g ra t i on as a cu l tu ra l issue unders tood i n terms of a c lash o f c i v i l i za t i ons (Hunt ing ton , 1991) was perce ived as the 
most " r e a l , " espec ia l ly i n the context o f migrants o f M u s l i m o r i g in , w h o , accord ing to some respondents, are not able to integrate. 
These were rare ly seen as un in f o rmed v i c t ims o f smugglers or people i n need o f po l i t i c a l asy lum. Thus , i n add i t i on to the economic vs. 
non-economic migrants , the second qua l i f i e r appeared di f ferent iat ing the M u s l i m f rom the n o n - M u s l i m : For example, [when] Ukrai
nians are here, it is OK because we are culturally close, but Muslims should go to countries, seek help in countries where their culture is also 
similar, [those that] culturally are similar (Wl). 

M u s l i m s consistent ly across a l l the groups and i n bo th countr ies we re perce ived as a l o o m i n g threat w i t h exp l i c i t references to the 
future: 

Our culture and religion formed for centuries. The Middle East is completely different. Integration is possible just to a certain level (and 
influenced by the number of migrants and their concentration) - see, for example, the excluded localities in France (B4). 

Muslims will come, and when they come, they will destroy [us]; there will be nothing here. We will not have a word; they will do what 
they want, they willpray ten times during work, they will not work, and a Pole will have to do when [the Muslim] has his prayer (W3). 

When it comes to migrants from the Middle East, I think this is stupid in general because these people will never enter [our] culture. They 
are simply too much rooted in that [other] culture. [It] means completely different customs, that there is no such assimilation, and there 
will be no assimilation here (W4). 

A sma l l p ropor t i on o f the respondents no t i ced that some o f the prob lems they discussed are on l y hypothe t i ca l , thanks to the sma l l 
scale o f i n c o m i n g non-European migrants i n bo th countr ies . Those observat ions h a d a "we are not qu i te there y e t " r ing to them, the 
t empora l d ivergence between the Eastern and the Western part o f Europe : In the Czech Republic, the clash is not a threat - there is not 
enough of them here. In the West, the situation is quite different; there are strong communities there (B4). Even though the acknowledged 
respite was not to be taken for granted: I also do not feel threatened, and thanks to the currently ruling party, I suspect that we will not feel 
threatened during their years of power. Compared to other cities and countries, we can feel safe, and many people will agree (Wl). O n the 
contrary , the respondent unders tood that cer ta in processes w o u l d inev i t ab l y brought about changes; cu l tu ra l enr i chment unders tood 
as s t r i v ing for an i dea l o f a m u l t i c u l t u r a l society, stood s tark ly i n this regard: It became a synonym for something unwanted, something that 
causes most people to feel that their hair is standing up (Bl). 

And the fact that maybe in these other countries such as France it is actually worse [than here], the more so is the political correctness, 
that the media say otherwise, and sometimes they even did not want to admit the truth, so that let's be tolerant anyway and so on. Let us 
assume, we [in CEE] must accept and so on (W4). 

The cu l tu ra l issues felt r ea l across a l l the in t e rv i ew groups to v a r y ing degrees. O n the one h a n d , the v i s ib l e signs o f cu l tu ra l d i 
versi ty, for instance, restaurants of fer ing exot ic foods, were apprec iated. O n the other, the respondents c ommented o n the darker 
under tows o f demograph ic change: Do I feel threatened? Culturally (W2). In th is context, the p r ob l em of no t integrat ing and not 
speaking the language was also regu lar ly ra ised, a l though the respondents d i d not specify whe ther the l ack o f c o m m o n logos is one o f 
the symptoms of not be ing integrated or an issue o n its o w n : Because we no longer hear Polish, only Ukrainian everywhere, Warsaw or near 
Warsaw. And when there will be a lot of them, will they -1 don't know - will they not attack us [like in Volhynia5] (W4) ? 

In th is context, the ant ic ipated future emerges not on l y v i a the emp loymen t o f the future tense but also v i a the jux tapos i t i on o f the 
t empora l divergence: Meaning we do not yet have such an influx of immigrants from everywhere that we could feel culturally endangered. As 
unfortunately, they [the Western Europeans] are culturally endangered. The French probably didn't have any culture there; maybe that's why 
the French don't keep it (W2). The possible scenarios based on the " d o not ye t " appear as a funct ion o f m o d a l i t y " whereby the future 
deve lopment w o u l d con fo rm to the " futures created be fo rehand" (P inot et a l . , 2021) i n Western Europe : What can be an issue is a 
situation where a lot of migrants would create a closed group or more families lived together (Bl). Th is way , the future is t rans formed f rom 
the if future to a when future: However, in the Czech Republic, it is not an issue - there are countries which are affected far more, i.e., Germany. 
It could be a problem if they [migrants] wanted to continue in their faith (B2). 

