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« CERME - Centre for Religions and Multicultural Education

« A project realised by the Department for the Study of Religions,
Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic

o Cooperation: Museum of Roma Culture, Brno; Jewish Museum
Prague - Education Centre Brno

« The aim: to support ongoing curricular reform of the Czech primary
and secondary education by preparing teachers for teaching the
new ,cross-disciplinary theme” Multicultural Education. Through this
curricular reform MCE becomes the compulsory theme in the
primary and secondary education.

« Funding: European Social Fond, Ministry of Education of the Czech
Republic, South Moravian County
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E, Uzivatelskeé jrméno

Zapomenuté haslo?
Zapomenuté uFivatelské jmeéno? )
Choate se registrovat? Skol s multikulturnim vzdélavanim. Toto centrum je spoleCnym pracovisteém Ustavu religionistiky Filozoficke fakulty
Masarykovy univerzity, Muzea romske kultury a Vzdéldvaciho a kulturniho centra Zidovského muzea v Praze. Centrum
. . vzniklo diky financni te Evropského socialniho fondu a MSMT CR prostrednictvim grantu v Operaénim programu
Novinky mailem ko diley podpofe Evrop p 9 peratnim prog
..................................................................... Vzdélavani pro konkurenceschopnost.

Kdo jsme?

CENTRUM PRO RELIGIONISTIKU A MULTIKULTURNI EDUKACI (CERME) je poradenskeé a konzultagni centrum
zaméfene na problematiku muttikutturniho vzdélavani. Jeho cilemn je pomoci uéitelum a ucitelkam zakladnich a stfednich

[ Vetojost Jaké sluzby CERME nabizi? 7
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Academic study of Religions
and Multicultural education:
key questions

» Usability of secondary school education in
Religions - with reference to cultural
reconciliation - is usually presupposed, but
seldom critically analysed.

* This usability seems to be based on another
presumption: that particular religion is a key
to understand particular culture. This again
seems unjustified.
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National program of the
. This aim is a basic starting point for the o educational development
CERME project. 2 e |
« The bellow mentioned principal curricular ;D thoenge\%,/z;;vn:vf g?ﬁveemmg
documents provide basic guidelines through =  system of education
which Ministry of Education of CR enforces 2 .~ . .
the above mentioned curricular reform. "~ programs
« These comprise documents from the
principal strategy of the curricular reform up % (§ School education
to guidelines (Framework Education 5 8 programs
Programs) for the creation of School =)
Education Programs (created by schools @ =
themselves) 5<
%3
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« Desired achievement of MCE according to principal curricular documents: ability to
comprehend cultural differences, attitudes of tolerance towards culturally different
people, prevention of social exclusion of minority groups, prevention of inter-ethnic
conflicts, better understanding of one's own culture and identity.

« Political formulation: securing the social cohesion, which is challenged by

« cultural and ethnic diversity as a result of global migration

« social disintegration caused by transformations of labour market and inequalities
related to labour opportunities

« Key transformation in the desired results of the education process on the level of
individual: from memorised knowledge towards knowledge along with intellectual skills
and "proper” attitudes.

« Key issue with reference to teachers: they know what they should do, but they were
not educated to do so, and they have no aids (textbooks, worksheets, additional
audiovisual material etc.) - CERME tries to partly facilitate this (textbook for teachers,
teaching DVD with additional material, a course for teachers [64 hours of seminars]).
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» Principal issue: Can the Academic Study of Religions -
with its stock of knowledge - be helpful in promoting the
aims of MCE (as defined above)?

« Challenge 1: Can understanding of religion(s) as keys
to understanding culture(s) in educational process
produce results corresponding to the aims of MCE?

« Challenge 2: Does intellectual understanding of
religion(s)/culture(s) promote results corresponding to
the aims of MCE, i.e. positive moral attitudes?
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« Related to recent criticism of the concept of religion.

« The concept of religion presupposes the interconnections (even systematically or even
hierarchically organised) between human acts (spontaneous, habits, rituals), moral
attitudes/codes, ontological/metaphysical/sociological beliefs, "sacred texts", church
activities.

« Crucial trouble: these interconnections too often are empirically falsified (if one moves
from analysis of "sacred" texts towards ethnography), in form of systems these seem to
be extremely rare.

« Consequences: United systems of culture based on shared
ontological/metaphysical/sociological beliefs described in particular canonical texts as
an everyday lived reality are the same wishful thinking as the idea of logical relations
between textually based beliefs and attitudes and acts. Then, religion in above
mentioned sense cannot help anyhow to understand culture if culture means the shared
ways people think, act and relate to another people and the things of the world.

« In that case teaching anything like "world religions" is a good way to produce
stereotypes which cannot facilitate understanding of the behaviour and thinking of
culturally different people.
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« Variation on the question by David Hume: Can we conclude from how things are the
statements concerning how things should be?

 For Hume itis logically impossible. From the perspective of the above mentioned lack of
interconnections between beliefs, acts and attitudes it seems socio-logically even more
impossible.