Every t ime the mo t i f of ghettos or so-cal led "no go zones " appeared, the respondents immed ia t e l y d rew compar isons w i t h western 

5 The Volhynian massacres (Polish: "rzez wofynska", literally "Volhynian slaughter") took place in 1943. There is no agreement between the Poles 
and the Ukrainians as to how to categorise these events. The Polish collective memory frames them as anti-Polish genocidal ethnic cleansings 
conducted by Ukrainian nationalists. The massacres took place within Poland's borders and claimed over 100 000 victims, of whom the over
whelming majority were unarmed civilians murdered with particular cruelty (so-called genocidum atrox). 
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Europe based not so m u c h o n m e d i a images but o n the i r personal experiences or those shared by immed ia t e f ami l y members or close 
fr iends: Like [it is] in London, where you can just be unsure where you are, because it's hard to meet an Englishman there, and it seems to me 
that if it [migration] would come to Poland on such a large scale, it would be a delicate cultural threat, because not necessarily these people from 
abroad want to respect our traditions, they are not sympathetic towards it, and they have no idea about our faith or habits, and the more of these 
people [will come], [the more] they will create their own groups, which will a bit displace our traditions (W2). 

It seems to me that it does not affect us so much yet, because there are too few of these people, but for example, I cannot imagine a 
situation like in London, where you can just get confused about where you actually are, because it's hard to meet an Englishman there, 
and it seems to me that if it [migration] came to Poland on such a large scale, itwould be a slight cultural threatbecause these people from 
abroad are not necessarily willing to respect our traditions, they are not sympathetic towards them, and they also have concepts neither 
about our faith nor about our habits, and the more of these people, they will form their own groups (Wl). 

They [migrants] do what they want; it will come to that in a moment, it will be [in] a year or two that they will start to riot, there will be 
clashes. In my opinion, there will be brawls; they will start destroying bus stops, cars; it is not hereyet, it is not talked about, it is not heard 
on TV, but it is a matter of time when it will happen the same way as - another example - in France what the Blacks, [and] Muslims do. 
Because France let them in, they let them, they accepted, and they became like this. Like I travel to the Netherlands, because I go fishing 
and go out there in the evening to see what's going on. How the Dutch sit at home. Ninety percent of the population in a big Dutch city 
after 10 p.m. are the Blacks. People are afraid to go out. It will be the same here (W2). 

Thesepeople [in Italy, where immigrants came] no longer had their own city, yes, because it was practically completely overwhelmed by 
the migrants (W4). 

In a district such as Ludwigshafen, that is, I am talking about our closest neighbor [Germany], this is happening; there are districts where 
the police will not enter at all (W2). 

In France, they are scared, and at the moment, they don't leave the house. They weren 't [scared] like that 10-15 years ago either. They 
let [the migrants] come in, come in. Come, and what they have today, they [the migrants] are so nested, so settled that no strength, no 
energy will throw them away from this France. It will be the same for us (W2). 

Th is was par t i cu la r l y v i s ib l e across a l l P o l i s h groups, whereas the Czech respondents were more c i rcumspect and d i d no t e laborate 
on this matter. W h e n the respondents were asked i f they felt threatened personal ly , the consensus was that there is no reason for that, 
for now . However , there were strong concerns over w h a t w o u l d happen i n a few years. The theme o f dangers l o om ing i n the future 
rather than be ing anchored i n the present was dominant . 

I personally do not feel so threatened in Poland. In Poland, well, in my opinion, it is safe for now (Wl). 

Problems with the law are emerging. When there are clear rules, the problem won't arise. If they were not set, intheend, itcanleadto an 
unwanted change (B4). 

I think that the near future may pose a threat from thesepeople because the same things will happen [that happened] in Belgium, or in 
France or in Germany. There will be so many of these migrants that they just -1 don't know - they will start to act in some other way 
(W4). 

As long as we keep them [migrants] in check a little longer, it may not be second France or second Germany here. I expect the same 
situation; if we do not stop it, I expect this situation to be in Warsaw in a maximum of five years (W2). 

Do I feel threatened? Maybe I am thinking about this in general because it is known that it is not 100% certain in which direction it 
[migration] will go, but maybe not so much at the moment. If more and more of these immigrants come to us, it may be a threat in the 
near future (W4). 

5. The dystopian narratives of securitized future 

In bo th countr ies , the FGIs revea l a mul t i - l aye red fear o f more or less d istant future. Dove ta i l i ng other f ind ings f r om mig ra t i on 
studies ( A c h i l l i , 2016 ; Beare, 1997) , one d imens i on o f the issue m i gh t be seen as " p r a c t i c a l " s ince people t end to fear of organised c r ime 
and te r ror i sm. However , at the same t ime, they feel ob l i ged to he lp people w h o are t r y ing to escape w a r or other ordeals. Th is tens ion 
creates and interest ing d i l e m m a of cond i t i ona l i t y (Hunger et a l . , 2019 ) , e i ther dependent o n t ime (i.e., i t ends w h e n the unfavourab le 
cond i t i ons pass) or on the behav iour o f the migrants (they have to integrate in to the major i ty ) . The second, and f rom our po int o f v i e w 
more severe and interest ing, d imens i on is the anxie ty concern ing the permanent change o f the societies cor respond ing w i t h the 
wel l - researched cu l tu ra l pur i t y versus g rowth o f na t i ona l i sm nexus ( M a v r o u d i , 2010 ; Thor le i fsson, 2021) . A c co rd ing l y , s ince bo th 
countr ies are e thn i ca l l y and cu l tu ra l l y homogeneous, accord ing to our respondents the biggest danger c l ear ly l ies i n creat ing new, 
mu l t i - cu l tu ra l societies and i n eros ion o f t rad i t i ona l cu l tu ra l and na t i ona l patterns. 

The pub l i c is exposed to an unf lat ter ing image o f migrants i n the m e d i a and numerous exaggerated statements o f po l i t i c ians . This 
message is further re in forced b y anecdota l dys top ian images f r om major c i t ies i n Western Europe are cont rary to the ex is t ing research 
(Ke i th , 2005 ; Saha, 2022) . For m a n y the issue is " the o therness" or "no t b e l ong ing " o f migrants , constructed th rough factors l i ke 
e thnic i ty , sk in co lour , language, r e l i g i on , or cu l ture (Ba logun, 2020) . In other words , v i s u a l somat ic a n d corporea l differences are often 
rac ia l i z ed and stereotyped (Parmar, 2020) , w h i l e the v i s ib l e otherness tr iggers rac i sm a n d xenophob ia . The l i festyle o f migrants often 
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cont rad ic t ing the na t i ona l and cu l tu ra l ident i t y o f the major i ty serves as a tr igger (Ba logun, 2020 ) . In this sense, our research echoes 
other studies show ing h o w the major i ty fears becoming a m ino r i t y , o f be ing colonized w i t h i n the borders of the i r o w n state and 
becoming second class c i t izens. Therefore, whe re he lp is c ond i t i ona l , the d e m a n d for in tegra t ion o f the a l ready s t igmat ized minor i t i es 
becomes an uncond i t i ona l one. Thus , the m ig ran t are condemned in to perpetua l cu l tu ra l precar i ty (Er iksen, 2015) whereby on l y 
g i v ing up o n the i r o r i g ina l r e l i g i on , cu l ture , and habits , c an con f i rm the i r new societa l be long ing . Otherwise , the i r admiss i on shou ld be 
on l y t emporary or even den i ed (conf. Shel ler , 2 0 1 1 ; Tyler , 2018) . 

It also speaks vo lumes that most o f our respondents d i d not perce ive migrants as a threat for domest ic l abour market (a " s u r p l u s " 
popula t ion ) , nor d i d they fear that the migrants w o u l d represent a low-cost w o r k i n g force (Rajaram, 2018 ; V i cke rs & Rutter , 2018) . W e 
be l ieve that this is another consequence o f r ac i a l stereotypes a n d m e d i a f raming . Ac co rd ing l y , e conomic migrants represented no 
"marke t v a l u e " because instead o f c o m i n g to wo rk , they w o u l d rather enjoy the benefits o f the wel fare state. In th is sense, " e c onom i c " 
migrants were d ehuman i z ed ( M c C u b b i n s & Rami re z , 2021) in to a " l a z y parasites" . 