* An example: www.pravdaoislamu.cz, a web page "proving" that "the proper ideology of
Islam based on the Quran and the Sunna is a thread to democracy and freedom", that
terrorism and hatred is an expression of "exact following of the Prophet Muhammad and the
'godly’ words of Quran".

 The web is not a result of the lack of knowledge but of the lack of the ability of sensitive
interpretation taking into account that few suras are not Quran, Quran is not Islam, few
commentaries on Sunna are not Islamic jurisprudence (figh); that interpretation vary with
the contexts and person, norms are as numerous as exceptions and excuses; that "Quran
may be perfect, but not the man" (Muslim show: Le mois sacré du Ramadan). That "jihad"
can provide justification for religious dialogue as well as merciful acts of Boddhisattvas can
provide justification for killing foes (Lohr 2002).

« Consequence: the trouble is not in the lack of knowledge but in the inability to identify and
neutralise stereotypes.
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« The best way to neutralise stereotypes is to let them fail in everyday interaction.

« Challenge to this solution: social exclusion on many levels, spacial separation of
people categorised by group labels.

« The solution by CERME project:

« Promotion of integrated education and providing of basic guidelines towards it.

« Teaching about social processes related to identity formation, stereotyping, labelling, social
exclusion and its consequences - all in the context of understanding the state of contemporary
Western societies.

« Explaining these issues through the means of particular case studies: the history of religions
provides more than rich material.

« Providing basic skills for analysis of culture and society leading to ability to reflect the world in
the categories of social sciences - through teaching about negotiation and interaction by
mobilising the shared symbols and traditions, and social processes related to modernisation and
globalisation.

. Providing the historical knowledge concerning the formation of European identities and
explaining the role of Europe in contemporary world.

« Providing thus the skills to reflect on the education process with reference to the issues of equal
opportunities and social exclusion.
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« Religion and culture from the perspective of social sciences

Religions and cultures of Europe
Jewish minority in Europe: field trip

Religions and cultures of Asia (with an emphasis on colonialism
and the Asian European minorities)

Religion and modern Europe
Roma culture and the history of Roma people

Educating the Roma students

The destiny of Jews and the Roma during the Nazi occupation

Religion and social identity: Representation and stereotyping
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tradicich a lidech toho védéla asi tolik jako o Zivoté na ML

vée naucila: jazyk, doméci prace, slavit svétky lunéminho M Opera (@studijni materidly x| @Vietnamska mensin... x |
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hudbu a nechovam se tak, jak by se (prej) méla Vietnan o & Web | www.cerme.cz/ukazka stud_mat/04/04_04t.html *J - | Hledat pomoci Google
poznat. Navic si viabec nerozumim s rodici. Snazim se b zasadni mirou media, ktera se malokdy zabyvai konkretnimi osudy Vietnamcu a Vietnamek u nas zijicich, ale pisi o vietnamske komunite jako o jednolite mase.

svij, nikdy to mezi nami zkratka nebude ok. Stvemg, Ze s

(z diskuze vietnamské mladeze na Lidé.cz, forum Vietnan Obecnd zakladni informace o pfedmétu kapitoly

Cile a vystupy

1. Co se v této kapitole naucite?
» ziskate zakladni pfehled o ndbozenstvi a kultufi
« seznamite se s migraci Vietnamcit do CRa s fi

0 & v o

Mesita v jiznim Vietnamu. Islam vak ve
Vietnamu vyznavaji spise mensinové narody
(napr. Camové) nezli samotni Vietové (4.
narodnost Kinh, Vietnamci).

Vietnamske nabozenstvi

Vietnamci pfivazeji do nadi zemé mnohé ze svych tradi¢nich kulturnich zvyklosti. Zvyky vychazeji z davnych mistnich a éinskych
tradic, ale i z vliv( indické ¢i moderni zapadni kultury. Vietnam je zemi s vice nez tisiciletou historii, b&hem niz se na jejim Gzemi
vysftiidalo mnozstvi rozlicnych kulturnich viiva, jejichz prvky si Vietnamci se svym pfiznacnym pragmatickym pristupem casto
piizplsobili k viastnimu uZitku.

Nabozenstvi ve Vietnamu od sebe nejsou tak striktng oddélena jak nas tomu navykla
evropska tradice, naopak navzajem se mnohdy prolingji. Kromé tfi zakladnich a
nejdfive zavedenych duchovnich systému, které formovaly vietnamskou kulturu -
konfucianismu & (PDF), tacismu a mahajanového buddhismu - ovlivnily Vietnam v
poslednich staletich i naboZenské proudy jako hinduismus, islam, kiestanstvi a
théravadovy buddhismus. Mezi prostymi obéany byl vidy nejpopularnéjsi
buddhismus &, ale zaroven téméf vSichni lidé, bez ohledu na socidlni postaveni, v
praxi uctivaji své zemielé pfibuzné — vyznavaiji tzv. kult pfedka.