If w e organise the f ind ings i n accordance w i t h the theore t i ca l f rame o f societa l securi ty and connect them o n the t empora l basis, the 
f o l l ow ing dys top ian scenario emerges: In the C E E , Wes te rn Europe is not perce ived as a d iverse and to lerant p lace that c o u l d be a ro le 
m o d e l and someth ing to aspire to, but as a dys top ian r ea lm brought about b y mass m i g ra t i on a n d caused by i r respons ib le , even 
tra i torous, po l i t i c a l el ites (Tyler, 2018 ) . W h i l e the process o f t rans format ion o f a count ry goes beyond the l i fespan o f an i n d i v i d u a l , our 
interv iewees c l ear ly di f ferent iated be tween the safe " t o d a y " and the po tent ia l l y dangerous " t o m o r r o w . " Ana l ys i s o f the i r narrat ives 
a l lows us to sequent ia l ly organize the i r threat project ions in to a coherent dys top ian story, a short- term scenario (Clark, 2000) whereby 
the short- term future can be assayed th rough a f i l ter o f the soc io -cu l tura l lens. 

In the first stage, a homogeneous popu la t i on (almost mono l i t h i c e thn ica l l y and rac ia l l y ) , the country reforms its m i g ra t i on l a w and 
opens the border to mass m ig ra t i on f r om geographica l l y d istant and cu l tu ra l l y a l i en c i v i l i za t i ons . The t ime- lapse is evident: whereas 
this scenar io n o w looms for the Czech Repub l i c and P o l a n d , i t describes most o f the western countr ies 50 years ago. 

In the second stage, a decade or so later, people o f other races are v i s ib l e i n the streets of larger c i t ies, e thn ic bars and restaurants 
appear, but so do the first signs o f ghet to i zat ion as i n d i v i d u a l streets or ne ighbourhoods beg in to attract people by count ry o f o r i g in , 
cu l ture , and re l i g i on . Nevertheless, the n e w minor i t i es are on l y a few percent of the popu la t i on and r e m a i n marg ina l . Ano the r leap i n 
t ime, by th i r ty or forty years f o rward , shows very numerous migrant minor i t i es , const i tut ing ten percent or more o f the to ta l popu
la t i on . They are concentrated i n large cit ies, whe re w h o l e distr icts become host i le and somet imes even inaccess ib le to the natives. The 
a l lus ions to or d i rect acknowledgments o f F r ench banlieues and G e r m a n cit ies were frequent i n this regard. It is c lear that the state 
begins to lose cont ro l over these zones as they become too dangerous due to increased cr ime. Fur thermore , there are ev ident e thnic and 
cu l tu ra l tensions between i n d i v i d u a l communi t i e s . M ino r i t i e s become more and more assertive and aggressive i n soc ia l l i fe , us ing 
democrat i c mechan isms to t ransform the i r cu l tu ra l ident i t ies in to economic and po l i t i c a l in f luence. Th is is the future the respondents 
see awa i t ing the i r countr ies shou ld they f o l l ow the pa th o f Western m ig ra t i on pol ic ies . 

Th is image leads to even more f r ightening project ions where the ind igenous people , ha l f a century ear l ier , the r i ght fu l owners of the 
country , become de facto guests i n the i r o w n home land . It shows a mul t i - e thn i c and m u l t i r a c i a l society, but w i t h strongly o u d i n e d 
d i v i d i n g l ines that def ine and separate i n d i v i d u a l communi t i e s , i n c l u d i n g the now-m ino r i t y ind igenous popu la t i on , w h i c h , u n t i l 
recent ly , h a d been the major i ty . In this v i s i on , such a count ry ' s va lue system, po l i t i c a l structure, e conomic strength, and cu l ture w i l l 
depend o n the n e w d o m i n a n t m inor i t y . 

F ina l l y , i n l i n e w i t h this t h i n k i n g , i t w o u l d be false to imag ine any present-day Western society as the u l t imate result of open ing up 
to mass mig ra t i on . In the furthest and starkest future l ooms the image o f a count ry domina t ed by M u s l i m s (sometimes, i n the Po l i sh 
var iant , they are rep laced by Ukra in ians ) w h o no longer feel that they need to respect the l o ca l popu la t i on and e i ther settle h i s to r i ca l 
scores (a repe t i t i on of the V o l h y n i a n massacres i n the P o l i s h vers ion) or r u i n the count ry complete ly , r ep l i ca t ing the dysfunct ions of the 
places f r om w h i c h they migra ted i n search o f a better fate. It also means that i n such a future, the host countr ies lose a l l attractiveness 
to po tent ia l n e w migrants . Th is unders tand ing of m i g ra t i on dynamics is accompan ied by economic dec l ine , decap i ta l i sa t ion o f 
in frastructure, g radua l d i smant l i ng of the soc ia l and economic system, and ever-present v io lence . 

Uncer ta in ty about the future is connected not on l y w i t h the length o f the process but also its endgame. N o n e o f the Wes te rn E U 
member states, so often c i t ed b y the respondents, has comple ted the process of d ivers i f i ca t ion , but each is at some stage descr ibed 
above. In this sense, the present cond i t i ons i n Wes te rn societies appear to be a t rans i t i ona l state i n a great h i s to r i ca l process spread over 
decades. These changes ca l l in to quest ion deeply he ld conv ic t i ons that have l ong served as taken-for-granted assumpt ions for and serve 
as a secur i ty threat ampl i f i er . Pro jec t ing these fundamenta l changes in to the forecasts of na t i ona l futures, the respondents seem to be 
ask ing whe ther today ' s Ge rmany is better than the one that ex isted ha l f a century ago and wonde r i f P o l a n d and the Czech Repub l i c be 
i n the same p lace i n f ive decades. It is u n k n o w n w h e n the ant i c ipa ted m o m e n t w i l l come that the h i s to r i ca l major i ty becomes a m i 
nor i t y i n a g i ven popu la t i on , but sooner or later, i t w i l l be revea led i n the census, or v i a news t i tbi ts pedd l ed by the med ia , l i k e the 
in f o rmat i on conce rn ing the most popu la r baby names i n the country . However , i t is bo th ev ident and c ruc i a l that a l l these threats are 
not p laced " i n the n o w . " They be long to some unde f ined future, and none o f the respondents den i ed the poss ib le short- term benefits o f 
m i g ra t i on bo th i n economic and cu l tu ra l terms. 

6. Discussion and conclusions 

The societa l react ions to m ig ra t i on , so consp icuous i n Cent ra l and Eastern Europe , espec ia l ly after 2015 , were usua l l y met by 
scholars w i t h e i ther puzz l ement or scorn. W h i l e ne i ther o f those react ions is f ru i t fu l , pa r t i cu la r l y the first is unbecoming the academic 
c ommun i t y . P r o m i n e n t interpretat ions offered to exp l a in this phenomenon are so f i rm l y f ixed on the residues o f the past and l i m i t e d to 
contemporary e lements that they r ema in b l i n d to the c ruc i a l var iab le , the t empora l d imens i on o f the p rob l em. O n the contrary , by 
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i nco rpora t ing the future as a factor of analys is , w e are able to shed l i gh t o n the dynami c of secur i t i zed mig ra t i on . Futures are stretched 
on a c o n t i n u u m between a v i s i o n and a n i gh tmare (Mor i a r t y & Honnery , 2018) . M i g r a t i o n contextual ises those extremes as the beati f ic 
v i s i on o f " w h i t e m i r a g e " and the n i gh tmare of a " m u l t i c u l t u r a l h e l l , " and reveals the complex in te rp lay between these two impulses at 
the everyday l eve l of societa l mimes is . Th is process might serve as a source o f t empora l d i s l oca t i on i n h o w the societies secure the 
future selves i n re la t i on to s igni f icant others. Our analys is of societa l dys top ian discourses o n m i g ra t i on a l lows for an engagement w i t h 
the on to log i ca l d imens i on o f the future i n the context o f De r r i da (1990) n o r m a l monstros i t ies whe r eby the current source o f ho r ro r is 
cast in to the future as an ex t rapo la t ion of current trends that f o rm hypothe t i ca l cha ins o f events (Hjerpe & L inner , 2009) . 