Duchovni Zivot Vietnamcu je prostoupen virou v nadpfirozeny svét, ktera vzesla z
davného animismu. Vétsina Vietnamcl povazuje viivy nadpfirozenych bytosti, jez v

dobrém & Spatném ovliviiuji jejich osud, za samozigjmy dil Zivota a tvofi soucast Pro tao se zpravidla pouziva znak
komplikovaného duchovniho svéta vietnamského naroda, ktery se navenek projevuje  Symbolizujici jin a jang v dynamickém kruhu.
povéréivosti a striktnim dodrzovanim s ni souvisejicich praktik. Prestoze pro  Jin reprezentuje Zensky princip, bilou barvu,
Evropana miize byt vira v nadpfirozené bytosti jako jsou rizni ochranci domacnosti, chlad, ubyvani atd. proti jang — muzskému
vesnice, pidy apod. t&2ko pochopitelnd, charakterizuje Zivot vétSiny Vietnamci a  principu, éerne barve, teplu, rozpinani atd.

nezélezi piitom na jejich véku ¢i spoleenske tiidé. Této prastaré vife v nadpfirozeny
svét neodporuje ani piislusnost k nabozenstvi podlie naseho vidéni svéta, napi. k
buddhismu nebo kiestanstvi. Buddhismus, konfucianstvi a animismus, ¢asteéné
ovlivnény éinskym tacismem, se navzajem nevylucuji, tyto nauky se v Zivoté lidi
spise doplriuji. Ke katolickému vyznani se ve Vietnamu hlasi az 8 miliond lidi, coz je
po Filipinach nejvétsi pocet katolikd v Asii. V jiznim Vietnamu také od 20. let minulého
stoleti existuje vlastni monoteistické naboZenstvi Cao Dai &, do uréité miry
organizovangé jako cirkev. Vyznacuje se snahou spojit prvky vSech svétovych
nabozenstvi a kultur; vedle Jezise Krista, Konfucia a Buddhy tak uctiva i treba
francouzského spisovatele Victora Huga.
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Teaching DVD - exercises
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Vietnamska mensina v CR: Nabozenstvi, kultura, souziti
Ukoly pro uéitele
1. Zapamatovani a reprodukce
Zadani: Posudte pravdivost &i nepravdivost nasledujicich tvrzeni: )
» Ve Vietnamu od 20. let minulého stoleti existuje viastni monoteistické nabozenstvi Cao Dai, do uréité miry organizované jako cirkev. Vlyznacuje se snahou spajit prvky vSech -
svétovych nabozenstvi a kultur; vedle Jezie Krista, Konfucia a Buddhy tak uctiva i treba francouzského spisovatele Victora Huga.
« Vietnamstina necasuje, nesklonuje, velice sporadicky rozliuje slovni druhy, éas se ve vété vyjadfuje Upiné jinak nez jsme zvykli v ¢esting, neexistuje tykani a vykani, ale
rozlisuje se naopak mnohem vice zplsobl spoleéenského oslovovani.
« Nejvétsi podet vietnamskych obéan( zaznamenalo socialistické Ceskoslovensko v 1. poloving 80. let - presahoval 70 tisic osob, pficemz dvé tretiny tvofili studenti. ]
kli¢ k ukolu
2. Textovd analyza
Text: "Vietnamci v Cechach: Opravdu jen neSvar?" &7 (PDF)
Zadani: Provedte rozbor textu. Jak byste autorovi vyvratil jeho zavadéjici spekulace? Oznadili byste autora za demagoga (a pokud, proc?) 7 Jakym zpusobem byste takovy text
vylozili vagim studentim? Jak byste se zapojili do diskuse pod uvedenym ¢lankem?
3. Analyza redlné situace
Video: |zer a Krampol - zkusenosti s Vietnameci & (ELY)
Zadani: Jak byste reagovali, pokud by podobnym zpusocbemn zesméstiovali Vietnamce Zijici v CR vasi studenti?
4. Projekt — feSeni problému
Situace: "Jsme pomémé mala zakladni Skola v pohranici, do které dochézi relativné hodné vietnamskych 24kt ve srovnani s jingmi regiony v CR. Pred nékolika lety zacal do paté
tridy chodit vietnamsky Zak, ktery hovoril velmi $patné cesky. Velmi se snazil, ale uceni mu moc neslo. Jazykova bariéra byla velka. Kontaktovali jsme jeho rodice, ale po nékolika
setkani bylo jasne, Ze neni néco v poradku. Zdalo se, Ze to vibec nejsou jeho rodice. Pravdépodobné tu ten kluk rodice nemeél nebo tu byli nelegalng, proto se za né vydaval jiny
par. Ale bylo jasne, Ze Zak i "jeho" rodina maji velky strach, abychom vée neoznamili na policii nebo jinak neresili. Dalsi tyden kluk uz nepfisel do Skoly. Upiné se vyparil. Snazili
jsme se rodinu znovu kontaktovat, ale mame..."
{z vypravéni ucitelky zakladni Skoly)
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Reflections

* Problems with reception by teachers.
* Problems with teachers' IT skills.

* Problems with authors and lecturers.
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