In this regard, the dys top ian mindse t can cont inue to w o r k over open ly i l l eg i t imate postulates or phenomena detached from the 
immed ia t e experiences to conjure someth ing that Gendron (1977) , p. 68) ca l ls a "ha l f - baked " or " m i x e d " or " i n t e rmed ia t e " dystop ia . It 
is also someth ing that mocks the hope for a future p romised by the Utop ia o f a m u l t i c u l t u r a l society or, as Cat tar inuss i (1977) , a 
skept ica l d i s i l l u s i on that emphasizes the inherent danger o f imp l emen t ing the Utop ian perspect ive. Those forecasts o f the inev i tab le 
soc ia l disaster brought about b y relentless m ig ra t i on fit w i t h i n Cat tar inuss i ' s ' w h i m p e r theory ' that env is ions not a s ingle ca l ami t y (a 
bang) but g radua l s l ow-mot i on dest ruct ion w r o u g h t by demograph ic change i nduced by mig ra t i on . 

Our study shows that - as opposed to other securi ty threats, w h i c h become worse the closer and more i m m i n e n t they appear -
m ig ra t i on has a reversed log ic and d y n a m i c to it. A c co rd ing l y , the more d istant the v i s ions connected w i t h the threats caused by 
m ig ra t i on , the scarier m i g ra t i on becomes for the genera l pub l i c . It is not w h a t is happen ing n o w that invokes the fee l ing o f danger; i t is 
the f r ightening v i s ions o f the future that ampl i fy current trends and project them into societa l secur i ty d i l emmas . Dys top ia reflects an 
uny i e l d ing and regressive v i s i o n o f po l i t i cs ( Van Ry thoven , 2018 ) , dep i c t ing horr i f y ing societies and h i gh l i gh t ing the dangers l u r k i n g 
i n the future. Moreover , dys top ian v is ions revea l a p ro f ound pess imism and therefore l ead to the po l i t i cs o f fear (Shames & A t ch i son , 
2019) . De te rmin is t i c forecast ing presents Western Europe ' s past and present as Eastern Europe ' s future, thus l i m i t i n g the m a r g i n for 
po l i t i c a l maneuver to a m i n i m u m , w h i c h is p i vo ta l g i ven that dif ferent t empora l foci interact and produce synergies or compet i t ions 
(Staupe-Delgado & R u b i n , 2022 ) . Whereas the current wa r - i nduced m i g ra t i on f r om U k r a i n e to P o l a n d and the Czech Repub l i c con
fronts the pos i t i ve responses to U k r a i n i a n refugees w i t h the post -2015 adverse react ions to the M i d d l e Eastern migrants , the appre
hens ion towards the future is s t i l l pa lpab le , espec ia l ly i n P o l a n d , w h i c h accepted over two m i l l i o n o f refugees i n the span o f a month . 
V i s i ons o f " U k r o p o l " immed ia t e l y started to f loat a r ound o n soc ia l med ia , and they we re on l y exacerbated by a group o f in f luent ia l 
Po l i sh po l i t i c ians f r om across the spec t rum w h o , at the 7 t h European Congress o f L o c a l Governments , dec lared that " Th i s is the 
m o m e n t to create a P o l i s h - U k r a i n i a n U n i o n . " 

There are no tewor thy imp l i ca t i ons of these insights that ought to be taken on board by the po l i t i c ians , societies, and researchers 
a l ike . F i rs t ly , fears of the future amp l i f i ed by popul i s t part ies th r i v i ng o n narrat ives o f restorat ive na t i ona l i sm (D ing & H lavac , 2017) 
can bolster other dystopias of societal exc lus ion and oppress ion p laced i n the now. However , outcomes o f m i g ra t i on large ly depend on 
the w a y m i g ra t i on is v a lued and managed bo th o n the po l i t i c a l and societa l l eve l . A l l p o r t (1954) speci f ied four cond i t i ons for op t ima l 
in tergroup contact: equa l g roup status, author i ty support , inter-group cooperat ion , and c o m m o n goals. The last e lement is o f c r i t i ca l 
impor tance g i ven the t empora l d imens i on o f secur i t i zed m ig ra t i on . Hence the second lesson for po l i t i c a l el ites. H i gh l i gh t i n g c om
monal i t i es between dif ferent societa l groups and focus o n the gains o f ce lebrat ing differences w o u l d suggest the i r exp lo ra t i on as an 
impor tant strategic source for the na t i on . That requires openness w h i c h reflects a l o w prescr ip t i on cu l ture and apprec ia t i on whereby 
m ig ra t i on is perce ived as an advantage for the society, rather than as a p rob l em. Th is br ings us to the f ina l c onc lus i on that apprec ia t ing 
d ivers i ty o n the societa l l eve l w o u l d re late pos i t i ve ly w i t h the m u l t i c u l t u r a l state as a vessel o f r enewa l instead o f destruct ion. Th is is 
h i gh l i gh ted by the c i v i l sphere theory w h i c h manifests i n cross-group so l idar i ty efforts (Tognato et a l . , 2020) . 

Nevertheless, as P r i y adha r sh in i (2019) adv ised, w e took the i nqu i r y regard ing futures beyond the ins t i tu t i ona l preoccupat ions and 
sought out people 's perspect ives, w h i c h also enables shedd ing l i ght o n h o w these narrat ives depart f r om the ma ins t ream, pre-ex ist ing 
f rameworks . Th is resonates w i t h h o w the respondents d ismissed the obsession o f bo th po l i t i c ians and the m e d i a w i t h current events, 
w h i c h they be l i eved were often exaggerated at the expense o f serious debates o n the future. Pro fess iona l po l i t i c ians are seen to be 
short-s ighted, t h i n k i n g on l y about the next po l l , or the next e lect ions, m a i n l y focusing o n th i rd-rate issues. They are be l i eved to be 
ne i ther in te l l ec tua l l y nor m o r a l l y prepared to analyse soc io -po l i t i ca l phenomena - l i k e m ig ra t i on - i n the l ong t e rm. The m a i n concerns 
expressed d u r i n g the FGIs i n bo th countr ies b o i l d o w n to the fact that no one ta lks about the long- term effects o f m i g ra t i on , w h i c h is an 
i r revers ib le process, and that no one asks the voters whe ther they wan t such effects i n the future. Th is places a heavy bu rden on the 
na t i ona l po l i t i c i ans and the supporters o f Europe -w ide m ig ra t i on po l i c i es o n the E U leve l . Wes te rn po l i t i c ians espec ia l ly are b l a m e d for 
their un i l a t e ra l dec is ions that have t i ed the hands o f successive governments, and most of a l l , destroyed the future o f na t i ona l 
communi t i es . 

Inadvertent ly , ou r study also conf i rms P in to et a l . (2021) c a l l for methodo log ies that p r i o r i t i z e the ident i f i ca t i on o f dystopias, 
w h i c h w e be l ieve to be a key takeaway for the scho lar ly c ommun i t y . A l t h o u g h dys top ia takes the undes i red qual i t i es o f contemporary 
society as a po in t o f departure , i t funct ions as more than mere ly a scenar io that prov ides a coherent and p laus ib l e story about the future 
of society (Hjerpe & L inner , 2009 , 241) . Even though they are based on contra factua l or transfactual propos i t ions , dystopias, Bergman 
et a l . note (2010, p. 863) c an have effects o f se l f - ful f i l l ing prophecies , w h i c h means that they c an have a great impac t o n soc ia l de
ve lopments of precondi t ions , ref lect ions, att i tudes, and act ions taken towards or against the future. Dys top ia becomes someth ing more 
than mere ly a no rmat i v e nar ra t i on capab le of t app ing in to societa l anxiet ies and exp lo r ing societal fears. Th is is whe re dys top ia c an be 
used as a c r i t i ca l me thod . Once w e move beyond s imp le denunc ia t ions o f the futures that are seen as bo th lud i c rous and undes i rab le 
and reject the b l inds o f the po l i t i c a l ma ins t ream, the dys top ian narrat i ve impu l se becomes an apparent response to a t ransformat ive 
change. D r a w i n g u p o n B i n a et a l . (2020) , w e can ca l l this phenomenon a heur is t ic dys top ian i sm that enables go ing beyond theprima 
facie d o m i n a n t pess imism and l o ok ing in to redempt ive poss ib i l i t i es o f po l i t i c a l so lut ions that are able to overcome the dys top ian 
warn ings and explore responses o f effective po l i t i c a l poss ib i l i t i es that c o u l d defuse the time-bomb. 
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As the dys top ian futures are most cer ta in ly no t inev i tab le , po l i c ymakers on the na t i ona l and in te rna t i ona l levels need to cons ider 

the bot tom-up and future-or iented secur i t i za t ion of m ig ra t i on . Our study conf i rms that f i xa t ion o n d i spe l l ing fears connected to the 

present w i l l not reso lve the issues that have accumula t ed a r ound this prob lem. 
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